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"PREFACE. 



Errantiy passimque oculosper cuncta tuenti/* 



To the traveller, who fond of novelty 
and information, seeks out those regions, 
which may either afford reflection for his 
mind, or employment for his pencil, and 
especially to him, who may be induced to 
visit the neglected shores of Hibernia, 
the following page3 are dedicated. 

Whilst the opposite coasts of Wales 
and Scotland, have for many successive 
years attracted the notice and admiration 
of the man of taste, and of the ar.tist; 
whilst the press has so teemed with publi- 
cations, pointing out their natural beauties, 
and works of military and monastick art, 
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tibat little more is left to be descriJigd; 
tirhflst Wales and Scotland, I .say, 
have had the assistance^f 4;be Historian's 
pen to record their annals, and of the ar^ 
list's pencil to pourtray their natural and 
artificial curiosities ; the Island of Hiber* 
KiA still remains unvisited and unknown. 
And why? Because from the want of 
books, and living information, we have 
been led to suppose its country rude, its in* 
habitants savage, its paths dangerous. 
" Were we to take a view [says an Irish 
Historian] of the wretched condition in 
which the History of Ireland stands, it 
would not be a matter of astonishment, that 
we should be considered as a people, in a 
manner unknown to the worid, except what 
little knowledge of us is communicated by 
merchants, sea-faring men, and a fevt tra^ 
vellers ; while all other nations of Europe 
have their historians, to inform their own 
f)eople, as well as foreigners, what they 
were, and what they are */' 

The love of literature, however, seems to 

^ Harris* Hibernicai 8yo. edit. p. £74. 
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be fining ground daily in Ireland, as well 
as in the remoter districts of the sister 
kingdom * ; •land particulariy that class of 
it which will tend ultimately to make its 
provinces more frequented, and better 
known ; which will not only excite the at- 
tention of the stranger^ but point out na* 
iural beauties and curiosities unexplored 
even by the native. I allude to the general 
Topography of the Country, which has re- 
ceived a partial illustration from the Status 
ileal Survq/s lately published f-. 

* Witliin these few years Book Societies have been 
established upon a most liberal and extensive scale, 
in the large trading towns of England^ and upon a 
smaller scale in many of its villages ; and I heard with 
mucli satisfaction from the Booksellers in Dubiih^ thai; 
idl new publications were eagerly bought^ and the older 
works, which treat of Irish History and antiquities, are 
not to be procured without much difficulty an!i research. 

f Every lover of literature will be glad to hear, that 
Dr. Beaitfort, the author of the excellent Memoir 
and Map of Ireland, is engaged in a topographical 
description of Ireland upon an enlarged scale ; and 
much may be expected from his indefatigable zeal, 
and the knowledge he possesses of his native country* 
A History of Dublin has also been announced for pub- 
lication, in which much new and accurate inform^ 
lion may be expected from its authoss^ Af r. Warburtqn^ 

b2 
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IV PREFACE. 

When we consider, that the first well^di- 
gested Tmir through Wales^ bears so late a 
date as 1781 *, and when wfelbok over the 
voluminous list of subsequent publications 
on the same subject, that have issued from 
the press in the short period of twenty-five 
years, may we not expect that the same 
spirit of enquiry will extend itself gradually 
into this country ? 

The English are regarded by foreigners 
as a rambling nation; but I am proud to 
think, that this vagabofid spirit arises, not 
from any dissatisfaction with our own 
home, our country, or our government ; for 

Keeper of the Records, and the Rev. Mr. Whitddwt, 
who has already laid before the public, an interesting, 
though melancholy account, of the state of some parts 
of the metropolis. 

Statistical accounts have been published of the Coun- 
ties of Dublin, Wicklow, Kilkenny y Qmen^s County, Ca-" 
van, Armagh^ Monaghan, Meath, Down, Londonderry, 
Tyrone, Donegal, Sligo, Jjeitrim, and Mayo, 

* A Tour through North and South Wales, by H. P. 
Wyndhamj Esq. 1 vol. 4to. 1781. A small work, entitled, 
ji Gentleman's Tour in Wales, was published by the same 
author, in 1774, and this is the first tour I recollect to 

have seen, that merits either credit or s^ttention* 

I 
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where shall we find their equals ? " Quandg 
ullum invefiks parem f but from a laudable 
desire of i:esearch and informatioB. The 
spirit and even the power of foreign travel 
is now checked ; we can no longer trace on 
the spot, those classical scenes described to 
us by the ancient Poets and Historians, and 
which in our younger days of study^ we 
«ven read with enthusiasm ; we can no 
longer in safety ascend the steps of the Ca- 
;PiTOL, nor wander peacefully along the 
luxuriant shores of Bai^ or Misenum; 
even the frozen regions of Mont Blanc 
are interdicted to us by the ferocious de- 
creei? of a Corsican.Despot. Let not> 
however, that laudable spirit of enquiry 
droop, nor grow less active by such an un- 
expected interdiction. 

Oar own, kingdom still remains unex- 
plored .; a kingdom abounding in a variety 
of the most amusing and instructive objects^ 
jsuited to eyery taste, to. everyr genius; a. 
kingdom furnishing the most interesting and 
auiple .materials for the pen as well as for 
the pencil; a more intimate knowledge of 
which will, in the pnd, prove more satisfeqr 
toryperhapS'th^A the inforaiation c()lle€ted 
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during SL foreign tour. The knowledge of 
one's self J and of one's country^ is truly desi- 
rable, but it IS a knowledge tkat few are 
able, or bold enough to attain. 

The traveller who makes Ireland the 
object of his excursions, will experience a 
double mortification, in finding the books 
relating to that country so few, when com- 
pared to those descriptive of every other 
part of our kingdom ; and in finding so few 
amongst the natives who are able to give - 
him such general information as he could 
wish, concerning the objects most worthy 
of his attention ; but he will every where 
find a hand ready to assist, and a heart 
open to receive, him in all his difiiculties. 

It is not my intention to give a detailed 
account of all the difierent publications 
that tend to illustrate the History of Ire- 
land, but to mention a few only of those 
which I consider the most useful and im^ 
portant. They who are desirous of gain- 
ing more ample information on this sub- 
ject, may consult Bishop Nicholson's 
Irish Historical Library^ and Sir James 
Ware's account of Irish Writers* 

Amongst tfie ancient manuscripts, the 
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Anmls oflnm^Um^ and the T$aUer qf 
Ca$heU are the oiast frequent] j quoted, but 
it appears doubtful, if any perfect copy of 
either of them exist at this day: 

Of old historians, we haye Gikaldvs 
D£ Baebj, or CAvnaENsis, who wrote 
the Topography and Vattdnal Hilary of 
Ireland^ which was published in Latin by 
the edebrated Antiquary Cahdipk, in a 
folio volume, ^titled, AngUca^ Hibermca^ 
NormanmcOj Cambrica. A translation of the 
Vatkinal History J which relates to the invar 
sion of Ireland, by Earl Stronobow, in 
the year ll67,wasmadebyJoi|N Hookeb, 
and published (with a continuation to the 
year 1566), in the first volume Qf HoUm^ 
shed^s Chronkks; in which also there is an 
old description of Ireland, by St^ni* 

BU»ST *P 



* The liter^ world will be shortly gratified jby a re^ 
publication of this curious collection of Chronicles^ whidi 
lias been undertaken by a socie^ of boolcsellers. Shoul^ 
iiuccess attend their undertaking, they purpose reprinting 
the whole of the English Chronicles, which fo^ many 
years have been exceedingly scarce and deiur. When we 
consider, that they form the groundwork, and very es- 
senp^ of Qur English History, it is singular, ihf^ fbe^r 
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« 

A foil© volume wfts published ih the 
year 1<^, by JottK LYirctt, [under the 
feigned name of Gratianus Lucius,] 
entitled Cambr^fsls evei^sus^ &c* in which he 
enddartturs to expose the mistaken false- 
hot^s And calumnies of Giraldus. 

The miraculous st6i*res which Giral-^ 
ii'*s'iieeoUnts m&st setiouslk) in his D^pogra^ 
jp^y ^ Ifdandj ate so truly ridiculous, that 
I ct)uM almost fancy, that by so doing, he 
meaut 'M ^tiri^ the creduUt^ of the Irish 
nation *. 



should have remained unpublished for so long a time. 
May the spirited example of Mr. Johnes,^ho at his own 
ekpience has lately printed h avagnifidefit editioa of Trots- 
$art, \f^ fp]^0fr^d f^ith success h;j the publishers of Hoi" 
linshcfi! 

* I cannot believe, that a man so learned, and so well 
versed in all the manuscripts of the classical authors, and 
a man so enlightened in the .dark age in which he lived, 
could place either credit or confidence in those strange 
.events which he so often relates : that he doubted of their 
truth, his own words will sufficiently testify : '^ Scio tameh 
et cerius sum, me nonnulla scripturum, qu(R lectori vel im" 
possibilia vel etiam ridiculosa videbuntur. Nee ego volo 
temerh cre^i cuncta quaposui^ quia nee i me ipso ita ere*- 
duntur^tanquam nulla de eis sit in me& cogitatione dubi^ . 

miof' ' ' . . .; , 
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To his secood treatise upon the Inrasioa 
of Ireland by RicnAKD St&onobow, Rq^ 
BERT Fitz-Stephen, and Maueice 
Fitz-Gerald, we must give greater, 
credit, though even in this work, he . is 
accused by the Irish writers of partiality^ 
and frequent misrepresentation: owing 
to his near relationship to tJie two lat- 
ter chieftains, I will -allow tliat his pen may 
sometimes have been guilty of partiality^ 
but when we consider that this manuscript 
was composed in the year 1187> and only 
seventeen years after the invasion of Ire- 
land took place, and when we consider 
also die near connexion between the actors 
and the author ^ who visited Ireland him- 
self in the year 1183 : we must not, I thinks 
(as the. Irish writers would wish us to do,) 
consider this history of Giraldus as a 
mere fable, or a miraculous tale. 

GEorfRY Keating, an Irish priest* 
composed a history of his country, from 
the eai^liest times to the period of its inva- 
sion <by the English, in the reign of King 
Henry the Second. This manuscript was 
tmnslated into English, by . Dermod 
O^CoNWOR, and printed, first in 1723, ajwl 
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afterwards Id a more costly manner in 
1738* No great credit is allowed to this 
work by more modem historians. Sir 
Richard Cox calls it ^^ an ill-digested heap 
6f sUiy fictims :^ and Peter Talbot styles 
it, ^^ Insigne plani^ sed imanum opUSy' and 
such indeed, on examination, it appears to 
be. This large volume is entirely devoted 
to the early history of the Irish^ which, 
like that of all other nations, abowids in 
fable and fiction. 

Another author, OTlahbrty, pub* 
Ushed a book, entitled, Ogyg^a seu rerwn 
Hibermcariim Chronobgia^ A. D. l685, 
which has been translated into English, and 
relates chiefly to the more ancient history 
of the country. 

But the most esteemed and authentic 
Irish historians, overlooking the early and 
fabulous annals of their coimtry, Imve com- 
menced their histories from the period of 
the !£k)glish invasion ; amongst these is 

Sir Richard Cox, whose history is 
continued to the end of the reign of King 
Charles the Secoi^ d. 

Dr. Warner published an History of 
Irelaod^ and of its Rebellion^ in threv 
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quarto volumes, 1763-7* This author nei- 
ther wholly credits the histories of JTeof- 
ing and O'Flaherty^ nor at the same time 
rejects them as whoUy fabulous. He says, 
" The native Irish writers betray so much 
vanity, and deal so much in the fabulous, 
as gives an air of romance to the whole, or 
to speak of it in the most favourable and 
candid terms, as makes it appear to be a 
tnythohgical rather than a real history/^ The 
first volume of his work, comprehends the 
ancient History of Ireland, to the period of 
the £ng1ish invasion, wherein he endea- 
vours to reconcile the traditions and appar 
rent fictions of the Irish writers. 

Dr. Lel A KD has published the same 
number of volumes in quarto. He begins 
at the period of the Invasion, in II67, and 
terminates his work with the war of J69l. 

The much esteemed Annals of Ireland, 
by Sir James Ware, were first publish- 
ed in a small volume, l654s and 1658, aad 
being afterwards muoh enlarged, were re- 
printed in foUo at Dublin, A. D. 1705. 

The valuable manuscripts of this author 
were again revised by Mr. Harris, who 
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printed them in two thick folio volumes^ 
A. D, 1764. 

This work, which is now become exceed** 
ingly scarce, is by far the most esteemed 
book we have on Ireland. 
. The same autJior has also published, bot^ 
iafaUo and octavo^ a collection of treatises, 
Bntitled, Hibemica; -amongit which isacvt- 
sious account of the invasion of Ireland^ 
^wjitten^ by Maurice REGAif, servant and 
interpreter to Deiimod Mao MuRi^ooa^ 
King of Lein&ter, 

- The Pdcaia Hibernia^ hy Caeew, i& a va- 
4tied work and the Life of Kkig WilliamHI. 
by Harris, contains many interesting pjapp 
Jind views of th^ diflfei^ntr s'yeg^i battles, 
^&c. that took place in Ireland during his 
retgn- 

There are besides several detached bi^tor 
ties of partiejiilar. ^^a« Fy»»s Mqhy- 
4PN» IB hi^JBwt of Trat^^fe, has given a de- 
tailed jaiQCQunt of the rebellion of Hugh, 
.£arl of TiTflLOif*, from the y^ar 1699j t^ 
1003. The Po^t JJ»»tU;Np Spbnsjee,, §if 
Jqhit Davjs, Sift J<?:Hsr Tci^Pi-fi, I^rd 
.CLAjBtjiairpoH^ wd Sir Wjj.j^iam Petty, 
have each written political treatises on this 
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Country; and the Memoirs of the Dukb 
of Ormond, by Carte, and of Lord 
Clanricarde, thro\t much light upon the 
affairs of Ireland. 

' The Monasticon of Mr. Archdale, con- 
tains a most valuable collection of nionas- 
tick annals. A Monasticon "was printed in 
-the year 1 7^2, in octavo ; but in every re- 
spect inferior to the more enlarged edition, 
in quarto, edited by Mr. Archdale. 

The Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicisy pub* 
lished by General Vallancef, and ex- 
tending to six octavo volumes, contain many 
curious and learned treatises, particularly 
on the origin, language, and taiannets, of the 
ancient Irish* There are also se?end Vo- 
lumes published of the Transactions of the 
Irish Society. 

Dr. Ledwich has published a large 
quarto volume, embellished with plates, 
and containing a valuable collection of pa- 
perd relating to the various antiquities of 
Ireland. The second edition of this work is 
considerably augmented. 

Mr. Grose, in his two folio volumes of 
Antiquities, has illustrated, by views and 
«hort descriptions, the greater part of the 
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most remarkable castles and abbies in Ire* 
land ; and Mr. Malton has engraved a 
magnificent series of the pincipal buildings 
in Dublin. 

Of Parochial and County Hisinry^ the ca- 
talogue is short. The city of Dublin has 
been described by Mr. Harris, and by 
Mr. Ferrar ; the Counties of Cork,Ker- 
11 Y, and Waterford, by Dr. Smith, and 
that of LiM£RicK» by Mr. Ferrar ; theie 
is also an octavtk volume^ describing the 
County of Down; and in Vallancey's 
Collectcmea^ there is an old account of 
West Meatu, by Sir Henry Piers, and 
the History of Irish-town, or Kilkenny. 

The list of Tours also is very scanty, and 
very imperfect, if I except the excellent 
Letters on the Coast of Antrim^ by the unfor- 
tunate Mip. Hamilton, who fell a sacrifice 
to the ,fury of the rebels, during the dis- 
turbances in 1797. 

Twiss published a very cursory Tour 
through the Northern and Southern Pro- 
vinces, in 1775 ; and Dr. Watkinson an- 
other, through the latter provinces only, in 
the same year. Since that period, a short 
Tour through the Southern Provinces, in 
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17979 lias been published by Holmes ; and 
there is a collection of Letters, by Busu, 
entitled) Hibemia curiosa^ 1769; giving a 
particular account of the Giant's Cause- 
way. These may be distinguished by the 
title of Picturesque Teurs. That by Abthue 
Young, in the years 1776-7 and 8, is more 
properly styled an Agricultural Tour; but 
the observations of this well*known author 
are so just, and his descriptions of 'natural 
scenery so accurate, and at the same time 
so animated, that all future Tourists will 
have reason to regret, that his remarks 
were so much confined to one favourite 
subject. 

But in one, and to the generality of 
travellers, the most important respect, the 
Irish Tourist may think himself fortunate, 
in having two good maps, and an excellent 
Itinerary^ to direct his steps. The JMap by 
Taylor is the best for travellers, but that 
by Dr. Beaufort, annexed to his Me- 
moir, is much fuller, and contains the 
names of many more places : it is more pro- 
perly called an Ecclesiastical Map of Ire- 
land. There is also a Book of Roads, by 

Taylor and Skinner, which may be 

\ 
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found useful. The be$t Itinerary is that by 
Wilson, entitled, the Pmt Cham Compa^ 
nion^ and far superior to the one lately pub- 
lished by Sleatjer. It is indeed the best 
Iterl ever saw, as it points out the greater 
part of the antiquities and objects worthy 
of notice. The descriptions of the two Irish 
wonders^ the Lake of Killarney, and the 
Giant's Causeway, are ample, and well 
drawn up. In two respects only, it seems 
to fail, namely, in giving more merit and 
beauty to the gentlemen's demesnes than 
they deserve, and in not pointing out to the 
traveller, the best inns on the road, and those 
especially where he can find a supply of 
post horses. 

Dr. Beaufort's Jfefewoir, and Seward's . 
Topographical Dictionary y will be found use- 
ful books. There is also an octavo volume of 
well-written Letters on the Irish Nation, by 
Mr. Cooper, which will both amuse and 
instruct the readen The Almanack and Ue- 
gis/er, published annually, will give every 
necessary information respecting the City 
of Dublin, its officers of state, &c- &c* 
The voluminous works of Plowden, Sir 
Richard MusGRAVR, and Mr. Gordon, 
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win aflford ample details of the late Irish 
Rebenion in 1798. 

The beautiful scenery of Killarney, 
has lately been most fully illustrated, with 
ample descriptions, and many highly finished 
engravings, by a well-known traveller, Isaac 
Weld, Esq. and supplies one of the great 
topographical desiderataof Ireland. The coast 
of Antrim would furnish materials for an 
equally interesting volume, and form a fine 
contrast, between the beautiful ^nd thesavage 
features of nature. 

Having slightly mentioned those authors, 
whose works appear to throw the greatest 
light upon the History and Antiquities of 
Ireland, [a previous reference to which will 
be highly useful to those who intend visiting 
that country *,] I shall add a few words re- 

* All who travel with a view to gain information^ well 
know the inconvenience^ nay, the impossibility of taking 
with them many books. Previoas information therefore 
thould be gained from the library at home; the outline 
of the intended tour sketched out, and «hort extracts 
made of the most remarkable objects and historical 
events that are likely to occur, and attachto.it. And 
here let me endeavour to impress on the minds of the 
younger part of my readers, the great utility of keeping 
a Journal, It is even useful at home to note down daily - 
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9pecting the mode of trafvelling in Ire- 
land. 

The love of liberty and independence is 
by nature implanted in the breast of every 
Kiiglishman ; it is not only his birth-right, 
but his guide and upholder through life. On 
no occasion, and in no place^wilUndependencc 
be raore requisite, or more useful, than dur- 
ing the progress of an Irish Tour. The tra- 
veller must not expect to find those com- 
forts and conveniences which he will meet 
with on the Bath road, or even in many of 
the remotest provinces of England ; he must 
not expect to find post chaises and post 
horses, ready at a moment's notice, to waft 
him from the Lake or Killarney to the 
Giant's Causeway ; for these accommo-i 
dations are to be found only on the great 
roads of communication from one city to 
another. On the cross roads, he must bear 
with patience the delays of postboys, and 
the indifference of postmasters ; his purse 
will be taxed, and his time lost. To remedy 

oecvreoces, but infinitely more so abroad; it assists the 
mind iq recollecting passed scenes, and improves it hy 
describing them ; and by causing observation, it enforce^ 
instruction, 
5 
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these inconveniences, the tourist must make 
him&elf independent^ by being his own post-* 
master, and his own post boy ; in shorty he 
must travel with his own carriage, and with 
his own horses ; all difficulties will then 
cease; for if he makes a proper choice of 
raiting places, and avoids such a gite as 
Balyshannon (more of* which hereafter) 
all will go on smoothly; for he will find ex- 
cellent roads, with better inns and fare than 
he would expect from the descriptions he 
has heard, and the impressions he may have 
formed of the general state of the country. 

The traveller also who does not, previous 
to his journey, supply his purse with the 
necessary provision of cash and notes^ will 
be subject to repeated delays and imposi« 
tions during his progress. These may be 
avoided by exchanging at Dublin his Eng* 
lish tooney into Irish, or by supplying him- 
self solely with the latter, which I think the 
roost advisable. 

The coin, or rather the tokens of thh 
country, are six shilling, ten-penny, and 
five-penny pieces. The difference between 
the English and the Irish currency, is one 
penny in every shilling ; so that the guinea 

c2 
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passes for £,1. 2s.9d. Irish ; but a premium 
varying from one to t\vo or three shillings, 
according to the fluctuation of exchange, is 
given for them ; so that the English traveller 
should exchange his guineas into Irish mo- 
ney at Dublin. The English shillings, if 
good,will sometimes, but not always, pass in 
the provinces : some object to them, if there 
is no impression of the head ; ahd others- 
weigh them with a little machine made for 
that purpose. Dollars also are current at 5s. 
5d. but the supplies that will be found most 
convenient, are Bank of Ireland Notes, and 
the several Irish tokens, which may be pro- 
cured in rouleaus at the National Bank, or 
will besupplied^by your banker. With these 
you will have up difficulty in paying your 
bills on the road, and avoid the necessity of 
taking in exchange any of the small Irish 
shilling notes, many of which, as well as 
others of larger amount, are forgfed. 

From no one circumstance during my 
first Southern Tour, did I experience inore 
delay or inconvenience, which were obviat- 
ed during my Northern Tour, by the provi- 
sion of tokens. It is necessary however td 
hint to the traveller, on leaving Dublin, to 
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leave his tokens behind him, for they will 
not prove current in Wales. 

If by a faithful description of the large tract 
of country I have lately traversed, I can either 
contribute to the amusement or information 
of any future tourist in Ireland ; if I can in 
any degree smooth his path, or lighten his 
burden ; or if I can so far excite the curi- 
osity of the natives^ as to induce them to 
complete the outline of my imperfect sketch, 
the end of this publication will be fully an- 
swered ; and if either through ignorance or 
inattention, I may have committed any 
local or historical errors ; let the failings of 
human nature, the novelty of the subject, 
and the words of my friend Giraldus, 
plead before the public in my behalf. 

** Et quouiam nihil humanum omnind per- 
fectum^ omniumque habere notitiam^et innullo 
peccare, potius divinitatis est^ quctm humani-- 
tatis ; erroresfort^j si qud ex parte irrepserunty 
tdm imperfectionis conditio^ qudm ipsa locorum 
distantia reddat veniales. '' 
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Various have been the names given to this 
island, and as various have been the accounts 
of its original inhabitants. By Cjesar and 
Tacitus, it was distinguished from Britain by 
the name of Hibernia : by Ptolemy, the 
Geographer, by that of Iveknia. Diodorus 
Sic uLus calls it Iris; and Strabo, Ierne; 
to the latter of which, the Irish name of Erint 
" bears an affinity. It bore also the appellation of 
Scotia: and though Orosius gives it the title 
of Hibernia, he styles its inhabitants Scoti : 
'* Seda Scotorum gentibus colitur.'' Archbishop 
Usher* says, ^^ that it was not till after the 
coalition between the Scots and the Picts in the 
eleventh century, that both nations, viz. Ire- 
land and the modern Scotland came promis- 
cuously to be called Scotland: and even then 
all correct writers, in mentioning the two coun- 

• This learnecl writer, speaking of the eleventh century, says, 
" Keminetn qui toto antecedentium annorum spatio scripseritj pro- 
duci posse arbitramur qui Scotied appellatione Albaniam unquam 
iksigmroeritf 
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tries, distinguished them by Vefus ef nwa See- 
tia^ major ^ or minor ^ ulterior znA citeriorJ" 
Yet Ireland seems to have retained the name 
of Scotia till the fifteenth century, at which 
period it is mentioned as such by foreign 
writers. 

As to its original inhabitants, it is most pro- 
bable, that Ireland, as well as England, 
were peopled from the neighbouring Continent 
of (jaul; first by the Celt iCr and afterwards 
by theBELiGTC tribes; and this' supposition is 
corroborated, if not proved, by our adoption of 
the same names of pijople and places,- as used 
by them. Some authors contend, that the name 
of ScoTi is derived from the ScyTiii and Scv- 
THiA ; and that of Hiberni a,nd Hibeknia, 
from Iberia and the Iberi, in Spain : others 
claim for their country a Phoenician and Mi- 
lesian origin ; and others get so deeply involved 
in the labyrinth of fable and romance, that they 
cannot whth any degree of plausibility extricate 
themselves from it. 

It appears however clear, that at a very early 
period, and at a time when the greater portion 
of Europe laboured under the oppression of 
Gothic ignorance, Ireland became a celebrat- 
ed seat of learning and religion. After the pro- 
pagation of Christianity, it was dignified with 
the title of Insula Sanctorum, or the Isle of 
of Saints ; so great was the number of holy 
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men it produced in the fifth and two following 
centuries, and so many were the missionaries 
it sent forth to propagate the Christian faith in 
ptlier parts of the world. ** Hither, says an 
Irish historian^ the sciences fled for protection, 
and here their followers and professors were 
amply supported. The City of Armagh had no 
fewer than seven thousand scholars studying at 
the aame time, within its university, although 
the kingdom contained several other academies 
equally celebrated, if not equally numerous*." 
In the middle of the seventh century, (A. D. 646) 
we learn from B^de, that many of the higher 
and lower order of Anglo-Saxons, retired from 
their own country into this island : some to in- 
dulge their taste for reading, others to lead a 
life of stricter observance and solitude ; all of 
whom the Scots received with cordiality, lend- 
ing them books, and affording them gratuitous 
instruction, as well as daily sustenance, 
f The learning, religion, and hospitality for 



• O'Connor^ Dissertations on the History of Ireland, p. 204. 

t " Erant ibidem (in Hibernid) eo tempore (A. D. 664) muUi 
nobilium sumul et mediocrium dc gente Angloruro, qui relictd 
iosuU patna, vel divinse Icctionis, vel continentioris vitae gratid 
ill6 seccsserant ; et quos omnes ScotH libertissim^ suscipientcs, 
victum eis quotidianum sine pretio, libros quoquc ad Icgcndum, 
et magisterium gratuitum praebere curabant, 

Bedw Hiit. Eccks. lib. iii. cap» 27* 
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which Ireland was at this period so justly ce- 
lebrated, arose from its numerous monastick 
establishments. Unprofitable as they may be 
deemed, in these our more enlightened days, 
when the sciences are no longer immured within 
the walls of a cloyster, and the seeds of know- 
ledge are so widely spread over the whole face 
of the globe, when the hands of the Capucin 
Friar can be more usefully employed than in 
begging charity ; and the labour of his sturdy 
limbs contribute towards the service of the 
community, yet, at a more remote period, these 
religious establishments were highly beneficial. 
The Anachorite fixed his abode in some soli- 
tary vale ; the sanctity and morality of his life, 
imparted a high degree of reverence to the spot 
after his decease ; and the stately abbey sprang 
up from the ruins of the Hermit's humble cell. 
Hither the learned resorted; here the ancient 
manuscripts were collected ; here religion and 
learning found a safe and peaceful asylum. The 
monks imparted their knowledge and doctrines 
to numerous students, who disseminated them 
widely over the world ; neither have their public 
services been confined to the cloyster; for they 
were extended to the cultivation of the wildest 
desert, and most barren wilderness ; and thus, 
by the sanctity of their morals, and by their en- 
lightened understandings vt^iM/;} doors, and their 
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kidustrioas labours wihfouty they at once in- 
structed, civilized, and benefited mankind. 

Ireland seems to have enjoyed a continued 
fitate of peace and prosperity till near the end of 
the seventh century, when it was invaded by 
order of Egfeid, King of the Northumbrians, 
And its lands, churches, and monasteries, were 
laid waste. 

" Anno sexcentisimo octogesimo quarto^(A.D. 
684) Ecgfridj Rex Nordanhymbrorumy misso 
Hiberniam cum exercitu duce BerctOy vastavit 
mUerh gentcm innoxiamy et nationi Anglorum 
semper amicissimam : ita ut ne Ecclesiis quidem^ 
aut monaster lis manus parceret host His. 

Bed(B Hist. Eccles. lib. iv. cap. 26. 

Towards the close of the eighth, or the be- 
ginning of the ninth century, this country was 
invaded by a formidable band of northern bar- 
barians*, who continued their depredations with • 
success for a long series of years. Amongst 
their leaders, Turgesius, a Norwegian, dis- 
tinguished himself by his tyrannical and daring 
spirit. According to Giraldus, he landed on 
the Irish coast in the year 838 \y and by his 

* These northern invaders have been distinguished by a great 
variety of names, viz, NorwegianSy DaneSy &c. OstmeUy or East- 
meuy by the English; and Duff-GaUsy Fin-GalUy (black an4 
white foreigners) by the Irish. 

t Dr. Leland, in his History of Irelandy dates the landing of 
Turgeiiusy in the year 815; and Mr. Harrisy in his History of 
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Successful victories^ gained possession of a large 
district; but this author rather transgresses the 
bounds of truth, when he says, ^* that in a 
short time Turgesius conquered the whole 
Island;" ^^ totam sibi insttlam in brevi subju- 
gavit.'' The curious circumstances attending 
the death of this tyrant, who ruled in Ireland 
for the long period of thirty years*, will be re- 
lated hereafter. 

But the Norwegians, or Ostmen f, undaunt- 
ed by the death of their countryman, shortly 
after reappeared on the coasts of Ireland, not 
in warlike array, but under the specious pre- 
tence of trade and commerce, " non in bellied 
classc^ sed sub pacts obtentUj et quasi mercaturce 
exercendos prcetextu.'' They were headed by 

Dublin, fixes the landing of the Ostmen, A. D. 838, agreeing 
with Giraldas; but he places the death of Turgesius in 845. 

* Annos igitur circitertriginta Norwagienshim pompa et y^r- 
gesii tyrannis in Kibernid perduravit : et dcindegens Hibcrnict, 
aervitute Jcpulsa et pristinam libertatem recuperavit, et ad reg- 
ni gubernacula denuo succcssit. 

Giraldi Topog. Hib. p. 7^9- 

t In the Irish History these Norwegians, or Danes, are better 
known by the name of Ostman, or Eastmen, 

** Gens igitur haec, quae nunc Ostmanica gens vocatur, in- 
primis terrae Istius Regibus satis tractabiles fuerunt et pacifici. 
Sed ex quo in immensum generis numerositate jam excreverant, 
ct civitates fossatis et muris optim^ cinxerant, antiquas inimi- 
citias, altd mente repostas, nonniuiquam renovare, et acriter re- 
bellare solebant." Giraldus, p. 750, 
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three brothers, Aulaf, Sytric, and IvoR^who 
were so well received by the Irish, and conduct- 
ed themselves with such precaution and address, 
that they shortly got possession of the three 
important cities of Dublin, Waterford, and 
Limerick*. Profiting by the supineness of 
the natives, who were continually engaged, 
either in external femls, or domestic broils, this 
warlike and commercial people strengthened 
the cities tlrey had already obtained, and ex- 
tended their power by further encroachments 
on the territory of the Irish. 

For the long protracted period of nearly three 
hundred years, (from the death of Turgesius, in 
858 1, to the landing of the English in 1 169) the 
Irish annals present only a continued detail of in- 
testine wars between the natives andtheOstmen. 



* Giraldus, alluding to the natural indolence of the Irish na- 
tron, says, that the Norwegians were received by the common 
consent of the whole kingdom. 

*' Quoniam enim innatas ociositatis vitio gens Hibernica, nee 
maria lustrare, nee mercatura indulgere ali.quatenus voluerat; 
de communi totius regni consilio perutile videbaiur, yt gens ali- 
qua, cujus opera aliorum regionum commercia, quibus ha;c 
terra caruerat, hue adverti possent, in aliquibus regni partibus 
admitterentur/' Giraldus, p. 750. 

- Harris, in his History of Duhliiij places this invasion of the 
Danes under Aukffe, in the year 870. 

' t In this chronology, I have followed the dates of Giraldus; 
who says, that Turgesius landed in Ireland in the year 838 ; and 
thathe reigned there as prince for the space of thirty years. 
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Ofthelatter, those settled at Dublin q)pear 
to have been the most powerful, who, not con- 
tented with the establishment and territory they 
had secured to themselves in a foreign country, 
carried on a piratical war against their opposite 
neighbours in Wales, and in these predatory 
excursions, the rich shrine of Saint DaviiS 
was frequently plundered, and the city laid 
waste- 
About the year 1 162, Dermod Mac Mobogh 
presided as King over the Province of Lein- 
STEB, and had, on some occasions, proved him- 
self successful in battle against the Ostmen : 
this character has thus been described by Gi- 
RALDUs DE Barri, a cotcmporary writer*. 

*^ Dermod Mac-Morogh was a tall man of 
stature, and of a large and great bodie ; a va- 
liant and a bold «|varrior in his nation; and by 
reason of his continuall halowing and<:rieng, 
his voice was hoarse : he rather chose and de- 
sired to be feared than to be loved ; a great op- 
pressor of his nobilitie, but a great advancer of 
the poor and weake. To his own people he was 
rough and greevous,and hatefuU unto strangers; 

♦ Erat autem Dennicius vir staturae grandis, et corpore per* 
amplo^vir belli cosus et audax ingentx^ su4; ex crebro continue 
oque belli clamore voce rauciiond. Timeri h cunctis qukm 
diligi malens ; nobilium oppressor, humilium erector, infestus 
V suis, cxosus alienis. Manus omnium contrk ipsum, et ipse con- 
trariuif omni. Giraldi HUf^ expvgnata, p.764« 



Digitized by 



Google 



XNTRODUCTXOIf. XXXI 

he v/ould be against all men, and all mea 
against him. *'* 

About, the year U67, the cruelties and op- 
pression of Dermod MacMorooh, stirred up 
the resentment of RoDERic O'Connor, King 
of Ireland f, who invaded the Province of 
Leinster : and so unpopular had its sovereign 
made himself by his manifold acts of oppress 
aion, that his vassals deserted him in this time of 
his distress, and took this opportunity for 
avenging the grievances, which they had for a 
long time been forced to dissemble. Fortune 
favoured with success the arms of Roderick, 
and Dehmod was obliged t!o fly from Lein- 
ster, and seek refuge in England; where he 
threw himself at the feet of King Henry the 
Second, craving his protection, and swearing 
to him allegiance. The English monarch had 
for a long time viewed with resentment the 
conduct of the Irish, who, united with the Ost- 
men, had committed so many and great depre- 



• Giraldus* Conquest of Ireland, translated by John Hooker^ 
in Ilottinsheds Chronicles. 

t The more immediate cause of Roderick's resentment, was 
the conduct of Dermod toward? the wife of (yRoirk, or (/Ruarkf 
It prince of Breffine, whom the Irish historians say he seduced 
and ravished ; but GiralduSy ever ready to carp at female in- 
constancy, considers the /a(/y us the principal on this occasion: 
*^ Rapta nimmmfuU^ quia et rapi voluit/' She was ravished, bor 
cause she would be ravished. 
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dations against his subjects in Wales ; and had 
often seriously meditated the conquest of that 
country: he had even in 1155, summoned a 
council at Winchester to consult about the 
expediency of such a measure ; and had procured 
a Bull from Pope Adrian to authorize his inva- 
sion of that kingdom, whenever a favourable 
opportunity should present itself*. . 

Being at this time engaged in foreign war 
against Louis, King of France, he could not 
support the cause of Dermob by force of arms, 
but he caused the following edict to be issued 
in his favour : 

*• Henry, King of England, Sec. &c. 
unto all his subjects, Sgc. Sgc. sendcih greeting. 

" Whensoever these our letters ^hall come 
unto you, knozv ye that we have received Dier- 
mod, King of Leinster, unto our protection, 
^ grace, and favour : wherefore whosoever within 
our Jurisdiction will aid and helpe him, our 
trustie subject, for the recoverie of his land, 
let him be assured of our favour and licence in 
that behalf e.'' 

Dermod, though very honourably received 
by the King, . and according to the words of 

* This curious document is preserved in Rymer's FigderOf A,D. 
1 J 54, and has been translated by Lord Lyttelton^ in his History 
of King Henry the Second : " Si ergo, quod concepisti animo, ef- 
fectu duxeris prosequentCf camplendumy stvde gentem iilam bonis 
moribusinformare, ^c ^c.'^ 
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GiRALDUs, ** spe tamen quhm re lough abuKdan- 
tide ejt'hilaratuSf'^ feeling more encouraged with 
the hopes of future sncce$Sf than by any immedi^ 
ate relief, proceeded on his journey to Beistol, 
where he hoped from the intercourse between 
that city and Ireland, to receive some news 
from his own country. He there caused the royal 
letters to be publicly read, and offered liberal re- 
wards, both in mmiey and land» to those who 
would assist him in the recovery of his territo- 
tories. At length, Richard, son of Gilbert 
PIS Clare, £arl of Strigul and Cuepstow^, 
came to Bristol, conversed with him on the 
subject, and acceding to his proposals, engaged 
to come over into Ireland the ensuing spring, 
upcn condition, that Debhod should give to 
htm in marriage his only daughter Eva, and 
settle upon him the succession of his whole in* 
h^ritance, and property in Ireland. 

These preliminaries being settled to the satis* 
faction of each party, Derhod, anxious to be- 
hold ag^n his native land, even at a distance, 
repaired to Saint David's, where (according 
tp the wordsof Giraldus) 'Manguisbing and 
lying for a passage, he comforted himself as 
well as he might; sometime drawing, and, as 
it were, breathing the air of his country, which 
he seemed to breath and smell; sometimes 
viewing and beholding his country, whiclt 

d 
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in a fair dajv a man may ken and descry*/ 
" Sic igitur tamquam ab ord Cambrici lit-^ 
torisy aeris Hibernici salubritafem Zephiri be-- 
neficio propinquiijis hauriens, et quasi desiderated 
nidorem patricje naribus trahens, solatia quam- 
ws longinquoy non^ tamen ea^iguo, dum inter 
colics et nubila vix discernitury terrce sua pro^ 
spectu lumina pascit'\ 

The rich Lordship of Giamoroan had been 
subdued, A..D. 1 090, by a select band of Nor- 
man knights, beaded by Robert Fitz-Hamon, 
who, in reward for their military services, par- 
celled out amongst them various Manors aild 
Lordships. Prom that period, to the one I am 
now treating of, the space of seventy-eight 
years had elapsed, during which, these Norman 
knights had spread widely over the southern 
provinces of Wales, and had secured their pos-* 
. sessions by strong castles, and other military 
works. 

*^ In the year II68, when Dermod Mac 
MoROGH had procured the Royal protection,and 
licence, to enlist ad venturers in his cause, Rhys 
AP Gruffydh held the sovereignty of South 
Wales, and David Fitz-Gerald presided 

* In my extracts from Giraldus^ 1 have followed the English 
translation of that author by John Hooker, which is to be found 
ixv the UrstATolume of Hollinshgd^s Chroidcies, 
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over the See of Saint^David. Each commise- 
rated the degraded condition of the Irish sove- 
reign ; " Exulantis calamitatem^ satis humani* 
ter utroque commiserantej' and although from 
their exalted situations they could not give 
hitn personal assistances ; yet by their influence 
they interested other§ in his cause. Of these 
personages, no one will hereafter make a more 
conspicuous figure in the Invasion of Ire- 
land, than Robert Fitz-Stephen, who at 
the time when he was Constable of AsERTEivr, 
or Cardigan, in South Wales, was appre- 
.hended by his own vassals, and treacherously 
delivered up to Prince Rhys, who had kept 
;him closely confined in prison for three years, 
an<l now only offered him liberty on condition, 
.*' thath^ should take up arms, and assist him 
(Rhys) against Henry IL King of England. 
But the noble youth, (who claimed alliance with 
the W^leh Prince, and the English Monarch*) , 
chose rather to adventure his life, and to seek 
his fortune in foreign countries, than to hazard 
bis faith, credit, and fame, to the slander, re* 
proach, and infamy of himself, and his po&te-* 
rity.*' ^^ Maluit potiiis et proselegU in extfivh 
regione sub capitis periculo, fatis et fortuncB 
s€ committere^quctm in detrimtntum fam<z tt opi- 

* In a subsequent note, I shall lay before my readers the ge- 
nealogies of Fitz-Stephen^ and of the other adventurers in Ire- 
land. 

d 3 - 
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pionis sued suorumque opprobrium non modicum^ 
infidelitatis in posterum argui posse.^' 

By the earnest entreaties of David the Bi- 
shop, and Maurice Fitz-Gekald his half 
brother by the mother's side^ he was at length 
released from his captivity, when the following 
agreement was made with Mac Morooh: 
** That Robert Fitz-Stephen, and Maurics 
FiT2*G£RAL0, should aid and assist him in the 
recovery of his possessions in Ireland; and 
fjt in consideratioti of their services, should receive 

a grant of the town of Wexford, with two 
cantreds of land adjoining, in fee to them tnd 
to their heirs for ever." 

Dermod being weary of his exiled life, and 
distressed estate, and anxious to revisit his na- 
tive country ; first oflered up his prayers and 
orisons at the shrine of Saint David, and then 
set sail about the middle of the month of Au- 
gust, A.D. 1 169* He is said to have landed at 
a place called Glascarrig, from whence, he 
with difficulty made his way through an ene- 
my's country to Fbirkes, where he remained for 
^ the winter as a private man, and was honourably 
received and entertained by the clergy of the 
place. *' Apud Fernas igitur a Clero loci illius 
honorijichjuxt^ modulum eorum Jitcultatis ex* 
ceptus^ dissimulatdpaulisper principis mqjestatc, 
sath singular iter hyemavit.'^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INVASION OF IRELAND, 



A.D. 1170. In the month of May, RoBERt 
Fitz-Stefhen, embarked on board three ves- 
sels, and landed safely in the Ban * He wai 
accompanied by a chosen band of Welshmen, 
consisting of one hundred and thirty f of his 
' own kinsmen, sixty men in armour, and three 
hundred archers and footmen. On this same 
expedition came also Hervey de Mont-Mau- 
rice, a man, poor, unarmed, and flying before 
the face of fortune ; travelling on behalf of hiJ 

• 

* The Ban is a little creek^ said, by the aonotator on GirMuB^ 
to be distant twelve miles from Wexford. 

t " Interea vero Robertas Stephani Jilius nee promimonis ifih 
memor nee Jidei contemptor 130 militilms de proxhnis et alumnis 
suis se preparanSf nee non et aim 60 loricatis, sagittariis qttoque 
pedestribus quasi 300 de electd JVaUue juventute circd CaUndas 
Man in tribus naicibus apud Banuam appUcuit/' 

The translator of this passage, as well as the Historian Cox^ 
liave made the number of Fitz-Stephen's kinsmen only thirty^ 
The ahimnus seems to apply Xo /qfiter-ehUdren^ who were brought ' 
up, (as in Wales) hy foster-fathers, Loricatus is properly a fw% 
in a coat of mail, or with a breast j^te^ % 
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uncle, JliCHARD Stronobow, rather as a spy* 
than a soldier. *' Vir quoque fugittvus ct facie 
forticncBy inermis et inops^ ex parte Richardi 
ComitiSy (cujuspatruus erat) esplorator potius 
quhm e^Cpugnator.^' On the following day, 
Maurice dePrendergast, a native of South 
Wales, and a man of courage and judgment, 
with ten gentlemen of service f, and a large 
body of archers, landed in the Ban ; but bieing 
apprehensive of an attack from the uatives, who 
had been alarmed at the previous landing of hist 
associates in arms, he thought it advisable to 
dispatch a messenger to Mac Morogh, inform-* 
ing him of his safe arrival, and requesting of 
him an additional escort. He first sent his base 
son DoNOLD to his assistance, with a body of 
of five hundred men, and speedily foUow0d iu 
person : when, having renewed more strictly 
th,eir former leagues and gp^ienants, they with 
one accord proceeded on their march to Wex- 
ford; and uniting their forces with those of 
FiTz-STEPHEN,commenced an attack upon that 
city ; but they failed in their first attempt, 

* Not to' watch the doings of his countrymen, whereby to 
take ihem in a trip, but to note, mark, and consider the nature,!^ 
^ hianncr, and. disposition of the country and people, whereby to 
^ advertize the Earl how he should provide and order his doings 
agAtfsl his coming over into the land. Hooker. 

t tWmiUtes of GiraWzAhave been translated into gentkmen 
ff service by his annotator.' Hooker^ 
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and were repuUed by. the townsmen. Amongst 
the assailants, was a youth named Robebt 
Barbi*, who, •* being hot and of a lusty cou- 
rage, and nothing afraid of death, so he might 
atchieve unto honour, gave the first adventure 
to scale the walls ; but he was stricken with a 
great stone upon the headpiece, wherewith he 
fell head- long down into the ditch, and escaped 
very hardly." On the following morning the 
attack was renewed by the English f witl) such 
vigour, that the townsmen sued for peace, 
which they obtained upon a promise of strict 
fidelity, and delivery of hostages. AIac Mo- 
BOGH now fulfilled his covenant with Fitz- 
Stephen, and delivered up to him the town of 
Wexford; and to Hervey de Moni-Mau- 
EiCE he gave in fee the two cantreds, lying on 
the sea-side between Wexford and Water- 
ford. ^^. 

Tliese successes of Mac Morogh, and his 
.English allies, excited the attention of Rode- 
rick O'Connor, Prince of Con naught; but 



* Robert Barri was the eldest son of WiHiam de Barri^ of Ma" 
norbeer, in Pembrokeshire, who married Angharad, sister of Uo- 
bert Fitz-Stephen^ and daughter of the celebrated Nest. 

t 1 call the enemy by tlie name of English in distinction to 
the Irishy though in fact Robert Fitz Stephen, Maurice deP render- 
gast, and Robert Barri, were by the father's suh Norman, ind by 
the mother's, Welsh. I shall, however, in future, call these ad-^ 
venturers by the general term of English. 



# 
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doubtful of the event of war, he thought it 
more prudent to conclude a treaty with them, 
by which Mac Mo^ogh should be allowed 
to retain the whole Province of Leinster, to 
him and his h^irs ; but acknowledging Ra- 
2>£RiCK to be chief monarch of Irelaitd*, 
and yielding him all the service due to that 
high station. As a further pledge of friendship 
between them, Roderick promised Mac Mo- 
ROGH his daughter in marriage; and they se- 
cretly agreed, ** that as soon as Mac Morogh 
. had reestablished good order in the Province of 
Leinster* he should send home all the English, 
and should not procure any more to come 
over." 

But, at this very crisis, Maurice Fitz-Ge- 
R AID lands at Wexford with a fresh supply 
of troops, consisting of ten gentlemen of ser- 
vice, thirty horsemen, and about a hundred 
archers and footmen ; upon which intelligence, 
Mac Morogh, availing himself of this unex- 
pected reinforcement, is determined to revenge 
the many injuries which he and his father had 
oftentimes received from the citizens of Dub- 

* Each province of Ireland had their particular princes, and 
none of these did hold any one of the other; but choice was 
made of some one of thera, by the whole estates of the land, to be 
Monarch ; and he for the time being, did take and receive ho* 
mage and^ealty of all the others; not m respect that he wa^ a 
* jtarticular princCf hut because he ipas the Monarch. Hooker. 
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riN: and whilst Fitz-Stephen was actively 
employed in erecting a fortress upon a rock 
near Wexford, called Carreg, he prevails 
upon Fit«-Gerald to accompany him to Dub- 
lin. Having ravaged all the, environs of the 
city, and its ac^oining territory, the citizens are 
compelled to sue for peace, and to take the 
oaths of fealty and allegiance. 

Mac Morogh elated by these unforeseen sue* 
cesses, still breathing the spirit of revenge 
against Roderick, and meditating the inva- 
sion of Con NAUGHT, now thinks proper to re* 
mind Earl Strongbow of his promise made to 
him at Bristol; and thus addresses him : 

^^ Tempera si numeres^ qu{e nos mimeramus egentesy 
Non venit ante suum nostra querela diem.'^ 

** If you do well consider and mark the time 
as we do which are in distress, then we do not 
complain without cause, nor out of time. For 
we have- already seen the storks and the swal- 
jows ; the summer birds are also come, and with 
the westerly winds are gone again. We have 
long looked and wished for your coming, and 
albeit the winds have been at east and easterly ; 
yet hitherto you are not come unto us. Where- 
fore now linger no longer, but hasten yourself 
hither with speed ; that it may tliereby appea^r, ' 
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not want of good will, nor forgetfulness of pro- 
mise, but the injury of time hath been hitherto 
the cause of your long stay. All Leinster is 
already wholly yielded unto us ; and if you will 
speedily come away with some strong company 
and force, we doiibt not but that the other four 
portions* will be recovered, and adjoined to 
this the fifth portion. Your coming therefore, the 
more speedy it is,, the more grateful ; the more 
hasiy, the more joyful ; and the sooner the bet-: 
ter welcome; and then our mislike of your 
long lingering, shall be recompensed by your 
soon coming j for friendship and good-will is 
recovered and nourished by mutual offices, and 
by benefits it groweth to a more assuredness.'' 
. Strongbow continued undecided whether he- 
should adhere to the promise made to Mag Mo- 
rogh; but at length he made application to 
King Henry, requesting of him either a full 
restoration of such possessions as by inheritance 
did lawfully appertain unto him, or liberty to 
seek his fortune in foi'eign countries;, but he 
could gain no decisive answer from his Royal 
Master, who was jealous of the successes which 
the English and Welsh adventurers had already 

.* The other four portions here alluded to, are Connaught^ 
Mumtery Ulster j and Meatk: the latter of which is now no 
longer a province of Ireland, but degraded into the Counties of 
Meath and Westmtaih, 
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niet with in Ireland ; but his ansteer was of 
such a nature, ^* licentia ironica magis qUant 
vera,'' that Strongbow ventured to construd 
it to his own advantage, and determined td 
undertake the Irish expedition. The winter 
season being past, he sent over before him a va- 
liant and expert young man of his own family, 
named Revmunp, accompanied by ten gentle- 
men of service, and seventy archers. They took 
shipping about the calends of May, A.D. 1 170, 
and having made good their landing under a 
rock on the sea-coast, called Dundunolf*,' 
which lieth between Waterford and Wex- 
FotiD, and about four miles east from the for- 
mer, they threw up a slender fortress of turf 
and wattle, " tenue satis ex virgis et cespitd 
castrum erexerunt ;' but they did not long re- 
main at rest in their new settlement ; for the 
citizens of Waterford, on the hews of their 
landing, immediately flew to arms, and assisted 
by Malacby O'Feolain, Prince of the Dje- 

* This place is thus written by Giraldus : Dr. Smith, in his 
History of Waterford, names .it Dundrone, and in a note adds^ 
" that in some accounts, the landing is said to Have been at Dori- 
Isle, in the County of Waterford, The annotator on Giraldus, 
(Hooker) says, " that Dundonolfr is a rock standing in the 
County of Waterford, upon the sea side, about eight English 
miles east from Waterford, and about twelve Irish miles south 
from Wexford: it has a strong castle appertaining to the an- 
cient house of the Powers of Kilmaithen, (KilmeadenJ and calK 
ed by the name of Dundorogh** 
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ciESy crossed the River SuirEi which separates 
tl>e Provinces of Desmond and Leinster, and 
marched directly, with a force of three thou- 
sand men, to attack the invaders. The gallant 
Reimund came forth to meet them with his 
small but determined, band of associates : but 
the numbers were too unequal ; and after the 
first onset, he was compelled to i;etreat tow-ards 
his fort The Danes and Irish, thinking their 
victory complete, pursued them so closely, that 
they entered the gates fighting. Reimund, 
aware of his perilous situation, boldly faced the 
enemy, and ran through with his sword the fore- 
most who had gained admittance ; then with a 
loud and animated voice, cried out to his com- 
pany to be of good comfort His troops rally 
again around him, and making a desperate 
sally, put the enemy to flight Five hundred 
were slain on the field of battle ; many others 
precipitated from the rocks into the sea, and 
seventy of the principal citizens^ were detained 
as prisoners of war*. Thus, exclaims Giral- 



* The cause of this happy reverse of fortune, has been re- 
lated somewhat differently by Regan (ihe servant and^ interpreter 
of Mac MoroghJ^ he says, " The company with Reymund did 
not exceed one hundred English ; but before the enemies com- 
ing, he had gotten into his hands all the, cows of the country 
near him. Being besieged, by a general consent it was advised, 
rather to sally and die manfully, than endure a lingering siege. 
Reymund then commands the gates to be opened, the cattle was 
2 
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Dus, fell the prWe of Waterford ! thus did 
its powder vanish ! 

The treatment of these prisoners became a 
matter of serious dispute between Rcimukp, 
and Heryet de Mont Maurice, who^imme* 
diately on his landing, had come to his assist* 
ance with three gentlemen of service. The for- 
mer, leaning to the side of mercy, contended^ 
** That these prisoners are no enemies now, but 
men ; no rebels, but such as be vanquished and 
overthrown ; and by standing forth in defence 
of their country^ by evil fortune, and a worse 
destiny, are subdued. Their adventures were 
honest, and their attempts commendable, and 
therefore they are not to be reputed for thieves, 
factious persons, traitors, nor yet murtherers* 
They are now brought to that distress and case, 
that rather mercy for exampleVsake, is to be 
shewed, than cruelty to the increasing of their 
misery is to be administered. Surely our an- 
cestors were wont in times of good success and 
{prosperity, to temperate their loose minds, and 
unruly affections, with someone incommodity 
or other. Wherefore let mercy and pity, which 
in a man is most commendable, work so in us, 
that we, who have overcome others, may also 



driven forth , and followed with shouts and dries, to affright 
them, who brake in upon the Irish, put them into such confu- 
sion, that the English obtained an easy victory .'* 
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taow subdiie our own minds, and conquer our 
own affections ; for modesty, moderation, and 
discretion, are wont to stay hasty motions, and 
to stop rash devices. O how commendable and 
honourable it is to a nobleman, that in his 
greatest triumph and. glory, he coiinteth it for 
a sufficient revenge, that he can- revenge and 
be v/reaked !" 

: HjBEVEy,on the contrary, pleaded for cruelty 
and death. He replied, *^ Our victory is to be 
so used, that the destruction of these few may 
be a terror to many ; whereby all others, and 
this wild and rebellious nation may take an ex- 
ample, and beware how they meddle and en- 
counter with us. Of two things, we are to make 
choice of one ; for either we must valiantly and 
courageously stand to perform what we have 
taken in hand, and all fond pity set aside, 
boldly and stoutly overthrow and vanquish this 
rebellious and stubborn people ; or if we shall, 
after the mind and opinion of Reymund, alto- 
gether be pity ful, and full of mercy, we must 
hoist up our sails, and return home, leaving 
both the country and our patrimony to this mi- 
serable and wretched people." 

The opinion of Hervey was best liked, and 
the captives (like men condemned) were brought 
to the rocks, and their limbs being first broken, 
M''ere cast headlong into the sea. 

In the mean time^ Earl Strongbow was , 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. xlvU 

active in making preparations for tbis great ex- 
pedition. Coasting the southern provinces of 
Wales, and collecting levies of the most 
chosen youth of the country, he proceeded to 
St, David's, and having procured the neces-' 
saries for his voyage, he set sail from Milfoud 
Haven with a favourable wind, and landed in 
the Bay of Waterfoed on the 2Sd August, A. D. 
1171. This military force consisted of about 
two hundred gentlemen of service, and a thou- 
sand soldiers. 

The day on which Strongbow landed (the 
23d of August) was the vigil of the feast of St, 
Barthoi.om£w ; on which account the attack 
of Waterforb was probably deferred till the 
day succeeding the festival : . 

^^ Mane "cerd post festuniy diequidem Martis, 
Martia communiter ad urbis insultum vexilla 
foehuntur.'' 

The citizens who had escaped from the pur- 
suit of Reymund, after their attack on his fort 
at DuNDONOLF, defended themselves manfully 
on this occasion, and gave the English two dif- 
ferent repulses. Reymund, however, espying a 
small house of timber *, built upon posts, and 

• The credit of this man(tWDre has been given to Reymund^ by 
many authors. The annotator on Giraldus (Hooker) says, '^ that 
JRf«7W97 J joined Strongbom^on the morrow after his landing with 
forty gentlem^ of service," and that by th« assent and desire of 
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connected with the wall of the city, encotirag^ 
ed his soldiers to cut down the posts that &up^ 
porteil it, which having accomplished, the 
house fell to the ground, and bringing down 
with it a large portion of the wall, occasioned a 
breach, through which the English immediately 
entered the town, and putting the inhabitants 
to death without dbtinction, obtained a most 
bloody victory \ Amongst the prisoners weie 
Reginald, Prince of the Danes at Watek** 
FORD, and Malachy OTeoiain, Prince of 



the whole'anny, he was api>ointed their generafysimo: he adds 
also, that Reymund^nt espied this house of timber, upon which 
the Uitt of JFaierfardirtstsd* Sut Gtralim is silent x)n tbb 
last event; be says, *^ videns domumculam quondam T whic^, ac* 
cording to his text, would seem to apply to Earl Richardf the 
name of Rcymund not having appeared. Indeed the following 
passage at the condhision of his account of the landing of 
StrongbaWy cap. xvi. lib. 1, seems to prove, that Mac Marogh^ 
Rn^mnndy Fitz^iepheHf and Mmtrice Fttt^exaldf did not anive 
at Waterford till after the city was taken. •* Captii igitur, &€• 
sed interventu Dermitiiy qui chm MaurUio, et Stephanidcf nee 
turn et Reymundo jam turn advenerat et ad vitam reservatisi' 
&C. &c. 

* In the very place pf this .assault, is'Sbw builded a strong 
fort and block bouse,which is very well furnished and appointed 
with ordinance and shot. It is in the very east angk or point 
of the walls of the city, and within, on the. south side th«^ 
walls, it doth appear how tjbe jsame was imtned -by Jifae English* 
men at this their entij'. H^aker^ A. D. 1 jysfiw 
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the Dficiits^ whose lives irefe sjiared at theish 
tercessionof Derhod Mac Morooh. 

This scene of carnage was quickly succeeded 
by one of great festivity, and the promised 
contract was completed between Earl Strong* 
BOW, and Eva, daughter and heiress to Der^* 
MOD Mac Morooh, Prince of Lrinstrr. 
But no sooner was the marriage duly sd^ 
lemnized, than the victorious chieftains agaii^ 
unfurled their banners, and proceeded on theit 
march towards Dublin. Mac Morogh hav- 
ing received advice, that the citizenil had called 
together a very considerable force to their as- 
sistance, and beitig apprehensive that many ob* 
stacles might occur on the direct road to Dub^ 
jLiN, took a circuitous march to the eastward^ 
and by crossing the mountains of Glenda* 
LOGH, conducted his army safe beforethe wall$ 
of the city. 

Towards its inhabitants Mac MoRopB breath- 
ed a very just and natural spirit of revenge, for 
they had murdered his father in a public and 
open manner, and had added insult to theit 
crime, by interring a dog with him in his grave. 
^^ Pr(B omnibus namque civihus istos non imme^ 
ritd habebdt espsoi. In medio namque domiks 

* The tower in which these prisoners were taken, was at that 
time called RtgiiuMs T&uer, from the name of its Dai^jsh 
founder; it is p&^ known by the name of Rmgtauer^ and a plate 
with a deso^j^t^ is giyra i>y Sfn 0rqKf in his Iris^ Aa^ 
gvities. 

f 
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cuiUsdam g7^andisy ubi, tanquani in forOy pf^^ 
curia seder e consueverant ; pair em ipsius in; 
teremptum^ damno dedecus annectentesy cum 
ct^necivescumulaverant.'' 

Whilst the elders of the city, with Law-* 
R£NC£ the Archbishop at their head, were de- 
bating whether it would not be advisably to 
treat with Mac Morogii and his allies^, Rey^ 
MUND and MxLO D£ Cooan, two spirited 
young men, rushed into the city, and gainedr 
a complete victory. The better part of the in- 
habitants, collecting their valuables, fled with 
Hasculph, the Danish chieftain, to the port, 
and embarking on board the vessels and boats^. 
sailed to the northern islands. 

Stroxgbow having remained a few days at 
Dublin to reestablish the tranquillity of that 
city, and having entrusted the care of it to Mi- 
Lo DE Cog an, was induced, by Mac Moeogh,. 
to invade and lay waste the territory of his old 
and inveterate enemy O'Ruark, Prince of 
Meath; upon which, Roderick O'Connor, 
King of Connaught, thinking, "that as his 
neighbour's house was set on fire, his own might 
portly suffer the same fate," sent messengers te 
Mac Morogh, with letters to this purpose : 

* ^ Contrary to the order of peace, thou ha'st 
called together into this land a great multijiude. 
of strangers ; and as long as thqu did>l kee^ 
l^ysdf withiii tiiine o^n counti^ of Ii£{Ki»T£ft| 
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We bare therewith, and were t:onten ted. Bill as 
now, not caring for thy oath, nor regarding the 
safety of thy hostages, thou ha'st so insolently 
passed thy bounds ; I am to require thee to re^ 
tire, and withdraw these ex^curses of strangers, ^ 
or else, without fail, I will cut off thy son's 
head, and send it thee." 

Mac MoROGH, however, paid no attention 
either to this message, or to his former compact 
with Roderick, but answered, ** that Ivs would 
not desist from his enterprize, until he had sub- 
dued all CoNNAUGHT, [which he claimed as his 
ancient inheritance,] and recovered the Mo- 
narchy of Irei^and." Upon which, Hode* 
RitK ordered his son's head (whom he had re- 
ceived as a pledge of their former Contract) to 
bfecutofF. 

A synod was now held at Armagh, consist* . 
ing of the whole clergy of Ireland, to consi- 
der respecting the arrival of these strangers in 
their country ; when it was unanimously agreed, 
that their sins, and particularly their custom of 
buying English subjects from merchants and 
pirates, and reducing them to slavery, had 
called down upon their nation the Divine cen- 
sure, and therefore it Avas decreed, with the 
universal consent of the whole assembly, that 
from henceforth the English should be released 
from bondage, and set free. < ; . . 

e^ :• 
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Exaggertted accounts of tbeae victorieav 
ttiit)ing, that STftoNcsow had not only reco- 
vered his own inheritance in Lbikster, but 
had extended his conquests to other territories 
whereunto he bad no title, reached the ears of 
his Royal Master, who issued a proclamation ^ 
prohibiting strictly the entry of any vessel 
with supplies or merchandize, into the ports of 
Ireland ; and ordering all his English subjects 
to return home before the next ensuing Easter, 
upon pain of forfeiture of their estates, and per-^ 
sonal banishment. 

The advice of a council called by the Earl on 
this distressful event, was, that Reymund 
should be sent to the King in AquiTaine with 
letters to this effect : 

^' My right honourable Lord! I came into 
this knd with your leave and favour, (as I re^ 
member) for the aiding and helping of your 
servant Dermod Mac Morogh ; and whatso*^ 
ever I have gotten and purchased, either by 
him, or any others^ as I confess a^nd acknow«^ 
ledge the same from and by the means of your 
gracioits goodness, so shall the same still vest, 
and remain at youf devotion and command- 
ment'' 

Rktmund repaired immediately to the King^ 
but could gain no favourable answ^er to the 
EarlV lett^v ^^^ a8sista,nce for his friends in 
distress^ 
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A.I). 1 171* In the month of May, (about 
the Calends) Dermod Mac Morooh, King of 
Lei NSTERi died at Fernes. He has been de- 
scribed by GiRALDUSy ^ as a tall man of stature, 
and of a large and great body ; a valiant and a 
bold warrior ; and by reason of his continual 
liallowing, his voice was hoarse. He rather 
clK)se to be feared than to be loved ; a great 
oppressor of his nobility, but a great advancer 
of the poor and weak. To his own people he 
was rough and grievous; and hateful unto 
atrangers ; he would be against all men, and all 
men against him.^ '^ Manus omnium contri 
ipsum, et ipse contrarius omni.^^ 
, About Whitsuntide, the late Governor of 
DoBLiN, Hasculph, the Dane, who had 6ed 
so precipitately on the last attack of that city, 
reappeared at the mouth of the River Liffet, 
with a large and well appointed fleet of sixty 
ships. 

His troopsi under the command of John the 
Furious, made good their landing, and march- 
ed towards the eastern gate, where Milo de 
Cog AN was ready to receive them. The contest 
was sharp ; and fortune would probably have 
ultimately favoured the'superior numbers of the 
Danes, had not Richard pe Cogak, by a well 
concerted feint, relieved his brave brother 
Milo. On seeing his perilous situation, he sud- 
denly and secretly issued from the postern 
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gate, and stealing upon the backs of his ene- 
mies, made a great shout, and fell upon them ; 
which unexpected attack so surprised and dis- 
mayed the Danes, that although the fate of the 
contest was still uncertain, they broke their 
ranks, and fled. 

John the Furious fell in battle, and Has- 
CULPH, in endeavouring to escape to his ships, 
was taken prisoner, and conducted in triumph 
to that city, over which he so lately presided 
as governor. He was reserved for ransom, but 
on being brought before Mi lo de Cogan, and 
his council, his furious temper betrayed him : 
** We are come hither now, says the Dane, but 
a small company, and a few of us, and these 
are but the beginnings of our adventures ; but 
if God send me life, you shall see greater mat- 
ters ensue and follow." Upon which, Milo 
revoked his former offers of ransom,and ordered 
his head to be struck off. 

The situation of Strongbow and his brave 
associates became every day more distressful ; 
all intercourse was interdicted with England, 
and no favourable answer could be procured 
from the King. 

The Irish Princes, instigated by Lawrence 
O'TooL, Archbishop of Dublin, availed them- 
• selves of this favourable opportunity in endea- 
vouring to throw off the Enghsh yoke. They 
•procured assistance from Gothred, King of 
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the IsiE OF Man ; andRoDERrcVO'Coirx'oR, 
King of CoNNAUGHi-, joined this powerful co- 
alition. ,./'.. 

The £arl and his associates had been closely^ 
besieged within the city for two months, and 
their provisions began to fail: to add to the 
general distress, they received intelligence that 
Fitz-Stbphen was also besieged within his fort 
at Carreg, hy three thousand citizens of Wex- 
ford. In this awful dilemma, Maurice Fitz- 
Gerald addressed his fellow soldiers, stating 
to them their very perilous situation, the im-t 
possibility of receiving any succours from sea; 
and the odium they should incur, if th^ suf- 
fered their brave companion, Fitz-Stephen, 
who first led the way into Ireland, to perisli 
for want of assistance, &c. &c. He was warmly 
seconded by his nephew Retmund, who tt^Id 
thent, ** that the time is short, the perils immi*- 
nent, and the dangers great; and therefore no 
delays are now to be used. It is no time now 
lo sit in council, nor to spend much time iu 
long speeches ; but in present perils, \vm mnsft 
use present remedies* We are to. look for little 
comfort out of England. I know the King dis-* 
praiseth not our activities, but yet he favoureth 
^lot.our successes; he djscomniendeth not oar 
valiantness, but yet envieth at our glory ; in. 
words, he reporteth well of our services, but 
yet he secretly hindereth the same ; he fear^th 
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that which we mean not, and douhteth of that 
which we thmk not; to trust therefore unto 
them, who care not for us ; to look for help 
from them, who mitld not anjr; and to wait 
f6r reliefi where none is meaut ; it were hut a 
mere foUy^and a l6st labour on our parts^and in 
theendilike to return toour own shame, reproach 
and oonfusioii. Wherefore being out of all 
hope of any further help or supply, and out 
of all doubt of any further comfort qr relief, let 
OS, as becometh noble, lusty, and valiant men, 
try the course of fortune, and prove the force 
of the enemy* And what though our enemies 
be n^er so many, and we in respect of them 
hut an handfull, should we tberefore.be afraid, 
IS though victory stood in multitudes, and 
conquest in great numbers? No, no, Kings be 
sot so saved, nor Princes do so conquer ; for a 
few men well disposed, and a small number well 
encouraged,, are sufficient to encounter with a 
greater number, being wretched and sluggards. 
My mind then and opinion is, that we do issua 
out upon them as secretely and as suddenly as 
mr0 may, and boldly give the onset upon 
tbem»**V 

^This speech of Rfifmmd is not given by GinddyBf in tkf 
pdnted text of bis Hibtma esppvgnatOf but as it is given i{| 
Jengtb by the translator, and forms a separate chapter, via. xxiv. 
I am inclined to think, that he translated from some other mar 
l^usfript copy of Giraldus. When I referred tp his different MSS* 
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rTHs aQimated ^>eech of Reymund produced 
the desired effect upon the minds of the soldiers^ 
w1h>. unanimously yielded to his advice, and re- 
solved to attack the enemy« Amongst these 
gallant chieftains, were Earl StuongboVi 
Maurice Fitjp-Geralo, with his two sons^ 
GiftAu> and Alexavdeb, BeiTmunp, Milo 
PE CoGAN, and Metlee Fitz-HeiTrt : hav^ 
ing resolved that the first and principal effort 
should be made against Roderick, Prince of 
Con NAUGHT, this determined band, consisting 
of about 600 men, salUed forth from the city 
in the morning, about the ninth hour, against 
an host of 30,000 men, each con tend ng who 
should be foremost in this desperate undertak- 
ing, but Retmund ** inter primos primus €3c^ 
istens,'' among the first being the first, et longi 
ante alios, and long before the rest, gave the 
first adventure, and perforated two of the ene- 
my with his lance. The unsuspecting enemy 
thus surprised, were suddenly put to flight, and 
Roderick, who at the commencement of the 
attack, was sitting in his bath, escaped with 
difficulty. The English pursued the fugitives 
on all sides till evening, when they returned 

relating to WakSy I found they varied very much, some being 
much more diffcTse than others ; and as the 25th chapter of 
ffookcTf b the translation of the 24th of GiraUtiUy it appears as if 
Camdm had omitted the chapter contaiaing this i^ech of B^ 
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laden with spoils, anda plentiful supply of pro* 
visions. ' 

The City of Dublin being again rendered 
secure, and the Province of Leinster recover- 
ed, the army recruited by fresh supplies, ajid 
6ncouraged by a considerable booty, Strong- 
bow proceeded with all possible dispatch to the 
relief of his friend Fitz-Stephen, at Wbx- 
TaRD, who, under a false pretence, had b^n 
induced to surrender himself into the hands of 
his enemies*. 

Some Irish historians say, that the Earl was 
attacked, on his journey thither, by a chieftain 
of the country, named O'Ryan, at a place 
called ''The Earl's Pass,'' in the Country of 
•ODRONEf, and that his only son, a youth of 

* The Irish and Danes seeing there was little prospect of 
taking Fitz-Stepken and his fort hy open assault, had recourse 
to treachery, " ad consuetafallacice telcyjigmentaqiie dolosa concur- 
fwitJ* They conducted the Bishops of Wexford and KitdarCy 
together with other persons dressed in religious habifs, before 
the rampaiCts of the Castle, and there, in the presence of their 
religious relics, take their corporal oath on the Holy book, '^ that. 
Dublin is taken, and that Strongbow, Fitz-Gerald, Rei/mundy and 
the whole English array were destroyed, and that the united 
armies of Cormaught and Leinster were on their march towards 
Wexfordr 

t Odrone^ or rather, IT^z-i/roiie, is a Barony in the County of 
CarloWf which appears at this time to have been a territory be- 
longing to the CfRyanSy and held by fealty and service under 
the King of ieiW^er. By the marriage of Earl Strongbow, with 
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about seventcea years, frighted by the num- 
ber and ululations of the Irish, ran away from 
the field of battle, and made towards Dublin ; 
but being there informed of his futher's victory, 
he joyfully returned to congratulate him on 
that success; but the severe General, having 
first reproached him with cowardice, caused him 
immediately to be executed, by cutting him off 
in the middle with a sword. Such is the ac- 
count given of this transactionby Sir Richard 
Cox, in his History of Ireland^ who adds, 
** that the tomb both of the father and the son is 
yet to be seen in the body of Christ Church, 
Dublin, whereon formerly was this bald epi* 
taph: 

^' Nate ingrate, mihipugnanti terga dedistiy 
Non mihi, sedgenti, regno quoque terga dedisti 

On approaching to Wexford, Strongbow 
received intelligence, that the Irish had set fire 
to the city, and had retreated to an island 
within the harbour, called Begery *, and they 

Eva] daughter of that Prince, the services devolved on the Earl, 
to whom, by (fRyatCs non-submission and resistance, it became 
forfeited. {Regan, NotCy p. 30.) 

* Begery, or Little Ireland, is an island quite to the north of 
Wexford harbour. St Ivor built a celebrated monastery here, 
and founded a school, over which he presided so early as the 
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took an opportunity of informing him, that if 
he proceeded any farther, they would cut oiF 
the heads of Fitz^tephsn and all their pri^ 
6oner«; upon which Stronobow; changed his 
TOut€, and marched ta Waterford, where he 
found Hervey de Mont Maurice, just re* 
turned from his embassy to the King, 

By his advice the Earl was persuaded to re« 
turn to England* He immediately took shipping, 
accompanied by his friend Hervet, and met 
King Henrt at Newenham in Gloucester- 
SHIRE ; where, after many sharp altercations, a 
reconciliation at length took place, by a con# 
vention and the intervention of Hervey. It 
was agreed, that the Earl should swear allc" 
giance unto the King, and surrender to him 
the City of Dubiik, with the adjoining can* 
treds, together with all towns and castles bor-^ 
deri ng on the sea coast, and that as to the resi-^ 
due of his acquisitions, he should retain them to 
himself, and to his heirs, but holding the samp 
of the King and of hisheirs. 

This long disputed cause being amicably set* 
tied, the Earl accompanied his Royal Master 
through South Wales, to the town of Pem» 
BROKE, where he continued for some time, 
collecting his fleet, and amusing himself with 

yesrSSO; he clied A.D. 500, and was ioiemd here; and his 
^jTcljcs ire still held in great Tcnerfition, 
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his favmirite diversion of hawking ♦. When 
atl the necessary preparations were made for 
this Irish expedition, King Henrt set sail 
from MiLFORD Haven, and on the 18th of 
October, 1178, landed at Waterford, with an 
army consisting of five hundred knights, or 
gentlemen of service, and a large body of infe- 
rior troops f • 

During the absence of Strongbow, O^Ru- 
ARK, the one-eyed King of Meath, mado 
another effort to recover his lost possesstoniy 
and laid siege to Dublin ; but he was repuls- 
ed by the brave Mild de Cooan, with great 
slaughter, and the loss of his only son. 

Soon after the King's arrival at WaterforPj 
the citizens of Wexford, under a pretence of ob^ 
sequiousness, and intimating that he had invaded 
iRELANt) without the royal permission, brought 
Fitz*St£PHEN inchaiqs before.the King ; who 
reprimanded bini for his audacity, and order<« 
ed him to be confined in Reginald's Tower, 
Then came Dermod Mac Cartht, King of 
Cork, and voluntarily submitted himself unto 
the King, took the oath of allegiance, and 



^ See Giraldus Cambremuf Itmcraty ofWduj book u eh(q>tcr 
12> where he relates an anecdote of the Royal Hawking. 

t Lord I^ttdton states^ that &e number of his vessels amonnt- 
ed to 440 large ships ; aiul Sir JRtdiani Oa says, thfti iiis inf^ 
lior tro<^ aoMNmted to 40()0« 
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agreed to pay a certain tribute anntlall3''i 
From Waterford the King removed Math 
his army to Lismore, where he stayed two? 
days, aod from thence proceeded to Cashel, 
where, upon the banks of the Riv6r SuiREy 
Donald, King of Limerick, came unto him, 
swore tealty, and became tributary ; as in like 
manner did Donald, Prince of Ossort, and 
Malachy O'Feolain, Prince of the Decies. 
Henry having ordered garrisons to be esta-^ 
bliahed at Cork and Limerick, returned to 
Waterford, where taking pity of the brave 
Fit2-Stephen, he released him from capti- 
vity, restoring to him his former possessions^ 
Wexford alone excepted, which he reserved 
for himself. 

Having entrusted the government of Wa- 
terford to Robert Fitz-Bernard, the King 
proceeded on his march towards Dublin, 
through OssoRY, and on his journey received 
submission from many of the Irish Princes; but 
the haughty Koderick O'Connor, of Con- 
it aW5hT| would not step beyond the Shannon 
to greet the English Monarch ; there Hu<jh 
DE Lacy, and William Fitz-Aldeline, met 
him, and administered the oath of allegiance. 
Thus, according to Giraldus, *' there was no 
one within that land, who was of any name or 
countenance, but that he did present himself 
before the King's Majesty, and yielded unto 
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him^ul^ectionand due obedience." " Nee ali^ 
cujusferh in insula vel nominis erat vel omiuiSf 
qui Regice Majestati vel sui .pr^sentiam^ vel, 
debitam domino reverentiamj 7U>n exhiberetJ"' 

Tranquillity being now reestablished within 
the island, King Henrt ordered a Synod to be 
held at Cashel, where sundry wholesome re<* 
gulations respecting the church and state were 
proposed and enacted *. The historian, Mat- 
thew Paeis, says, '* that in this same year, a 
council was held at Lismore, where the Eng- 
lish system of. legislature was established." 
*' Sed Rex Pater antequam ab Hibernid redi- 
ret, apud Lissemor concilium congregavit, ubi 
Leges AnglicB ab omnibus gratanter sunt re- 
ceptee^ et juratoriaj cautione prestitd, conjir- 
mattJeJ" , As no mention is made of this import- 
ant meeting by Giraldus, I am inclined to 
think, that it has been confounded with the 
Synod at Cashel, over which the Bishop of 
Lismore presided. Regan, however, mentions 
the. King having passed through Lismore, 
where hq ordered a castle to be built. 

The King kept his Christmas at Dublin; 
but such was the mean state of that city, that 
no house could be found sufficiently large for 



• The^Gonstitutions of Casktl are recorded by Gir(Mu9y in \m 
Bihrnia Eipugnata, lib. i. cap. 33, 4. • 
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his household, and he was obliged to construct 
one of twigs and wattles, according to the 
custom of the country. 

This winter proved so very tempestuous \ 
that scarcely a single vessel could approach the 
island ; nor could the King receive any intel- 
ligence whatever from the Continent; He re- 
mained for some timeatWEXFOED, anxiously 
expecting news from England, and during the 
time of his residence in that city, he made use 
of every artifice to ingratiate himself with Ret-^ 

HUND, MiLO DE CoGAN, WiLLIAM MaCKA-^ 

RELL, and Others of the principal people; that 
by strengthening his own party, he might 
weaken that of Earl Stbongbow, whom he still 
regarded with a jealous eye. 

About Mid-Lent some vessels from £n6« 
I.AND and Aquitaine reached the Irish coasts 
with the important intelligence, that two car« 
dinals had been sent unto the King in Nor« 
mandy, by order of the Pope, to enquire into 
the circumstances of Becket's death; that 
they had been M^aiting his return for some 
months, and that, if he did not speedily cotM 
over to them, they would lay all his domi* 

* The effects of these tempests on the coast of South Walet 
tt Newgal Sands, are related by Giraldits in his Wel^h Itinerary 
book i.. chapter 15. 
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tiions, both at home and abroad, under tm in* 
tcrdictk Henry therefore committed the cus- 
tody of his towns and castles to the most trusty 
of his subjects, and to check the ascendency of 
StronoboW, having made very considerable 
grants of lands and provinces to others, he em« 
barked at Wexford, and landed safely in the 
Harbour of Saint David's; from Mrhence, 
after the manner and habit of a pilgrim, with 
his staff in hand, he walked up towards the 
city, where he was received at the Porta Alba, 
or white gate, in all due form, by the dignitaries 
of the church *. 

The rich Province of Meath, together with 
the principal command of the city of DtJBLiiT, 
had been conferred by King Henrt, upon 
Hugh de Lacy, who shortly found himself un- 
equal to so important a trust. He nearly fell a 
sacrifice to the treachery of O'Ru ark, but was , 
rescued from his perilous situation by the bra- 
very of Maurice Fitz Gerali*. The Irish 
chieftain, who on so many occasions had proved 
himself hostile and troublesome to the English, 
was killed in this skirmish, by one Grvpfith^ 
and his head being cut oflT, was sent to the King 



* On this occasion, Giraldui relates the anecdote of the Ltfis 
LecUovar^ or speaking 's^ne, which he also mentions in hb JVi^ 
limerary^ when treating of St. Daci^s^ bookii ehaplerX. 

f 
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in Eirgland'*. Dissensioas also had ai^iseift 
amongst the bravest of the adventurers, Ret- 
MUNJj.and Hervey ; the army was badly paid, 
clothed, and supplied with provisions ; and tlie 
military operations against the Irish were slack 
tod slender ; in short discantents arose to such 
a pitch, that the soldiers in their distress ap- 
plied to Earl Strongbow, (who by. the com- 
mand of his Royal Master* had lately resumed, 
the reins of government) and exclaimed with 

* Xjoxi'Lj^tteUon, in his Life of '^mgHenry II, vol. v. p. 24d, 
saySy *' that O^RuarJcs head wa& cut off, and' set up on the great 
gate of the Castle of Uiiblin, and that on thie King's return from 
Normandy, it ^ was taken down, and sent to him in England.* 
He quotes Giraldus Hibernia Expugnata^ lib. i. cap. 40, for his 
authority ; but as the circumstance of the head being placed 
on the gate of Dublin, is not mentioned in the printed edi- 
tion, I- imagine his gained this informatioa from some MS. 
copy. The translation by Hooker^ printed in 1587, also varies' 
frequditly fvonvComcImls printed copy, in 1^2, being ii^ general 
more full; and this variation may be accounted for in the same 
way. When I was engaged, in examining the different mstnu- 
scripts of Giraldus relating to Wales, m&nv very perfect and 
beautifaV copies of his works upon- Ireland fell under my ob- 
servation in the rich repositbri«s at Oaford^ Cofnbridge^ Lorn*' 
hith^ and the British Museum. 

* The author of the Stathticd' Surrey of the County ofLeitrim, 
s^ys, " that the sreat 0*Rorkey (by whom I suppose the same 
personage is meant) lies ai full length oa a tomb over the burial 
ground of his family at Creevlea, in that County." The sam* 
circumstance is mentioned by Mr. Archdale. 
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bne voice, *' that unless he would again appoint 
Retmund to be their leader, they would either 
forsake his standard, and return to England, oc 
would enlist in the service of their Enemies. 

Strongbow having Complied \Vith their re- 
quest, Reymund renewed offensive operations 
against the Irish, and carried on a predatory 
it^ar with his usual success, until being sum* 
moned into Wales on the death of his father^ 
William Fitz-Gerald, the chief command 
of the army devolved on his rival, Hertey. 

A speedy reverse of fortune ensued, ** omnia 
statim in pejus ruerCj " the English were de* 
feated in the neighbourhood of Cashel, by 
Donald, Prince of Limerick ; and Rode* 
RICK O'CotTNOR, availing himself of these suc- 
cesses of his countrymen, crossed the SsAKNoy/ 
invaded the Province of Meath, and carried 
general devastation with him up to the very 
walls of Dublin. 

Earl Strongbow, who was at this time 
closely cooped up, and besieged within the city 
ofWATERFORD, fotcsaw uo probability of relief 
but from the tried skill and courage of Rey- 
mund. He therefore wrote pressing letters to 
him in Wales, earnestly entreating him to 
oome over to his assistance with all possible 
dispatch, and promising him on his arrival the 
hand of his sister Basilea, whom he had for a. 
long tim« tenderly loved. Reymvnd willingly 

fa 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IxVlir INTRODUiJTlOS'. 

obeyed the summons, and landed at WAttti" 
FORD with a fleet of fifteen tessels, and a rein- 
forcement of thirty gentlemen of service, an 
hundred horsemen, and three hundred chosen 
arefaersand infantry. The moment of his arrival 
was highly seasonable, for the citizens were 
actually deliberating on the murder of the Eng- 
lish ; and indeed, no sooner had the Earl and 
R:eymund turned their backs upon Water-' 
FORD, than the rebellious citizens assassinated 
the Governor, to whom the Earl had entrusted 
the command of the town, and all the English 
Inhabitants of either sex, who could not make 
their escape into Reginald's Tower. 

Whilst the nuptials were celebrating at 
Wexford^ between Retmund and Basilea 
the sister of Strongbow, intelligence arrived^ 
^at Roderick had invaded LeinsteR: upon 
which the bridegroom ** nee mno nee Venere 
retardatuSy^' buckled on his armour, and 
marched forth to meet the enemy; but Ro- 
derick hearing of the approach of Retmund, 
and having on former occasions proved his va- 
liantness, thought fit to retire into Conn aught; 
upon which, Reymund began to repair the 
Castle of Trim, and other forts that Roderick 
iiad dl&stroyed in Meath ; and thuSy through 
awe of him, ^^ pra timore mt%*^ tlie country 
enjoyed for some time a state of tranquillity. 
]|ut whilst the Province of. LEmsi^ER, an4 
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the Prince of Connaught were kept quiet by 
the address of Reymund, fresh disturbahces 
broke out in Munster. Donald O'ErTan, 
Prince of Limeuick, whose successes against 
the English under Hervey, have been before 
taken notice of, again took up arms, and un- 
mindful of the oath he had taken, threw off hil 
allegiance to the King: upon which, Retmund 
put himself at the head of a small but select 
army of eight hundred and twenty men, and 
marched towards the city of Limerick: ; but 
on reaching the banks of the Shannon, he 
found the river so deep, and the current so 
strong, that his army could not cross it in 
ijafety. Upon this occasion, one David Welsh 
clapped spurs to his horse, and plunging boldly 
into the stream, reached the opposite shore in 
safety, and exclaimed loudly, *^ that he had 
found a ford ;" yet never a man would follow 
him, save one Geoffrey Iudas, who, on his 
return with David to conduct the army across 
the river, was carried away by the impetuosity 
of the current, and unfortunately drowned. 
Meyx-eRj however, undismayed by this acci- 
dent, and seeing the awkward situation in 
which his kinsman Reymund was placed, ven- 
tiireid into tbfe river, and gained the opposite 
bank ; and whilst he was engaged in defend* 
ing himself against the citizens of Limehick, 
who attacke(i him with stones, and threatened 
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to kin him ; Retmund, who had hitherto bcei^ 
employed ii^ thp rear of his afmy, appeared on 
the riverside, and seeing the imminent dange? 
to which his nephew Meyleii was exposed^ex* 
)iorted his troops to try thp passage of the 
Shannon ; and such was the influence of thi^ 
brave leader oyer them, that at the risk of theii: 
lives, they followed him across the river^ and 
having put the enemy to flight, took quiet pos- 
session of their city. 

Reymund, having Ipft a strong garrison at 
LiMEEiCK, under the command pf Milo of S^. 
David's, his kinsman, ret^rned with the re«. 
mainder of his army to the borders of Lein** 
STEH. Hervey in the meantime, ever jealous 
of the powerful ascendency which his rival 
Reymund maintained over the minds of his 
soldiers, used every possible^ and even unjust 
means, to prejudice him in the. eyes of the Kiiig. 
By means of letters, he insinuated, that it was 
the intention of Reyj^iunp to usurp to himself^ 
not only the city of Limerick, but the sove- 
reignty of the whole island ; and he succeede4 
80 well in these his malicious representations, 
that the King sent over four of his servants 
to Ireland ; two of whom he ordered to bring. 
Reymund over with them into England; a:ad 
the other two he ordered to remai^i w\th Eat\: 
Steongbow. 

Whilst Reymunp was waiting for a fayouj 
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fh\e wind to waft him to the English coast in 
obedience to the royal mandate, a messenger 
arrived from the garrison at Limerick, with 
ititelligence, that Donald had invested the 
city wi til a powerful army; and that, as the 
garrison had nearly consumed their whole whi** 
ter stock of provisions, a speedy supply, and 
immediate succour were absolutely necessary. 
^TBONOBOw resolved without loss of time to fly 
to their relief ; but the whole army was so griev- 
ed at the departure of their gallant leader Rey- 
KUND, that they unanimously refused to niarqh 
to Limerick, unless led to battle by him. By 
the persuasion of Strong bow, and the con- 
currence of the "two counsellors, sent by the 
King, Reymund reassumed jthe command of 
the army. With this collected force, consisting 
of eighty gentlemen of service, twcT Imndred 
horsemen, and three hundred archers, besides 
pome Irish troops that had joined him, he pro- 
ceeded 6n his march towards Cashed., where 
he gained intelligence that Donald, Prince of 
Limerick, and Morogh, of Kinsale, were 
coming to meet him at the Pass of Cashel. 
This Pass was strong by nature, and had beeq 
rendered more difficult of access by throwing 
trees and hedges across it 

Whilst Donald was animating his troops 
to battle, the, impatient Meyler burst forth 
}ike a whirlwind, *' tanquam turbo vaiidus,'' dc- 
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Utroyed the hedges, opened a pasaage by hit 
sii^rd, '* viam gladiis aperuit et amptiavit,'^ 
and putting the enemy to flight, again tool( 
possession of the city of Lxmerio k. 

Shortly afterwards a parley was held by Ro^ 
PERiCK and Donald with Reymunp^ in 
which the Irish Princes once more swore alle-? 
giance to King Henry and his heirs, and deli- 
vered up hostages as a guarantee of their co^n- 
pact 

Fresh applications for assistance were now 
made to the victorious RETMyND, from Dee- 
mob Mac Cabthy, Prince of Desmond, (who 
had been treated with great severity and inr 
justice by his eldest son,) with liberal promises 
of ample recompence to himself, and good pay 
and subsistence to his soldiers. R£YMUNp,WhQ 
according to his biographer, M^as neither a de-? 
spiser of profit nor praise, ^^nec lucri necMudi^ 
contemptory' undertook the expedition, and 
Hjarched with his victorious banners toward&i 
CoRK,andhavingrestored the father to his lawful 
possessions, returned to Limerick well laden 
with booty and presents* But whilst Retmunq 
was thus engaged in the Province of Desmond, 
he received the following ^enigmatical letter 
from his wife BAsJtLEA at Dublin : 

** Noveritf (mi carimme) wstra dilectionis 
nnceritasy quod dens Hit molaris e( magnu^ qui 
iantum mihi doluerat^ jam cecidit Quaprop' 
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#er si qua vohis vel met, veletiam vestri de ctten 
i:urafuerit ; rcditum maturare non differatis.* 
^* Know ye, my dear lord, that ray great cheel? 
tooth, which was won't to ake so much, is now 
fallen out ; wherefore if ye have any regard of 
pae, or of yourself, come away with all speed.'' 
^^ RsTif UND well understanding that the 
ideath of Earl Steongbow was hereby alluded 
to, returned immediately to Limerick, where 
he communicated the event to some of his most 
^confidential friends, who unanimously agreed, 
that on account of the Earl's death, and his 
own (Reymund's) departure from Ireland, it 
would be advisable to relinquish the city of 
Limerick, as being so distant from the other 
settlements of the English, and so surrounded 
by enemies ; and to withdraw the troops from 
the protection of the sea-ports, towns, and forts 
iuLeinster. Rey^und unwillingly acquiesced, 
^nd as no person could be found to take upon 
himself the command of the city after his de- 
parture, he conferred the sole command of it 
on Donald, as a liege servant of the King, 
who accepted the government, and renewed his 
former promises of fidelity and service, by fresh 
oaths of allegiance ; but no sooner had Ret- 
MUND and his army passed the further end of 
the bridge, than at the in3tigation of the per* 
jured Donald, the citizens brake it down, and 
»et fire to the town in four different quarters. 
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When King Henry was informed of Rett 
hunb's conduct on this occasion, he is said to 
have replied, *' Noble was the enterprize in 
giving the first att§^ck upon the pity, but greater 
was the recovering thereof again : but it was 
wisdom only in quitting it. ^^ Magnus fuit 
ausus in aggrediendby major in subveniendo^ se4 
^apientia ^olu^n in desfituenda.^^ • ^ 

Reymund having conducted his army in 
safety to Dublin, the funerals of Earl Strong* 
pow were duly solemnized, by Lawrence, 
Archbishop of Dublin, and his body depo? 
sited in the church of the Hply Trinity. 

With the death of Earl Strongbow, I shall 
close my sketch of the English affairs in Ire- 
land ; but as a description of each of the several 
chieftains who figured so conspicuously in the 
invasion of this island, has been ably delineated 
l)y a contemporary historian *, it may perhaps be 
satisfactory to my readers to become more in- 
timately acquainted with the principal features 
of their persons^ as well as characters^ as like- 
wise with the style of writing adopted byacele* 
brated author of the twelfth 9entury,in descril^tj 
in^fthein. 

* Giraldm dc Barri, Uetter known by the title of Giratdy^ 
Cambrensis^ in his Historia VatkinaUs has given a detailed an^ ^ 
very curious account of this invasion of Ireland ; and during 
the course of it, has drawn the characters of the principal chie£« 
tains who were engaged in that enterprize. 
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I. RICHARD STRONGBOW. 

The first of thi? noble family was Richard, 
^he elde$t son of GisL£B£RT/£arl of Brion in 
^ORMANDY; and was called Richard' Fira- 
GiLBERT. He came over with William Duke 
pf NoRAf ANDY, and by his personal bravery 
contributed very essentially to the success 
which attended the Conqueror in the memo- 
fable battle of Hastings. In the Survey called 
'Domidsdayy he is styled Ricardus de Tone- 
3RUGOE, from hisseatatTuNBRiDGE in Kent, 
which town and castle he had obtained in exr 
{:hange for bis castle at Brion in Nqrsianpy : 
from his extensive lordships in Sus^folk, he 
also procured the title of Ricardus de Clare, 
He married Rohese, daughter of Walter Gif- 
FArd, Earl of Buckingham, and was murder- 
ed by IpRWE^TH, brother of Morgan of Caert 
LEON, in the Pass of Coed Grono, Moifr 

KQUTHSHIREt. 

He was succecided by his eldest son Gil^ebt* 
who was also surnamed de Tonebrugge : by 
)iis marriage with Apeliza^ daughter to the 

f A very particular account of the spot where this murder was 
committed, has been given in my notes on that passage of GU^ 
rmlMs, Itinerary in Wales^ book i. chapter 4« 
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Earl of Cleeemont, he had issue four sons, 
the eldest of whom, named Richard, succeed^ 
ed him in his titles and honour$. His second 
son, GiL3£ET, received considerable grants of 
lands in Wales, and was afterwards created Earl 
of PEMBROKE, by King Steph]bn, A. D, 113&. 
He died in the year 1 148, leaving issue Richard^ 
sumamed Strong^ow, his son andh^ir. 

Such is the genealogical account of our hero, 
given by Dijgdale, who adds, that before h<j 
undertook the Irish expedition, he had been 
ktripped of his paternal inheritance by King 
Hekrt the Second; from which circumstance 
he might probably l^aye been induced to rislf 
such ^n adventure. 

The genealogy of this illustrious chieftaini 
8eem$ to be involved in some kind of mystery 
and obscurity ; but to those who are conversant 
with the Irish History, and particularly with 
its earliest annals, it will be no matter of sur-i " 
prise, if they discover doubt, contradiction, ^n^ 
even fiction. 

The most esteemed English writers, at the 
head of whom I must with justice place Six Wix,-^ 
LI AM Dugdale, agree in giving to Richard 
Strongbow only owe wife, who was Eva^j 
daughter and heir to Dermod Mac Morogh, 
King of Leinster: and only one daughter 
(the issue of that marriage) named Isabel, wha 
^vas married to William Marshal, Earl of 

3 
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Pembroke. But the Irish historians add most 
tiberally z. first wife, a son, and another daughter 
to SrrRONGBow's family ; they do not, however, 
tell us the ladjfs name. They say, that the son, 
a youth of seventeen years, being present at the 
battle fought between Strongbow and O'R va w, 
at Odrone, was so alarmed at the savage bowl- 
ings, and furious onset of the Irish, that he 
took to flight ; upon which, his father, having 
reproached him for his cowardice, caused him 
to be put to death, by ordering, most barba- 
rously, his body to be cut off in the middle* 
GiHALDUs, in giving an account of this en- 
gagement, makes use of a very singular and 
doubtful expression, which may, or may not, 
be applied to the death of this unfortunate 
young man. He says, " Ubi (in passu Odronce) 
commisso gravi confiictujnterfectis tandem hos* 
tium multisj prater juvenis unius casum, cum 
suis omnibus adcampana Comes indemnis evasitJ* 
Maurice Rj:gan does not mention this bat- 
tle, and his silence, as well as the equivocal ex- 
pression of GiRALDUs [which appears to al- 
lude to this event] might be accounted for by 
the connexion between each of them and 
Strokgbow. Sir James Ware does not al- 
lude to the circumstance, but Sir Richard 
Cox quotes it from another Irish Idstorian, 
HANtffiit^and recites th? epitaph that formerly 
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existed on the tdmb of this supposed son of 
Earl Strongbow, in Christ Church Dub- 
lin, and which will be given in my Journal. 

I have lately seen a drawing of this youths 
representing his effigy cut off in the middle*^ 
taken by one Dinelev, who accompanied the 
first Duke of BEAUFORT^in his progress through 
Wales into Ireland, about the year 1D84, and 
whose book is preserved in the library of the 

^Bichard Stanihursty a natite of Dublin^^who Wrote an account 
ti Irish transactions in Latin, in the yrar 1584, gives, at page 
17.1> ^ very circumstantial account of the death of Earl Strong" 
daw's s6n, and states, that in his time the efiigy and tomb, both 
<yf the father and son^ were visible in the church of the Holy 
Trinityi (now Christ Churcit) at Dublin. He moreover wonders 
that this event, so generally known, should have escaped the 
notice ofGiraldus. 

'^ Hoc a Giratdo Cambtense obliviohe obsciiratum miror, cum 
(atneH omnium setmoite celebfatissimum sit, et Strangboi monu-^ 
inentum,' quod in sacrd Trinitatis ^de etiam usque ad ho6 
tempui extat| hujus facti^mcmoriam significantius reprseseDtah 
Etenim 

ibi videre licet lapidetim sepulchrum^ 

Strangim statua, e marmore sculpt^, 

c6opertuin ; cti 5 sinistfo latere 

adhsrescit secti filii ttimul&s, 

ejusque simulachrum in roarmore 

ineisum, ubi utrdque manu ilia 

supportat*" 



The Hist(yrian Hanmery in his Irish Chronickf p. 147, records 
the same story, and adds the epitaph before mentioned. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xntroduction. liixii 

time noble family at Badminton. The effigy 
of the supposed father of Earl Stronobow, is 
represented by the side of his son^ I make use of 
the word supposed^ because from the armorial 
bearings that are sculptured upon the shield of 
this cross-legged knight, it is certain that they 
aever belonged to the Clare family, T7ieir 
arms were, Or, three chevronels gules : such 
thfey are stated to be by the old Welsh historian 
Enderbie ; and I have seen a manuscript by 
George Owen, a celebrated Welsh antiquary, 
in which he says, that he saw the seal of 
Richard Stronobow, bearing the above arms*. 
I have not been fortunate enough in my heral* 
die enquiries, to find out the owner of the arms 
that are sculptured on the shield of this Knight 
in Christ Church, which are, ** Argent ^ on a 
chief azure^ three crosses pattee Jitchh of the 
feW^ It appears therefore probable, that the 
heralds attributed this last coat to Stronobow^ 
from the authority of the tomb and effigy in 
question, which were ascribed to him by Sir 
Henry SidneIt, in the year 1570, but which 
certainly never belonged to him. It is clear, I 
think, that the Earl diedy aftd ^as buried at 
Dublin, but still his body might have been, 
afterwards removed to Gloucester, where 
Lelavd records an inscription to bis memory. 
%tt Joumaly page \W. 
The existence of a daughter seems to rest 
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chiefly on the evidence of Maurice Regan ^, 
who says, ** A. D. 1173. The King being de* 
partedj the Earl Richard returned intd 
Fjs^enes, and there he gave his daughter in 
marriage to Robert de Quiney t> and with 
her the inheritance of the Duffren, and the 
Constableship of Leinster, with the banner 
and the ensign of the same.** 

In order to reconcile these contradictions in 
history, we may suppose, that Strongbow had 
both a son stnd a daughter ; but we cannot al* 
low them to have been legitimate, nor have we^ 
sufficient authority to give the Earl any other 
wife than Eva before mentioned^ 

" The Earl was somewhat ruddy and of 
sanguine complexion, and freckled face; his 
eyes grey, his face feminine, his voice small, and 
his neck little, but somewhat of a high stature t 
'he was very liberal, courteous, and gentle; 
what he could not compass and bring to pass 
in deed, he would win by good words, and 



* Maurice Regan was Secretary and interpreter to Dermod 
Mac Morogh, King of Leinster^ who wrote an account of the in« 
-vasion of Ireland, in antiquated French verse, and which [with 
other tracts nelating to that country] have been published iB 
English prose by Mr. Harris, in a volume entitled Hibemica. 

i* Sir James Ware also mentions this marriage, but to Robert 
ie Qmncy, not Quinetf. This family is mentioned by Dugdak, in 
lily Baronage, as honoured- with the title of Earb olWincheaer. 
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gentle speeches. In time of peace he was more 
ready to yield and obey, than to rule and bear 
sway. Out of the camp he was more like to a 
soldier's companion than a captain or ruler; 
but in the camp and in the wars, he carried 
with hitn the state and countenance of a valiant 
captain. Of himself he would not adventure 
any thing, but being advised and set on, he re- 
fused no attempts : for of himself he would not 
rashly adventure, or presumptuously take any 
thing in hand. In the fight and battle he was 
a most assured token and sign to the whole 
company, either to stand valiantly to the fight, 
pr for policy to retire. In all chances of war he 
'was still one and the same manner of man, be- 
ing neither dismayed with adversity, nor puffed 
by prosperity*." 

♦ " Cami^i 'Verb modus Mc erat. Vir \vhrufu8f kntiginotus, ocu-^ 
lis glaudSffadifoamnedf voce exiUy coUo confracto,per cetera ferB 
eunctOf corpore procero^vir liberaHs et lenis. Quod re nonpoteraff 
terborum sumntate componebat. Togatus et inermis parere paror 
tiory qu^m imperare. Extra beUum plus militis^ qudm duds ; in 
bello vero plus duds qudm mUitis kabens; omnia suorum audens 
consilio ; nihil unquam ex se vel armis aggrediens vel antmositatt 
prcesumens. In pretlio positus fixum suis recuperationis et refugii 
sigttum manebat. In utraque belli fortund stabilis et constanSy nee 
casHbus adversii deqferationejluctuans, nee secundis ulld levitate di^ 
'mtrrens," 
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II. ROBERT FITZ-STEPHEN, 

Was the son of Stephen, Constable of Abek- 
TEivi, or Cardigan, by Nesta, or Nest, 
daughter of Gruffydh ap Rhys, Prince of 
South Wales. He was the^r^^of the adven- 
turers wlio set foot in Ireland, in the year 1 170, 
as befc^re related. Giraldus thus speaks in 
commendation of him : 

" O noble man, the only pattern of virtue, 
and the example of true industry and labour ; 
who, having tried the variableness of fortune, 
had tasted more adversity than prosperity ! O 
worthy man, who, both in Ireland and in Wales, 
had traced the whole compass of fortune's 
wheel, and had endured whatsoever good for- 
tune or evil could give. 

'^ He was of a large and full body, his coun- 
tenance very comely ; and in stature he wai* 
somewhat more mean ; he was bountiful, liberal 
and pleasant, but yet sometimes somewhat abovc^ 
modesty, given to wine and women*." 

* " virum virtutk unicumj verique laboris ex€mphim,fortmm 
varict, sortique adversct phs-qudm prosper^ semper obnoxwm ! O 
tirum toties tdm in Hibemid qudm in Cambrid utrasque rotoc c?r- 
•umf&rmtias aquanimitcr experium^ at omnia possum ; 
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III. MAURICE FITZ-GERALD, 

Was half-brother to the aforesaid Robert 
Fitz-Stephen, by Nest, who, on the death 
of her former husband Stephen, Constable of *^ 
Abekteivj, espoused Gerald de Wikdsoe, ^'^Z 
who, for his military services, had received froQ> 
£ing Henry the First, a grant of extensive 
possessions in South Wales, and had beenap* 
pointed Governor of Pembroke Castle, and 
Lieutenant of that County. By Nest, he had 
issue three sons, William, Maurice, and 
David ; the letter of whom succeeded to the 
Episcopacy of Saint David, upon the death 
of Bernard, the Norman, in 1147* Mau* 
RICE Fitz-Gerald had issue four sons, and a 
daughter, named Nesta, married in 1175, to 
Hervey de Mont Maurice, nephew to 
Strongbow. Of the male issue, .Gerald and 
Alexander particularly distinguished them<'^ 

Qu(B pejorfortuna potest ^ atque omnibus usum^ 
Qiuemeliorl 

teri Mariium secundum Siephanidmf Cujus si felicitatem re^ 
spexerisyfeliamnmm dixeris ; si verb tmserias^ fmserorum omnium 
miserrimum videos. Erat autem vir amplo corpore etintegro^ vtd- 
tuque decentiy et staturd paulb mediocritutem excedente ; vir dap- 
sUis et hrguSf libcralis etjucundus sed vino Venerique trans modes* 
Hem iatus!* 

gg 
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selves by their bravery in the memorable^ satly 
from the city of Dublin, when besieged by Ra- 
DERiCK, and ail army of 30,000 men. 
His character is thus delineated : 

" This MauricJe was a man of much nobility 
and worship, but somewhat shamefast, and yet 
very well coloured, and of a good countenance ; 
df stature he was indifferent, being seemly and 
well compact at all points : in body and mind 
he was of a like composition, being not too 
great in the one, nor proud in the other ; of na- 
ture he was very courteous and gentle, and de- 
sired rather to be so indeed, than to be thought 
so to be : he kept such a measure and modera- 
tion in all his doings, that in his days be was a 
pattern of all sobriety and good behaviour : a 
man offe\y words,and his sentences more full of 
wit and reason, than of words and speeches; he 
had more stomach than talk, more reason than 
speech, and more wisdom than eloquence. And 
whensoever any matter was to be debated, as 
he would take good leisure, and be adxnsed be- 
fore he would speak ; so when he spake, he did 
it very wisely and prudently. In martial affairs 
also be was very bold, stout and valiant, and 
yet not hasty to run headlong in any adven- 
ture. And as he would be well advised before 
he gave the atteqipt and the adventure, so 
when the same was once taken in hand, he, 
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would Stoutly pursue and follow the same. H^ 
was sober, modest and chaste ; constant, trusty 
$,nd faithful: a man not altogether without 
fault, and yet not spotted with any notorious 
crime and fault * " 

IV. REYMUND, sumamed LE GROS, 

Was nephew to the two last distinguished 
chieftains, being the sou of their elder brother 
William f. 

* " Erat maem Mauritivs vir venerabUk et verecundus; vuliu 
icolorato, decentique ; mediocri quodem modicitatt^ tarn mediocribus 
minor J qudm modkis major, Vir tdm ammo qudm corpore modifi^ 
cato ; nee illo illatOy nee hoi: dilatato, Innatd vir bomtatc honu$y et 
Umen longe curdpropenmre bpnusjieri, qudm videri maienM, 

Mauricio pwdus^ in omnihus servare modum ; ut crcdi poi$it 9th 
arum partium Buique temporistam caisura morum^quamfacetiarun 
exemplum, Vir hreoUoquus et sermone perpau^ sed omato; pitta, c 
pltu pectoris habens qudm oris^ plus ratianis qudm orationisy plus 
sapientia qudm eloquentia. Et tamen )fum sermanem res exigebaty c 
ai sententiam dtcendam^ stent serus^ sk scientissimus. Rebus quoque 
in MartOsy vir animosu^ ; et nuUi ferh stremtitate seamdus. Ad 
fapessenda tamen pencyJa^ nee impetuosus nee praceps ; sed sicuf 
providusinaggrediendiSf sie pert max erat in aggressis, Vir sobrius^ 
jnodestus'et cast us : stabiUs, Jtrmus^ atque Jidelis, Vir quidem non 
expers crimimsy criminc ttmen omni notabiU carens et enormi.^ 

t Some pedigrees dj&r with respect to the seniority of JVilHam 
s^nd Maurice Fitz-Gerqld; hut the doubt has been cleared in 
lavour of the former by their relation GiralduSyVfhOy in speakine 
of Reynmndy styles him ^* tarn Stephanidte ^uam MauritH exfratr^ 
frimavQ nef09^ 
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Such is the picture of this distinguished ge- 
neral : 

" Reymuntd was big-bodied and broad-set, of 
stature somewhat more than the mean, his hair 
yellow and curled, his eyes big, grey and 
round; his nose somewhat high, his counte- 
nance well coloured, pleasant, and merry. And 
although he were somewhat gross-bellied, yet 
by reason of a certain liveliness which was in 
him, he covered that fault ; and so that which 
seemed to be a blemish in his body, he covered 
with the virtue of his mind. He had such a 
special care of his men and spldiers, that he 
would be a spy over his watchmen, and in his 
travell that way, he watched many whole 
nights, ranging and walking abroad in the 
camps. And in this he was very happy and 
fortunate, that he would never, or very seldom, 
lay violent hands upon any of whom he had 
charge, or were under his government, although 
he had rashly or unadvisedly overthrown him- 
self and strayed out of the way. 

^' He was very wise, modest, and wary, be- 
ing nothing delicate in his fare, nor curious of 
his apparel. He could away with all weathers, 
both hot and cold : and endure any pains : he 
was also very patient, and could very well rule 
his affections. He was more desirous to do 
good to such as he governed, than to be glo- 
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rious of his government ; for he would shew 
himself more like to be a servant than a master. 
Finally, and to conclude, he was a very liberal, 
wise, gentle,and a circumspect man : and albeit 
he were a very valiant captain, and a noble 
soldier ; yet in all martial affairs,. he passed and 
excelled in wisdom and providence. A man 
doubtless in both respects much to be praised 
and commended ; having in him whatsoever 
appertained to a valiant soldier, but excelling 
in all things belonging to a good captain *. 

* '* Erat if ague Reymundus vir ampict quantUatiSy staturctqm 
pauloplus qudm mediocris ; capillisjkevis et subcrisph^ ocuUsgrossis^ 
glaucis et rotundis^ naso mediocriter elatOy vuUu colorato, hiiari ac 
Sfireno ; et quanquam camosd mperftukate ventre turgeiceni^ natt^ 
ralem tamen corporis gravitatem innatd cordis redimem vivacitate^ 
carnis vitinm animi virtute levabat. Super exeratus cura noctes 
ducebat insomneSf et tanquam excubiarum excubator^ mirabili sollid" 
fudine nocte totd circumeundo gyronagus^ clamosuSj errabnndus eX' 
cubare solebat. Felix in hoc et fortunatusy quod vel nunqwtmy vd 
r.arissim^y cui prceeraty manusy out temerariis ausibuSy out per incu» 
riam oberraverit. Vir modestus etpraoidvSy nee cibo nee teste deli* 
catus. Caloris ei algorisque patientia par ; tir patiens irce, pati» 
ensque laboris. Quibus prcesidebaty prodesse magis qudm prceessey 
potiusque mifiister qudm magister viderivolens. Ut autem viri vir* 
tutesy mores et modos sub brevitate condndam ; vir ert^ liberaHs et 
lenisy providus et prudens, Et quanquam animosus plurimitmy et or* 
mis instructuSy prudentid tamen rebus in MartOs et providentid prce- 
cellebat. Vir in utroque laudabilis^ multum quidem militis habenSy 
phis qudm dncis.'* 
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V. MEYLER FITZHENRY, 

Was descended from Heney, the illegitimate 
son of King Henry the First, bj' his concubine 
Nest. 

*' Meyler was a man of a buown hue and 
complexion, his eyes black, his look grim, and 
his countenance sour and sharp, and of a mean 
stature ;. his body for the bigness very strongs 
and broad-breasted, and he was small-bellied. 
His arms and .other limbs more sinewous than 
fleshy, a stout and a valiant gentleman he was^ 
and emulous. He never refused any adventure 
or enterprize which were either to be done by 
one alone, or by more; he would be the first 
that would enter the field, and the last that 
*would depart from the same. In all services he 
"would either have the garland, or die in the 
place ; and so impatient was he in all exploits, 
that he would either have his purpose, or lie in 
the dust ; and so ambitious and desirous he was 
to have honour, and to attain thereunto, there 
was no means nor mild thing but that he would 
surely have the same either in death, or in life ; 
for, if he could not have it and live, he would 
surely have it by dying. And verily both he 
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and Reymund have been worthy of too much 
praise and commendation, if they had been less 
ambitious of worldly honours, and more careful 
of Christ's church, and devout in christian re- 
ligion, whereby the ancient rights thereof might 
have been preserved and kept safe and sound ; 
and also in consideration of their so many con- 
quests and bloody victories, and of the spilling 
of so much innocent blood, and of murtheringof 
so many christian people, they had been thankful 
to God, and liberally contributed some good 
portion for the furtherance of his church and 
religion. But what shall I say? It is not so. 
strange, but much more to be lamented, that 
this unthankfulness, even from our first coming 
into this land, ^ntill tj>ese presents, this hath 
been the general and common fault of all our 
men* " 



• Me^krms verb virfuscus^ ocuiis nigris^ et toixis^ xmUuquc acer- 
rimo. Statura: paulb mediocri plus pusilla; corpore tamen pro 
quantitatis captu peroalido. Pectore quadratOy ventreque substricto, 
brachiis CsBterisque memhris ossosis^ plUs nervositatis habentihuSy 
qudm camositatis. Miles animosus et osmulus. Nihil unquem abhor^ 
rensy quod aggredi quis vel solus debeat "oel comitatus. Primus in 
prcelium ire; nltimus eonserto prcdio redire consuetus ; in omd 
confiictu omnisstrenuitatis opera seuperireparatus seuprmre ; adeo .. 
impoHens etprcecepsy ut vel vota statimy velfata complere digmim 
ducat. Inter mortis et Martis triumphosy nil medium ponens^ adeo 
laudis cupidus et ghricBy quod si vivendo forte non vUeat^ vincere 
telit vel moriendo. Vir itaquefuisset cumulatd laude dignus utergue^ 
si ambitioneposthabitd^ Christi ecclesiam debUd detotionevenerantei 
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VI. HERVEY, surnamed DE MONTE 
MAURISCO, 

iJ.A^^ , Is said to have been uncle to Earl Strono- 
; ^ ^ BOW, but I am at a loss to make out the rela- 
tionship. 

•* As we have of others, so let us also now 
make and set forth the description of Hervet. 
He was of stature a tall and comely man, his 
eyes grey, and somewhat big, amiable of face, 
and pleasant of countenance, an eloquent man, 
having a long and round neck, his shoulaers 
somewhat low, bis arms and hands something 
Jong ; he was broad-breasted, but small in waist, 
though the same being big in others is t^iought 
to be commendable: his belly was somewhat 
big and round ; his thighs, legs and feet being 
well proportionated and answerable to his body: 

mttlqua €t autentica ejusdemjura mm temtum illibata conseratsiene, 
Quinimb tarn ncrOiXj tmnqn€ cruentce conqmisitionk, (plurhndquijppt 
itmguinisefusiones CkristianeBque gentis inttren^ionefafdaicejpar* 
tern ptaciihikm Deoquc piacentem^ kmdabiH largiikme contulmetU. 
TeruntmneH q«od mage stupendum est^ ampliorique dohre dokndum^ 
fostrtmum hoc vittun/i toti ferk militm nostra: d primo advmtu, 
wgwc m kodiermm constat commune fuisse J' 

The word uterque^ here nici^ use of, alludes to Retmuk^ m 
well as Ms¥LS&» 
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of stature he was indifferent. But as in body he 
was well beset and compact, so, on the contrary^ 
his mind, life, and conversation were corrupt 
and disordered. For ever from his childhood 
he was given to lechery, being ready and for- 
ward to perform in wanton and filthy actions^ 
whatsoever liked him or any others^ who were 
of the like disposition : and therefore he for- 
bare neither indest nor adulteries, nor any othet 
such like filthiness. Besides, he was a privy and 
envious accuser, and a double man, uncertain^ 
vain, and altogether inconstant, saving in in- 
constancy ; a very subtle man, and a deceitful : 
under his tongue he had both milk and honey, 
but both of them were mixed with poison. He 
was sometimes in great prosperity, and ali 
things fell out according to his own desire; 
and suddenly fortune turning her wheel, he had 
such a fall, that he did never recover the same 
again* He was sometimes a very good soldier, 
and had good experience in the feats of war^ 
after the manner used in France ; but he was 
so suddenly altered and changed, that he be- 
came more skilful in malice, than valiant iu 
prowess, more full of deceit, than renowned in 
honour, more hastie than happy, and more full 
of words, thati abounding in truth */' 

* " Erat tmtem Hercetus vir procerus et ptikher^ oculis glaucu 
ttprominentihus, aspectu amahili, vultuque vmusto^ verbh omatw, 
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Another character should not be totally 
passed over in silence, namely Nest, the mother 
of so many distinguished youths: This cele- , 
brated female began hj^r career ip life by being 
concubine to King Henry the Fjrst, by whom 
^le batd issue a sop n^med Henry, from whom 
descended Ho^ert andM^YLER Fit?:-Henry, 

She ^fterivards married Geralp pe Wind^ 
'60R> Constable of Pembroke, and by him had 
three sons, Wi;lliam, Maurice and -David: 
the eldest of whom was father to th^ gallani 
Reymund le Gros; 

€oUo fereti et longo, in ififidam capitis cohpinam erecto, demissts 
htmeris, et tdm manibus quchn brachiis decenter in hngvm proten- 
#w. Ptctore mediocriter quadrato^ medio vero^ quod plerisqve sine 
kgt twgescere soUtf naturaliter et modest^ substricto demitm in am- 
flitudinem pectori proportionttiem, versus Uia descendente. Denique 
iam coxis quam tiliis etpedibusper omnia militariims partique fov- 
foris superiori nan ineleganter respondentibus, Statura qvoqve vir 
trat immodicw mediocritatis modum excedente, Sed qvantmn^ exte- 
riorem hominem multiphd natura dote beaverat ; tantum et interior 
rem variis viiiorvm ntacuHs maliiia deformaverat Erat quippe vir 
# pueritid veneri datus, et qtticquid in omm libidine vel aUis in ipsum, 
vel ipsi in alios collibueraty exercerc paratus ; nee incestus uUoff 
nee adulteria vitans, vir invidus, delator et duplex ; vir subdolvsy 
facet us, etfaliax. Cvjus sub Hngudmel, et lac veneno confecta. Vir 
vagus etvanus prater inconstantiassoliuSynuUius ret eonstantiam ha- 
tens. Insummis rotce gradibus (fuandoque constitutus, sed irremeabiH 
descensu, et irreparabUi Jam casu, versus ima volubilitate dilgpsus^ 
vir oUm Gallicd mililid strenuusy sed hodit plus habens malitict 
quam militice; plus fraudis qudm laudis, plUs eminentice qudm ex* 
istentice, plUsfestivitatis qudmfoscunditatiSfplusverbosiiatis, quam 
teritatisJ* 
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After the death of Gerald^ she gave her 

hand to Stephen, Constable of Aberteivi*, 

and by him had Robert Fitz-Stephen, the 

jf?r^/ of the English adventurers vrho landed in 

Ireland. 

- Thus sprung up \Jrom one Nest,] four of the 
most distinguished chieftains who attempted the 
conquest of Ireland. She had also a daughter, ' 
named Angharad, who married William de 
Barri^ of Manorbeer, in Pembrokeshire, 
by whom she had four sons, Robert, Philip, 
Walter, and Girald, nicknamed Cambren- 
sis, or the fVelshman. The eldest son Robert, 
accompanied Fitz-Stephen into lRELAND,and 
was the first man who attempted to scale the 
walls of Wexford. Giraldus has drawn this 
parallel between the characters of Robert de 
Barri and Metler Fitz-Henry, both ne- 
phews to Robert Fitz-Stephen. " They 
both were of like valiantness, but of sundry dis- 
positions and natures. For Metler being am- 
bitious and desirous of honour, referred all his 
doings to that end ; and whatsoever he attempt- 
ed, was to advance his fame and credit, making 

t Rhys took Robert the son of Stephen prisoner (his cousin 
German) son to Nest his aunt; who iifter the death ofGiraU^ 
had married Stephen^ Constable, Enderbie, p. 27 S; but HookeTf 
the annotator on Giraldus, says that the third husband of Ntsi 
■was Girald de Windsor^ 
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more account to be reported, and have the 
name of a valiant man, than to be so in deed* 
The other (Robert de Barri) being of a cer- 
tain natural disposition, both noble and valiant^ 
was neither a greedy seeker of laud and praise, 
nor an ambitious craver of fame and honour; 
but being always among the best, did rather 
$cek and travel to be the best, than to be only 
counted the best. Besides he was naturally en- 
dued with such a maidenly shamefastnessj 
?ind being no bragger nor boaster, would nei- 
ther glorify his own doings, nor yet like well, of 
any others which would do so of him. By meaiu5 
whereof it came to pass, that the less ambitious 
and desirous he was of honour, the more the 
samefolloMred him : for glory and honour, always 
follow virtue (as the shadow the body) shun- 
ning them who do ktet seek for her, and follow- 
ing them who do least regard her *.'* 



* In m Derb coi^ictibuSy sicut et in aliis cunctisy inter universos 
strenuitate laudabiliy cum Roberto Barrensi Meyleriu$ emicuit. 
Ertmt emm ki duo adoUscentuli amho. Stephanidague alter ex 
ffatrCf aliUr ex MCrofenepotes. Mor^s diverm, varidque naturd ; 
sold tamen animositateferk persimiii. 

Meylerms namque laudis amigtor et ^^aritty amctfl sui gesta ad 
toe summoperi referens; fuicquid efmfamam amplificare potuerdt, 
ijUud ad i$nplere modis cnmUms ifltagebaty longeque mqfori cura «2f- 
deri mfuosus quam esseeupiebat* ^iter verb (Robertw de BarriJ 
mntdd strenuitatc vdldi praeclarui^ nc9 landif tXActcr^ nw sWrs 
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This gallant youth was killed at Lishoee ia 
1184: in the year preceding which event, hU 
brother Philip and Girald {Catnbrensis) had 
conic over to the assistance of their country- 
man Fitz-Stephen. The memory of the for- 
mer (Philip) was recorded by an equestrian 
statue of brass, which was set up in the church 
of Balltbeg, where he had endowed a friary. 
See Journal^ page li22. 

Such are the characters drawn by Gieal- 
pus of his countrymen, who undertook the /«- 
'vasion of Ireland. This picture has been repre- 
sented as too flattering : and he has been fre- 
quently accused of partiality in relating the 
military, and civil transactions that took place 
during that period. But where and when can 
we find strict impartiality in the pen of an his- 
torian: the ties of consanguinity may have 
biassed in some degree both his pen and his 
judgment ; but when we consider, that they 
were recorded by him in the year 1187, and 

popularis aucupator; inter primos prcecipuus magis essevol^atf 
qudm videri. Cui et animum natura sic instituerat ; ut puellari 
verecundid nee jactaSundus, nee verboms existens, egregia sui foci- 
nora nee ipse praedicare, nee ah aliis in Umdem ^trri gestiebat. 
Unde et eff'eetum €st, ut quo minus gloriam appeteret, tanto angdius 
earn assequeretur. Gloria namque virtutes, quasi umbroy se- 
fuiturj et appetitores sui deserit^ appetit contemptores ; plerumque 
nminmpius eo ipso placenta quodplacerectnUoimunt; et mtnmii^ 
mf^rnn lausif dum vitatur^aeguiritur^ 
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only seventeen years after the events took places 
it would be the height of injustice in us not 
to allow to him more credit and responsibility 
than to the modern historians, who record those 
events at a much later period. 

Having traced the footsteps of these brave 
adventurers, from the period of their first land- 
ing in Ireland, A.D. 1170, to the death of their 
leader, Strongbow ; and having related the 
various successes and reverses of fortune which 
they encountered in their bold and perilous un- 
dertaking; let us now follow them to their 
graves, and briefly recount the ultimate fate 
that attended these gallant chieftains. 

The death x)f Strongbow, which took place 
in the begining of June, 1176, was shortly fol- 
lowed by that of Maurice FiTz-GERALD,who 
died at Wexford, in the month of September 
following, and was buried in the Monastery of 
GttEV FjiiARS, without the city walls; but his 
monument, at the time when Hooker wrote, 
viz. 1586, was nearly destroyed. 

The gallant Reymund, who, after the death 
of Strongbow, resigned the reins of govern- 
ment to William Fitz-Adelm *, is said to 



* William FUz'Addm according to Sir Richard Cox^ was re- 
lated to \hR crown; for ^rfo^/c mother of WiUiwHih^ Con* 
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have been buried in an abbiy on the island of 
MoLANA near Ballinateat, on the River 
Blackwatee, between Youghal and Lis- 
MOEE*; but fropi the following passage in the 
Monasticony some doubts I think may be en- 
tertained about the place of his interment In 
speaking of the Abbet of St. Thomas at 
Dublin, Mr. AechdaliS says, *' that Rey- 
MUND FiTz-WitLiAM, (so Called from being 
the son of William Fitz-Geeald) and his 
wife BAsiLEAjdaughter of Earl Gilbeet (and 
sister to Steongbow) directed their bodies to 
be buried in that abbey, to which they made 
considerable grants and donations." The said 
Basilea seems to have intennarried with 
Geoffey Fitz-Robeet, after the death of 
Reymund. 

To Robeet FiTz-SxEPHEy, and Milo de 
CoGAN, King Heney in a parliament held at 
OxFOED, A.D. 1177i made a grant of the king- 
dom of GoEK, in reward for their good conduct 
and able services. By this grant [a copy of 
which is given by -Mr. Smith in his History of 

queror was married to Harhwm de Burgq by whom she had 
Rt^rt^ Earl of Cornwall who had issue William Earl of CorHXoal 
whohadiss^e Adefm; apd John-Willium Fit^rAdelm was the son 
of this Adelm. * 

♦ See Journal, page 104. 

h 
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Corkf "cal i. page^5^^ the King gives unt© Ro-» 
^%wt F^tz-Stephen; and Milo de Cogait, 
the government of his City of Cork, with tho 
cantred that belonged to the Ostmen of the said 
city, to have and to hold during his royal plea- 
sure. He also grants and confirnis to them and 
their heirs, all the kingdom of Cori^, except- 
ing the said city and capered, by service of 
thirty knighte to be performed to. him, his son, 
John, and their heirs, by Robert F|tz-Ste* 
^HEN and his heirs^ and by an equal service 
from MiLo p£ CoGAx and his heirs. 

Two years afterwards Fitz-Stephen and 
MiLo made a partition of seven cantreds that 
lay contiguous to the city, three of which, east^ 
ward, fell to the lot of Fitz-Stephen, being: 
the best ; and four, westward, became the por-? 
tion of MiLO. The government of the city re* 
mained in common to them bod) ; and the tri* 
hute of the other twenty-four cantrcds which, 
remained undividedl, was to be equally dis^trl- 
huted between them, whenever they should be 
brought into subjection. 

In the year 1184, the brave Milo de Co- 
aAN, whilst travelling in company with five 
0tber knights towards Lis more was treache- 
rously murdered. I cannot find out the precise 
time when his colleague Fitz-Stephen died. 
Dr. Leland says, that grief, vexation, s^d ^* 
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tigue, had proved too heavy for his years, and 
deprived the unhappy veteran of his reason." 
(vol i. page 139-) 

In 1185 died Hbevuy pf Mount Maurice. 
Thi& turl>ulent ehieftain had in the year 1179 
entered into the monastery of the Holy Tei* 
^iTY at Canterbury, and there taking upoa 
him the habit of the order, led a solitary and re^ 
liglous life, upon which his biographer exclaims,. 
^^ Quij utinam sicut habitutn, sic et unimum ; 
sicut ifiiUtiam sic et maUtiam deposumetJ" 

The English adventurers were shortly fol- 
lowed to the grave by their two most strenuous 
Irish opponents. The death of Donald 
O'Brien King of Limerick is said to have 
taken place in the year 1 1 94. A rich monu- 
ment is attributed to him at the abbey of Holy 
Cross in the County of Tipperary, but I 
tjUnk erraimwslifyZs I shall state in my Journal. 
Mr. Archdale says, that "his son Donagh 
Carbreach O'Brien was interred A.D. 1241, 
in the Pominican Friary at Limerick, and that 
his statue was placed over the tomb." 

In the year II98 died the celebrated chief' 
tain and nominal King of Ireland, Roderici^ 
O'Connor, in whom (according to Ware) end- ^ 
f d tlie Ituk SMuarchy, and settled in the per* 
ha 
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son of Henrt the Second, King of England: 
he was ever a most strenuous advocate for the 
freedom of his native country, and an active op- 
poser to the invaders. 

His rebellious and undutifld sons had depos-- 
ed him from his government of Conn aught, 
and obliged him to seek shelter within the cloy^ 
stered walls of the abbey of Cong in the county 
of Ma TO, where he died at the advanced age 
of eighty-two, after a religious retirement of fif- 
teen years; and was buried in the great church 
at Clonmacnoise, oq the north side of the^ 
high altar.* 

Meyler FiTz-HENRY,who had enjoyed th^ 
high office of Justiciary of Ireland, was the last 
survivor of his brave companions in arms. He 

* This Augustin monastery situated on the river Shamion Xn 
the King's County^ was one of the richest establishments in Ire-i 
land. Mr. ^rcAda/f, who has given its annals at large, says, " that 
its landed property was so great, and the number of cells and 
Uionasteries subjected to it so numerous, that aln^ost half of Ire« 
land was said to be within the bounds of Clonmacnoise* Though 
it was held in great superstitious reverence by the princes and 
natives, and esteemed the Jona of Ireland, yet it was frequently 
plundered and burnt by the Danes or Ostmen. 

Jona is an island in the Hebrides, celebrated for having been 
tlie r^ligioi^ retirement of Coltfn^, a native of Ir^lsM^d,^ whoi 
about the ye^r 56,5 left his own country with resentment, ai^ 
vowing never to make a settlement within sig|it of that, hated 
island. Here he founded a monastick establishment: aiid here 
h^4ied at au advanced age,, a.n4 was interred; thought Iri^ 
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^ied In the year 1220, and was interred in the 
chapter house of the abbey of Connal * with 
the following rude epitaph t 

" Conduntur tumuto Meyleri nobitis essa, 
Indomitus domit^r totius gentis Hybernia.'' 

Nvriters say that his body wils ti^nslatetl to Down, aiid depo- 
sited With those of two other saints, St. Brigid and St. Patrick. 
l^hey also quote the following epitaph, written to commemorate 
(he above events 

*' Hi hes in Dvlao iumuto iumutaniur in Htnoi 
Brigida, Pntriciu$f atfue Cehtmba piusJ* 

^Though the Scots deny the fact, and lay claim to Columbt^s 
k^maitis. After the Saint's death, the island took the tiame df 
V-Columb-cill or the IsU of the Ceil ofCclumta. Several ruins 
still remain to testify the high veneration in which this holy 
ground was formerly held, and in it are said to have h6tii inter** 
red the bodies of several Scots, Irish, and Norwegian king^. A 
full accotint of this island and its antiquities may be found in 
Pennanfs Tour through Scotland^ volnme i. page 2f d. 

* This religious house is styled, in the Montistiamy GrreUt Cb- 
Ha//, and gives name to a Barony in the County of Kildare^ on 
the banks of the riVcr Liffey. A JPriory was founded here in 
the year 1202 by Meyler Fitz- Henry, who filled it with regular 
canons from the monasteiy of Lantkoni in Monmouthshire. At 
the time when Mr* Archdale states this removal of canons to have 
taken place from Wales into Ireland, the priory of Lanthmi was 
in a neglected, if not a deierted%i^i^. It was founded about the 
year 1108 by the Lacy family, and on account of the frequent 
interruptions and molestations its inhabitants received from the 
tiative mountaineers^ this religious e^ablishment was removed 
in 1136 to the neighbourhood of Gloucester, where a magnificent 
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The subsequent state of Ireland, and the va- 
rious rebellions that at intervals agitated that 
unhappy country, have been so amply detailed 
by different writers, thatany discussion of them 
from my pen would be superfluous ; nor should 
I have so far transgressed tlie defined limits of 
a Journal by entering upon historical ground, 
bad not the circumstances attending the Eng- 
lish Invasion appeared to me highly interest- 
ing, and to have been too slightly recorded by 
the generality of Irish historians. 

The events that transpired in the course of 
these six years, namely from the Jirst landing 
of Robert Fitz-Stephen at Wexford in the 
year 1170, to the death of Earl Strongbow 
at Dublin in 1176, cannot be read without 
feeling a considerable degree of interest for the 
bold adventurers who engaged in £his hazard- 
ous enterprize ; and that interest is considerr 
ably heightened by seeing before us their por- 
traits and characters drawn by one of their 
cotemporaries, Giraldus de Barri; and 



abbey was built, and called, after the name of the Mother Church 
Jjanthoni : so that I think this priory at Connal in Ireland was 
more probably supplied with monks from the daughter^t QldW' 
tester y than from t\iQ mother m Monmovthshire. In the year 1 202 
^ecffrty de Henelawe was prior of the former abbey, and wfts 
translated to the seeofiSt, Davidrs in the following year. 
' Father Cfynn places the foundalidn of Connal in the yeif 
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whether the imputation of partiality (with 
which he has been taxed by the Irish writers) 
tow^ds hi) kinsmen and rdatibiis, he justly 
founded or not; we cannot but regard the* 
Historical Annals he has recorded, as a pre* 
clous gift to posterity, and a most valuable ac- ^ 
quisition to the literary world. 
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CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL 
DIVISION OF IRELAND. 



To the Tourist, who wishes to have some ge- 
neral information respecting the natural situa- 
tion, and political divisions of Ireland, the fol- 
lowing extracts from Dr. Beaufoet's highly 
esteemed Memoir, may prove useful. 

In speaking of the extent of this island, he 
says, ** The greatest length of Ireland extends 
from north-east to south-west ; and a line so 
drawn between the two most remote points, 
Fair-Head and Mizen-Head, would cut the 
meridian in an angle of thirty degrees, and mea- 
sure 241 Irish miles, which somewhat exceed 
306 of English i$tatute measure. The longest 
line that can be stretched across the kingdom, 
would measure 163 Irish, or 207 English miles, 
from Emlagh-Rash in Mayo, to Carnsore 
Point, in the County of Wexford, and this 
line would intersect the former in an angle of 
75 degrees. But from the Stags of Cor^ 
Harbour, to Bloody Farcand Poibtt, in 
Donegal, is the greatest length that can be 
measured along a meridian, and it will not ex^ 
ceed 185 Irish, or 235^^ English miles. If the 
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breadth be measured in the same manner nearly 

on a parallel of latitude, the true breadth of the 

island will appear to be as follows : 

Between Tiellen Head and Island Magee^ 

98 Irish, or 124 English miles. 

Between Emlagh-Rash and the mouth of the 

Strain GFOBD Lough, 143 Irish, or 182 English 

miles. 

Between Slime-Head and the Point of Hoath, 

137 Irish, or 174 English miles. 

Between DuNMORE-HEADand the Greenore 

Point in Wexford, 136 Irish, or 173 English 

miles. 

" But there is not a spot in the kingdom^/y. 
miles distant from the sea ; which will not ap- ^ 
pear surprising, when we observe, that between 
the Bays of Dublin and Galway, therp are 
but 86 miles, and no more than 67 between 
DuNDALK and Ballyshannon. 

" With respect to the superficial contents of 
Ireland ; not being able to discover any docu-* 
ments of authority in the public offices, I have 
made a computation of it, by very carefully 
measuring the area of each county on my map, 
and after rejecting all fractions, I have no hesi- 
tation in asserting, that Ireland contains con* 
siderably more than 18,750 square miles, or 
several thousand acres above twelve millions 
Irish measure ; which is equal to 30,370 Eng- 
lish miles,, or 19,436,Q00-Ew^/«>A acres. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cvi INTRODUCTXO^-. 

''Ireland is divided with respect to its civil 
Dr political divisions, into four provinces, Ul- 
ster, Leinster, Conkaught, and Monster. 

Ulster copipriseathe nint Northern Counties, 
viz. 





Baronies. 


Parishes. 


Acre*. 


Armagh, containing 


5 


20 


181,450 


Down 


8 


60 


348,550 


Antrim 


8 


77 


387,200 


London-derry 


4 


SI 


318,500 


Donegal 


4 


42 


679,550 


Tyrone 


4 


35 


463,700 


Fermanagh 


8 


18 


283,450 


Cavan 


7 


30 


301,000 


Monaghan 


5 


19 


179,600 



Lough Neagh covers 5 8, 200 

Leinster comprises the /tt;e/«?e Eastern Counties. 



Louth, containiog 


4 


61 


110,750 


Meath 


12 


147 


327,900 


Dublin 


6 


107 


142,050 


WickloMT 


. 6 


58 


311,600 


Wexford 


8 


142 


342,900 


Kilkenny 


9 


127 


300,350 


Carlow 


5 


50 


137,050 


Kildare 


10 


113 


236,750 


Queen's County 


8 


50 


235,300 


King's County 


11 


52 


282,200 


Westmeath 


12 


. 62 


231,550 


Longford 


6 


23 


134,150 
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CoKNAUGHT Comprises thc^veWestem Counties. 

Baronies. Fsirishes. Acres. 



Galway, containing 


16 


116 


989,950 


Mayo 




9 


68 


790,600 


Sligo 




6 


39 


247, 150 


Xeifrim 




^ 5 


J7 


255,950 


Roscommon 




6 


56 


346,650 


TVfuNSTER comprises 


the six Southern Counties. 


Cork, containing 


16 


269 


1,048,800 


Kerry 




8 


83 


647,650 


Clare • 




9 


79 


476,200 


Limerick 




9 


185 


386,750 


Tipperary 




10 


186 


554,950 


Waterford 


. - 


7. 


74 


262,800 


■ 1 


Baroniet. 


Parishes. 




Aciw; 


Ulster 


53 


332 




3,201,200 


Leinster 


97 


952 




2,792,550 


Connaught 


42 


296 




2,630,300 


Hunster 


59 


816 




3,377,150 



12,001,200 

' ^/All fractions having been excluded from this 
calculation, itis very much under the full num- 
ber oi acres in ir^tand*" 

- EccLEsiAi^TiCALDivi^fioN. The kin gtl dm IS 
iWidx^^ ecQiesiaiiiically ks wdl as civitli/] into 
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f(mr provinces ; but the cvoil and ecciesiasiicat 
boundaries are far from coinciding* An Arch- 
)i»i$hop presides over each* The seven Bishops 
of the Northern Province are suffragans to the 
Archbishop of Armagh, who is Lord Primate, 
and Metropolitan of all Ireland* The Archbi- 
shop of Dublin is Lord Primate of Ireland^ and 
has th^ee suffragan Bishops iij the' Eastern Pro- 
vince. The Southern Province, with its^«;e suf- 
fragans, is under the jurisdiction of the Arch- 
bishop of Cashel, Lord Primate of Munsterj 
and the Archbishop of Tuam, Lord Primate of 
Connaught, presides over the three Bishops of 
the Western Province. 

The number of Deaneries is 33, and of 
Archdeaconries 34 ; but the Archdeacons have 
not a vi^iV^/oria/ jurisdiction ; the government 
of the church of Ireland, which is in most 
things conformable to that of England, differ- 
ing with respect to visitations; for in Ireland, 
the Bishops hold a visitation annually, and the 
Archbishop visits his suffragans every third 
year. 

The Province of Armagh contains ten dio- 
ceses, viz. 1. Archbishopric of Armagh. 2. Bi- 
shopric of Dromore. 3. Down. 4, 5. C'onnor 
and Derry united. 6. Raphoe. 7. Cloghen 
8. Kilmore. 9. Ardagh. 10. Meath. 

The Province of Dublin Contains ^ve 
Dioceses, viz. 1. Archbishopric of Dublin. 
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S. Bishopric of Kildare. 3. Ossoiy. 4, S. Fernet 
and Leighlin united. 

The Province of Cashel. contains elcoen 
Dioceses, viz. 1. Archbishopric of Cashel, and 
Bishopric of Emly, (united with Cashel,) 2, $• 
Waterford and Lismore united. 4, 5. Cork and 
Ross. 6. Cloyne. 7, 8, 9* Limerick, Ardfert,and 
Aghadocj united. 10, 11. Killaloe and Kilfe* 
nora. 

The Province of Tuam contains six Dio- 
ceses. 1. Archbishopric of Tuam. 2, 3. Bi- 
shoprics of Clonfert and Killmacduagh united. 
4. Elphin. 5. Killala. 6. Achonry. 

In the above arrangement, the Dioceses are 
placed with respect to contiguity^ not accord- 
ing to rank; for the Bishop of Meath has pre- 
cedencc of d\l Bishops, and, pext to him, Kil« 
dare : the others take place according to the 
date of their consecration. 
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JOURNAL 



OF 



A TOUR IN IRELAND. 

A.D. 1806. 



MoNtoAY, 23d June In the evening I 

sailed from Holyhead in the Union Packet, 
Captain Skinner; and after a rough and te- 
dious passage of twenty- three hours, landed at 
the Pidgeon House ; from whence a vehicle 
very appropriately called The Long Coach* ^ 
(holding sixteen inside passengers, and as 
many outside, with all their luggage) con- 
veyed us to Dublin, distant about two miles 
from the place of landing. Passengers are al- 

* A most daring attack was made a short time ago upon 
this coach by a large gang of robbers, who ordered the passen- 
gers to dismount, and plundered thcmjone by one; the mail 
carrier was also fired at by the same people.-^ When this ve^ 
hide is known to convey so many of the principal ^nobility, g^- 
try, and merchants from Dublin to the Packet boat, a regular 
horse patrole to attend the coach from the office, could be at- 
tended with no inconvenience to Govenunent, and would ensutt 
die proper^ of many individuals* 

B 
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lowed to take their parcels, &c. with them ; 
but carriages and trunks are obliged to go to 
the Custom House, and undergo a tedious and ' 
imposing search. The proprietor must value 
his carriage as he thinks reasonable : and he 
is charged on that valuation, four and a half 
per cent; but here the matter does not end ; 
for besides the duty to Government, I paid no 
less than twelve diflferent officers of the cus- 
toms *. 

We had scarcely got rid of a most importu- 
nate host of boatmen, porters, &c. demanding 
loudly their fees, than we were desired to dis- 
mount from our vehicle, as apprehensions 
were entertained for the safety of the bridge 
over which we were obliged to pass f . 

There is nothing commanding in this ap- 
proach to Dublin : a number of narrow passes, 
and bridges barricadoed, still remind the travel- 
ler of the late rebellion. Passing through Me- 
jiiON Square, we drove to the mail coach office 
in Dawson Street, but fixed our quarters at 

* So near an alliance havkg taken place between England 
mndJrclottdf it is to be hoped that this vexatious ceremony will 
shortly be dispensed with, or at least its abuses reformed. 

t When such large sums are annually expended at Dublin on 
less useful buildings and improvements, it surely reflects no 
credit on the Government of a country* that the bridge of com- 
inanieation between England and Ireland should have remaine4 
for so long a time in a dangerous state* 
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Leeoh's Hotel, in Kildaee Stl'eet^, where 
we found excellent accommodations. 

The City of Dublin is more remarkable for 
jt9 fine public buildings, than for its squares or 
streets ; the latter, though planned upon an ex- 
tensive scale, want neatness and symmetry; 
but the former unite elegance of design and 
grandeur, with good execution. Of these the 
most conspicuous arc, the Costom Housx, the 
Law Courts, the Exchange, the late Par* 
LiAMENT House, and Trinity College. 

The Custom House, if visited from the op<* 
posite side of the river, has a very striking ef- 
fect ; and this fine building, combined with the 
numerous shipping immediately adjoining it, 
reminded me strongly of those subjects which 
the painter Canaletti selected at Vxnics 
for his pencil. Its outward appearance is mag« 
nificent,and the minutice of its decorations will 
bear the closest examination; the key stones 
over the arches deserve particular notice : they 
allude to the rivers of Ireland; all of which, 
except that of the Anna Liffey, are repre- 
sented by male heads ; the latter river, which 
runs through the City of Dublin, is distin* 
guished by a female head. These fine charac 
ters were executed by Mr. Edward Smttm, 

^ Dublin (like London) abounds in excellent hotels ; and no 
street more than Kildarc Street : there fffe also others ^trf 
good in 5acibi7/e Street - 

Bi2 
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and will do him immortal credit The has rc- 
. llefs in the pediment are far inferior in point 
of execution : many defects may also be found 
in the general mass of architecture. The chim- 
nies are heavy, and the ornaments annexed to 
the heads, are too trifling. The centre part of 
the back front, decorated with four statues, is 
very bad ; and thd has relief, in the front pedi- 
ment, fails in design : the figure of commerce 
on the dome, is too massive in its proportions, 
as well as the Lion and Unicorn on the back 
part ; indeed the whole of the upper part, with 
its projecting cornice, is too heavy for the 
lower part of the mouldings. Convenience 
seems to have been as much consulted in the 
interior of this edifice, as grandeur of design 
in the exterior. The hall of business, called 
the Long Roomy is a most spacious apartment, 
seventy feet square. The whole of this exten- 
sive edifice was designed and executed by Mr. 
James Gandon, a London architect, and the 
foundation stone laid on the 8th of August, 
1781*. 

The Law Courts on the same side of the 
river as the custom house, form a magnificent 
pile of building. The approach to the four 
courts, which are all uniform, is from a noble 

* A view of.tjiie old Custom House erected A.D. 1707, is en- 
graved in Harm 9 History of Dublin. 
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hall. Tlic sculptural decorations are by Mr. 
Edward Smtth^ a native artist. The building 
was begun in 1776, by Mr. Thomas Cooley, 
architect, wbo lived only to complete the western 
wing. The remainder was terminated by Mr. 
James Gandon. The foundation stone of the 
part containing the Courts, was laid on the 13th 
March, 1786, by Charles, Duke of Rut- 
land, then Lord Lieutenant. Previous to the 
erection of this building, the Law Courts 
were held under one roof in Christ Church 
Laxe; prior to which period, they were sepa- 
rate and ambulatory, being removed as convc' 
nience and safety made it expedient, . - 

Some objections may be made to the archi- 
tecture of this building, particularly to the 
dome encompassed by columns, which, owing 
to the base rising so high above the rest of the 
building, has a very bad effect ; its propor- 
tions as a detached temple would be more just : 
this defect is very visible from the opposite 
side of the river, (which is the be^t situation to 
view the general effect of the building) where 
the over-massive proportions of the dome and 
colonnade tend to lessen and injure those of 
the beautiful portico beneath, to which they 
should be only a second *^ 

* a plan is in agitation of extending the Quay along the 
banks of the Liffty from the Custom house to the Law Courts^ 
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H^e Exchange, in my opinion,exceeds in the 
. beauty of its interior, every other public build*' 
ing in Dublin. Its form and peculiarities are 
thus described by an able artist, Mr. James 
Malton, who has published a folio volume 
of exact and well executed views of all the 
principal buildings in Dublin ; from whom I 
have extracted some particulars in this my 
sketch, and to whom I refer those of my 
readers, who may wish for more minute in- 
formation on the subject. He says, ^' that on 
entering this edifice, the attention is called to 
many conspicuous beauties ; but above all, to 
the general form. Twelve fluted pillars of the 
Composite Order, thirty-two feet high, are cir- 
cularly disposed in the centre of a square area, 
covered by a highly enriched entablature ; 
above which is a beautiful cylindrical lantern^ 
about ten feet high, perforated by twelve cir* 
cular windows, ornamented with festoons of' 
laurel leaves : the whole crowned with a hand* 
some spherical dome, divided into hexagonal 
compartments, enriched and well proportioned^ 
and lighted from the cetitre by a large circular 
skylight." Its form is that of a fine rotundo 
within a square, and is admirably suited to the 
purpose it is destined. This building was plan* 

wbich will add mttck to tUe beauty, at well u to the conve- 
nience of the eity* 
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ned and executed under the immediate direc-^ 
tion of Mr. Thoiia» Coolet, who obtained 
the first premium given by the Trurtees for 
the best design ; and wa* the means of intro^ 
ducing this able architect into Ireland. Tha 
foundation stone was laid in 1769, by Lor9 
TowNSHEND, and was opened in 1779: its 
expence is estimated at forty thousand pounds. 

The Parliament House, presents 9^ fa* 
fade of beautiful architecture, and being placed 
nearly at right angles with the west front of 
Trinity College, produces a very grand 
efPect. Mr. Harris, in his History of Dub* 
Itn, says, that it was begun in 1729, (during 
the administration of JoHir Lonti Carteret) 
by Sir Edwarb Lovet Pearce, engineer 
and surveyor general, and completed by Ar- 
thur DoBBSjEsq. (who succeeded him in that 
office) about the year 1739, at the expence of 
about forty thousand pounds. 

Since the Union between England and 
Ireland, the original destination of this fin« 
building has been changed, and it is novrunder*^ 
going alterations to iSt it for a National Bank* 

Trinity Colle&e, or /the University of 
Dt7BLiN, is a handsome pile of building* Its 
widely extended front, facing Dame Street, 
adds a great ornament fo the city ; and on en- 
tering through, the gateway in the centre, the 
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rye is struck with the general appearance of the 
area within, and parficularly with two elegant 
stone buildings withCorj(nthian porticos corre- 
sponding, and facing each other on the right 
and left. The library is a magnificent room, and 
surpassed only by that of Trinity College 
at Cambridge*; it has lately received a very 
considerable addition to its collection of books 
by the purchase of the Fagel Library from 
Holland. Various unsuccessful attempts 
Were made to found an University at Dublin 
by Sir Henrt Sidney, Sir John Perrot, 
and other eminent men ; but the credit is due 
to Archbishop Loftus, who, by his eloquence, 
prevailed upon the Mayor and Citizens of 
Dublin to give them the site of the dissolved 
monastery of All Saints, which they enjoyed 
by grant from King Henry viii. He after- 
wards procured from Queen Elizabeth, a 
royal charter, and a mortmain licence for the 
land granted by the city. Thomas Smith, 
Mayor of Dublin, laid the first stone of the 
building on the 13th March 1591. The work 
proceeded vigorously by means of benevo* 
lent contributions, and on the 9th of January 
1593, it was fit for the reception of stu- 

* The dimensions of this fine room are stated by Mr. Mat* 
Ion (who has given an inside view of it) to be Sfip faet long^ 50 
broad, and 40 high. It was erected in the year 1732. 
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dents'*^. There is an anatomical school in the 
park adjoining, with very fine preparations in 
wax: the museum of natural history is so far 
surpassed by the one newly arranged by Gene- 
ral Vallancey at the rooms of the Dublin 
Society, that it scarcely deserves notice. The 
Provost's house, built after a design of the ce- 
lebrated LordBurli^tgton, adjoins the Uni- 
versity, and adds to the beautiful appearance 
of this part of the city. 

Having mentioned the principal buildings 
that arrest the stranger's attention during his 
walk through Dublin : I shall say a few words 
respecting the churches. Of these. Saint Pa- 
trick's Cathedral, and Christ Church 
are the most remarkable for their antiquity, 
and I may add only on that account; for their 
state is very bad and precarious; and the ap« 
proach to each of them filthy beyond measure, 
and through the very worst part of the city f. 

The former is said to have been built by 
John Comyn, Archbishop of Dublin, on the 
site of an older building, and dedicated by him 

* Those who wish to satisfy their curiosity more fully re« 
gpecting this endowment, will find many^interestiug particulars 
in Harris^* Hiitori^ of Dublin. 

tLet the reader who wishes to know the dreadful and dis* 
graceful state of this quarter of the city, refer to Mr. WhitekmU 
admirable Essaif on the Population of Dublin^ and observations 
0n the state of the poorer parts of the city of Dublin. 
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in the year II90 to Saint Patrick. Henry* 
L0UNDRE8 afterwards changed its ecclesiastical 
establishment) which was coHegiate in its first 
constitution, and erected it into a cathedral 
about tlie year 1235, uniting it with the priory 
of the Holy Trinity or Christ CHURCH,and re- 
serving to the latter the prerogative of honour. 
The chapel of the blessed Virgin is said to 
have been built by Fulk deSaundford, who 
in 1271 was buried in it; the steeple was erect- 
ed by Archbishop Minot in 1370, who sdso 
rebuilt a part of the cathedral which had been 
destroyed by fire ♦, and the lofty spire owes its 
existence to a legacy bequeathed by Doctor 
Sterne, Bishop of Clogher, in 1750. 

Such is the ancient account of this Cathe- 
dral ; a long period, I fear, will not elapse be- 
fore the traveller will have occasion to witness 
it in ruins : for so dangerous is its present state, 
that the whole nave is propped up by poles and 
scaffolding to prevent its downfall. The inte- 
rior in point of good architecture has little to 

* The following anecdote is related by Harris respecting the 
rebuilding of this church. " After the burning of St. Patrick's 
Church, sixty straggling and idle fellows were taken up> and 
obliged to assist in repairing the church and building the stee* 
pie ; who, when the work was over, returned to their old trade 
of begging, but were banished out of the diocese in IS76 by Ro* 
htrt de Wikefard^ successor to Minot. Their irafmet are inserted 
in the ancient r^istry ixoxa whick tl»if not^ was takeor*^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



BUBLIN. 11 

notice or commend. The chapter house, which 
appears originally to have been one of the 
transepts, and the choir afford the best speci* 
mens« 

On the right of the altar is a very curious 
monument erected to the memory of the Boyle 
family*: it is divided into several stories, on each 



• The history of this nobleman is extremely cnrrons, and can 
scarcely be equalled either in the English or Irish aaoahu 
When he first arrived at Dublin, his whole wealth amounted 
only to 27l* 3s. in money ; but by a prudent and upright con- 
ducty he lived, not only to triumph over the Calumnious deal* 
ings of his rivals, but to enjoy the fruits of his honesty and good 
judgment. By his wife CatiaritK^ daughter to Sir Geoffrey Fen* 
tm^ he had fifteen children, seven sons, and eight daughters : 
and what is remarkable, three of the five sons who survived him, 
were made peers before his death. Another was afterwards pro- 
moted to the same honours ; and his youngest son Robert Boyte 
(so celebrated throughout Europe for his great literary talents) 
refused the proffered peerage. The same honourable fortune 
seems to have attended on the female part of his progeny ; for 
seven of his daughters were married to noblemen : and to use 
the words of his Biographer, ** I may venture to affirm, that 
the founder of no family in England, was ever so far favoured 
by Providence, as to see so many of his children settled in the 
world, and disposed of after so honourable a manner.** 

But I must not omit an anecdote relating to this sumptuous 
monument. The Earl of Cork having purchased from the Dean 
and Chapter of St, Patrick's^ sufficient ground to build a vault 
for his family, erected this monument over it : for which he was 
called in question, having placed it in the space where the high 
altar anciently stood, directly facing the door of the choir. Tho 
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of which there are figures either recumbent or 
kneeling, and is the loftiest monument I ever 
saw, as it rises nearly to the top of the cieling. 
On the opposite side^ is the tomb of Lord 
Raxelagh. The figures on each monument 
are painted. Besides the above, there are seve- 
ral brasses with sculptures and inscriptions ; a 
tablet to the memory of Sir Henry Wallop 
1599f founder of the Portsmouth family in 
Hampshire, and another to the memory of the 
celebrated Dean Swift, bearing this inscrip- 
tion ; 

HIC DEPOSITUM EST CORPUS JONATHAN 
SWIFT S.T.D. HUJUS ECLESI/E CATHE ORALIS DE- 
CANI, UBI SiEVA INDIGNATIO ULTERIUS COR LA- 
CERARE NEQUIT. ABI VIATOR ! ET IMITARE, SI 
POTERIS, STRENUUM PRO VIRILI UBERTATIS 
yiNDICATOREM. OBIIT- 19 DIEMENSIS OCTOBRIS 
A D 1745. ANNO iETATIS 78. 

Above this tablet is a spirited bust of the 
Dean, the gift of the celebrated George 
Faulkner. 



matter was referred to the Primate and Archbishop of Dttbiin, 
'^ whoy by their letters to the King, made a certificate concerning 
the propriety of its situation. The King however ordered a 
commission to be held by the Lord Deputy and other dignified 
ecclesiastics to inquire into the real situation of this tomb, and 
when satbfied that it had been erected on the site of the high 
altar, the King'ordered it to be removed to the south side of the 
altar« in whiob situation it now remains. 
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Christ Church or the Priory of the Holy 
Trinity — ^Archdale in his Monasticon has re* 
corded many valuable particulars respecting 
this building. He attributes the foundation of 
it to Sitric the son of Aulif the Danish 
Princ£ of Dublin in the year 1038, who 
gave to DoNAT the first Bishop of that See, a 
place, whereon to erect a church to the blessed 
Trinity. Several of the Norman chieftains who 
came into Ireland with King Henrt the 
Second enlarged this church by adding chapels 
and other improvements. Amongst these was 
Richard Strongbow, Earl of Pembroke, 
who according to tradition lies buried here. 
The figure of a cross legged knight is shewn as 
his effigy ; and above it is this explanatory in-^ 
scription engraven on a tablet. 

this avncient monvment of rychard 
strangbowe called comes strangvlensis 
lord of chepsto and ogny the fyrst and 

PRYNCIPALL invader of IRELAND II69 QUI^ 
OBIIT 1177. THE MONVMENT WAS BROKEN BY 
THE fall of the ROFF AND BODYE OFCHRISTES 
CHURCHE IN ANNO 1562. AND SET VP AGAYNE 
AT THE CHARGYS OF THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
SIR HENRI SYDNEY KNIGHF OF THE NOBLE OR- 
DER L. PRESIDENT OF WALES L. DEPVTY OF IRE- 
LAND. 1570. 

Arch DALE in his Monasticon (page 133^) 
says.** that in II67. Richard Strongbow,, 
£arl of Pemsroicj: granted to the'^Abbey.of 
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tlie VirgiB Maty at Dublik cerbua lands, 
&c/' and directed that his body should be bur 
lied in this abbey, where his brother Thohas 
bad taken the habit of the order. He after* 
wards (page 150) adds '' that in 1176 the same 
Earl granted lands to find lights for Christ's 
Chubch ; that he died of a cancerous sore in 
his leg, and was interred there, within siglit of 
the Holy Cross*/' On the left of the high altar 
is a costly tomb in marble, erected to the me* 

*Tli« following passage ia hdani^t Itinerary, yol. iv. p. 80. 
has caused some doabt about the place of interment of this il- 
lustrious chieftain ; Hie jactt Ricus Strongbaw^filiMs Giiberti co- 
mitts de Pembroke ; which he states (amongst others) as written 
on the walls of the chapter house in the cl oysters of Gloucester 
Cathedra! ; but the testimony of Giraldus de Barri who accom- 
panied Prince John to Ireland in 11 85, and wrote his account 
of that country in the year IISZ? (only ten years after the death 
of Earl Richard f) will settle this point in the most satisfactory 
manner. In chapter 14 book 11 of his Hiberma expMgnata, he 
says ** Corpus Camitis, Dubtiime in ecclesid SanctfB TrndtattM m 
ipso rererendtt Crucis prospectu^ procurante Laurentio sedis giu* 
dem Jrchipremtle^ ceiebratis $olemnii€r exeqniis, mi aamdatym,'* 

Though the generality of authors seem to think that Strong* 
haa> was buried in Christ's Church ; still, I think, some doubt 
may be entertained if this efligy has been rightly attributed to 
him. The knight bears on his shield the following arms, viz. 
Afgent^ on a chief azure^ three crosses crosslehjitcUe ofthtfidd. 
On referring to Enderbie^ and also to an ancient manuscript by 
George Owen, I find that the arms of this chieftain were, Or^ 
ihr^Chetfons Oulesy a crescent for difference. How then can 
t)ua lis tic effigy of Siron^omf 
4 
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inotyof RoBEttt Earl of Kildake^ 1743, 
and executed by Cheers the Sculptor. He is 
represented in a recumbent attitude ; at his feet 
stands his son, the late Duke or Leinster ; 
and at his head stands his widow and daughter 
Lady Hillsborough. The sculpture has a con* 
siderable degree of merit ; but the general good 
eflfect of Uie group is much injured by thecostume 
in which the figures are habited*. On the op- 
posite side, is another tomb, where the figures 
are well executed in small life : They comme- 
morate Francis Agard 1577* and Lady Cecilia 
Harrington his daughter and coheir, wife of 
Sir Henry Harrington 1584. This is the same 
personage whose name I found inscribed on a 
curious tablet in Beaumaris Church, Akgle- 
SEA.and which I have mentioned in my notes on 
Giraldus (Vol. II. page 1 18.) but at the pub- 
licsition of that work, I did not know the place 
of his interment He was Secretary to Sir 
Henry Sidnet, Lord Justice of Irelaxd, 
and his good character is thus recorded by the 
Historian Hollinshed. ** He made choice of 
two worthy counsellors, whom for their faith- 

' *This nobleman who died in 1743, ordered '' that there (k> 
attend my funeral but a few of nay servants, aad that my body 
be kept uohnried ibr as many days after my decease as it can, 
vitbottt art or cutting open.'' The inscription to his memory is 
Kmnscribcd in Lodges Peerage^ Vol. up. Ill, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 DUBLIN. 

fulness in counsel for the state, good will and 
friendship towards him, and for their integrity 
and sincerity every way, he entirely loved and^ 
assuredly trusted; one of these was Master 
Francis Agard, whom he commonly called 
his *^ Fidus Achates.'* This church contains 
other less important tombs, amongst which 
that of Doctor Wood^vard organist, has th^ 
singularity of a musical epitaph. In point of 
antiquity, Christ's Church bears a decided 
superiority over Saint Patrick^ and pre- 
sents several specimens of Saxon architecture* 
The northern front has an ornamented Saxon 
portal : the transepts are chiefly of the 5lime 
Order, though we may trace an early introduc- 
tion of the pointed arch, but still retaiaing its 
Saxon decorations ; of which we see two good 
examples in the aisle leading from the transept 
' on the right of the choir. The choir presents 
a sad medley of Gothic and Italian architecture 
combined in tli<? most unnatural manner. The 
annals of this Priory have been preserved by 
Archdale in his Monasticon from the year 
1170 to 1585- 

These are the principal buildings that will 
attract the attention of the stranger who visits 
Dublin : but tliere are others, which^ though 
not equaf in grandeur, may deserve the epithet 
of handsome: amopgstthem may be named the 
Lying in Hospital, Blu£ Coat Hospital, 
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thcRoTUNDo, Church ofSautt CA!raAEi^£» 
the THOLSEt, and the Rooms of the DbBxiv 
Society in the city : and Kilmaikham Howi*^ 
TAL in the suburbs, and Rotal iNFiMfA&r 
in the Phcenix Park. Amongst the houses of 
the nobility, the most remarkable^those of the 

L^tNBTEE, ChARLEMONT, aud FOWERSCOURT 

families *• 

. I have before remarked that the streets and 
squares, though planned upon a grand and ex* 
tensive scale, want neatness and symmetry to 
render them striking to the eye. Sackville 
Street and Saijtt Stephen's Greex are evi- 
dent proofs of my assertions. It is not suffi^^ 
cient that a street is wide, or that a square en« 
closes a spacious areat; ^ certain regularity 

*To those who wish to have correct and well chosen views 
of all the principal buildings at Dublin^ I strongly recommend 
the work of JMf . James Midtm. 

• -fSt. Stephen's Green is esteemed the largest square in Europe^ 
and its circumference is little short of an English mile : a broad 
gravel walk, separated from the street by a low wall, and from 
the green by a dirty and stinking ditch, encircles the whole 
area, which is shaded by trees. This spacious green presents the 
level surface of a meadow, broken only by an equestrian statue 
of Jtm^ George the Second in the centre. I am rather surprised 
that the spirit of taste and improvement so highly conspicuous 
in many parts of Dublin should not have been extended to tbit 
fine green ; a spot so well calculated for public walks, and eveii 
in its present uncouth state, and witb all its desagrimeTis, so much 
resorted to by the public. 
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liiid gnmdeur in the suitottftdiMg houses is ab« 
iolutely Mcessary to render them striking: 
the g^od Elects of symmetry are visible in 
many of the tk0\7 squares in Lokdok, and still 
more so at Bath* 

SuKiM^T fidTB June. I kft Dublin in the 
morning ; passed dirongh the Pbcenix Park* ; 
a wide and handsome straight road with trees 
on its sides ; see the Vice Regal Lodge on the 
tight, a good modern house, with wings added 
by the late Lieutenant Lo&i> Haebwicke ; 
theie are several -smaller lodges within the 
Park. At the Farther extremity is the represent- 
ation of ^ l^H^Ntx at the top of a large Co« 
rintbian pillaf) ei-ected during the Lieutenancy 
of the EitRL OF Cbcsterpiixd. Passed 
through the village of Castie Knock f ; Ab- 



•This park .(which is about seven miles in circamfei^ence) 
was a part of the extensive possessions attached to Kilmamkamf 
v/hcre Richard Strongbow bad founded a priory for Knights 
Templars. The general dissolution of this military establish* 
ment took place in prance as well as in England about the year 
1312. The example of Philip King of JFVance was followed by 
our Edward the Second^ each of whom» not without reason^ 
viewed with a jealous eye the encreasing pow^r of this order, 
who from the period of their first establishment in 111S» had 
gldned possession of sixteen thousand lordships. Archdale Mo- 
nastieon^p. 228. 

t This word often occurs in Ireland^ a comiptionirom knokdn^ 
or inoikifr, a hill. fJiuyd Jrcheeologia, , 
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BOT8TOWN* on the right, the seat of Mr. 
FAiTLKisrER. Cross the Royal Canal, and see 
at a short distance on the right the ruined 
Church of MalIiAUIBERT. Village of Clo- 
HXE ; on the left Dunbotwe, and Norman's 
Grove on the right Miserable cottages made 
of mud and thatched; many of them left in 
ruins since the rebellion in 1798: roads excel** 
lent and flat ; lands cultivated with corn, pota-* 
toes, and pastures, but slovenly farming. Chang«» 
ed horses at the Black Bull, a single house, 
which gavp us no very favourable specimen ot 
the Irish Inns. One of the parlour windows 
still bears the mark of a bullet shot into the 
room during the rebellion. From the Black 
Bull Inn to TR][if, miles xii. road flat and 
excellent; arable fields; great flocks of tur- 
keys and other poultry kept by the peasants. 
Saw written on several hous^ the words Good 
dry Lodgings ; by which, dry is not meant in con- 
tradistinction to wet ox damp, but implies lodg* 
ings without board, as the same word is ap* 
plied in a higher sense to a bali without a sup- 
per. Miserable hovels still continvie to hurt 
the feelings of the compassionate traveller. 

♦ The traveller in Ireland, when he sees the word town post- 
fixed to the name of any place, must not expect to find a town 
or village in its literal sense: as that word is very frequently at-^ 
tached to the country seats of individuals.- 

c2 
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See on the right the ruins of a square fort,witk 
circular turrets at Vthe angks, called SctrE- 
tACE's-TOWir Castle— cross the River Botke, 
a silent stream, full of weeds and rushes. Imme^ 
diately adjoining the bridge on the right are the 
ruins of an abbey ; and a short distance to the left 
are those of Newtown Priory •. Trim is the 
County town of Meath where the assizes are 
held, and where large additions are now mak* 
ing to the Gaol. Inn Reilly Arms ; good t* 

From Trim to Mitchelstown, miles xi. 
road good as before ; country better, and more 
varied with trees, hedges and corn fields« Clif<- 
TON Lodge on the left belonging to Lord 
Darnlet, who has considerable property in 
this neighbourhood. Ath boy, a tolerable town, 
large inn nearly completed, post horses kept* 
See on the right St. Lucy, the seat of Sir Ben-' 
JAMIK Chapman, who keeps in lund a farm 
of nearly six thousand Irish acres. On die Irft 
Ballinlougr, a well wooded seat of Sin 
Hugh O'Reilly. From hence a road com- 
pletely shaded with trees, led me to the seat of 
my friend RaBERT Stearne Tighe, Esq. at 

* As this ncighboTirhood abounds so macb in military as well 
as monastick remains, 1 shall defer giving any account of them» 
until 1 find leisure to examine them more minutely. 

1 1 am not able as yet to rate the good or bad qualities of an 
Jnsi inn ; so different an appearance do they present in eyery 
respect to those of £;7^&nd. ^ . 
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MiTCHELSTOWN, passing by the grounds of 
Mr. Wood at Rosmead. The general appear* 
ance of this district is much enlivened by nu^ 
merous gentlemen's seats, and the plantations 
attached to them. 

In the neighbourhood of Mitchelstown, 
there are several objects worthy of notice:' 
Castle Town Delvin *, the ancient seat of 
the Earls of Westmeath has apart of its baro- 
nial castle standing ; and near it one of those 
raised earthen works, which the Irish writers 
call rathsf and attribute to t^e Dakes. 

Fore and the adjoining Lake called LouoH 
Lexe occupied a whole morning. Pass the 
ruined Church of Clonarnt on the right, and 
that of Archerstown on the left, near the 
qewly made residen^je of Mr. Battersbt* See 

^ Delvinyin the barony from it named, a large oblong square 
castle, high raised, having at each Corner a large round tower, 
which equallethy if not aurmounteth the castle, a structurt 
speaking ancient magni£cence. It is now ^bolly waste witi^out 
roof or inhabitants. It giveth the title of a Lord Baron to thd 
Right Hon. Richard Hugent^ Earl of Westmeath^ of an ancient 
illustrious family descended from Baron Jones^ who (without 
the stile of lord) was of the first English conquerors and seated 
here. Vdlmcey Collectanea Hibcnucay Vol. up. 62. 

* Aia(f'in the Danish language signifies a council: See Wolffs 
Dictionary : and by Lhuyd irt his IriskrEngUih Dictionary is in*' 
terpreted a vilUge, a prince's seat, also an artificial mount or" 
barrow. 
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iat a distance on the left the seat of Mr. SniTH, 
M. P. for the county*.. 

Some Interesting records have been preserved 
tespectmg Fobe by Sir Henby Piers, and 
Mr. Abchdale. The former wrote a descrip- 
tion of tl\e County of W^stMeath, which is 
published in the first volume of Vallancey^s Cai'^ 
teetama de rebus HibernkiSf and contains the 
Ibliowing description of Fore or Fouee. 

^^ Fovr£> an ancient corporation^ sending 
two members to parliament, is seated on the 
north side of the hill, which interposeth be- 
tween it and Lough Lene. This town is said 
to have been anciently a town Or university of 
literature, and its tiame, signifying in the Irish 
language, the town of bookSf and Lox^gh 
Lene, the ittke of kamingy together with aa 
island in it bearing the like name, which is said 
to have been the retiring place of the learned, 
who taught here, may seem to give counte- 
nance to this old tradition. But if this town 
were not a mart of learnings surely it was of rfe- 
miion, there being in it no less than the ruins, 
of three parish churches, more by two than the 
greatest and best town of our county hath» 

* Between Jrckerstown and Fore, I oVserved on the left side 
ef the road a tumuiiu which, on examination, appeared to be 
sepulchral : it was surrounded by a fosse, but not so netitly exe* 
cutcd as those on our Downs in Wiltshire. 
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one monastery, one church or cell of an Anchor' 
rite, the sole of the reltgious of this kind hi 
Ireland. This religious person at his entry 
inaJceth a vow never to gq out of his doors all 
his life after, and ac(^>rdingly here he remains 
pent up all his dnys : every day he satCh mass 
in his chapel, which also is part of, nay almoit 
all his dwelling house, for there is no more 
house, but a very small castle, wherein a tall 
man can hardlystretch himself at lengtbi if he 
laid down on the floor ; nor is there any pas^ 
sage into the castle, but through the chapeh 
He hath servants that attend him a;t his call in 
sw outhouse, but non^e 1 vefh within the church 
but himself. He is said by the nativ^s^ whd 
hold him in great veneration for his »anctity$ 
every day to dig or rather scrape (for he useiEli 
no other tools but his nails) a portion of his 
grave; beingest^n^edofso gr^,h^lin^s»a$ if 
purity and sanctity were entajl$4oilihi^.celt« he 
is constantly yisited by those ^f tb? Epmishrf* 
ligion, who aim ^t being esteemed mofe d^vput 
than the ordinary amo9g(»t tbew ; every vU 
sitant at his departure leaveth his olf^ri^g; or 
(as they phrase it) devotion on his altar ; but 
lie rdieth not on this only for a maintenancCi 
hut has those to bring him in their devotion]^ 
whose devotions are not so fervent as to invite 
them to do the office in person ; these are called 
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his psrbcsfors, who rapg« all the countries id 
Ireland to beg for him, whom they call *^ The 
Holy Man in tkeStotte.'' Corn, eggs, geese^ : 
turkeys^ hens, sheep, money, and what not; 
nothing comes amiss, and no where do they 
fail altogether, but something is had, insomuch 
that if his proctors deal honestly, nay if they 
return him but a tenth part of what is given 
hirh, he may doubtless fare as well as any priest. 
of them all. The only recreation this poof 
prisoner is capable of, is to walk on his terras 
built over the cell wherein he lies, if he may be 
said to walk, who cannot in one line stretch 
forth his lags four tvmes." An inscription 6till 
existingin a^ ruined chapel under the hill bears 
testimony that a hermit resided there so late as 
the year I6l6. 

V • .... . 

* ' En igo PatHeius Begli^ sacrae incola eremi 
Hoc lapiSum tumulo condor, humorqut cax>o 

UMpe sub aeriA mommentOy et scde sacratd, 
Ifnterherato adyto, turn sine labe domo. 

i^uisqms is est ergo qui cernet bustaj viaior, 
JHcat trem ieoke ! spiritus astra petat ! * 

* On one side of the inscription, a cross and two figaifs are 
delineated, and on the other side that of jhe He[mit» to which 
Ihe word ^tu/a in the epitaph probably alludes. This chapel 
was tl)c burial place of the Wettmeaih family, to whom there il 
• ratnumental tablet bearing dftte l680« '* 
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Besides the ruins of these parish churcfaetfi 
city walls and gateways, there is the shell of a 
spacious monastery situated in the vale below ; 
and as Sir H. Pieks observes, ^^ built in a bogy 
but founded on a Jinn spot of ground." Mr. 
Archdale in his Monasticon^ p. 71 h says, " at 
Fore we find a Priory of Canons Regular, which 
was built by St. Fechin- about the year 630. 
He died of the plague A* D. 665^ after having 
governed 3000 monks in this abbey." By the 
annals of this monastery, which the said author 
has continued to the year 1 61 4, we learn that 
in 1SQ9, Walter de Lacie refounded this ab^ 
bey, under the invocation of St. Taurin and 
St. Fechin, for monks of the order of St. %mm 
n.edict, whom he brought fdr tbat purpose 
from the Abbey of St. Taurik in Everxux^ 
Normandy, and made this a cell to that ab« 
bey, ixoixi which period this house has been ge- 
nerally called the Prioby of St. Fechin aad 
St. Taurin. . • * - ^ 

This monastery presents a large pile of sim- 
ple and unornamented masonry: the ChapeV^is 
still in a tolerable state of preservation, and has 
three narrow pointed windows. The valley in, 
which this abbey is placed must in the time oi 
its prosperity have been a . delightful retreat ; 
the outline is still good> and nothing is wanting 
but wood tp render it an attractive spot in 
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modern dttys; tiie approach to it ^om the 
eai^ Was protectod by a strorig fert, of which 
^ the earthen mottiida only remain. ReHgtoh stiil 
jiiaiutains her rites at fonx, though forsaken 
by its cloystered inhabitantt ; for one of the 
churchyards is thickly crowded with tonab- 
atones, though the church is in ruins*. 

LovoH Lxif £ lies at a short distance from 
F<m£. It is a itrge |>iece of water, with three 
wooded ishuEids upon it It produces good 
tfout and pike ; its banks are fiat and culti« 
vated. On the north side of the lake^ its wa* 
ters penetrate onder the rock, and reappear on 
the opposite side of the hill near Fore, where 
liney turn a mill. At no great distance from 
this Jake, and towards the south, is a raised 
earthen work, cailed vulgarly ^^Tk£ Fort of 
TuRQitsim.'' This chieftain is mentioned by 
many histoiHan as the conquerdir of a large dis- 
farict,and by Giralbus i>z Barri as cfftiitwhole 
ef Ireland. He says in his TopognphU Hi- 

* I tiaveil^^y 1)64 occasion -during iny short progress, to 
Yemark several of tlieso rumed cborcbes with croivded ceme- 
teries; and I am informed that the gx^ fcequeiK^ of tliem 
through Jrelmd, proceeds from the consolidation of parishes ^t 
a period when the Catholic preponderated over the Protestant 
religion. If seems that the latter how begins to gain groiind, 
Iffi application has t^eenmad^for the restoratioA of tnony of lliese 
dMapidated churchy, and ftOQie have abeady been .rebuilt. 
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kernia *'In htym wrS Felmidii Jbegis (Tcid- 
lime *) tempore^ NerwAgiemes in magnd elasn 
Hib&mica iittoray anno ^ctingeni&ifno trige* 
simo octavo, appukrunt^ Sgc. Horum du9 Tur* 
gesius vocatus; muitis k)afiisfue eof^ictibus et 
hellis atrocibus Xot^m sibiiniulam in bred sub^ 
jugamtf et peragratis totius regnijinibus totam 
undique terramjocisidcneis incastellavif. Unde 
et fosmta mfinita^ alta nimiSj rotunda guoque 
ac pleraque triplicia* Castella etiam nturata^ et 
adhucintegra,vacua tamgn et deuriu^exreliquiis 
illis, et jantiquitatis vestigiis hie usque in ho-^ 
diernum multa reperies. Hibermcus enimpopu* 
lu9 castella non curat. JSilvis namque pro cas^ 
tris; paludibus utitur pro fossatis : Turgesiu$ 
itaque regnum Hibermcum aliquandiu pacifici 
resity donee puellarum doio deiususinteriitf.** 
But the Historian Lh£.an2> places the inva* 
sion of Irklanp by Titbgeiius ia the year 
815, and not according to GutAXixus in 8S8« 
By the assistance of the Danes af Ireland who 
flacked to his standard^ he conquered the na* 
tives, and was proclaimed Monaich of the King* 
dom. But the Irish spirit at length revived ; 

* Feidlimey or FeidlimidiuSy was King of the province qf 
Munster, not of all Ireland. 

t This extract from Giraldus is very important, as it not 
^If gives an account of the Nimvegim whose name this iort 
mM bears ; but thcovs sorac light on tiie earthen works with 
wUch Irekmd abounds ; but perbaps he may err in attributing 
40 many of these works to Turgesius* 
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fit TVUOaiVB, ^ 

and MitACHtiH Prince of M£atb» in a time 
of apparent peace, seized the usurper* 

The circumstances attending this adventure 
have been mentioned by all the Irish writers^ 
and are thus related by G jbaldus. " The Nor- 
wegian chieftain had conceived a violent pas- 
sion for the daughter of the King of Meath, 
who knowing the ferocious disposition of the 
tyrant, did not dare to irritate him by a deniaL 
He therefore apparently acceded to his pro* 
posaV and promised to send his daughter at^ 
tended by fifteen young damsels to a certain 
island in the province of Meats *, at an ap- 
pelated time. In the mean time Melachlin 
selects fifteen of the most . resolute and bemi- 
tiful youths, without beards, orders them to be 
habited like young women, and to carry each 
of them a sword concealed under their gar- 
ments. Thus accoutred, they proceed to the 
place of meeting, where they find the amorous 
chieftain and his youthful comrades, eager to 
receive the Princess and her supposed females: 
but no sooner had Tubgesius transgressed the 
bounds of decorum, than the young men drew 
forth their secret weapons, and throwing off 
the disguise they had assumed, put the Norwe^ 

♦ There is a lake in the western district of ibe County oif- 
Westnieath named Lock Irony which ma}; jprpbfkbty have beea 
die scene of this action, but having never seen it, I caonotttt^ 
if it has any island on it. ^ 
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TUROSSIUS. 89 

gian and his companions to death : thus saving 
the honour of the royal father and of his daugh- 
ter, and delivering their country from the hands 
of a most oppressive tyrant*." 

^ Cumijgihfr ed ttmpettaie JUum Rtgii MtimmTwrgums ad* 
rnnoMHt: IUx9lUvinti0ubp<ctar<vtrsant9jiUam 9ium ^con* 
cedetUf ad insulam quondam Mediet^ m stagno scilicet LocfyrtMOf 
iliamemiipdndeeimptcUistgregiudmiwtrumie^opa^^ QnJ- 
but tt Tmrgenuiganitui cmm iatidemwMiorilmsgcKiisitimf tiahiio 
die d loco obvimn venU; et invemiy ei iinemetu im iuM quindc 
dm addeiceiUes imberbeg animoeoif et ai hoc tkctoe 9ub ktdntu 
pueUari dolum pdUkpitts^ cultellia quoi occuUi stctm attulerantp 
staiim inter amplexus Turgesius cum nw cccubmtr 

GiraUui Topog. Hib.p. 749- 
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FROM MITCHELSTOWN.TO TULLA- 
MORE, NENAGH, KILLALOE, LIME- 
RICK, ADAIR, TARBERT, TRALEE, 
ARDFERT AND KILLARNEY. 



Friday 4th July. — From Mitchelstown 
to MuLtiNGAR XII MILES : Foad good, coun- 
try stoney and flat, lands chiefly pasture. Sec 
Martinstown Castle in a field to the left ; 
and the ruins of another fort on the right, with 
a small lake. See on the left Reynella, the 
seat of Mr. Reynell, and afterwards on the 
right KiLLYNAN, another seat of the same fa- 
mily. Observe a tumulus on the left. Cookes- 
BOROU6H the seat of Mr. Cooke; a line of 
most miserable hovels, with smoke issuing from a 
hole in the thatched roof: two lakes on the 
right. Tliis tract of country bears but a ragged 
appearance, from the general want of trees, 
hedge-rows, and the slovenly state of its culti- 
vation. A large fair now holding at Mullin- 
GAR, which a traveller would wish to avoid as 
much in Ireland as in Wales. The post- 
horses met us at the entrance to the town, 
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where ^ hostler hamessed'the ruRiif horse on 
the ^-side, and did not perceive bis mistake 
till asked by us '' If that was the custom of 
his country ?" 

* From MurtiDTGAm t& KitiMroAN xn 
MixBs. Road good, and mostly flat See crowds 
of females, and many of them otherwise welt 
drest, flocfctag barefooted (nwre Cambrico) to 
the fair: and near the town a large group 
performing ablutions in a pond, preparatory 
to putting on thehr stockings. A circular 
earthen work adjoining the road on the right; 
also a large lake called LotroH £kksi» in the 
same direction. Many gentlemen'is seats ^ de« 
eorate itseastera banks, which are well wooded, 
an4 more abrupt than those oa the opposite 

* Mn Rocl^in^s, Lord Bebtden^tf Jj^c. Ins^e^kiug of the la£* 
texy Mr. Young in his. admirable Taur through Irebmd^ nyn, 
** The house 18 perched on the crown of a beautiful little hill^ 
half surrounded with others, variegated and melting into one 
another. It is a most singular place; spreads to the eye a beau* 
trfal lawn of undulating ground, mai^ned with wood ; w^ 
trees are, scattered in some places, and Qlumps m othcfs ; the 
eCect so pleasing, that were there nothing further, the place 
would he 4>eautiful ; but the rest of the canvas is admirably 
filled. Laugh Ennely many miles in length, and two or three 
broad, flows beneath the windows. It is spotted with blets; a 
promontory of rock, fringed with trees, starts, into.it, and the 
wh<^eis bounded by distant hills. Greats and Jnore tnagni* 
ficent scenesiare often met wiil^ hut no where a mow beautiful 
or a more singular one/' 
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side; A'diurcb in ruins on the right, crmetet/ 
crowded with monumental memorials ; another 
in the same line and in the same state ; a lodge 
placed on the opposite side of the road to the 
entrance gate; a peculiarity, I am tdd, very 
. common in Ireland: ornament and cultiva* 
tion cease ; amere spirt : dreary country returns, 
lands rather more cultivated with com ; a large 
bog ; cross the River Beuska flowing out of 
Lough Ennel ; several mills in a vale on the 
ieft; and a mined castle on tibe right 

KiLBEOGAN is a Small town situated on ^m 
Riv^r Bruska. Post horses kept, but none at 
home. Landlord's name is Cuffe, who wzs 
knightied in a fr9lic by Lord Townshend dur-* 
ing his Lieutenancy ; and his wife still priidea 
herself in her titled honours. The inn though 
kept by a Knight and his Lady, bears but a 
melancholy appearance. Continued our jour- 
ney with the same post horses ; a raised cause- 
way over a bog, with deep ditches on each 
side; a narrow ridge of hill; com fields in-r 
crease; see distant hills on the right: another 
bottom and ascent ; road becomes worse and 
wants mending. Leave the County of West- 
KEATH, and enter the King's Countt. The 
face of the country improves on approaching: 
TtxLLAMOBE,where I found a good Inn and ac* 
commodations at Dohertt's, (the Chaele- 
viLLE Akms) near the bridge. 
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This town was burnt down a few years ago, 
but is reviving very rapidly, and bears a busy 
and flourishing aspect : it is intersected by a 
canal leading from Dublin to the Port on the 
Shannon, on which a covered boat, like the 
eochc 4'eau in Holland and Flanders, is fitted 
up for the convenience of travellers. At a 
short distance from the town, and on the banks 
of this canal is a small square fort in good pre- 
servation. 

Saturday 5 July. From Tullamore, 
through Fran^ford, to Birr xlx mil£$* 
Two miles from Tullamore is the scat of 
Lord Charleville adjoining the turnpike 
road, where a handsome castellated mansion is 
.pow erecting under the superintendence of 
JouNSGN the architect. The plan of this build- 
ing aims at accommodating the most promi- 
nent features of a baronial castle to the con- 
veniences of a modern habitation : the most 
objectionable part is the large tower which ap- 
pears to issue from the centre of the building; 
and which at an immense height is perforated by" 
four large arches; and thus its massive solidity 
and grandeur are completely destroyed. The 
whole is built with fine grey stone, and seems 
very well executed. The adjoining park is well 
wooded, but flat. Returning to my carriage, I 
continued my route ; open corn fields ; country, 
ragged and stony. See a gentleman's seat on 
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the left ; a roofless chapel on the right; a long 
tract of dreary country ; road rough in parts j 
a large extent of bog on the right. Country 
improves* on approaching to Frankford, a 
small town with an inn, and a scanty supply of 
po^t horses. Here I baited mine. There is no- 
thing at. this place worthy of the stranger's at- 
tention. The cultivation is good near the town, 
but it soon ceases. Turf cars busily employed 
jn bringing home food for the winter's fires, A 
bog on each side of the road ; a gentleman's 
seat, and better cultivation occasionally en- 
liven the face of the country ; a nursery garden ^ 
of firs and forest trees on the right : Would 
that they were more numerous, and that they 
found customers ! Ireland would than regain 
the sylvan honours it has lost for so many cen- 
turies, and no longer present so black and bar- 
ren an aspect*. 

Birr, formerly called Parsonstown, is si- 
tuated on the River Birr. It is a large, new 
well built town with straight streets ; the prin- 
cipal of which is terminated by Duke's Square, 
so called from a statue of the Duke of Cum- 
3?RLAND, by Cheere, erected on a handsome 
and lofty column. It is placed disadvantage* 



* The numerous and large pieces of timber found in the bog» 
tbroughoul Jre/(i;l(f, prove how Well wooded the country musi 
luive been in ancient times. 
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ously withiH a circular inclosure, and moated 
by a stream of water. At the other end of the 
town is a castellated mansion of the Parsons 
family, built (as I was informed) after the de- 
signs of Johnson the architect. At Birr, 
is a good inn, (King's Arms, Dooly) where 
1 snacked *. 

Leaving Birr, I shortly entered the county 
of TippERARY, passing through a village with 
mills, and a small castle ; another ruined fort 
on the left; corn lands; a castle in ruins on 
^ the right ; a line of road as straight as if it had 
been planned by a Roman engineer ; an exten- 
sive plain, with distant hills; bog; a slight 
ascent ; a large bog on the right; a church re- 
built, with the ruins of the more ancient one, 
annexed. Corn, pastures, and bog ; road rough 
in parts; a gentleman's seat on the right; more 
wood ; another seat on the right ; the country 
improves ; plain bounded by some high hills. 

Nenagh is a large town, regularly built ; has 
the remains of a castle, with a round tower 
of strong masonry* I found good accommo- 
dations at the New Inn, (Fitz-Patrick.) 
Cattrell's New Inn has the advantage as to 
ejpterior appearance : but some friends of mine, 
who followed me, complained bitterly of its 
inttrior. 

^ Snack U in Ireland synonimous, with Imch in England. 
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36 KILLALDE. 

Sunday 6 July. From Nenagh to Kil- 
LALOE XII miles; road good, but hilly. Sec 
on the left a raised earthern work. A gentle*- 
man's seat, with a fine wood on the right. The 
same kind of country continues ; pastures, com, 
potatoes, and bog. Leaving the direct road to 
Limerick, I turned off to the right about 
three miles from Killaloe, when the country 
becomes more hilly, with some steep ascents 
and descents : here I used the drag chain for 
the first time ; as the horses had no breeching. 
See the River Shannon winding through a vale 
on the left, with a canal on its side. 

Enter Killaloe over a long bridge of 18 
arches* across the Shannon, which here rolls ra- 
pidly over an irregular bed of rock. The ascent 
into the town is rather steep. The Cathedral 
church which is situated at the bottom of the hili 
near the river, deserves the traveller's attention. 
It has lately been fitted up in a modern style, and 
its antiquities may be confined to its southern 
portal, and its font. The former presents a 
most curious and well sculptured specimen of 
rich Saxon architecture, of a grotesque amd ir- 
regular design. This, though evidently a door- 
wcn/j has been vulgarly styled a monument, 

* The number of arches was formerly more considerable. 
Some of them have beei> destroyed by the canal that has beeft 
cut upon the banks of the riven 
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and attributed to one of the Kings of Mun- 
STER. The font (now overturned) is decorated 
with arabesque ornaments in relievo. On the 
north side of the cathedral is a small oratory or 
chapel of a date far prior to the cathedral ; and 
probably the original sanctuary of the holy 
man who founded the abbey*. Its roof is 
very deep, and made entirely of stone ; it has 
a belfry, and two doorways to the east and 
west The scenery about Killaloe is rather 
picturesque, and derives much of its beauty 
from the rapid and meandering course of the 
Shannon, which affords excellent sport to the 
sahnon fisherman. To the north west of Kil- 
laloe the river forms a spacious lake called 
Lough Derg, in which are several islands: on 
one of which, called Iniskeltair, are the ruins 
of seven small churches, and a fine round 
tower. The shores also of this lake afford some 
fine views, particularly near Derry, the seat 
of Mr, Hjead : but unfortunately, the town of 



* Killalqcy the seat of a bishop, and situated on the western 
banks of the River Shannon^ near the noted cataract. Saint 
MolualobJmrj the grandson of Eocha Bailldearg, King of North 
Jftm^^y founded an abbey here about the beginning of the sixth 
century. He wa$ succeeded by bis disciple Saint Fltmnan^ who 
about the year 639, was consecrated bishop of the place : from 
this time we hear no more of it as an abbey. Killaloe viaM an- 
ciently the resort of many pilgrims. Arckdalcy p. 52. 
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KiLLALOE is SO badly provided with the ne-' 
cessary accommodations for a traveller, that 
the adjacent beauties must frequently be over^ 
looked. 

From KiLLALOE to Limerick xiii miles* 
Road good, but hilly. Cross the Shannon at 
0*Brien*s bridge; fourteen arches; banl^s of 
the river flat ; a village with one wide street,- 
much resorted to for its medicinal spring* Gen^ 
tlemen's seats, and habitations begin to thicken, 
and assume a whiter and neater ^appearance ; 
but the bog reappears. Pass close to Mount 
Shannon, the seat of the late Lord Chancellor 
FiTZGiBBON, created Lord Clare. See two 
ruined castles in the vale on the right*. I 
found excellent accommodations at SwiNr 
burn'b Limerick Hotel, in Brunswick 
Street. 

Monday 7 July. The accounts I had heard of 
Kilmallock, induced me to make an excursion 
thither. It is situated sixteen miles from Lime- 
rick, on the great road to Cork. See oh the left 
a small castle ; at Six-mile Bridge, a gentleman's 
seat. On the left also is a pretty lake with 
$teep and irregular banks. Enter the village of 

• From an ignorance of the country, I dM not take the plea« . 
fantest road from Kiilaloe to Limerick : I ought to have made a 
trifling detour by Qaslkamntly where I am told, the scenery ijr 
picturesque, . .... 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



KILMALLOCK« 90 

Bruft through a most miserable street of 
thatched hovels ; an indiflferent inn, with post 
horses. See a ruined castle and church on the 
left. The same kind of uninteresting country 
still continues ; the soil evidently richer, but 
the inhabitants more wretched in appearance 
than any I have yet seen ; such habitations, 
teeming with a nuiiierous population of chil* 
dren, pigs, and poultry, present a truly deplo* 
rable and affecting sight to every man of feel- 
ing and humanity. 

The first view of this place is singularly 
striking : it has the appearance of a town sud* 
denly deserted and left in ruins. I entered it 
by the side of a lofty turretted gateway, lead- 
ing into the principal street, which is formed on 
each side by a line of houses excellently well 
built of stone; a certain uniformity prevails in 
the style of architecture, and in a great mea- 
sure ascertains their date *. Many of these 
houses have been perfectly gutted, and have 
only the outward shell of wall remaining. This 
town was fortified with a strong wall, and {a$ 
I was informed) had five gates, of which two 
only now remain : the one on the road to Ljme- 
KicK, which I have before mentioned ; called 



* They certainly cannot boast an earlkr date than the reign of 
King Henry VIII: but I rather think themi[>f the time oi Queen 
Elizabeth. 
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St. John's Gate ; the other leading towards 
Charleville. The parish church appears to 
have stood within the precinct of the walls. 
The greater part of the ancient edifice is in 
rains, the choir only being at present appropri- 
ated to the offices of religion. The architecture 
is of the Pointed Order; and both materials 
and workmanship are good. In the south tran- 
sept is a monument of the Coppinger family/ 
on which a male and female figure are rudely 
sculptured. The front of this church is ren- 
dered picturesque by a round tower annexed 
to it, and which evidently appears to be of a much 
more ancient date than the adjoining building. 
Archdale says ** that an abbey was founded 
hereby St. MoCHEALLOOjWhodied between the 
years 639 and 6S6, and that this is now the 
parish church." I am inclined therefore to 
think that in ancient times, prior to the foun* 
dation of this abbey, there was an oratory or 
chapel dedicated to the Saint, to which t^is 
round tower appertained. On the N.E. side of 
the town, and separated from it by the River 
Maig, are the remains of a large abbey. The 
architecture of this building is pointed^ atid 
surpasses in decoration and good sculpture any 
I have yet seen in Ireland, but does not ap- 
pear to be older than the reign of King Ed- 
.WARD the Third. The east window is in a 
chaste and elegant style, and there are. many 
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parts of the building that merit notice, and 
ftirnhb^good subjects for the pencil in a variety 
of points of view ; a great part of the cloysters 
still remain. Facing the east window is an 
altar tomb to the memory of the Geraldincs» 
bearing this inscription, which appears never 
to have been completed. 

I. H. S. HIC TVMVLVS ERECTVS FVIT IN MEMO- 
IRIAM ILLIVS STEMMATIS GERALDINORVM QVI 
VVLGO VOCANTVR EQVITES ALBI. lOHANNES 
CVM FILIO SVO EDMVNDO ET MAVRICIO FILIO 
PRiEFATI EDMVNDl ET MVLTI ALII EIVSDEM 
FAMILIiE HIC TVMVLANTVR. PREFATVS 

Archdale, in speaking of this abbey, says 
" that the friars of the order of St Dominick 
seated themselves here A.D. 1291: and the 
tradition of the place informs us, that the 
founder of this priory was Gilbert, the second 
i5on of John of Callen, Lord Offaley. 

The historian and antiquary have cause to re- 
gret, that so little certain information can be 
gained respecting the foundation of this ancient 
town. It appears to have been a place of great 
strength, and to have made a conspicuous fi- 
gure in the military history of Ireland. In 
1571 it was burnt by the Earl of Desmond : and 
in 1598 was invested by a nephew of the said 
Earl, but relieved by the Earl of Ormqnd. 
During the troubles of 1642 it was seized 
hy tbe Irish, headed by Lord Mouktga*- 
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RETT: and in May 1643 it was besieged by 
Lord Inchiquin with an army of 700 men. 
It was afterwards burned and dismantled 
by Cromwell's army. King Edward tha 
Sixth granted a charter to Kilhallock^ 
and Queen Elizabeth another, bearing date 
April 24, 1584. This charter grants several 
tolls and customs ; empowers the burgesses to 
electa Sovereign; to hold courts of record; to 
issue actions for debt not exceeding twenty 
pounds ; to levy money for keeping the fortifi* 
'cations in repair ; to grant licences for making 
spirituous liquors : it. orders, that no burges« 
shall be impanelled at the assizes^ except where 
the crown is a party : the Sovereign and bur- 
gesses are hot to be obliged to take up arms, 
and on account of their good services in resbt* 
ing that arch-traitor Garrett Fitz Garrett, 
Earl of Desmond, they shall enjoy all the U* 
berties ^and free customs, murage, pontage, 
lastage, in as ample a manner as Kilkenny 
or Clonmell. It also grants a fair to continue 
for five days ; to commence on the Saturday be- 
fore Whitsuntide; and the burgesses are to be 
free from all taxes except those assessed by 
parliiament. 

From the Life of Sir John Perrot (published 
in 1728) I learn the following particulars re- 
lating to this place. The Earl of Desmond had 
by his wars and rebellion desolated the province 
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ofMuNSTEE, and the chief actor ia these cruel 
desolations was his Seneschal or Lieutenant 
James Fitz-Maurice ; against whora, and the 
the rest of his accomplices, Sir John Perrot 
was sent into Ireland, and appointed Lord 
President of Munster; and he landed atWA- 
TERFORD the first of March, 1572, being St. 
David's Day. And within three days of his 
landing, the Rebel Fitz-Maurice burned the 
town of KiLMALLOCK, hanged its Sovereign, 
and others of the townsmen (as many as he 
could take) at the High Cross in the market- 
place, and carried all the plate and wealth of the 
town with him. Upon which Sir John Perrot, 
having hastened to Dublin to take his oath of 
the Lord Deputy Sir Henry Sidney, returned 
with all possible dispatch, and as many forces as 
he could collect, to Kilmallock, the late 
wasted town, where he lodged himself in a 
house half burned, and issued a proclamation 
*Hhat as many of the townsmen as fled, and 
were living after the said slaughter, should re- 
turn home; which they did accordingly, and 
began to build their gates, to repair the town 
walls, and to reedify their houses. Fitz-Mau- 
RiCE still continued to be very troublesome; 
and the President no less eager in endeavouring 
to subdue or take him. His Biographer recounts' 
many curious anecdotes of hiip ; of the fatigues 
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he underwent in pursuit of the rebel, of tlw 
challenges he received from Fitz-Maumce 
* either to fight him with a select detachment of 
his soldiers, or in single combat (both of which 
were gallantly accepted by the President, and 
as cowardly refused by the rebel, when the cri- 
sis arrived.) Upon which Sir John Perrot, (to 
use his own words) vowed, without delay, '* to 
hunt the fox out of his hole^'' and at length suc« 
ceeded. This haughty rebel was forced to sue 
for pardon, offering to submit himself to the 
Queen's mercy, which the Lord President did 
consent unto ; and James Fitz-Maurice came 
to KiLMALLocK, whcrc in the church, the 
Lord President caused him to lie prostrate, tak- 
ing the point of his sword next his heart, in 
token that he had received his life at the 
Queen's hands, by submitting himself unto her 
mercy. 

Archdale, in speaking of this place, says 
^ KiLMALLOCK was formerly a town of grfeat 
note, being walled, and the houses beautifully 
and elegantly built of hewn stone ; it is now in 
ruins, yet has a greater share of magnificence, 
even in that miserable state, than any town in 
Ireland; and a learned and ingenious writer 
has named it ^^The Balhec of Ireland.^' It 
still retains the privilege of a borough, sending 
two members to parliament ; and the corpora- 

3 - 
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tion« in a petition to the House of Commons 
in the session of 178S, style themselves ''the 
ancient and loyal borough of Kilmallock.'' 

Such are the few and scattered memorials which 
I can collect from books respecting this once 
famous town : nor have I been able to add 
to this scanty stock of historical information 
by vtiy inquiries amongst the most intelligent 
people of the country. Previous to the year 1571, 
when it was burned by the Earl of Desmond^ 
it appears to have been a place of consequence, 
and to h^ve had two fine abbies, the one within, 
and the other without its walls. After this con-^ 
fla^ration^ I should date the building of the new 
town, when it received its valuable charter and 
privileges from Queen Elizabeth. Sir John 
Perrot was at that time Lord President of 
Munster; and the style of architecture corre-. 
sponds particularly with that sera. Kilmal- 
LOCK is an object highly worthy of (he attention 
both of the artist and the antiquary, and as the 
former will find more than a day's work for his 
pencil, he must take up his abode either at 
Bruff or at Charleville, for the best ac- 
commodations at KiLMALLocK are very indiffe- 
rent. 

On my return to Limerick from Kilhal- 
LOCK, I encountered a funeral most numerously 
attended by people on horseback and foot. The 
funeral car differed widely from those made use 
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of in England; being a low carriage on four 
wheels, at each corner of which was a pillar 
supporting a canopy, decorated with a lofty 
plume of feathers in the centre, and a smaller 
one at each anglfe: beneath was placed the 
coffin, and at each corner sat a female figure. 
The whole had an awful and picturesque effect 
Tuesday 8 July. This day was employed 
in visiting the few objects worthy of notice, 
which the interior of the city of Limerick 
contains: the Cathedral church wa$ the first 
building that attracted our attenticm ; but its 
architectural and monumental antiquities 
present no very striking features. The only 
piece of good old sculpture is the fragment 
of a monument in the south aisle to the mc- 
mory of the Galway family. On the north 
side of the altar is a monument of DoxooR 
O'BwSN, Earl of Thomond, and President of 
MuNST£R, reedifyed in I678, by Henry the 
second Earl of Thomond; the original tomb 
having been defaced in the rebellion*. I ob*- 

* Donoghf the fourth earl of Thomond^ was commonly called 
** The Great Earl," being of distinguished courage, loyalty an4 
worth, and highly esteemed by Queen ElixcAetk and King Jam^p 
in whose court he was brought pp from his youth, and was re- 
warded with honourable employments^ and large Q4ditiOAs to 
his estates. He died in l6^4, and was buried in the cathedral 
church of Limerick, where a splendid monument, and a long in- 
scription in Latin commemorated his character. See Lodg/a 
^erage, Vol. 2, page 35. 
2 
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served also the following whimsical inscription 
on a tablet in the church. 

** MEMENTO MORY. 

Here lyeth litiele Samuel Barinton that great undertaker, 

Offamious citti clock and chime maker. 

He made his one time goe early and latter, 

BtU now he is returned to God his creator ; 

The 19 of November then he scest, and for his memory 

this here is pleast by his son Ben l693»" 

I ascended to the summit of the church 
tower, from which there is a comprehensive 
view of the adjacent country, and the River 
Shannon, which makes a noble bend near the 
town. 

From the cathedral, I waded through the old 
town and the dirtiest streets I ever beheld to the 
Castle and Thomond's Bridge. Of the for* 
mer, which is (as well as the latter) said to have 
been built by King Jo^n about the year 1210, 
there are considerable remains on the banks of 
the river, but so blended with modern houses 
that they produce no good effect or subject for 
the pencil. 

In point of antiquity, these are the only ob- 
jects worth notice. Limerick contained for- 
merly many monastic buildings, the greatest 
part of which have been supplanted by modern 
ai^d more useful establishments. The traveller 
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who journeys through the country with a view 
of remarking its progressive state of tradis^ and 
improvement, will feel highly gratified in viW- 
ing the new town, and the numerous militarV 
and commercial buildings which havebeen,and 
are still, erecting. 

Iji the evening I walked to the Salmon Weir, 
distant about two miles from the city ; where 
by means of a long line of wicker work extend- 
ed across the river, with hatches, &c. the sal- 
mon are. entrapped, and find their retreat to the 
salt water intercepted. 

Wednesday 9 July*. From Limerick to 
Adair, viii miles; road flat and good; culti- 
vation better, fine crops o/^vdieat, and less bog. 
Increase of trees, and amended appearance of 
cottages, bespeak an approach to some demesne, 
whose proprietor has not been insensible to the 
comforts of his poorer tenants. 

On crossing a long and irregular bridge over 
the river Maig, I found myself surrounded by 
several venerable monastic remains; for from 
this point of view four appear in sight : two of 
them are situated within, and two without the 

♦ As at this place I deviated from the great road, and wa« 
informed that a supply of post horses was very uncertain; 
I made an agreement at Limerick iot the whole journey to K^ 
lamey, as on all ao5« roads the postmasters are accustomed tb 
charge by ihe^ohyOi ad libitum; (prout cviquc voluntas J and 
not by the mile^ 
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walls of Lord Adair's park. The first I visited, 
IS situated near the bridge, and on the right* 
liand side of the road. This is a most in- 
teresting ruin, and its preservation is so great, 
owing to the hard nature of the limestone with 
which it is built, that it bears quite a modern 
appearance. Its nave and choir are decorated 
with many sepulchral niches and confessional 
stalls : and oigi the northern side of the building 
are the cloysters, of good pointed architecture, 
and in a very high state of preservation. Many^ 
of the exterior decorations of the windows are 
lost by a superabundant luxuriance of ivy. 

And here, in defiance of vulgar prejudices, 
let me make two observations su^ested by 
frequent examples that have occurred during 
my various perambulations of Wales, &c. So 
great a veneration has been generally attached 
to ivy J that by even hinting at a removal of it, 
I fear I shall be by many persons accused of sa- 
crilege. It is not my intention however to re- 
commend the total removal of a decoration 
so truly appropriated to the mouldering abbey, 
or embattled castle: I recommend only the 
Judicious application of the pruning knife to 
those particular parts, where the luxuriance of 
the plant conceals from the eye the most orna- 
mental parts of the building, such as its win-^ 
dows, &c. &c. In the abbey just mentioned, 
the eastern window is so completely hidden, 

£ 
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that the stylri of its design can only, be guesfsed 
at, and the. whole front prescAts a most un- 
picturesque mass of the heaviest foliage. How 
highly would it be inaproved by admitting the 
light tracery work of the window as a counter-^ 
poise to the dingy tints of .the preponderating 
foliage^ 

. . My next observation is respecting the inte* 
r/or of the building ; in the keeping oj?" which. 
I dare venture to recommend neatness land at- 
. tentioii. Some persoiKS I know, iwill immedi- 
ately exclaim, .** that a chaos of confused stone* 
intermixed with briars and weeds, is much, 
morechara^teristick of an abbey, and much more 
picturesque as to effect ; and that any degree 
of order, is highly out of order,'' Let those 
who have seen the.eflFect of neatness^ smd felt 
what I did on the sudden opening of the doors 
of TiNTERN Abbey in Mokmouthshir^e, de- 
termine this or</^r/y dispute. And let those also 
who have viewed the majestic entrance to Rag- 
land Castle in the same county judge, ^' whe- 
ther the total concealment by ivy of one of the 
grand machicolated towera, is not much to be 
regretted ?" I need not apply to the artist, who 
by profession and experience is taught to view, 
objects in their most advantageous point of 
.view, nor to the man of taste, whose enligh- 
tened eye and good judgment naturally point 
out to him the beauties as well as the defects of 
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nature, for their decision on this subject : for 
on impartial reflection, I am convinced their 
sentiments will be in unison with my own. 

From this ruin, i entered the demesne of 
Lord Adair, and having crossed the river, vi- 
sited another abbey, whose lofty turret renders 
it a conspicuous object It resembles in a 
great measure the last, but is inferior as to its 
architectural decorations: it has several vacant 
sepulchral niches, and the stalls, which I have 
before styled confessionals, have oblong holes 
cut in them for the purpose of confession. The 
cloysters also are in a good state of preserva- 
tion. I had not time to visit the ruins within 
the demesne adjoining the bridge. The grounds 
at Adair are flat, but well wooded and water- 
ed, and, like the generality of parks in Ire- 
land, not kept with that neatness so peculiar 
.to the seats of British subjects in England. 
Lord Adair is a great proprietor of ruins; 
having two inclosed within his park wall, and 
one on the immediate borders of it. What 
a beautiful and truly enviable appendage 
would they form, if judiciously curtailed of the 
over-luxuriant ivy that conceals, their fine ar- 
chitectural decorations ; if cleansed from the 
trees, weeds and briars that grow up within 
their naves, choirs, and cloysters ; and how 
forcibly would the mind of the traveller be re- 

E 2 
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called to the history of past times, if the va- 
cant sepulchral niches were filled with the re- 
cumbent effigies of monks, abbots and cross- 
legged knights, habited 4n the proper costume 
of thethnes* Within the village is another 
ruin, which I imagine to have been the Castle 
of the Earl of Desmond. 

I cannot exactly distinguish these buildings 
M mentioned by Archd a lc. He says that a Tri- 
nitarian Friary was founded on the south side 
of the town, for the redemption of christian cap- 
tives, in the reign of King Edward the First, by 
John Earl of KiLDAREf. This I imagine ta 
be the building I have described within the 
park. 

Tlie same author adds, that an Augustinian 
Friary was founded on the south side of the 

* Should this idea meet the eye, and command the seri- 
6us attention of this nohle lord, or indeed of any other proprie- 
tor of monastic remains so situated, let me recommend to their 
notice the only artist, who from his accurate knowkdge of eadi 
varied aera of British architecture could give af^ropriate de- 
signs for such sepulchral effigies — Mr. John Carier^ so well 
known amongst antiquaries, not only for his ingenious works, 
but for his zeal, industry and knowledge in the science of our na- 
tional architecture. 
t Mr. Lot^€f in hk genealogical account of the Earls of KiUart, 
says, that Jokn^ Jirst Earl of KUdare^ died in 13l6> having, 
amongst other acts of religion, founded txiw friaries at Adair : 
and these were probably the TrinHarian^ and Auguitiman friaries 
here mentioned. 
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river by John Earl of Kili^abe^ son to Earl 
Thomas, who died in the year 1315: atthesup^ 
pression of monasteries, it was called theBLACC 
AbbeV. This is certzunly the fine abbey with- 
Mt thfe park, which I first described. 

If I am right in my conjectures about these 
two buildings^ the remaining building close to 
the bridge and within the park, must be the 
Grey Friary, which Arch dale says was found- 
ed in the east^part of the town, A.D. 14^, by 
Thomas Earl of KildarEi and Joan his wife, 
daughter of James Earl of Desmond*. 

From Adair it was my intention to have vi- 
sited the ruins at Askeaton, wbiclr> would 
have made but a slight deviation from my in- 
tended road to Tarbert, but the information I 
collected at Adair respecting the state of the 
road, &c. was so very contradictory (three peo- 
ple at the public house giving me three differ- 
ent statements) that I was obliged to abandon 
my original plan, and pursue the direct road 
to Tarbert. That the traveller who takes this 
route, may in future profit from my failure, let 
me recommend his giving up a whole day to 
Adair, which even if 1^ does not amuse him* 
self with the pencil, would be profitably spent 

* Mr. Lodge J m his Peerage, vol.!. p. 84, records the founda- 
tion and endowment of this Franciscan Friary by ThamaSf the 
itvaith Earl of Kildare, 
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on that pleasant spot: let him return to Lime* 
RICK for the night, and take Askeaton in his 
way the next morning to Tarbert. 

Leaving Adair, see a ruined tower on the 
left ; a church in ruins on the same side, and 
another castle of larger dimensions : a second 
church in ruins on the right, and a castle on 
the left. The country becomes worse, and more 
stony, yet produces some good wheat. The 
seat of Mr. B axeman on the right, opposite 
to the small village of Newbridge, where we 
baited ourselves and horses. 

" A colony of foreigners called Paiatine^, 
was settled here by Lord Southwell about 
the beginning of the eighteenth century. They 
have in general leases of three lives, or 31 years, 
and are not cottars to any farmer ; but if they 
work for them, are paid in money. Their mode 
of farming differs in several particulars from 
that adopted by the native Irish: they drill 
their potatoes, horse-hoe them while growing, 
and take them out with the plough : by which 
much dung is saved^ They also plough without 
a driver ; and their crops are much better than 
those of their neighbours. There are three vil- 
lages of them, containing in the whole about 
seventy families. They are very industrious, and 
in consequence are much happier, and better 
fed, clothed, and lodged than the Irish pea- 
1 
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sants. For some time after they settled, they 
fed upon their German diet, sour crout, but by 
degrees left it off, and look to that of the coun- . 
try, viz. potatoes, oat bread, and butter milk. 
They have convenient farm-offices for their cat- 
tle and agriculturg-l instruments, and they feed 
their ^ows during the winter season in the 
,house, upon hay and oat straw. The female part 
of their family is industrious, both within and 
without doors, either in rural or domestic eco-^ 
jiomy, and indeed a perfect contrast to the fe- 
male IrisK" Such is the account given by Mr*. 
Youngs in his Irish Tour, of this Colony of Pa^ 
latines, vol. i. p.. 482, 

From Newbridge to TARBERT,by Glynn, 
XVI MILES. See on the left a tower on a hill, 
and another ruin on the right. Near Glynn, 
a fine reach of the River Shannon presents^ 
itself; a ruined church on the right; Glynn 
is a small village near the river, with a tolera- 
ble looking inn J pass close to the residence of 
the Knight of Glynn. At Tarbert, a lit-^ 
tie village, situated on a bay formed by the 
Shannon, and on the confines ofthe counties of 
Limerick and Kerry, I found good quarfers* 
for the night. 

Thursday 10 July. FromTARBjERT toLis* 
TOWEL and Tralee xxv miles. See on the 
right a well wooded seat of the Ljsslie family } 
and afterwards a fine expanse ofthe SuANNOiir' 
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with the island of Scattert, on wbkrli a round 
tower makes a coospiGuous appearance * ; at £| 

* From the account giyea by Archdale oi thn Ulatiit I sHodM 
dunk it would r^pay tbe traveller for his trouble in vKiting it; 
^ Imnmcatteryt a rich and beautiful little island in the mouth 
of the River Shannon. St, Senan, of Corca Baiicin founded an 
abbey here before the arrival of St.Patrick in Munster^ as some 
report; but others^ say, that St, Patrick himself was the founder, 
and that he placed Sf. Seman here; he had eleven churches foi 
his mooks, and no women were pern|itted to land on the Island 
before the coming of the Danes into this coutitry. The prelates 
of this noble and ancient church , are sometimes called by our 
ecclesiastical historians, Bishops, and at other tiroes Abbots; in 
process of time it t)ecame a priory of regular canons, la lh« 
year Sl6 the Danes plundered the island, put the monks to th« 
sword, and defaced the monument of the saint; and in the year 
8^5 the same barbarians destroyed the monastery. In the year 
950 the same people made it a place of arms ; and in 972 Mark, 
the son of Harotd, a Danish Chieftain, committed great devas- 
tations on this island, taking away much treasure, and many 
captiveSf In tho year 975 it was recovered by Brim King of 
Mvn$ter^ and Mark and his two sons, together with eight hunc 
dred Danes who had fled thither for safety some time before^ 
were slain in this battle, The island was again plundered by the 
Danes of JhthUn in 1057> and by the Danes of Limerick mlVjGf 
and in 1179 we find that Wimam Hoel, an English Knight, 
was^ the whole island, not even sparing the churches. In ^ 
rei^ of Queen BUzabeth |he abbey with several cottages, ruined 
churches, &c, &Ct were granted to the mayor and citizens of 
JJmeri^k for ever, Mr. Archdak adds, thai the monument of 
St, Senan is still to be seen, with the remains of eleven small 
churches and several cells; in the stone that closes^ the top of 
Ihe altar window of the great church is a head of the sain^ 
VfUk bis mitrei boldly e3(ccu|ed| aud but little defaced; ait aov 
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short <)i$tanee from the road, on the right are the 
ruins of Carbick-a foil Castlx*; and a 
little further, on the same side, is Lislagmtix 
Abbey, situated on rising gproimd. It is said to 
hxve been founded A.D. 1464r, by O'Covcho- 
voiir (O'Connor) Prince of Kerrt, for Fran^ 
ciscan Friars of the Strict Observance. Its plan 
is wery similar to the abbies at Adair as to its 

ancient round tower of 1^ feet in beigbt, and in compkte re- 
pair, graces the scene. This island is remarkable for the lesor^ 
of pilgrims on certain festivals.'' I have been nUher diffuse in 
my account of this island, as it appears to be an object highly 
worth notice, and as some future tourist may be induced there* 
by to visit il« 

* Some account of this castle, which he calls CarrigfoUe^ may 
'be found in Smith's History of Kerry; who says, that it was for« 
merly the chief seat of O'Connor Ktrry^ so called to distinguisk 
him from (/Connor Sligo, It is built in a strong situation on a 
small island, which stands in a bastion formed by the River 
Shannon, It was defended on the land side, opposite the island, 
by double walls, the outermost having square flankers, and th« 
inward round bastions, built in the infoncy of the art of fbrtifi* 
cation. At the back of the castle is an island, which defended 
it from being battered by shipping in the river. 

However, this seemingly impregnable place was besieged and 
taken by Sir William felham^ in the year 15S0, and was also 
delivered up to Sir George Carew^ Lord President of Muntttr 
in 1600. Its owner O'Connor^ in consideration of his surrender- 
ing this place, received a grant of land in the County of C^re, 
and a garrison was placed in the castle. 

SmiiKs History of Kerry, f. HQS^ 
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tower, windows, and cloysters. The interior df 
its nave and choir is still used as a place of in-- 
terment, and its surface is thickly strewed with 
gravestones, bones and sculls^. 

We baited our horses at Listowel, a neat 
little town on the banks of the River Feal, 
where there is a decent inn, with one pair of 
post horses. It has the remains of an old castle, 
the only particularity of which is a very high 
clrcular*headed nrch'}'. On the banks of the said 

* Mr. S7nith differs somewhat in his account of this abbey. 
He says it was founded in 1478 by John 0* Connor^ and that it 
was, dedicated to St. Lagkfin, an Irish saint, who died in $22. 

t In the year l600, Listowel Castle, the last and only one 
that held out for Lord Kerry ^ was besieged by Sir Charles WiU 
mot. As a chamberwas preparing to place the powder in amine, 
to blow up the castle, a spring of water gushed out in such 
abundance, that he was obliged to begin a new work, which ho 
carried under ground to the midst of a vault in the castle : the 
work being perceived by the garrison, they called out for mercy j 
but he would hear of no terms but their surrendering at discre- 
tion. The ward, being eighteen men, submitted on iheir knees, 
but the women and children were suffered to depart. Nine of 
the English having been shot during the siege, he presently 
caused the same number of prisoners to b^ hanged ; and by the 
President's order the residue were soon after executed, except 
an Irish priest, named Sir Dermot Mac-Brodie, who was pardoi|T 
<5d for the following reason. 

It happened that upon surrendering the castle, the Lord 
Kerry s eldest son, then but fivQ years old, was carried j^way by 
an old woman, almost naked, and besmeared with dirt : Wilmot 
detached a party in search of him, who returned without find- 
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river, and at a short distance from the town is 
Woodford, the seat of the Knight of Ker* 
BY, where there are some remains of an old cas^^ 
tie. Thecountry from hence toTRALEE becomes 
x^rorse, if possibte; a long dreary flat, rough 
pastures and bog» Pass by Lixnaw, formerly 
the fine seat of the Earls of Kerry, but now 
sold. See on a hill near the road a Mausoleumj 
in which, Thomas, first Earl of Kerry ^ who 
died in 1741, at the advanced age of 80 years, 
tvas interred. He was the twenty-first Lord of 
Kerry, and was advanced to the peerage by 
King George the First in the year 1722. The 
shapeless ruins of Odorney Abbey are seen at 
a short distance to the right of the road. This 
abbey was founded A.D. 4154, and supplied 
with monks from the Cistercian Abbey of Ma^^ 
tGio, or Maig, in the County of Limerick : it 
possessed great riches, and its Abbot Mras a 
Lord of Parliament. After a most tedious jour- 
ney, our eyes were at length greeted by a sight 
of Tea LEE, the county town qf Kerry, situ^ 
ated on the borders of a finely broken bay, sur-r 

ing the child ; but the priest proposed, if Sir Charles would 
spare his life, and that of the child, to discover where he was ; 
which being granted, he went with a captain's guard to a thick 
wood, six miles from the castle, which was almost impassable, 
where, in a hollow cave, they found the old woman and the 
child, whom they brought to Sir Charles, who sent both the 
priest and the child to the Lord President. Smith's History of 
Kerry y p. 287. 
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rounded, by lofty mountains. We fobnd tolc-^ 
rable accommodations at the Ceosbie Aems, 

0EVINE. 

This town, deriving its name from the small 
River Leigh, which discharges itself into the 
adjoining bay, was formerly the chief residence 
of the Earls of DesmonDi but after the at-* 
tainder of Geeald, the sixteenth Earl of DeS" 
HOW, in I582i it was incorporated in 1612, 
and is now the shire town of the County of 
KeiTet* It had formerly four castles, one of 
which was the residence of the Deshonps, and 
also a convent for Dominican friars, found- 
ed according to Aechdale A.D. 1313, and 
according to Smith in 1243, or 1260. Mr. 
LoPG£,in his account of the Desmond family^ 
says that John, son of Thomas Fitzgeeald, 
surnamed the Great, founded this abbey at Tea- 
X>£E for friars preachers; and that he and his 
son Maurice were killedat Callan by Mac- 
Carthy More in 1261, and both buried in 
this friary, which in latter times became the 
general burial place of the Desmond family: 
the military and monastic remains at Tea lee 
are now reduced to a few fragments of one of 
the castles. 

Friday, 11 July, An invitation from 
Lord Glandore, and a desire to see Aed- 
FEET, induced us to prolong our stay in this 
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neighbourhood* We went thereby the road 
leading to the Spa, which gave us an advanta* 
geous view of the fine bay. Ardfert, (accord* 
ing to the Iter-f) was the ancient capitol of 
Kerrt, and its university was held in the 
highest esteem. It is a bishop's see^ and bo« 
rough hy ancient prescription, and has been 
held in commendam with the Bishoprick of 

* A day mi^t be teved to tlie touristi by sering Jr^ert on 
bis journey from Tarbert to Tralee ; or « separate excursion 
might be made from the latter place to Ardfcrt and Ktrry 
Head, from whence I am told the mouth of the Shannon pre- 
sents a very bold and tremendous appearance. 

Arthur Yotmg gives the following account of this spot ** I fode 
(from Ar^trt) over one of the finest strands, to view the mouth ot 
the Shannon at BaUingary^ the scite of an old fort : it is a vast rock, 
separated from the country by a chasm of a prodigious deptbt 
through which the waves drive. The rocks of the coast here 
are in the boldest style, and hollowed by the furious Atlantic 
waves into caverns in which they roar. It was a dead calm, yet 
the swell was so heavy, thaX the gtcat waves rolled in, and broke 
upon the rocks with such violence as to raise an immense foami 
and give one an idea of what a storm; would be ; but fancy 
rarely falls short in her pictures : the view of the Shannon is 
exceedingly noble; it is eight miles over, the mouth formed by 
two headlands of very hi^ and bold clifs, and the reach of the 
nver in vi#w Is veiy extensive ; it is an immense scenery; per* 
haps the noblest mouth of a river in Europe.'^ 

Vol. i. p. 472. 

t When I mention the Iteff I allude to a most excellent and 
useful publication called ** The Fost Chaue Companion^ or Tra* 
veUtr't Dietary, the third edition of which (with additions) 
was publiilied in 1803. 
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Limerick ever since the Restoration. Arch-* 
DALE informs uSj that St. Brendan erected a 
sumptuous monastery here in the sixth century^ 
which together with the toWn, was destroyed 
by fire A. D. 1089. It was again reduced to 
ashes in 1151, by the hands of Cormag 
O'Culen, and in 117^ the abbey and town suf- 
fered the same fate ; but iti^ final demolition was 
accomplished during the wars of 1641 *. 

The ruins of this Cathedral bear many marks 
of high antiquity. In the western front are four 
round arches decorated with the zigzag orna- 
ment ; aiid the eastern front is composed of 
three elegant narrow pointed windows^; On the 
right hand of the altar are some niches with 
Saxon mouldings. The area of this Cathe- 
dral is shamefully crowded with tombs, and 
thickly strewed with bones and skuUs; Amongst 
the tombstones, I found one with the effigy of 
a bishop rudely sculptured in relief. 

On the north-west side of the Cathedral, 
are two small buildings; one of which bears 
marks of remote antiquity. It has a wide Saxon 
doorway to the east, and a smaller one of the 
same Order to the west; also a windovi^ cu- 
riously ornamented with fretwork ; and appears 

♦ Some historical account of this See, extracted from the an- 
nals of Innisfalkn^ is given by Mr. Smithy in his Hutogfj/ of Kerry ^ 
page 199. 
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to have had a SaXon pillar at each angle. But 
this venerable pile of monastic buildings has lost 
much of its grandeur as well as interest, by the 
fall of a stately round tower [in the year 1771] 
of 120 feet in height, which stood near the 
west front of the Cathedral. 

Within the demesne of Lord Glandobe, 
and very near his house, are the remains of a 
fine abbey, which are most happily introduced 
as a picturesque appendage to his pleasure 
grounds. The tower, nave, and a great part of 
the cloysters remain in tolerable preservation; 
but the form and tracery of the eastern window 
is completely hidden by ivy, which Wants the 
Judicious application of the pruning knife* 
The architecture of the building does not be- 
speak a very early date. On one of the columns 
in the nave is a Latin inscription ; recording 
(as I was told) some repairs done to thte build- 
ing. The accounts given by Archdale, and 
by the Editor of the octavo edition of the il/o- 
nasticon Hibernicumy differ somewhat respect- 
ing these monastic establishments. The former 
says that in the year 1 35 3, Thomas Lord of 
Keery founded a monastery at Ardfert for 
Conventual Franciscans, and that the founder, 
together with several Lords of Kerry were in- 
terred there. The latter observes that a mona- 
stiery was built there in the year 1389, by one 
of theFiTz-MAURiCE family, who were Barons 
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of Kerry and Lixnaw: and that it was re- 
formed by the Observants in the year 1518. 

Saturday IJ July. From Tralee to 
KiLLARNEY XV MILES. A dull and dreary 
tract of uninteresting country ; bad roads and 
broken bridges*, conspiring to retard our jour- 
ney to theJong-wished for object of our journey. 
We fixed our quarters at the Kenhare Arms 
Hotel, ScANXAK. 

There ended a long and tedious journey of 
one hundred and sixty-five Irish miles, in which, 
few, I fear, except the lovers of monastic an-^ 
tiquities, will find much amusement or gratifi- 
cation. Though the roads are generally good^ 
and the inns tolerable, the country is most uni- 
formly uninteresting. A level surface, present- 
ing a succession of bog, arable and pasture 
lands, the latter much neglected ; no hedge^ 
rows, and a total want of wood,. except in the 
immediate vicinity of some gentleman's seat, 
compose the evidence on behalf of this tract of 
country. But whilst the feeling heart views 
with pity the deplorable and filthy habitations 
of the peasants, swarming with a numerous, but 

* I shall have occasion hereafter to state the method jn which 
the public roads and bridge^ are repaired : as the usual time of 
settling these accounts is at the summer assizes, the necessary 
reparations are frequently delayed till near the lime of the Cirf 
cuit, that the undertakers of the^*<^ may not lie tangoui ofikaf 
money* 
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apparently healthy population, it will ob- 
serve with pleasure, the improving state of the 
towns and cities (Tullamore, Birr^Nenagu, 
Limerick, Tralee) and feel a distant hope, 
that their increasing prosperity may ultimately 
tend to alleviate the miseries of the poor, 
and render the situation of the peasants more 
comfortable. 

KiLLARNEY — And uow, my readers, after 
having conducted them over a long and dreary 
tract of one hundred and sixty-five IHsh miles, 
to the borders of this far famed lake, the Tempe 
of Ireland, will naturally expect a detailed 
description of its beauties ; but ai it is equally 
out of the power of the pen or pencil to do 
them justice, I shall not venture upon an at*- 
tempt where my failure would be oertain. 

It is a mortifying circumstance, that many 
of the finest views in nature, and which at first 
sight make the strongest impression upon the 
eyes and the imagination, should defy both the 
powers of imitation and description. I have 
particularly found the failure of the pencil in 
lake scenery; and have had cause to lament 
that my sketches, either on the lakes of Swit- 
zerland, Westmoreland, or Killarney, 
could convey little more than a general idea 
of the outline of the mountains and surround- 
ing sceneiry. In short, nature in her court dress, 
will not be copied ; whilst in her humble cot- 

F 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



66 KILLARNEY. 

tageattire, she becomes less coy, and often- 
times assumes a greater degree of consequence, 
than At first sight she appears to merit. What 
pencil can give an adequate idea of the super- 
eminent beauties of the mountains and rocky 
scenery of Glenaa andCROMicLAUN? can ex- 
press the transient and fleeting effects of the clouds 
upon them, or trace their transparent reflections 
in the waters beneath ? What pencil can imi- 
tate the varied tints of the numerous lychens, 
shrubs and plants that deck the rocky bound- 
aries of these lakes, or give a faithful represent- 
ation of the fantastic forms that the rocks as- 
sume ? In the name of my brother artists, I will 
answer, none. The powers of the pen will fail 
equally in description. For when I say, that 
the Mountains of ToMiES, Glenaa, and Turk, 
are finely wooded down to the water edge; 
that the river abounds with every variety that 
rock, trees, and water can produce ; that the 
Eagle's Nest* towers up most majestically from 
its banks; that the surface of the Upper Lake is 
broken by numerous rocky islands, and boldly 
indented shores ; that it is backed by an almost 
endless range of the most picturesque moun- 
tains ; that ^^ Hills o'er hills, and Alps o'er Alps 
asctndr that tlie rocks which bound the 



* A mountain so called, from th€ cireumstance of eagles 
making their nests Upon it. 
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Lakes of Mi7C&us8 and the Lower Lake, Imv^ 
by continual beating of the waves, assumed th^ 
most singular and fantastic forms, added to the 
most harmonious colouring ; and that they are 
corered with arbutus, heaths, and the greatest 
variety of plants imaginable ; shall I convey 
any idea of this enchanting scenery ? I answer, 
no. The collected beauties of this favoured spot 
are so great, to varied, and so superior to any 
thing I have yet seen, either in Italy, Swit* 
ZERLAND, or England, that they can neither 
be delineated nor described ; to be felt^ they 
must be ^een. 

Segnius irritant animosy demissa per aurem^ 
Qudm quae sunt oculis subjectajidelibus. 

KiLLAENfiY however must not be passed 
over in silence ; as some useful hints may be 
given to future tourists by one who is fully sen* 
sible of its beauties, though unequal to the task 
of describing them. 

The usual routine adopted by the guides can- 
not perhaps be altered for the better ; we had 
every reason to be satisfied withMr.PLUNKETT's 
judgment in the arrangement of our tour, and 
in the good taste he displayed in pointing 
out particular objects. The place of embark- 
ing is at Ross Castle ; a small fort, which, 
f2 
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were it not so sadly disfigured by the hideous 
barracks attached to it, would be a very pic- 
turesque object*. This approach to the lake is 
far from prepossessing, the shores being flat 
and boggy : nor did its beauties begin to un- 
fold themselves, till wc stretched across from 
the N.E. point of Ross Island to that of In- 
K IS FALLEN *. Close to the landing place, therp 
are considerable remains of an abbey, thickly 
embosomed in wood, but they present only a 



* This castle was once the seat of ffDanoghoe^ and has for 
some years past been a military garrison, having a government 
appointed for it upon the establbhment. • In die wars of 1641, 
it surrendered to LudlaWy who was attended in the expedition by 
Lord BroghiU, and Sir Hardleis WalUr^ and was the last place 
that held out in Muiuter against the English parliament. 

Smith's Kerry ^^. 127. 
t An abbey was founded oil this hland towards the close of 
the sixth century, by St. Finian LovhoTf or the Leper, son of 
JUidf King of MunHer, and disciple of St. Brembm : it was 
esteemed a paradise, and so secure a sanctuary, that the trea- 
sure and most valuable effects of the whole country were depo* 
sited there in the hands of the clergy ; it was however plundered 
in the year 1180, by Maolduw^ son of Daniel O^Dtmoghoe ; 
when many of the clergy were slain, and even in their cemeteries, 
by the M<: Carthy*s. In the d7th of Queen Elizabeth a grant was 
made of this abbey and its possessions, being thi:ee plough-lands, 
containing 120 acres of arable land, to Robert Collon. The 
monks of this island, who were of the order of St, Angustin^ 
have left some historical annali, which are held in high esti- 
mation. 
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massive and unadorned pile of rude masonry: 
adjoinipg these ruins is a small chapel (now 
converted into a banqueting room) which, in 
the Saxon decorations of its doorway, bears the 
marks of high antiquity. 

This island is richly decked with the greatest 
variety of wood *, and its surface is beautifully 
irregular ; it is nearly a mile in circumference, 
and comprehends more natural beauties than I 
ever remember to have seen collected within so 
narrow a compass. Strangers who visit this 
charming spot, have cause to regret that its walks 
are not better kept, and that it is pastured by 
horned cattle instead of sheq> ; as the trees suf- 
fer considerably by the depredations of the 
former, and the lawn would be much more 
nicely trimmed by the close feeding teeth of the 
latter. 

As the north west side of this lake affords 
no scenery worth notice, we crossed directly 
from the Island of Innisfallen, in a westerly 
direction, to O'Sullivan's Cascade, a pretty 
water-fall, finely embosomed in a thick forest. 
Coastingunder the lofty and well woodedToMiEs 
Mountain, the view opens most magnificently 

* The hollies in this island are remarkable for their size. I 
found one, upon measurement, to be ten feet in circumference: , 
the total want of arbutus on this island, may arise from the 
richness of its soil ; for this plant seems to prefer a dry and 
rocky situation. 
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at Glxhaa Pointy and presents a fine semicir- 
cle of wood and mountain^. Leaving the pretty 
little cottageof GL£i;rAA to our right, we entered 
Turk, or Mucbuss Lake, under Brickeen 
Bridge. The majestic Tukk forms the southern 
banks of this lake, and rises perpendicularly 
from the water's edge*. The northern bounda- 
ries are formed by a long and narrow peninsula, 

* I was sorry to see a colony of Scotchmen transplanted to the 
borders of this lake. The JPtr tree, from its uniform and never 
varied shape, but ill accords with scenery so wild and natural as 
that which environs these lakes on all sideis ; and of all the dilferent 
species of that tribe, the Scotch £r is the worst ifi every point of 
\iew, both as to prodt and beauty : being alfHost the only fit 
that docs not in its growth assume a ^iral form> the quantity 
of timber it produces, is far less than in those sorts, viz. the 
Larchf Spruce^ Silver ^ &c. &c. which measure up to the very 
top ; and the Scotch fir has this disadvantage in point of profit, 
that it takes nearly double the number of years to ripen, though^ I 
will allow, when mature, it may surpass in value the other sorts. 
As to beauty, in my opinion, it has none. All the other tribes, 
though uniform in their spiral shape, have rich tints to recom- 
mend them, and, mixed with forest trees, do not hurt the eye of 
the colourist : but the Scotchman is discordant throughout, and 
its blue foliage always offends, and never pleases the eye of taste. 
I have never seen this tribe look even tolerably wdl, except when 
planted together in a large mass, unmixed with any other kind 
of trees; and then, in particular situations, they have an impos- 
ing, though always a sombre eSecU I was happy however to 
learn from Mr. Herberfs gardener, that the firs were only in- 
teiided as nurses to the forest trees ; and that, having performed 
their parental office, they wotild bend to the axe. Every 
stranger who visits this charming lake, ^ill join with mc in thQ 
fervent hope that these good intentions may be fulfilled ! 
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which divides Mucruss from the Lower Lake, 
and terminates at Brick een Bridge. All this 
line of coast deserves particular attention, and 
a veiy minute examination : nothing can ex- 
ceed in singularity the forms of the rocky exca- 
vations, or in beauty of effect the harmonious 
tints of the rocks and herbage. Here should the 
young and enthusiastic artist fix his seat for 
many successive days. One small rock on this 
coast, which is connected with the main land 
by a very narrow path, is particularly worth no- 
tice, from its very picturesque form, and the 
singular arched excavations beneath it On our 
return to the Lower Lake, a sudden storm pre- 
sented the mountains and water in a very dif- 
ferent, and, I may add, a much grander point of 
view. Having refreshed ourselves and boatr 
men at the retired Cottage of Glenaa, we re- 
turned to the place of our embarkment at Ross 
Castle. 

Tuesday 15 July. This morning was al- 
lotted to the peninsula of Mucruss. On en- 
tering the grounds of Mr. Herbert, the atten- 
tion is attracted by the ruins of an abbey *, 

* A$ this ftbbey is neither mentioned by ArchdaUy nor by the 
Editor of the smaller edition of the Monasticon^ I conclude it 
was not a very important establishment. Mr. Holmes^ in his 
Tout (page 126) says, " that it was founded A. D. 1440, by 
Donald^ the son oiThady M*Carty^ for Mi noises or Conventual i 
Franciscans, and jdedicated to the Holy Trinity : that it was 
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thickly embosomed in wood. The architecture 
is pointed; the style bad, and of no great an- 
tiquity. The cloysters are perfect, but yery 
gloomy : a yew tree, which from the straitness 
and unusual height of its stem, has been evi* 
dently reared up within the area of the cloyster, 
deserves notice. The cemetery of this abbey is 
still made use of, and exhibits the same dis- 
gusting and indecent remains of bones, skulls, 
and coffins, which I have had occasion to re- 
mark before at Ardfert and Lislaghtin *• 

From these ruins we ascended an eminence 
in the park, called, I think, Drubi O'Rourke, 
fpm which there is a most bewitching view of 
MucRuss, the Lower Lake, and the distant 
mountains that inclose the Upper Lake ; the 
tnost beautiful Panorama I ever beheld. We 
afterwards ejcamin^d the long and narrow penin* 

repaired^y him in 1468, the year he died 5 and again reedified 
in 1602 ; h^t soon after fell to decay. 

* Sir John CarVf in his late publication (page S6S) notices 
tl^s circumstance in very strong lfing^age: '^ So loaded with 
4!ontagion is the air in this spot, that every principle of huma« 
nity imperiously calls upon the indulgent owner, to exercise his 
right of closing it up as a place of sepulture in future. I wari) 
every one who vbits Killamey^ as he values life, not to enter 
this abbey, Contrast renders doubly horrible the ghastly cour 
tettiplation of human dissolution, tainting the surrounding air 
with pestilence, in a spot which nature has enriched with a profw* 
Sion of romantic bea^ty." 
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sula that terminates at Brickeen Bridge, mak- 
ing occasional deviations to the romantic shores 
of MucRUss Lake, There is too much unifor- 
mity in the line of this drive ; and I think it 
would admit of great improvement, by judici- 
ous openings to the bays of each lake, and oc- 
casional paths leading to the most striking parts 
of the shore : some disgusting bogs also should 
be planted, 

Wednesday 16 July. This day was de- 
voted to the Upper Lake, We embarked on 
the westerly side of Ross Island (which has 
been lately much disfigured by the working 
of a copp^er mine) and stretched across the 
Lower Lake to the shores of Glenaa and 
DiNis Island, where we were obliged to land, 
whilst our boatmen pushed their vessel up a 
shallow but (rapid streani. This island is re* 
markable for its fine arbutus, one stem of which 
measured four feet and a half in circumference. 
We were obliged shortly to disembark a second 
time, while the boatmen performed a similar 
operation up the stream under the Oid Weir 
Bridge. Our attention was soon arrested by a 
high towering rock, called the Eagle's Nest, ' 
rising almost perpendicularly, in a spiral form, 
from the water's edge, and richly decked with 
wood. The firing of a swivel gun produced a 
fine repeated echo, as well as the bugle horn j 
the deception of which is very great, when you 
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know where it is placed, and from whence tlic 
sound proceeds. This river takes a very ser- 
pentine course; at one time confined within 
a iiarrow channel ; at Another expanding its 
waters into large bays, with rocky banks, beau- 
tifiiUy decked with arbutus, heaths, lychens, 
and a variety of other plants and mosses. The 
winding entrance into the Upper Lake by the 
passage of Colman's Eye is very singular. 
You see no expanse of water, but the most irre- 
gularly indented shores and bays : the distant 
perspective most magnificently closed by an 
extensive range of the grandest mountains ; of 
which those called the Sugar Loaf, and the 
Reeks, form the most prominent features. A 
pretty cottage on Ronan's Island, afforded us 
shelter from a violent storm, and a room to eat 
our cold meat. The Purple Mountain * ap- 
pears frill in view from this cottage, with the 
Reeks and Sugar Loaf to the left. The strata 
<^ rocks in this lake, are tartally different from 
those in the Lower Lake and Mucruss Lake; 
the latter being chiefly limestone, which admits 
of those fantastic varieties I have before men- 
tioned. These are of green stone, which near 
the water ass«imes a blackish hue, whilst the upper 
parts are spotted with white. Nature has here 

* po called from the colour it assumes, and arising from the 
atones that are shivered on its surfiace. 
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proved herself an admirable painter, in adapt- 
ing the light and airy tints of the limestone 
rock, to the gay and luxuriant shores of Gle* 
KAA and Mucauss; and the more dingy sha- 
dows to the bold and savage features of tihe 
Upper Lake. After dinner, we coasted the 
southern shores and bays of this lake, where 
the long extended range of rock and wood 
called CaoMiGLAUN, excited universal admi-* 
ration ; and we all agreed to give the due pre* 
ftrence to this scenery. Una vox, una senten- 
tia. Leaving this enchanting spot with regret, 
we measured back the same watery track; each 
dbject presenting itself in a different point of 
view. We shot with great rapidity the two 
waterfalls, and reentering the Lower Lake, 
coasted along the northern shores of Mu^ 
CR0SS, where we observed the termination of the 
green stone, and commencement of the lime<^ 
dtone rock. There are several insolated rocks 
on this coast, that assume very grotesque 
shapes, and none more so than that bearing the 
strong resemblance, at a little distance, of a 
horse drinking. 

Thursday 17 July. This morning was given 
up to a land excursion ; and exhibited some 
scenery totally different to that we had for some 
days past been accustomed to. *We skirted the 
N.E. banks of the Lower Lake, leaving the 
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trifling remains of Aghadoe Abbey upon an 
eminence to the right, and crossed a bridge 
over the River Laune, which issues from tte 
lake. Saw Dunloe Castle embosomed in a 
thick wood to the left, and continued our road 
in a direct line to a bold chasm, formed in a 
long and irregular chain of mountains, called 
the Gap of Dunloe. This narrow pass is 
bounded on the N.W. by the Reeks, and on 
the S.£. by that range of mountains, of which 
ToMiEs and Glenaa are the principal. Its 
scenery is truly Alpine, and on a grand scale : 
the track rugged, but well worth the trouble of 
ascending. Tbe horrors of the black surround^ 
ing rocks are much heightened by their reflec- 
tions in the different lakes at their base. The 
scenery resembles that of the Pass of Llanber- 
Ris under Snowdon in North Wales, but the 
vegetation amongst the rocks is much mor^ 
luxuriant This valley and pass afford many 
good subjects for the pencil, and are highly 
worthy the artist's attention. 

Friday 18 July. I spent this morning in 
viewing more leisurely the beautiful detail of 
the Lower Lake, skirting some of its islands, 
and landing on others. The rocks on Crow 
Island are very fine, and richly decked with 
a profusion of plants ; near it are several barren 
and detached rocks of the most fantastic shape?. 
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many of them having derived their appellations 
from their resemblance to other forms; such as 
O'Donaghoe's Table, Elephant Island, 
Hen and Chickens, &c. &c. Rough or 
Coarse Island, after Innisfallen, is the 
best wooded; and commands a very advan- 
tageous view of the beautiful bay and inlet to 
the River near Glen a a. 

Saturday 19 July. Having procured sad- 
dle horses at KiLLARNEY, wc proceeded on a 
mountainous expedition to the lofty summit of 
Mangerton. Passing by Mucruss, we turn- 
ed off to the left, and by a long, stony, and 
rugged ascent, reached the summit in safety. 
The pool, called the Devil's Punch BowL,by 
no means answers to its name, or form, being 
rattier oval or oblong, than round : and there is 
another lake beyond it, which is more worth 
notice. Some of the views from this lofty emi- 
nence are striking ; particularly that of Ken- 
hare River extending to the sea; and the 
coast towards Bantry Bay. Towards the 
west we saw Castlemain and Dingle Bay; 
and beyond them the Shannon, But the 
grandest object, and nearer at hand, is that 
magnificent range of mountains, west of the 
Upper Lake; of which the Reeks, and the 
Sugar Loaf are the most conspicuous. The 
numerous lakes which are interspersed amongst 
these mountains in every direction, have a very 
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singular effect By the recommendatioii of 
our guides, we sent our horses back by the* way 
they came, and descended the mountain in 
a direct line, over a pathless track of heath, 
bog, and rock pa journey which I recommend 
every future tourist to avoid. We joined our 
horses on the road leading from Killarvkt to 
Kenmare, and on our return enjoyed a very 
advantageous view of Mvcruss and the Lower 
Lakes. 

Sunday 20 July. The usual routine he* 
ing now accomplished*, we spent a few hours 
in examining Lord Kenmare's Deer Park: 
which, according to Irish custom, is detached 
from the mansion house. The grounds are irre- 
gular and well wooded, commanding some plead- 
ing views of the Lower Lake, but inferior to 
many we had before seen. There is a pretty 
glen watered by a mountain stream. A great 
portion of this park, and indeed the finest part 

* AltboQgli the places I have inenti<m«d, areidiose to which 
die aiteotioa of the tourint is usually confined, I va coo*< 
vinoed that many equally beautiful spots might be discovered by 
those who have time at command, and inclination to make use 
of that time to advantage. Less time certainly ought not to be 
allotted to KUlamey than one entire wetkr&tiA another could 
be very pleasantly employed, in retracing the Balne ground. ' 
The tipper Lake demands a second visit i for there |u*e so iiaany 
attractions on the road thither, that, on arriving there, and cal- 
culating the time required for the return, there is too little le1 
fbr a satisfactory examination of its many and varied bedutias.! 
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of it with respect to timber, is let to Mr. Cro- 
NAN : the whole, if united, would form a noble 
demesne, and a delightful residence ; for at pre- 
sent all the beauties of the lake are totally lost 
to its noble proprietor, owing to the bad situ- 
ation of his mansion house. Neither does the 
residence of Mr. Herbert command to advan* 
tage those natural beauties which he possesses 
in a still greater degree than Lord Ken mare. 
Strangers also, on coming to Killarney, ex- 
perience a great mortification in finding that 
the object of their attention, is so far removed 
from the place of their residence ; and that the 
shores of the lake are not within the distance 
of a moderate walk*. Neither do I think that 
the regulations respecting boats, though at first 
sight very plausible, tend to the comfort of the 
tourist. Their prices are fixed f; their number 
limited, and at the command of one individual, 

* The shores to the north-east of Ross Castle, are flat and bog^ 
gy; those to the south-east of it, command a beautiful view pf 
Glenaa and Tomies in front; but being occupied by the villas of 
Mr. Herbert of CaAinkUtf, and of Mrs. Ddaney, the public are 
deprived of those walks and enjoym^ents that the banks of this 
lake would otherwise afibrd* 

t These prk^s are thus regulated, and a written account of 
^em is fixed up over the chimney of the hotel, for the infor-* 
Aation of travellers. Boat 5s. per day, and as much more^ to the 
Steersman as you please. 5s. to the Bugle, 2s. 2d. to each Boat- 
man on the Upper Lake, and Is.Zad. on the Lower Lake,witb 
their dinners and liquor each day. 
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whereas if a general licence was giren to keep 
boats on the lake, I am convinced that the 
public would be both better and more reason-, 
ably served. The true enthusiast^ the lover of 
nature, and the artist, would wish, after having 
had a general introduction to the different 
lakes, to revisit them at his ease, and survey 
their manifold beauties in detail : but this, from 
want of small boats, he cannot do: he cannot 
at his pleasure, ramble down to the lake, take 
his boat, and amuse himself for a few hours on 
its enchanting banks; the scheme and arrange- 
ment of each day must be preconcerted, the 
boat bespoken,, the dinner ordered, &c« &c. ; in 
short, difficulties and expence will ultimately 
exhaust the patience and the purse of even 
the most sanguine admirer of nature*. 

I have seen no spot more adapted for the 
school of a landscape artist than Killarnet ; 
and where he may study all the component 
parts of a fine picture with greater advantage. 
The rocks that bound the shores of Muci^uss 

* The plan mentioned by Mr Artkur Young, ra his Irish Tour, 
(vol. i. p. 459) is admirable ; and I am surpnsef^ it never has 
been adopted. He there recommends the building of a spacious 
hotel on the immediate shores of the lake, which should furnish 
to travellers every accommodation and comfort of an English 
Spa within doors^and all the necessaries for amusement without. 
This intelligent and observing author has devoted several pages 
to the description of KiUamey and its environs^ which are well 
worth the perusal of those who intend to visit them. 
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and the Lower Lake, with their harmonious 
tints, and luxuriant decoration of foliage, 
stand unrivalled, both in form and colour- 
ing. The character of the mountains is as 
grand and varied, as the lakes in which they 
reflect their rugged summits ; and the incon- 
stant state of the climate subjects each to the 
.most sudden changes, and produces the most 
admirable effects of light and shade imaginable. 
Here, in short, in this western Tempe, the 
artist will find every thing he can possibly 
wish: the beautiful in the Lower, and Mu- 
CRUSs Lakes ; the sublime in the Upper Lake ; 
H)ariety in the river that connects the lakes, and 
the swage in the mountains that form the Pass 
ofDuNLOE*. 

Monday 21 JuLvf. Leaving Killarney 
with regret, I continued my journey towards 
Cork, stopping the first night at Mill Street, 
XVI M iLEs, where I found a good inn. The road 
is very rough, and according to an Irish exprcs- 

* The accommodations wbich we found at Scanlan'a Hotels 
the Kemnare Arms fVf ere both good and reasonable. Our charges 
as follows: Dinner 3s. 3d. per bead. Breakfast Is. 7id. Tea 
Is. Id. Horses per night 3s. 3d. Beds Is. to those who bad 
horsesy and Is. 7id. to those who had not. The provisions were 
excellent in their kind, and the supply of sea and fresh water 
fish was very good. Lodgings are rather dear, the usual price 
being 2s. Sd. for each room per night. 

* On leaving Killarney, I was again obliged to make a bar- 
gain for post horses to conduct me to Cork» 

6 
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8h)tt, ns sttuight as a gun ImrteL On tJifc right 
is a c6ntiliued range of m^utitkins, anKMevgHt 
whtdi the figure 6f those taUed ^» PafM, fe 
Very sitigular* The face trf the ccMilitry {m«^ 
setits an unvaried continuatkm of betf^jr bog^ 
and woodless enclosures ; tMit the nunierdufs 
fragments of roots of trees, and timber dnj^ 
i6utof the bog, prove that m fbntier titles, tins 
anrfece of this conntry bo^e a vwy ditf^rcmt ft^ 
)yeara\K*e. We met on the road numerous tro^s 
tof packhorses conveying ca^ki nK salt butter 
firom the intetior districts to Conit. 

Tuesday 22 J»ulv. From Uiiix StaWb* to 
Cork, xxiii miles At it stiort distim^ ftim 
Mill Street is ^ tedifous, but gmdoal ascenlt, 
of four miles, over a very rough rofed ; hisatify 
mountains and uYihiteresting sc^ery ; a con- 
tinued deluge of tain rendering etwy object 
still more dreary. We at length fcmid a halting 
place, at a little itin, called the Tei^ Mile 
Ho USE, where having broken otfe of *ny carris^e 
springs, I had great reason to complain of im- 

* ThMe two moanUins httfte <leriv«d ibis 'laMt tftom Uieir 
rocmd and ^qual form, resembtitig the bamati bretfsit; two little 
i{>rot«l>emDo^ in th^ centre of each («ti«l whicii I s^ftpetct to be 
^OimU^) make the resemblante sidtl^elntdp, «tid tbtthr^e 
Inore ^propritfte. The Citmedd and the Tmmdui of «areli were 
'dife i^ot^inoA moiHiiiieiit% wbldi the ancieot Britdiw evected ia 
honour of their great m^n ; and the miterkls of th^ir tOMtftfUC- 
tfon w^re prcibably determined by «be tiircum&taaee whether 
the country wa<» stony or not. 
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posing charges maxle \>9th by the Updlgr^^ 
»ml thp blacksmith, wboi^e assistance w^ 
wmtmgto m^iid th^ fracture. On speaking tp 
the waiter ^ut hiip, he tpjd jpe, " that th^ 
pepple of this district were very tough an4 
qviarrelsome." The hi Ws continue, ^d the road 
improves a little, but is still b^d» Cultivatioi^ 
m^nds^ and some ^ood crop? of wheat and bar- 
I^ testify the fertility pf the soil See on 
the left » castle ama^gst woods, and another 
D^rer CoEK, on the side pf the River Lee ; but 
the misty state of the atmosphere obscured aU 
tbese views^ which appear to be rleh^ as well as 
those of the City of Cor^. We lodged af; 
Craig's IJU)7«I^ i» GjcpnoE Street, a large 
but dirty iwi. y 

Wjpdnwpay 53 JvJ-Y. The City of Cork af- 
fords ^iiorje matter pfii^formatipn to the comnuer- 
«iaJtthaa tothew^tiqvarian tourist; for it hears 
the resemblance of a wealthy trading town in 
llnglan^^ .a»d h^ dp chur,(phes * monuments, or 

*Tbe Cfi,tbc4wil, dedicate^ to 9m^ FMH/Tf w.as,fpunded by 
tli^t Snijutin tjie 7th century; and by length of.time it fell into 
decay and ryin. In ^he year 1725, it was taken down, in order 
to be rebuilt, and was finished in 17S5. The expence of this 
Imil&ng was defrayed by a parliameotary tax iOf Is. per ton 
4aid .09 .«U fiS»\» m^ c\4ip, C9)Dsu^^ witfiin the City of Corjt* 
A round tower stood formerly in the churchyard, a little de- 
|^(Ched frpm the chprcrh. 

Smitk*s Hiitoty of Cork, voL i, p. 372. 
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other ancient buildings worth notice. The 
street$ are wide and airy, and the principal 
bridge reminded me of the elegant Ponte 
VELLA Trinita over the River Aeno at Flo- 
rence. The Parade, a spacious street, is orna- 
men ted with an equestrian statue of King 
George the Second. 

Mr. Newenham's pleasure boat conducted 
us from Cork to his seat at Coolmore, on the 
S.W. side of the haven. The banks of the River 
Lee are thickly studded with gentlemen's vil- 
las, and grounds well wooded, which give it a 
rich and cheerful appearance. Near the Vil- 
lage of Passage, the channel contracts it- 
self. Leaving Monkstown on our right, and 
Cove, with the Islands of Spike and Hawl- 
BowLiNG, to the left, we landed near the seat 
of Mrs Connor, and walked to Coolmoee, 
which is distant about a mile from the shore of 
the harbour. 

Thursday 24 July. The whole morning was 
spent on board Mr. Newenham's hooker*; 
and a more delightful, animated, and novel wa- 
ter excursion was never experienced. The gen- 
tlemen residing near the harbour, have esta- 
blished a club; the members of which meet 
every Thursday during summer at a certain ren- 

* The vessels so called are of a very particular construction : 
they sail well, are very safe, and excellently well adapted to 
water excursions* 
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dezvous. Each vessel bears the Admiral's flag 
in its turn, and on that day all the other vessels 
are subslervient to the orders issued by its com- 
mander. Those orders are given by hoisting flags 
of different colours, and of which they have a 
great variety. Our host, Mr. Newenh am, being 
Admiral for the day, our amusement and interest 
were much increased, by seeing minutely the 
mode of proceeding. Near the mouth of the 
harbour * a signal was given to chase, as far as 
Poor Head ; and another to retujn to Monks- 
town, on which occasion every vessel endea- 
voured to make the best of its way to the destined 
goal. The numerous vessels manoeuvering, tack- 
ing, and vying with each other, with their 
sails illuminated by a bright sunshine, formed 
the most picturesque scene imaginable, and 
which was much heightened by a stately fri- 
gate sailing out of the harbour, in the midst 
of the smaller craft, and by the dismasted 
wrecks of two merchantmen, that had narrowly 
escaped the vengeance of a dreadful storm, and 
were seeking shelter in this noble port This 

* This noble harbour/in which the whole British navy could 
ride at anchor in safety, is about a mile wide at its opening, be- 
tween Ram Point and Dog's Nose. Poor Head and Cork Head 
form two more distant boundaries of it. A survey of the whole 
harbour was made in 1801, by Admiral Knigktj end is sold at 
Cork. 
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aquatic expedition, diif ing which we made the 
circuit of a large part of the harbdUt, pfeiseftted 
the differ^t islands and shored td gfeat advan- 
tage. The towh of Cove is iiicfea^ifig rapidly 
in buildings and conSmerce, atld froitt the 6u- 
ptrior advantages it p6ssess6S 5Ver CottKl, bids 
fairly, in the course of time, to supplant it; for 
here the merch&ht ean unload hid cargo In the 
sight 6f his own st0r6hbuse» ; whetead all heavy 
vessels destined for Coftk, atfe ttoW obliged 
td lihship them at the village of PaSSaOE; 
the River Lee tadt atfording a Sufficient depth 
of water to conVey thefti to Cdhic. 

SATURbAY S$ Jtttv. 1 embarked on board 
Mr. NiB\v£NhAM^s roW boat, from the beautl- 
ftil grounds of Mrs. CdifNoR, Nvhich appear too 
me to be the pleasantest dtt the harbour, in 
point of situation, and to command the best 
view of this fine sheet of water. In a little more 
than an hour, by the help Of oafs and a sail, we 
traversed nearly Ihb whole length of the har- 
bour from west to east, and lantled at RosTt^- 
NAN ; the abcient seat of the tNCHiftl)!^ family, 
delightfully situated on the S. East shores of 
this noble bay, and commanding a view of 
it in its greatest extent from an elevated ler- 
race^ on which sem^ guns are mounted. On this 
terrace is a Btatde of Admiral HaWke : the po- 
sition of which rather surprised me; as the bifck 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of tbi^ celebrate^ V9.rrior was turneid upop the 
very element, on which he had acquired such 
immortal hoUQUr \ 

* The victory obtained by A^mirtl HmiAc over Conjlans^ 
gave rise to tbe following spirit^ song^ 

" The watery god, great Ntptwue^ lay 
In dalliance soft, and amorous play 
On Ampkitrite'i breast 2 
When uproar raised its horrid head ; 
His palace shook, the Tritons fled, 
And each his fear confessed. 

Loud thunder shook his wide domain, 
The liquid world was Wrapt in flame, 
The god amazed spoke ; ^ 
* Ye winds go forth, and make it known. 
Who dares to shake my coral throne, 
And veil my realms in smoke K 

The winds submissive to his nod. 
Sprung stropgly up to obey their god. 
And saw two fleets at sea ; 
The one victorious Ifawkef was thine, 
The other Conflan'i broken line. 
In terror and disipay* 

'Amaz'd they saw Britannia's sons 
. Destruction dea} from a)l their (uns, 
Their coQquerji>g shouts resound. 
While vanquished Gallia's hapless slaves^ 
Sunk to their deaths in briny graves. 
Beneath the deep profound. 
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I was told, that the following circumstance 

The winds return'd, and told their chief. 
That France was ruinM past relief. 
And Sawke triumphant rode. 
* Hawkel^ Neptune cry'd, * why who is he? 
Who thus usurps my power at sea. 
And dares defy a god V 

The winds reply'd, ' In distant lands 
There lives a king, who Hawkc commands. 
Who scorns all foreign force ! 
And when his floating castles roll, 
From sea to sea, from pole to pole. 
Great Hawkc directs their course. 

And when his winged bullets fly. 
To punish fraud and perfidy, 
And scourge a guilty land : 
Then gallant Hawke serenely greats 
Though death and horror round him wait, 
Fulfils the dread command/ 

Neptune with wonder heard the story, 
Of George's power and Britaifi^s glory, 
Which time shall ne'er subdue. 
Bosamen's deeds and Saunders* fame. 
Joined with brave Wage's immortal name, 
And cry'd, ' Can this be true i 

A King ! he needs must be a God, 
Who has such heroes at his nod, 
To govern earth and sea : 
I yield my trident and my crown, 
A tribute due to such renown, 
Great Oeorge shall rule for me/ 
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gave rise to placing the figure in this position : 
Upon the defeat of the French fleet, command- 
ed by CoNFLAKs, in the year 1759, the City of 
Cork ordered a statue to be cast of the Eng- 
lish Admiral Hawke ; but on its completion, 
some objections were made to the expence by 
the citizens; upon which the noble Inchiquin 
said, ** that he would pay for it," which he did; 
and, as a rebuke, placed the Admiral's figure 
on a pedestal, with his back turned towards 
. the ungrateful city. Mr. O'Brien, the pre- 
sent inhabitant of the place, and who, on the 
death of the Marquis of Thomond, succeeds 
to the Earldom of Inchiquin, told me a most 
singular anecdote relating to this same statue, 
and which, in a less enlightened age than the 
present, might have been considered as ominous ; 
'* that the Admiral's right arm, which grasped 
a sword, fell off on the very day that tl>e French 
landed on the coast of Ireland, at Bantry 
Bay*" 

* Friday IS May J 759, Admiral Hawke sailed with the 
grand fleet under his command from Portsmouth. In the 
month of November he was obliged to put into PljfmotUh, hav« 
iug been driven off his station before Brest by a hard gale of 
wind. On the 20lh instant, the engagement took place between 
him and Con^ns, and victory decided in favour of the Eng- 
lish. In February, ^760, being thanked by the House of Com- 
mons, he thus gallantly replied, '^ I own myself greatly at a loss, 
as to the proper manner of acknowledging the great honour 
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The luxuriance of the evergroens at Ro»* 
TYNNAN, bespeaks the mildness of tbe cltmate% 
Many judicious alterations and traprovements 
are at this time carrying on» both in the house 
and grounds. 

The Bishop of Cloyne's carriage conveyed 
me from hence to liis episcopal re sidence^ disK 
tant about two miles. In my way» I passed by 
Castle Mary, the seat of the Longfield fa* 
mily ; where there is a druidical monument thus 
described by Smith in his History of Cork^ 
p. 140. 

** This altar consists of a large stone 15 feet 
long, and 8 in breadth, of a rough irregular fr« 
gure, approaching to an oval form. The highest 
part of it is nine feet from the ground ; it is 
supported by three other great stones. Adjoin^ 
ing to it is a large round flagstone or table, 
which was probably used for cutting up the 
victims for sacrifice.'^ I felt much mortified 
in not having seen this relic of antiquity, owing 
to my want of previous information as to its 
situation. 

conferred upon me by this august house, in their distinguishej 
approbation of my conduct on the 20th of November last. In 
doing my utmost, I only did the duty I owed my King and* 
Country, which ever h^^«b«en^and shall be, my greatest ambi- 
tion to perform faithfully and hbfiicstly to the best of my abi- 
' lity." In March, I76O, the freedomof^he City of *Coek was 
presented to him in a golden box. v . 
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The town of Clothe, with its r6und tower*, 
embosomed in wood, appears to great advan-- 
tuge from an eminence to the north east, which 
commands also a good view of Cork Harbour 
on one side, with Balicotton Bay and the 
ocean on the other. The Cathedral Church is 
a plain building, neatly kept, and without any 
turret or steeple. It is neither remarkable for 
any ancient architectural decorations, nor se* 
pulchral monuments. Its choir, repaired by Bi- 
shop Agar, in 1776 f, is a mixture of Gothic 
and Italian architecture. The eastern window 
is rich, and so like the one in the Abbey of 
KiLMALLOCK, that they appear as if cast in the 
Mme mould: the western window was formed 
by three narrow pointed arches, which from 

* This Tound to^ver is situated in the stnset of tiie (own, and 
at « short disttuice from tho western front of the church ; bnt 
as I purpo«« collecting all the information I can respecting these 
lingular buildings under one head, I shall say no more of this 
tower at present. 

t In erecting the presMit ctdss wall, wA the entrance of the 
choir, U 177^; as tbe workmen dt^ deep in themave to lay tlie 
foundation, they discovered a row of graves, of a singular con* 
struction, consisting of brick cells exactly suited to thesiseand 
shape of the body contained in each, and one of them ended at 
th% shoulders, not were any of the iskull bones to be found with 
Ihtti^y, It is tlierefore not improbable, tlivt the head of tlie 
owner may have been fixed on Cork gates in the times of turbu* 
fence; as %hey appear, frMa the pmt given us uf tlwtciity,in 
the Pacata Hibtmia^ to be full of these trophies, Cioyne MSS. 
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their resemblance to that instrument, have been 
called lancet. The window of the southern 
transept appears also to have been formed of 
five similar arches. The tombstones are very 
numerous in the cemetery, owing to the attach- 
ment which even the catholics still bear through- 
out Ireland, to these ancient churches. 

In the eastern part of the churchyard, which 
is large and well planted *, the ruins still re- 
main of a small edifice, known by the name of 
Saint Colman's Chapel ; which was probably 
one of those stone oratories, or early churches, 
of which specimens are still to be seen at Kil- 
LALOE, and StDouLOUGHS, near Dublin. The 
length of it is 30 feet in the clear; its breadth 
19; and it stands east and west. 

Original and authentic historical information 
is with such difficulty procured in Ireland, that 
I need make no apology to my readers for in- 
serting the following account of Cloyne, 
which was given me by my friend the bishop of 
that diocese. Mn Archdale very justly and 
feelingly observes, that, ** involved in darkness 
and obscurity, in vain we search for the origin 
of our religious foundations. The improbabi- 
lities and fictions of monkish legends, are often 
our only evidences, and we are frequently oblig- 

♦ These trees are supposed to have been planted by Bisiop 
Maulcj in 1730. 
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ed to adopt the palpable anachronisms of such 
writings, in the place of authentic documents 
and chronological certainty," 

The town of Cloyne is situated on a 
small limestone eminence, gently rising in the 
midst of the valley, through which there might 
once have been a communication from Cork 
Harbour to the sea; and this eminence might 
have been an island surrounded by water, 
and afterwards on the water partially drying 
up, by a deep bog, and at present by rich, 
and in general, well improved meadows, to 
which the plantations about the church aad 
see house, with the round tower, appearing 
every where above them, give a good effect 
On this spot Saint Colman, before the year 
600, is supposed to have founded his church ; 
and the security of it must have received no 
small addition from the circumstance of a 
cave, which is on the most elevated part of 
it, extending in various branches under ground 
to a great distance. In those unsettled and 
barbarous ages, caves of this sort were resorted 
to by the natives, on the first appearance of 
an enemy, and the invaders seldom being able 
to make a long stay, the wives and children 
of the peasants, and perhaps even their cattle, 
would remain in tolerable safety till the coun- 
try could assemble in their defence. It is 
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certain, tfatt places of refuge of this sort, were 
looked upon as of so much necesfiity^ d)at 
in some of the Hxbeioes, we find artificial 
caves constructed for the purpose ; and when 
nature had provided one so deep and roomy 
as diis, Ae rude inhabitants of the times^ 
would as naturally gra^e their flocks, and 
build their huts in its neighbourhood, as in 
latter days, they raised their cottages under 
the shelter of a Norman castle. This idea will 
also receive confirmation from the name of the 
town, Cluaine, signifying a cave in the Iri/^ 
language/' 

Thb cave is in a field now called the Rock 
Meadow, forming a part of the Bishop's de- 
mesne, a little east of his garden wall ; and 
thongli having been long neglected, and the 
^ains from it choked up, it is generally full 
of water in winter ; yet there is a large arched 
passage running some hundred 3'ards, and still 
traversed <erery dry snmmer, to another mouth 
an the shrubbery, north of it A third, but 
amaUer lOpening, is also visible in the high 
ground above the pond; a fourth, near the 
road to the commons, and these, or sixnilar 
entrances, being k<nown to the first mhabitt- 
ants, garve the Idsh name to the wlide of 
this land (which since the enclosure is pre- 
served in the ismall field adjoining it) of Mo- 
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KELUSK7, or the Field of Caserns. The an- 
cient names of the neighbouring fields and 
ground$i speak the savacgeness of this place in 
former times. Knoc na Maduc, is the Hill 
of the Grey Dog^ or IVolf. Paek na Drislio, 
the Field of Briars. Mqne ar Aniskt, the 
Meadow of the wild Boars, &c. &c. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FROM CLOYNE TO YOUGHAL, LIS- 
MORE, FERMOY, MALLOW, CHARLE- 
VILLE, TIPPERARY, CASHEL, KIL- 
DARE, AND DUBLIN. 



Monday 28 July. The neighbourhood of 
Cloyne not affording me a supply of post 
horses, the Bishop obligingly forwarded me to 
YouGHAL, XII MILES. Open champaign coun- 
try and well cultivated : enclosures small, soil 
apparently very rich. Passed through the de- 
mesne of Lord Shannon, which is kept with 
greater neatness than any I have yet seen dur- 
ing my tour. The mansion is a large white 
house, with a pool of fine water on one side of 
it, and a ruined castle totally enveloped in ivy 
near it. The Village of Castle Martyr *, with 

* Castle Martyr^ formerly Bally Martyr^ was the seat of a 
branch of the FUz-GeraldSj called Seneschak oi IfnokiUyy A.D. 
1420, 9th Henry V. James, Earl of Desmond was constituted 
Seneschal of the Baronies of Imokilly^ IncltiqtsiUf and the town 
of Yougkal, during life, by James^ Earl of Ormondy Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. From this Earl of Desmond^ the branch of 
the FUz-Geralds had this title. In the year l663, Castle Martyr 
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its neat whitened houses adjoins the noble- 
man's seat. Pasi through the village of Kii,- 
l£A6H, and catch a sight of the sea, with Jt 
rich valley on the right leading to it. The 
descent to Youghal is rather steep, command- 
ing a pleasing view of the Blackwater. Stop** 
ped at Campbell's Hotel in the principal str^t. 
The road from Cloyne is rough in a few pirts^ 
but on the whole tolerably good. 

* The Parish Church at Youghal deserves 

Martyr was incorporated by the interest of the ^rst Earl of 
Orrery^ who erected it into a borough, with the nomination of 
the chief magistrate, recorder, town-clerk, &c. to the Earl and his 
heirs for ever, and with a privilege of sending two member? to 
parliament. Smith's Cork^ vol* i. page 125. 

* The origin of this mo nastid building being rather singular, 
I shall ti^nscribe the account of it from Mr. ArchdMs Monas^ 
ticon, p. 80. A monastery was founded at Youghal^ for Francis- 
cans, in the year 1224, by Maurice Fitz Gerald, who, it. is said, 
erected this house on the following occasion. Being about to 
build a castle in the iown, and the workmen who were digging 
the foundation, on the eve of some festival^ requesting a piece of 
money, to drink his health, he directed his eldest son to give it, 
who, instead of obeying, abused the said workmen, at which 
Maurice was so concerned, that he altered his design, and 
changed the castle into an abbey. The founder was Lord 
Justice of Ireland, in the years 1229 and 1232 ; after which, he 
retired to this monastery, where he took on him the habit of St. 
Francis; and dying the 8th of May, 1257, was interred there in 
the habit of his order. This was the earliest foundation in Ire- 
land for the Order of St. Francis. Thomas^ the second son of th^ 

H 
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notice. On entering the gates of the church- 
yard, a magnificent window, richly decorated 
with tracery work, suddenly meets the eye : 
but before I describe the exterior of this 
building, I shall make some remarks on the 
interior parts of it. The nave of the church 
has six pointed arches, supported on pilasters, 
with two transepts, and two side aisles. The 
southern transept fornis a chapel, belonging to 
the Devonshire family. " According to 
Smith, vol. i. p. 111. this south wing was for- 
merly called the Chauntry of our blessed Sa- 
viour. It was purchase^ from the mayor and 
coq)oration of You g ha l, by the Earl of Cork, 
March 29> I606, by which deed, he was not to 
molest the ancient burials in this place. He re- 
paired the chapel, and in his lifetime, erected an 
handsome monument for his family, according 
to the taste of those times, in marble and ala- 
baster." This nobleman is here represented iu 
a recumbent posture, under an arched recess, 
leaning on his left arm, habited in long robes, 
aijd with a rufFnound his neck : on each side is 
a female figure kneelingimder a niche, support- 
ed by two Ionic pillars. Underneath the Earl's 
effigy, are small representations of his nume- 

fQunder, completed, tbe building - at h^ own expence, and dying 
on the 26th May, A. D. 12tfO, wasjnterredhere; as were seve- 
ral other noblemen of the house of Demand. 
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rous progeny ; aad above it, is the effigy of his 
mother, leaning her left arm on a bible, and 
supporting her head. This tomb, which is paint- 
ed, and in the Italian style of architecture, is in 
a very bad state of preservation *. In the same 
chapel are the rudely sculptured effigies of 
RiCHARP Bennet, and Alis Barry, his wife, 
the last of whom, in the annexed inscription, is 
3aid to have been the first foundress of it, which 
being demolished in the time of the rebellion, 
und their tomb defaced, was reedified by 
Richard, Lord Boyle, Baron of Youghal^ 
who, to revive their memory, repaired this 
tomb, and had their figures cut in stone, placed 
thereon in the year 1619. 

In the northern transept there is an ancient 
effigy in stone, apparently of an ecclesiastic, 
resting his head Upon a cushion, with a bird in 
his hands, and a lion at his feet The sexton's 
wife, who acted as my Cicerone^ told me, that 
there was a similar figure immured under the 
staircase leading to the music gallery : there is 
also a slab tomb, decorated with a flowery cross, 
bearing date 1557; and a monument to the 
Ukiack family, 176I. In the same transept is 
an old Gothic font, disfigured by gaudy paint- 

* A full description of this tomb, and its inscrij^ons is given 
in Smith's Htricry rfCork^ vcL i. p. 111. 

H S 
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ing. Tlic church is well pcwed, and nesttly 
kept. 

Let us now consider the exterior part of this 
building. The western doorway is of the 
pointed Order; and over it is a small trefoil niche. 
The original windows that adorned this front 
are stopped up, and supplied by one of a mor^ 
modem date. They were in three divisions, and 
of the lancet shape. A little to the north, but 
almost attached to the church, is a large square 
tower, which is now made use of as a belfry : 
a peculiarity (except in the instance of the 
round towers,) which I have not as yet met 
with, nor am able to account for. The outside 
windows of the northern transept have also 
given way to those of a more modern date, and 
have been closed up : they were of the lancet 
form, and four in number*. The outside win- 
dows of the southern transept have shared the 
same fate : they differ materially in design from 
the opposite transept, being composed of two 
divisions, with three pointed windows in each. 
But the part of this building that will most at- 
tract the antiquary *s notice, is that which is 
now in ruins, and made use of as a place of bu- 

* This division of arches is rather uncommon ; nor do I recol* 
Jcct having seen instances of the number/our being applied t» 
MvLndows ; three and^re occur the most frequently. 
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rial. The eastern window suq>a8ses in good 
workmanship any I have seen in Ireland : its 
tracery, surmounted by a Catharine-wheel orna- 
ment, is very rich. On the north side of this 
window is a beautiful sepulchral niche, the back 
and sides of which are decorated with trefoil 
compartments. On the surface of the wall 
above it, is an inscription in ancient characters, 

HIC lACET FLEMING. 

I am not quite clear about the christian name 
omitted, but it appears to me to have been Guli- 
BLM vs. On the south side of this eastern window 
(under which stood the altar) are three tall, and 
one small arch ; the latter being nearest to the 
altar. I have before taken notice of similar 
arches at Adaib, &c. which I suppose to have 
been confessionals in the times of popery. The 
distribution of the windows on the outside of this 
ruined part of the church, is very irregular, but ^ 
they all partake of the lancet form. Between 
the eastern end of the church, and the entrance 
to the churchyard, I observed the tombstone of 
Daniel Adams, who died at the advanced age 
of one hundred and twenty-six years. 

The town of Youghal is situated under the 
eastern declivity of a steep hill, and was formerly 
flanked by a high wall and turrets extending 
along its summit, of which some mutilated frag- 
ments still remain. It consists chiefly of one 
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long street running north and south, is bound- 
ed by the River Blackwater on the east, and 
by high ground on the west : it is distant about 
a mile from the sea, and is a bustling, cheerful 
town, being much resorted to during the sum- 
mer months, as a bathing place. The public 
rooms on the mall are pleasantly situated near 
the banks of the river. There is also a neat 
little theatre at the back of Campbell's Ho- 
tel*. It is said, that the potatoe plant was 
first introduced into Ireland at this place, by 
SiE Walter Raleigh, who, together with to- 
bacco, brought it from Virginia; and that 
the person who planted it, imagining that the 
applet which grow upon the stalky were the 
part to be used, gathered them ; but not liking 
their taste, neglected the roots, till the ground 
being dug afterwards to sow some other grain, 

* This playhouse was built by the landlord of the hbtel, and 
i^ at the end of his stable yard. I found both houae'and playei^ 
better than I could have expected in so small a town. The or- 
chestra consisted ofiwojiddlers, who commenced the night's en- 
tertainment with the popular air of God save the King, "the 
gods afterwards ordered their own favourite airs to be played; 
amongst which the Grinder and Bl&ck Joke^ were received with 
great applause. My antiquated female CtCerone of the morning 
(the Sexton's wife) performed the office of Orange Girl^ and the 
Clerk that of manager of the theatre. 

CampheWs Hotel is esteemed the best inn at Youghal^ but the 
York Hotely commanding a view of the Blackwater ^ is preferable 
in point of situation. Each house has chaises and post horses. 
3 
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the potatoes were discovered therein, and to 
the great surprise of the planter, vastly in- 
creased. From such a circumstance, this valua- 
ble root, which in modern times affords almost 
the sole sustenance of the poor in Ireland, 
took possession of the soil, and has ever since 
rnaintaiiaed its popularity. 

Tuesday 29th July. Having been strongly 
recommended lo visit the Blackwater* I 
hired a b6at with four men, and taking advan- 
tage of the tide, rowed up the river toCAPPOQUiN 
and^LisMORE; the distance exceeds twehty 
miles. This river, which near Youghal ex- 
pands its waters into a spacious bason, begins 
at about the distance of two miles to contract 
it^ channel, and assume the character of a river 
instead of an aestuary. Several vessels lay dry 
upon the shore, awaiting the return of tide to 
convey them, with their cargoes of sea sand, 
to Cappoquin. This sand is supposed to pos- 
sess a very fertilizing quality, and is made use 

*'The head of this river is in a svaJtipy bog, near the Island 
of K^rrify from whence it proceeds to, Biackwattr Bridge, (wb^re 
it is still but a smaU streain)and then to Cullin^ about six utiles ; 
thence to £e%d^tt7^,i>mi^m«, and so easterly to Malhwy where 
there is a iair stone bridge over it ; it then proceeds to Fermoy^ 
where itiias a second bridge, and thus flows on^ due easterly, to 
the County of Wattrford. Smith's Cork, vol. ii. p, 263, where 
may be found an account of its contributory^treams. 
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of for manure. Some ruins appear on an emi* 
nence to the left, which I imagine to be those of 
KiNCREW, noted in Dr. Beaufort's map, and 
which appertained to the Knights of St John 
of Jerusalem. At the first bend of the river, 
t^e Castle of Temple Michael attracts the 
eye; a modern house, belonging to Mr. Smith, 
is attached to it, and very happily fills up the 
centre compartment of a vcr)^ pleasing land- 
scape. Advancing a little further, a large man- 
sion house belonging to a gentleman of the 
same name and family, appears on the right; 
and a bold projecting island **, well wooded, 
and adorned with monastic ruins, occupies 
the middle of the picture : the tout ensemble 
forms a rich view, and composes well. Observe, 
on looking back, the contrast; on one side 
simple nature ; rocks clothed only with fern 
rising above the surface of the river; on the other 

* This island was anciently called Dor-Jiar, or the Island of 
St. Molm^def now Mclana, Upon it are the remain) of an Abbey 
of Regular Canons, founded in the sixth century by that Saint, 
who was the first Abbot. In this abbey, Raymotid le Gros^ the 
English general, who, with Strongbaw, contributed so much to 
the reduction ^f Ireland, is said to have been buried. 

Snuik'i Waterford,p. 43. 

The Island of Mokma is mentioned by Archdale^ p. 69^, and 
a series of its abbots from 506 to 1397* On the suppression of 
the monastery, Queen Elizabeth granted its possessions to Sir 
Walter Raleigh^ who assigned them t« the Earl of Cork. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BIACKWATER. 105 

sid€, those rocks richly decorated with wood, 
and works of art A castle, abbey, two man- 
sion houses, a ferry **, and numerous salmon 
weirs, tend to animate the scenery ; the left 
banks of the river are finely indented and wood- 
ed. This place is called Ballinatray. Two 
modes of fishing are adopted for taking salmon 
in the rivers of the south of Ireland, which are 
thus described by Mr. Tighe, in his Statistical 
Survey of Kilkenny. ** The fishing of the rivers 
is free by custom to the inhabitants of the 
shores. The country people catch salmon with 
a snap net, suspended between two cots, which 
arc small boats, flat bottomed, narrow, equal at 
both ends, and governed by paddles ; two men 
are in each boat, one of whom conducts it ; and 
when the fishers feel the net drawn, the boats 
are closed immediately t«" 

The weirs on the Blackwateb are not (like 
those at Liheeick and many other places) 
flood weirs, extending across the whole river, but 
are fished only during the latter half of the ebb. 
The wings are staked and wattled, extend through 
that part of the river where there is least cur- 
rent, so as not to impede the navigation, and 

* This ferry is found very useful, when by reason of floods and 
storms, that of Tougkal cannot be crossed in safety. 

t The curious boats, called coracles, as well as nets, are used 
in a similar way on the Welsh rivers. 
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arc only as high as half the flood water, where 
they meet in an an^gle ; the fisherman has a seat 
elevated upon four framed posts, where he 
holds the net, and on feeling the salmon strike, 
collects his net, and draws him into his boat. 

The next reach of the river presents a rich 
outline of wood on the left, and hills covered 
with fern on the right, closed by others still 
mof€ lofty at a distance ; the monastic remainis 
on the Island of Mola^na forming a pleasmg 
ol^ect each way. In the next bendj the sestuary 
widens: see Clashmohb woods on the right; 
cultivated lands on each side. The cltannet 
again contracts itself, and the surfdce of the- 
water^ is much etnUvcned by numerons^ cots 
employed in catching salmon. A ruined foi'- 
tress (which my boatmen told me bore the 
name of Strancallv**) fills up ^e centre c>f 
Ae scenery. Itis placed on a boldly projecting 
nock, and has an outnivork. From whichever 



* Mr. Grose, in his Antiquities of Ireland, gives a view of this 
castle, aAd says, that it was* formerly used by an Emf of Des^ 
moad^ ar» {sisoa. He adde, **' tllere isr an holfe cut tfcrot^b tber 
rock,Jn tlie manner of a portcullis, downt which be caste the ^X9iA 
bodies ; and that a person, who had the good fortune to escape 
iron) this dismal prison^ related to government the horrible prac- 
tices committed there, who ordered both the cave and castle„tQ 
bedemolbhed. The cave is laid open, and half the castle blown 
up.*' Gro^e'* Jnt., of Ireland, vol. ii. p. 37, 
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sidt you view it, either on sailing towards it,, 
or on retiring from it, it is a pleasing and im-* 
posing object. The shores of the Blackwa* 
TER now become less cultivated; wilder but 
not wooded; and the loss of Strancallt is 
to be regretted. A long range of well wooded 
shore now presents itself on the left, with Dai/- 
MORE Ferry, and vessels lying at anchor. From 
the inattention of its owner, a vessel slipped its 
anchorage here, and sunk. This place, where my 
boatmen applied for some refreshment, is estimat- 
ed to be eight miles from Youghal. The fine 
line of wood is succeeded by high sedgy banks 
on the left, between which the River Bride 
discharges ite waters into the Blackwater, 
See Headborough upon an emkience to the 
left; a seat of the SmitM family. On coasting 
along these uninteresting banks, the eye is sud- 
'denly and very agreeably relieved by a distant 
view of Drumana, the seat of the late Earl 
of Grandison*. The mansion house, built 
upon an eminence, and surrounded by luxu- 

*Tke house was bnilt on the foundation of an ancient castle,, 
that was formerly the chief sett of the Fitz Geralds of the Dc 
Wei, who were descended from Sir Gerald^ second son to Jtai^^ 
the seventh Eurl of Desmond, whose family have been a long, 
tmie settled here. Jobiy Earl of Grandison^ enjoyed this estate 
in ri^t of his mother, Catharine Fitz Gerald^ the only remaining^ 
heir of that fiuntly. It is very b<^ly situated on a rock over 
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riant woods, appears full in view ; and the eye 
anticipates the pleasure it expects to derive 
from the contracted appearance of the channel 
through which the river seems to wind its course. 
These hopes, on a nearer view, are not disap- 

the Biackxvater : the castle, with all its furniture, being burnt 
down by the Irish, the present house was erected. 

SmM*s WaUrfordyp. 56. 
The Daii mentioned in the above note were a very ancient 
and powerful clan, from whom the Barony of Desies took its 
nanie. As their history is somewhat singular, I shall insert the 
account given of them by Smith, in his History of Waterfordy 
p, 3. ** They were originally planted in Meath, and possessed a 
large tract of country near Taragh^ called Dene-Tftnragk. 
From the remains of this family, the Barony of Desie, in the 
County of Meath, took its name. They drew their descent from 
Fiackadk Suidhe^ eldest son to Fedlimid the Lawgiver, who was 
Supreme Monarch of Ireland, from the year l64 to the year 
174. Fiachadh died in the lifetime of his father, and though he 
left issue, the crown descended in the line of his younger bro- 
ther, io^Cormac McArt, who began hrs reign in 254. Between 
him and A<mgu$, grandson to Fiachadh, who resented his exclu- 
sion from the monarchy, several severe battles were fought, and 
at length this prince, with his brothers and associates, the DttH, 
were driven into Munster, where, either by force of arms or con^ 
cession, they settled themselves, and became inhabitants of that 
tract of country, which extended from the River Stdre to the 
3eay and from Lismore to Credanrhead, comprehending in a man* 
nee all that territory, since called the County of Watetford^ 
And th^gave it the name of Desie, in memory of their settle- 
ments of the same name in Meath ; and from this time, Desit in 
Ifefi^^and Dcsie in Munster, were called N'orth and South Deski 
and the latter also bore the name, in Irish, of Nan Dcsicm 
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pointed ; for, on approaching the demesne, the 
^ channel becomes very confined ; and the man- 
sion house rises perpendicularly from a bold 
rock completely covered with trees*. The 
character of the next bend of the river is rich- 
ness ; cultivated lands, decked with trees, and 
distant mountains. The back front of Dru- 
HANA House presents itself in a very different 
point of view, and a large extent of well wood- 
ed hill adds much to the general beauty of the 
retrospect. See on the left Turin, a seat of the 
MusGRAVE family, where a modern house is ap- 
parently attached to an old castle. A grand per- 
pendicular mass of liipestone rock attracts the 
eye on the right. 

The town of Cappoquin now opens with the 
seat of Mr. Kane above it; a finely wooded 
dingle in front, backed by lofty mountains. 
See a ruined church on the left ; flat islands, 
planted with willows. Quarries of limestone 
rock, one fine mass of which bounds the river 
on the left. The Village of Cappoquin is si- 
tuated on the right, which, combined with Mr. 
Kane's well wooded seat, and a pointed inoun- 
tain beyond it, form a charming coup d'osil. 
Pass under a wooden bridge, where the river 

^ Though death has deprived Drumana of its noble proprietori 
this neglected, but much to be admired spot, is frequently visited 
by vater patties from Youghaly^c, 
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roakes a sudden bend to. the left : low banks on 
that side ; extensive woods on the right* The 
river now winds its course within a channel still 
piofe contracted, (under the demesne of Salti^ 
3RIP&K, inhabited by the Chearnlet family, 
but formerly the seat of the Musgra ves) with 
fine trees feathering down to the water's edge, 
though tl>e harmonious colouring of these lux- 
uriant woods is much injured by the chilling 
and discordant tints of the Scotch fir. On look- 
ing back, the Village of Cappoquin appears 
in a very favourable point of view ; a fine theatre 
of woody and a picturesque mass of rock on the 
right. We now come within sight of Lismore 
and its distant woods ; the line of bank which 
bciunds the river on the left, is flat and sedgy; 
that on the right is good, and partially wooded* 
See an earthen work on an eminence to the 
left. Our boat being impeded in its further 
progress up the river by a lock, I took leave of 
it, and walked toLiSMORE; distant about a 
n^ile and a half. 

Though the scenery on the Blackwatkr, 
cannot by any means be compared with that on 
nmtiyof our rivers and i^stuaries in England: 
either with the Wye, in Herefordshire, 
with the Dar^ in Devonshire, or the Tamar 
in CoRNWAL ; I am inclined to think it can- 
not for the long continuance of twenty miles 



Qigitized by VjOOQ IC 



LZ8MORE. ill 

be surpassed, or even rivalled, by any other 
alsreain m Ibeuinb. It affords some good sub- 
jects for the portfolio, of which the most strik-" 
ing aad best adapted to the pencil, are those at 
Balinatbay, Stbankallt, and Drumana; 
but all must yield to Lismoke. 

Various names as well as derivations have 
beeir giiven to Lismore. Its modem appellation 
secBis to have been taken from the fortification 
before mentioned, standing a little to the east 
of the town, and known by the name of Rounjd 
Hill ; Zi>, in the Irbh language, signifying a 
fort, and mor^ great. It bore anciently the 
name of Duksgikitb, from Dun, a fort or 
place situated on an eminence, and sgeifiy sl 
flight, whidh seems to allude to the flight of St. 
Cabthagh to this place^ before which it was 
named Magh-soiath, or the Field of tie 
Shield*. St. Cabtblag^ was founder and ab-» 
hot of tdie famous Abbey of Rathen y in West- 
MEATH,wh?re he is said to have governed 86/ 



•'In these derivations we may trace a great resemblance be- 
tween tbe Irish and British languages. Uys-mcmr^ in WeUh^ 
^mM\d signify the great courts or palace. Dinas, in JVelsh, 
i*eans a fort, of which the Irish, Dvn^ and the L<|/m, Dunum, 
ae^d^ to the names of many Roman towns, such as Sorbiodunum 
{^kWshnry) Camalodunum (Colchester) &c. &c. are certainly cor* 
ruptions. 

Fijgiitii,in tVelsh, signifies a sprinklings or scattering. SgHyd 
also in British implies a Shield, 



Digitized by 



Google 



IIS IISMOES. 

monks, for the space of forty years. The annals 
of iNNisFAiiLEN record, that A. D. 631, he 
was driven by King Blathhac, out of Ra- 
THENY, and the same year founded the Abbey 
of Lismore; as also a school or university, 
which was famous for its numerous professors of 
the true philosophy, and stood in a higher de- 
gree of reputation than any other seminary in 
Ireland*. The Historian of fVaterford^ says, 
**that in his time a traveller would hardly 
take this town to have been an university, a 
bishop's see, and much less a city; instead of 
its ancient lustre, the cathedral, the castle, and 
y a few tolerable houses, intermixed with cabins, 

are all that now appear f." 

Its appearance has not improved since the 
days of that author; and I question if the cas- 
tle has not suffered from the trowel of innova- 
tion. Smith has given the following account 
of Its foundation, and various vicissitudes. 

• Concerning the ancient fame of Lismore^ a writer of the 
Life of St, Cartkaghf has these words : *' Lismore is a famous 
and holy city, half of which is an asylum, into which no wo- 
man dares enter ; but it is full of cells and holy monasteries : and 
religious men, in great numbers, abide there ; and thither holy 
men flock together from all parts of Ireland, and not only fron^ 
Ireland, but also from England and Britain, being desirous to 
move from thence to Christ ; and now the city is built upon the 
banks of a river, formerly called the Nem, but now Avonmorty 
that is the great river in the territory of the NanrDesi, pr 
Dwiff." Snulh'ifVaterford,p.^7. 

t Smith'i Watcrford, p. 28, 
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*^ The Castle of Lishore is said to have beea 
built by King John, and demolished by the 
Irish, in 1185, who took it by surprise. Being, 
rebuilt, it was for many years the residence of 
the bishops, till Miler Magr^jjij- Arch- 
bishop of Casuel, and bishop of this see, some 
time before his resignation, in 1589, by the con<- 
sent of the Dean and Chapter, granted to Sir 
Walter Raleigh, the Manor of Lismore, 
and other lands, at the yearly rent of «£*1S. 6s. 
8d. This castle soon afterwards fell into the 
hands of Sir Richard Botle, who purchased 
all Sir Walter's lands. He beautified the 
whole, and added many buildings to it, most 
of which were burnt down during the Irish re« 
bellion ; at the breaking out whereof, it was 
closely besieged by 5000 Irish, commanded by 
Sir Richard Beling, and was bravely de-* 
fended by the young Lord Brogh ill, third 
son to the Earl of Cork, who, by his conduct 
and bravery, obliged the Irish to raise the 
siege *. In an apartment of this castle [which 
is now the property of the Duke of Devon- 
shire] the celebrated philosopher, Robert 
Botle, was born. 
This castle is situated on a rock, rising many 

* Smith's Waterford, p. 51. Many interesting particulars 
of tliis brave young nobleman^ may be collected Irom ** BudgelTi 
Memms oftkc Bayk Family,'' Svo. 173«. 
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leet perpendicular from the River Blackwa- 
^^Bfi and feathered with rich wood from its 
4ummit to the water's edge : in every piJlnt of 
view it presents itself as a bold and imposing 
ohjecti and affords the best subject for the 
l^cil of any building I have yet seen during 
my tour : a handsome stone bridge:, built hy 
the Dux9 of DsvoNSHiRE, contributes mueh 
ftp the general eflfect of this pleasing landscape. 
The ruins are both shapeless ^ajdd graceless, 
bearing less the appearaiu^e of a castle^ than 
of an antiquated mansion house, I have seen 
-np situation where the want of the formtr is 
more tp be regretted by the artist. At a short 
distance from the castle, up the river, is a sal- 
•ffi^n weir, which, like the generality of those 
ift Irslahb, is very productive. 

The parish church, which in foimer timte 
*€Ould have boasted of its episcopal honours, is 
•ssatod on a hill opposite the castle, and as well 
<4s the tpwn and castle, has suffered many vtoisr 
^itudes. In the years -8 Ht aod 6e0, the town 
WAS ptllaged and spoiled: in -891 it was again 
^noked by the DaneS|Wboin €^3 repeated their 
ravages, and depopulated the town. 

In thft year J9 1 3, ibe#ame people Sundered 
the abbey, and in 915 renewed their depreda- 
tions. In 978| the town and church were plun- 
dered by the Osse&iAK«.; and in W95j the 
former was destroyed by ^an accidentia fire, Bi 
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1 1 Iff the town and abbey were again destroyed 
by a general conflagration ; and in 1 1 38, they suf* 
fered the same disastrous calamity. In 1 157i Li8« 
MORE again fell a sacrifice to fire. In 1 178, it was 
plundered and set on fire by the English forces : 
and to complete the almost unparalleled ill for* 
tune of this city, an accidental fire, in IS07$ 
wholly consumed it, together with its churches. 
Such is the account transmitted to us by Mn 
Archdale, in his Monasticon : who has also 
given a series of its bishops from the year ^89 
to 1207. 

From the few remains that at present exist 
of its ancient workmanship, we may perceive 
that it was executed in a good style of archi* 
tecture. The eastern window was composed of 
three narrow compartments, half of which are 
now cut off by an Italian altar. On the south side 
of the altar are three other pointed windows ; 
and two on the northern side, with a continua- 
tion of three more in the same uniform style* 
Th^ choir bears the external appearance of a 
cathedral, in its throne, stalls, and pulpit; I 
say, the appearance only ; as it was annexed to 
the See of Waterfobd in the year 1^3, |6 
that the name only of its former dignity now 
remains, ^^Statnominisumbra.^^ It has a nave, 
two transepts, and a choir: one large round 
arch, and two pointed ones, separate the nave 
from the choir, which has an organ* It con-> 

IS 
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tains some neat and simple tablets, with appro 
priate inscriptions to the memory of the Mus- 
GRAVE and Cheaunley families, of Saltx- 
bridge; but I could discover only one an- 
tique tombstone, which forms part of the pave- 
ment in the nave, and appears to commemorate 
some bishop. The stone is decorated with a 
flowery cross, which jdivides it into two com- 
partments. On the left side, is the figure of a 
bishop praying : on the opposite side, our Sa- 
viour bound with coeds ; the motto of Ecce 
Homo at his head, and inri. at his feet: abpvcj 
each of the figures is an escutcheon of arms*. 
This formed the table of the tomb, and two 
other stones, corresponding in size, and placed 
in the pavement alongside it, formed the 
two sides of the tomb. The one represents six 
of the Apostles in a row, with three saints, of 
which I could only decypher the names of St. 
Catharine and St. Patrick. The other re* 
presents the rest of the Apostles, with our Saviour 
on the cross, and a figure on each side of him. 
The whole are sculptured in has relief, on a 
blue stone: the names of the Apostles and 
Saints are affixed to each ; and the edge of the . 
tombstone bears an inscription in old charac- 
ters, but sufficiently perfect to be decyphered. 

* These arms would ascertain to whose memory this tomb 
was erected, as ^ell as its date. 
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The churchyard is thickly shaded with trees, 
and like the generality of those in Ireland, 
crowded with gravestones, and badly taken 
care of. 

A canal of communication has been cut from 
the river to some large st;orehouse8,lately erect- 
ed by the Du^e of Devonshire ; but hitherto 
Httle use has been made of either. A new inn also 
has been built by the same noble proprietor, 
but on too large a scale for a town where there 
is no trade, and but little travelling. Opposite 
to it is a handsome building, which serves the 
different purposes of sessions^ market house, and 
gaol. 

Wednesdat 30th July.* From Lismore 
to Fermov XV miles, and to Mallow xv 
more. A rich country, cultivated high up the 
hills. Pass by Castle Richard on the right, 
and descend to the banks of the ^lackwater,. 
about six miles from Fermot; See Macollop, 
with a ruined casde in the vale near the river, 
backed by fine orchards *. Skirt the vale for 
sometime; strong crops of corn, neglected pas- 
tures : the banks of the river appear flat and 
uninteresting. Before I reached Ferbcot, I ob^ 
served two ruined castles on the right, which 

* I find that this castle beloiigod formerly to the powerful fa- 
mily of the Earls of Desmond^ one of whom, Jam^^ the SccentA 
t>arl^ died there in liS2. 
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I suppose are those of CaeHickabeici^ and 
LxcLASH, mentioned in the Iter, page 361. 

The town of Fermoy has undergone consi- 
derable alterations and improvements, since 
Mr. Smith wrote his History of Cork. A mag- 
nificent pile of building on a bill adjoining the 
town, a spacious and commodious inn"*, a 
square and streets have been added, all the 
work of one spirited individual, Mn Ander* 
80K. This town is seated on the banks of the 
Eiver Blackwateb, over which there is a 
bridge of 19 arches; built (according to Mr. 
Smith) itt the year l6S9f at the expense of 
^7500. 

Leaving Fermoy, the river again makes its 
appearance, flowing in a serpentine course on 
the left, beneath the elevated terrace of the 
road. Castle Htde, the seat of a family of 
the same name t ; well wooded^ well kept, and 

* The landlord of this inn fShekanJ has printed the pricet 
he charges for post horses to their different stag^ : an useful hint 
to travellers in a country where all charges in this line are mada 
ad libUumf and are not regulated by the mile, but by the job. 

t A gentleman of this family. Sir Jrtiur Byde^ was made a 
Knight Banneret, by Queen EiisuAeth, for his gallant bthatiour, 
and raising a regiment in England, at the time of the invasion 
by the ImomabU Armada. Her majesty afterwards gnuited him 
near 6000 acres of land in this county, which came to the^ 
crown by the attainder of OirM^ Barl efDemmmd. 

SmiaM^Cork,TQlA.p.9M. 
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Well hidden froni the eye of tbe passenger by t 
high wall, that surrounds the demesne*. Oa 
looking back, see the ruins of a square tower. 
Which I imagine to be Creg Castle^ built by the 
Roches ; a circular earthen work, with a val^ 
turn and fosse close to tbe road on the right ; a 
. ruined church, with a vault on the same side, 
tod a rich vale with wood on the l^ft. 

The village of Ballyhooly, on the Black* 
WAtER^ would have afforded some good sub- 
jects for my pencil, but a violent and incessant 
rain confined me to my carriage. Here are the 
remains of a castle, which belonged formerly 
to the Roche family, and on their forfeiture, 
eame to Sir Richard Aldworth. Crossed 
the River Awbeg, leaving Castle-town" 
Roche at a little distance to thb right f. £n* 



* My friends who had pointed out to me this tour on the 
Bhckwaier^ had unfortunately forgotten to apprize me of these 
tremendous barricadoes, and that the shores of the river could 
only be seen by an equestrian or pedestrian traveller. 

Mr. Smith mentions a curious Druidical monument or crom- ^ 
lech, called Labactdlf^ on the road fpom Fermoy to Glamoortk, 
and a mile from the latter, due east. Vol u.page 4l6. 

t By the mistake of my postillion, I avoided this village,which 
has been represented as situated in a deep and picturesque glen, 
And bearing the remains of an ancient castle, belonging to the 
RocheSf Lords of Fermoy^ which they forfeited : of which trans- 
action, Mr. Smith gives the foUowing^account : ** This fomily was 
attainted and outlawed, for being concerned in the Irish rebel* 
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cloflEurea Vith hedges of furze, and miserable 
oottages ; orchards still continue. Strong crops 
of wheat. See some ruins on the left ; descend 
to the Blackwater ; fine grove of trees in the 
vale beneath ; a large gentleman's seat upon 
high ground across the river, well wooded ; in a 
field to the right, I observed a circular earthen 
work ; and in the same field beyond it, I saw 
(as I thought) some large upright stones; and 
another circular work in a field further on« I 
rested for tjtie night at Mallow, and found to- 
lerable accommodations at the New Inn. 

I am just interrupted by a busy hum in the 
streets, an immense crowd following the mourn- 
ful bier of a departed soldier. Cap, sword, and 
belt, lying on the co6Sn. Soldiers with .arms re- 
versed. Music playing the 104th psalm; an 

lion of l641y and lost their estate; thoiigh Maurice^ Lord Roeke^ 
who was the forfeiting person, had a regiment in JP/oniers, and 
gave King CherUi the Seamd a considerable part of his pay, 
during the exile of that prince; for which, and other services, he 
expected, upon the Restoration, to have his lands restored, and 
petitioned the king for that purpose, being then in a very poor 
way; but that prince did nothing more than allow a small 
pension to the family. The Earl of Orrery^ in i667> recom- 
mended this nobleman to the Duke of Ormonde saying, '' It is a 
greef to me to see a nobleman of so ancient a family, left with- 
out any maintenance ; and being able to do no more than I 
have done, I could not deny to do for him what I could do, to 
lament his lamentable state to your grace .^ 

Smithes Corkf vol, i. p. 338. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UALIOW. 121 

affecting sight : heard the vollles fired over his 
grave. Music returns, pla:}'ing a more cheerful 
tune. 

The town of Mallow is pleasantly situated 
on the north banks of the Blackwater, over 
which there is a bridge of several arches : on 
the same side of the river, and immediately ad- 
joining the town, is the rich and well wooded 
demesne of the Jephsok family, in which arc 
considerable ruins of an old castle. Smith in« 
forms us, that its name was Castle Gak, or 
the Short Castle^ and records the following 
anecdote connected with its history. In the 
year 1641-2, Lord Mountgarbet marched 
with the Irish forces to Mallow. The south 
castle was then committed by its owner, Cap- 
tain Jephson, to the charge of Arthur Bet- 
TEfSWORTH; and the north castle (the one I am 
now speaking of) was bravely defended by 
Lieutenant Richard Williamson, but was 
at length obliged to capitulate. 

After the surrender of Short Castle, Wil- 
liamson went into a public house, with some 
of his men, and a few of the Irish, to drink; 
he had not sate long, when an Irish officer en^ 
tered the room, with another man, who laid 
down a block, and a large broad sword ; which 
apparatus startling Williamson, he asked, 
what they were for? and was answered, " to 
strike off his and his men's heads:" which was 
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BO sooner spoke, but W1LI.1 amson iitatchftf up 
the sword ; with his left hand took h6ld of the 
Irish officer by the hair, and drew him to the 
ifery walls of the other castle, not far distant, 
where he gave him some kicks, and letting him 
go, entered the castle with his men. fW. i. 
p. 326. Mallow consists principally of cmi 
long street, and is much resorted to by compa* 
pany in the summer months^ fbr the benefit df 
its medicinal springs, and the enjoyment of iti 
pleasant natural situation* 

Thvbsdat aist JwLT. From Mallow to 
CaARL£viLL£ XV MILES* Opes country, fnrse 
bedges, e:(tensive view, and dteary nKiantftilis 
covered with heath on the right. I passed dose 
to the ruins of BALLTBCa Abbey on the left,sw« 
rounded by a noiserabk village, and presenting 
Bothing interesting in their outline *, though the 
fragments still renminiBg seem to indicate a 
building of some importance. It ooce possessed a 
most curious equestrian statue, m brass,, of its 
founder, Philip i>£ Barri. 

At a short distance from hence, and traverse 
by the public road, is Buttiivakt, another 
mean village, but larger than the former. This 

* Philip de Barri founded a priory kerc for r^^fUhr eaBoaii 
following the rule of Si. Augwtin^ and dedicated it to ^ 
Thomas, the favourite Saint of that, age ; he endowed, it in the 
year 1239, in remembrance of which, bis equestrian statuci in 
brass was erected ia tbe lAur^b* JnMctk, f. 66, 
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aierltt the attentton of the trdveller. Its envU 
Tons present many ruins, of which those of 
the abbey are the most conspicuous. Its name 
is said to have been derived from a word given 
in a battle fought near this place, by Davib 
DE Barri, who here overthrew the Mac* 
Caetys, and cried out ^^Boutezen evanty^ or 
pushforwardy which is at present the motto of 
the Barrymoi^e family, who take the title of 
Viscount from this place. The foundation of 
the abbey is generally attributed to David be 
Barri, in the reign of King Edward, thr 
First, who lies interred in the choir* Its iit- 
habitants were conventual Franciscans. 

* Mr. Archdale expresses some doubt about the period of the 
foundation of this abbey, which is gdnferally attributed to David 
de Barriy A* D. l!290. He thmks that an e^Uer da^ should be 
assigned to it, as he finds that William de Barri^ m the year 
1273, granted the whole church of Cathindttfgan to the^ Prior (^ 
Bvttevant, He adds, ^^ that some are of opinion, that this house 
owed its origin to one of the family of Prendergast ; bul the 
monument of the Borrf^ being in the centre of the choir, con* 
firms to them the honour of this.foundation. 

Wi9k«n, dfi Barrif the ancestor of this family, was first settled 
at Mofwrhter in Pembroh$kire. He married jMgharad,dnu^i&t 
of Sfesty who was daughter of the illustrious Rk/t op Gruffyd^ 
Prince of South Wales; and sister to Bjohert Fitz-Stephenf and 
BiDbert Fitz-Gertdd, She had four sons, one of whom was the well 
kno^n Giraldus de Barri^ commonly called Cambrenm^ or the 
Welshman. Robert^ the eldest boo> accompanied Fitz-Stephem 
into Ireland, in. Il69p %Qd i(ras of great service to that chieftain 
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The remains of this abbey testify its ancient 
grandeur and goodarchitectureydifleringini some 
particulars from any I have seen during my 
tour. The round arches, supporting the turret, 
are particularly elegant, being encircled in their 
whole outline by taper columns, divided by 
bands into different compartments : the same 
style of ornament decorates the windows. In 
the southern transept, is a handsome trefoil 
tomb ; and both within the walls of the church 
and its precincts, are many inscriptions, some of 
which are old. Mr. Archdale says, *^ that 
about 'the middle of the last century, the fol- 
lowing inscription was visible on an ancient 
stone in the wall of the chapter house. 

PHILIl^PE DE LA CHAPPELLE GIST ICI, 
DIEU DE SON ALME AY MERCY. 

He also adds, that the walls of this monastery 

iatke reduction of Wexford. If we may credit the account given 
of him by his brother, in his Hihemia expugnata,p. 763, he was^ 
a knight of so distinguished and amiable a character, that he 
iiras honoured with the title of Barri Mamry or Barri the Great : 
from whom it was continued in the family of Barrj/m&rc. Be- 
ing killed at lamore^ about the year 1185, his brother PkiUp 
de Barriy came over with a select body of men, to assist his uncl^ 
KiZ'-StepifHy and Raymond le Gros, and to him is attributed the 
endowment of the Friary rfBaihfheg^ in 12S9. 

Lodges feert^e^ vol. uf. i287« 
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were finely painted in fresco. The area of the 
church is crowded with tombstones, and thickly 
strewed with fragments of coffins, bones, and 
skulls. I have before had occasion to remark 
this irreligious indecency, and in no place I 
have seen so little reverence paid to the dead ; 
for here you may see coffins with skeletons ex- 
posed to public sight through the apertures of 
the stone ; and coffins taken up unperished, to 
make room for fresh interments. The scene 
which presented itself to me, on entering these 
hallowed walls, struck me most forcibly; it was 
truly impressive, and all was in character; 
skulls, bones^ and coffins, thick around me; 
the Sexton digging a fresh grave, and a hoary 
old man kneeling before the altar, with his ro- - 
sary and cross in his hand, bewailing the loss 
of some dear relative, whose grave was at that 
time preparing to receive him, and whose cof- 
fin lay hard by. 

Under this abbey was a crypt, which is still 
accessible from the east, on which side runs a 
rapid stream. Many good subjects may be here 
found for the pencil, both within and without 
the walls of the monastery. On the N. West 
tide of the church, stands a ruined tower, called 
CuLLEN, and said to have been erected by an 
Earl of Desmond^ who retired thither. Mr. 
Smith informs us, that two other churches 
stood in the same churchyard ; the one dedi- 
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rated to St Bridost, the other to the Virgxv 
^ART ; and that the whole town seemed for* 
merly to have been an assemblage of diurches 
And religious houses, which being disserved, 
the to]Hrn consequently went, with them, to 
ruins* 

'^ The levelled town with w^eds lies covered o'er, 
^ Tbe hollow winds through naked temples roar, 
Round broken columns clasping ivy twined. 
O'er heaps of ruins stalk'd the stately hind ; 
The fox obscene to gaping tombs retires. 
And savage bowlings fill the sacred quires." 

The above lines of Mr. Pope hare been most 
appropriately applied to Buttevakt ; ibr a 
more desert and melanchcdy village caxmot be 
seen, or more £Eillen from its andent ttate of 
opulence and monastick grandeur. It "wai 
called, in ecclesiastical books, jBoteak; aod 
by the Irish^and our poet Spek6&b, Kibkeh^l* 
tJMn ; its precincts were surrounded by *anrall 
and gateways, and it enjoyed the privileges .of 
an'vancient corporation. 

^From the inconveniemsy attending a ohatse 
and post horses, I could not visit an interesting 
and classical spot, not far distant from my road) 
KixcoLMAN> the residence of our poet Spsn* 
SER, where he composed his poem of the Fairjf 
Quew. As some future traveller, with horses 
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and leisui^ at his command, may be desirous of 
visiting this spot, I shall transcribe the account 
which Mr. Smith has given of it in bis History 
qfCork, vol. I p. 533. '' Two miles N.W. of 
DoNi^EAiLE, is KiLCoxMAN, a ruined castle 
of the Earls of Desmonp, but more celebrat- 
ed for being the residence of the immortal 
Spenser, where he composed his divine poem^ 
the Fairy Queen. The castle is now almost le- 
vel to the ground, and was situated on the N. 
side of a fine lake, in the midst of a vast plain, 
terminated to the east, by the County of Wa- 
TERFORD mountains : Ballthowra hills to the 
0orth, or, as Spenser terms them, the Moun- 
iains of Mole : Nagle mountains to the souths 
and the mountains of Kerry to the west. It 
commanded a vie^v of above half the breadth of 
Ireland, and must have been, when the adjV 
cent uplands were wooded, a most pleasant and 
t^mautic situation ; from whence, no doubt, 
Sl*£NSER drew several parts of the scenery of 
his poem. 

In July, 1580, AiiTHua, Lord Gret ow 
WiLXON, was nominated to the Lieutenancy of 
Ireland, and Spenser was appointed his se- 
cretary. To the interest of this nobleman, 
and the patronage of Lord Leicester aud Sir 
P*iLiP SiDNET, Spenser probably owed the 
f^nt from Qxtebn Elizabeth of above three 
thousand acres of land in the County of CorKi 



Digitized by 



Google 



IS8 KILCOLUAV. 

out of the forfeited lands of the Earjlof Dm* 
ifOND*. In this retreat, Spenser contracted 
an intimacy with the celebrated Sir Walter 
Rajleigh, whom he describes as sitting beside 
him on the banks of the MuLLA^or Aubeg, lis- 
tening to his musick. 

'' And, when he heard the musicke which I made. 

He found himselfe full greatly pleas'd at it : 

Yet, aemuling my pipe, he tooke in hond 

My pipe, hefore that aemuled of manyy 

And plaid thereon: (for well that skill he conM ;) 

Himselfe as skillfull in that art as any/' 

His Biographer (Mr. Todd) tells us, that in 
the year 1594, he was united in marriage to his 
Rosalind, whose beauty and accomplishments 
he had celebrated in numerous sonnets ; that in 
1597, he returned from England, with the ex- 

* The forfeited estate of this powerful Earl, is said by histo- 
rians to have exceeded five hundred thousand acres: of whicb 
the celebrated Sir Walter Raleigh^ who by his activity, had 
greail^-contributed to suppress the rebellion of Desmond^ re- 
ceived a considerable portion amounting to twelve thousand 
acres. TaMs Life afSpensery T. i. p. 62. 

Moryson^ in his Itinerary ^ says, that the lands of the Earl rf 
Desmond amounted, in English measure, to 574628 acres, which, 
upon his attainder, fell to the crown. Some part was restored 
to the offenders, and the rest was divided into seignorics, granted 
by letters patent to certain English knights and esquires, who^ 
upon this gift, and the conditions whercunto they were tied, 
had the common name of Underiaheru 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHARLEVILLE. 129 

l^ectatioTi of passing the remainder of his days 
with his family at Kilcolmak. In September, 
1598, he was recommended by Queen£Li2AB£TH 
as a fit person to serve the office of SherifFfor the 
County of Cork ; but in the next month, the 
rebellion of the treacherous Tyrone burst forth 
with irresistible fury, and occasioned the imme- 
diate flight of Spenser and his family from 
KiLCOLMAN. In the confusion attending this 
calamity, one of his children appears to have 
been left behind. The rebels, after carrying off 
the goods, burnt the house, and this infant in 
it. Spenser arrived in England, with a heart 
broken in consequence of these misfortunes, 
and died in the month of January following. 
Todd's Life of Spenser^ Tom. 1. p. cxxix. 

** O early lost, what tears the river shed ! 
His drooping swans on ev'rynote expire. 
And on his willows hung each muse's lyre.* Pops. 

Continuing my journey, I crossed a part of 
the Ballyhoora hills, (which from their eleva- 
tion hardly deserve the name of mountains) 
where an extensive prospect of uninteresting 
country, terminated by the Gaulty moun- 
tains, presents itself. 

Charlevi tLE. The fracture of a spring con- 
fined me to this dull town for the remainder of 
the day. Its appearance in former times, when 
honoured with the residence of the EabliS of 

K 
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OrrebIT) ttoi3thaVebeea Very different*. Fronr 
Mr-SfttrrH'l Aall ^Ktract the folio witig account 
of it: *' Cha«i»bVii.le> before called Rathooi4 
bAV^ a corporation erected at the expence 
and encouragement of Uo^er, the fifst Eabl 
or Orbbby, Lord President of Munster^ who 
here kept his residential, and adorned the 
town vitfa a magnificent house f) to which he 
added noble gardens and a fine park. 

This house was burnt down in the year I69O; 
by a party of King James's soldiers, with the 
Duke of Berwick at their head, who, after 
be had dihtd in it, left it in a flame ; which 
had this farther.aggrayating circnmstance, that, 
at the time of its being demolished, it belonged 
to LioNEX, the grandson of the nobleman who 
built it, who was then a minor, and upon his 

* There are two inni at CkarlevUU^ uearly opposite to each 
other, with post horses ; the Duke of York on the left, the Miti' 
tarj/ BoUl on the right 1 the latter of whkh appears the Ikst, 
though I stopped at the former. 

t Hie foundation of this house was laid on the 29th of May, 
1661. His lordship, in ^letter to the DukeofOrmond, 1662, says, 
" That he hopes, by his griceTs ikvour, to get it made a borotigh, 
and have it bear the name oiChMrUvUle; it being now odted by 
the heathenish name of Rat hgogan.*' His lordship adds, <' I admit 
neither presbyter, papist, independent, nor, as our proclamation 
says, any other sort of ^ fanatick, to plant there, but all good 
protesknts ; and am setting up manufaclufes of likens and 
wootten ckylhs, and M oiOier good trades.^ 
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travekmto foreign kingdoma; yet, at lie was 
a protestant, atul descended from ancestors who 
had been firm and faithful in that persuasion, 
his house, his library, his papers^ and all hia 
goods, were piously devoted to the flar^eii 
" Tmtum religio potuif' 

Fbidat 1 August. From Charleville ta 
TipPERARY XXI MILES. I passcd thxough one 
of the old city gates of Kilmallock, and cast 
a longing eye on its interesting ruins. Rich 
and level country, cultivated with bere*, flax, 
and potatoes, spotted occasional!}* with gentle- 
men's seats. I adopt the word spotted, because 
from the small plantations of trees with which 
they are usually surrounded, they appear like 
so many green spots on a surface otherwise des- 
titute of foliage. See on the right, a square 
tower with projections at the top, tolerably . 
perfect; a cemetery on the left, and close to 
it an earthen tumulus. I baited my horses and 
breakfasted at the little village of Elton, near 
which is a well wooded seat of the Grady fa- 
mily. The population of this district seems 
great, if I may judge from the numerous cot- 
tages dispersed over it ; but they still bear the 
same miserable appearance and cons.truction. 
The lofty range of the Gaulty mountains pre- 

^ Berfi IS a speeies of bearded corn, of the barley kind, but 
grows stronger and coajner, and ripens sooner than e^b^ wheat 
or barley. 
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Hsents a rudely broken outline on the right*. Oil 
leaving Elton, see an earthen tumulus on the 
left, and beyond it, apparently another of a 
flatter construction. Same style of country, 
neglected pastures, and disgusting hovels. A 
church in ruins upon an eminence to the right. 

* Mr. Youngj in his Tour, (VoL ii. p, 62.) gives a very anp 
mated account of this range of mountains, and strongly recom- 
mends them to the traveller's attention, in the following words : 
" Those who are fond of scenes in which nature reigns in all her 
wild magnificence, should visit this stupendous cham. It con- 
sists of maiiy vast mountains, thrown together m an assemblage 
of the most interesting features; from boldness and height of th« 
declivities, freedom of outline, and variety of parts; filling a 
space of about six miles by three or four. GaUymore is the 
highest point, and rises like the lord and father of the surround- 
ing progeny. From the top yovL look down upon a great extent 
of mountain, which shelves away from him to the south; east* 
and lyest ; but to the north, the ridge is alnK)st a perpendicular 
declivity." There are several lakes on these mountains, which, 
from their regular and circular shape, are supposed to have 
been. produced by volcanic matter. The glens also diverging 
from these mountains, contain many natural beauties, particu* 
larly the western one, which presents a ^viq cascade. Mv.Ymng 
concludes his description of this district, by recommending the* 
following route to those whose curiosity may induce them to 
follow his steps. " A good line in which to view these objects, 
18 to take the Killarney and Mallow road, to MitchtUtowny and 
from thence by Lord Kingsborough*s new one, to Skeheenrmktff 
there to take one of the glens to Galty-heg and Galty-more, and 
return to Mitcheistown by the Wolfs Tracks Tefnplehill; snd the 
Waterfall ; or if the Cork road is travelling, to make BaUyporeen^ 
(where there is an excellent inn) the quarters, and Yi«w th» 
mountains from thence.^ 
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[Quere. Is it not built within an earthen enclo- 
sure? the rain prevented my viewing it] Close 
to the road side, on the left, are the puinsof a 
spacious mansion, called Damer's Court, the 
seat of the Damer family, the head of which 
now bears the title of Dorchester, The roof 
of the adjoining chapel is falling in, and shortly 
will follow the fate of the neighbouring man-r 
sion house. In a field close to the road side on 
the right, I observed a large stone, with some 
smaller near it, which appeared to me to bear 
the marks of a ruined Cromlech; but a violent 
rain still confined me within my carriage. I 
mention these little particularities, as hints to 
travellers, who may have leisure and fine wea- 
ther to examiiiie if my suppositions are well 
founded. In travelling through a new country, 
the eye should ever be upon the watch: its 
soil, produce, character, all should be examined ; 
and by the artist, every effect of light and 
shade; nay every stone, weed, or wall, may 
hear its proportionate degree of interest. Per- 
haps on no one occasion do the love and know- 
ledge of drawing and painting, contribute so 
much to the amusement of those who cultivate 
them, as in travelling through a dreary country, 
unvaried by tlie beautiful irregularities and de- 
corations of nature ; for even there the eye of 
science will discover some latent beauties, some 
harmonious tiuts,some striking eftects of nature. 
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I was detained at Tippebaet some hoars 
for want of horses, and was at last obliged to 
continue my journey to Cashel with the 
same, x' miles* The town of Tipperaey 
consists of one long street ; and I could not 
le4rn that it contained any objects worthy of 
the stranger's notice ; nor is it, I believe, de- 
scribed in the Iten The country in its neigh* 
bourhood iitiproves somewhat, is better culti- 
vated, and has more hedges. See on the right 
fe large raised tumulus^ with an attached out- 
work. Thomas-town is in the same direction; 
the seat of Lord LLANDAFF,surrounded by ex^ 
tensive plantations : see a nursery for forest trees: 
Happy would it be for Ireland, if they were 
more frequent ! On the left, are the ruins of a 
tower within a gentleman's demesne. Cross the 
River Suir at the village of Goolden, where 
a round tower (but not one of the lofty species) 
composes well with the bridge, river, &c. and 
forms a good subject for the pencil. Another 
gentleman s seat on the left. The Rock of 
Cashel opens to view ; and bad cultivation 
reappears. At the Castle Inn (Ryall's) I 
found good accommodations. 

Cashel. The antiquary, the historian, and 
the artist, will experience a rich treat in view- 



♦ The King's Arm Inn^ (Reacts J at the end of the town, is 
the best inn. 
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ingtiae ^odesuMtieal ranains that still crawa 
the Rock oj' Cashel* A jitoae roofed cbapel, 
a round tower/ and a i^actous catbedfaJ^ com-* 
pose this varied aDdiaterestinggroup of build- 
ings. The former most ^ar^cularly claims our 
atfe^ation, being of a singular construction, and 
the best preserved edifice of the sort -in Jrk^ 
lJl^d; it bears adso a date of very high anti* 
quity ; its foundation being almost universally 
attributed to Cormac, son of Cul^kak, King 
of MuKSTER, and Archbisht^of Cas^el, who 
flourisiied at the beginning of the tenth .cen- 
tury"*. We have to regret that Mr. ArohdalEi 
in his Monasticon^ has passed over this building 
in total silence; and also that he has said so 
little respecting the more modern cathedrals 
Dr. Ledwich has published a dissertation on the 
stone roofed chapels of the ancient Irish, wijth 
a particular account ^f Cormac's Ch^pel^ and 
a pJan and section, which do not give a just 
idea of it ; the perspective being ' false, arid 
making it appear of larger dimensions than in 
reality it is- Speaking of Corma^, be says, 
"that Irish^omantic history tells us, that li^ 
was descended from ©LLioirOiuM, King of 

* To Cormacy are attributed two literary compositions; the 

Pslater ofCasheiy and a Glossary : the former is often mentioned 

and extolled by Irish anti((uari)ss, though its present existence 

-i« very doubtful : a part is said t6 have been preserved in the 

Bodleian library at Oxford. 
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MuNSTER, of the EuGENiAN race, and that he 
ijra« proclaraicd King of Cashel A.D. 902, ac- 
cording to the annals of Innisfallen, exer- 
cising at the same time the archiepiscopal func- 
tions. That in 906, he was suddenly attacked 
by Flan, King of Meath, and byCARRiBHAL, 
King of Lei NST£R,.who plundered his country; 
that in 907, he defeated these enemies on the 
plains of MoYLENA in Meath, but in 9O8, he 
was again invaded, and fell in a battle on the 
plain of MoTAiLBE, not far from Leighlin. 
But I rely more on the testimony of Garadoc 
of Lhancarvan for his existence, than the 
plausible fictions of national writers ; and I 
think that this Welsh Chronicler mentions his 
being slain by the Danes *. ^ 

♦ Ledivick, p. 148, On referring to the old edition of the 
Welsh Chronicle, edited by Dr. Pawel^ I find the following pas- 
sage : The Danes, i^bout theyeare 905, entered into Ireland, and 
fbu^t with the Irishmen, and slue Carmoty King and Bishop of 
nit Ireland, and the sohne of Cukeman^ a man both godlie and 
religious, and Kymalt sonne of Murgan, King of Lagmes (Leinr 
ster.J But the original version of the Welsh Chronicle, printed 
in the Myot/rian Archceology, vol. ii. p. 484, * differs somewhat 
from the above. Anno 905, "y buvarw Gorcht/xcyl escolf a Cormoc 
vrenhin ac escob hoU Irurddon, A gwr nunor y ^efyd ay gardawt 
oed, Culennan alas yn yr ytnlad kwnnw ac y bu varw KynialU 
vab Murcgan brenhin Laginensiu yn diwed yr yndad!* " A.D. 905, 
Gorchywyl, the Bishop, died, and Cormoc, King and Bishop of 
all Ireland ; and he was a great man for piety and charity. Cu: 
lennafi was slain in battle, and Kymalt, son of Murcgan, King 
of Lagene, (Leinster) died at the end of the battle." 
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This building was certainly the first, if not 
the only one, tliat in ancient times graced the 
summit of the Rock of Cash el. Its walls and 
roof are entirely constructed with stone : the 
latter ridged up to an angle, in the form of a 
wedge*; a peculiarity which all the stone 
roofed, chapels seem to have throughout Ireland. 
On entering this chapel from the southern side 
of the choir of the cathedral, you evidently 
perceive, that the southern wall of the new 
edifice has intersected a part of the roof of the 
more ancient one. A most curious Saxon door- 
way, decorated with the zigzag and bead orna- 
ments now presents itself: over the arch is a 
singular device very rudely sculptured in has 
relief, representing a man shooting at a beast 
with a bow and arrow. It is difficult to say, 
what animal this is intended to represent ; it is 
of a large species, and has claws. The soffit of 
this arch is very elegant in its design and exe- 
cution. Every lover of British antiquity, will 
be highly gratified with the first sight of this 
very curious chapel. Its roof is of stone, groined 
with square ribs, springing from short Saxon 

> 

* There are many remains of these stone roofed chapels in 
Ireland, but none so rich in their construction and decorations 
as the one at CasheL -I have before noticed one at Killaloe; and 
there is another near Dublin, dedicated to St Doulach, on the 
road to MaMide, 
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|>iUar8 with varied capitals. Aitbeicastera end 
18 a large recess, sei^u^tcd fxosn the mstem 
|»rt of the building by a very ridi Saxdaarcfa, 
ornamented with the grotesque heads of men 
and beasts, placed at certain interrals around 
the arch| from its base upwards. Within the 
recess, is another of smaller dimensions, which 
was intended probably for the sdtar. The walls 
of each are relieved by blank art^hes, ami seve- 
ral grotesque hands appear in the cieling. The 
pilasters in the nave of the chapel, from nrhich 
the bhuik arches spring, have been richly deco- 
rated with ditferent devices, bntfrom the dark- 
ness that pervades the building, they cannot be 
aufficiently distinguished On the north side of 
tins chapel, is a small room, into which yoii 
pass under the fine Saxon doorway, before de- 
scribed ; where a niche in the wall is said to 
have sheltered the tomb of the royal and reve- 
rend founder. Opposite to tins doorway, is an- 
other facing south, which must be viewed irom 
the outside. Over the arch is the figure of a 
strange and unknown animal, having a cross 
marked on its hinder fianks. It was accidentally 
discovered during the late rebellion, in 1796, by 
some soldiers endeavouring to force a way into 
the chapel through the doorway which had 
been stopped up. The outside walls on the 
south side of the chapel, have blank arches, and 
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pillars with grotesque heads, ftnd a square tower 
attached to it. Over each recess in the chapel^ 
there is a vaulted apartment, with a stone roof; 
On an impartial revit^w of this biiilding, I 
am inclined to think that too remote a date has 
not been ascribed to its foundation ; its ma* 
sonry, architecture, and ornaments, are cer- 
tainly the production of a very early age ; and 
the round tower was probably erected at or 
near the same period. It stands at the eastern 
angle of the north transept; and it appears 
very evident, that the walls of the cathedral 
were annexed to it at a subsequent period. 
This tower is very perfect, and has its sl^one 
roof entire ; like the one before mentioned at 
Cloyne, it had windows to light each sepa* 
rate floor, of which the signs are very percep- 
tible by the projecting layers of stones : the 
original doorway was towards the south ; this 
has been walled up, and another opened into 
the cathedral, from whence you may view the 
whole height of this curious lantern. 

Let us now consider the more modern parts 
of this group. The cathedral, still venerable 
amidst its ruins, and a most imposing object to 
all the surrounding country, owes its rise to 
Donald O'Brienj King of Limerick, who 
in the year 11 69, built a new church from the 
iground, still preserving the more ancient Cba« 
pel <>f CoEHAC and the round tower, uninjur- 
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ed. In the year 1216^ Don at, Archbishop of 
the See, erected the town into a borough, and 
in 1320, it was encompassed by a stone wall: 
In the reign of King Henry V, A. D. 1421, 
being much decayed, it was repaired by 
Richard O'Hedian, Archbishop of the See ; 
who also built a hall for the vicars choral. 
About the year 1495, this cathedral was burned 
by the Earl of Kildare, who, by this savage 
act, intended tp wreak his vengeance on Arch- 
bishop Creagh, whom he supposed to be with- 
in the walls at the time of the conflagration * 
It was fortified during the civil wars, and in 
1647, was stormed and taken by Lord Inchi- 
auiN. The performance of divine service con- 

* Mr, LodgCy in his genealogy of the Desmond family, relate 
on this occasion the following anecdote of Geraldf the eighth 
Earl of Kildare. Amongst other charges, having been accused 
of burning the Church of Ctf^Ae/, he readily confessed it, and 
swore, " that he never would have done it, but tliat he thought the 
Archbishop v^as in ^/' This frank confession, and voluntary de- 
claration of the niost aggravating circumstance, convinced the 
King (Henry VII,) that a person of such natural innate phiin- 
ness and simplicity, could not be guilty of those intrigues im- 
puted to him : so that when the Bishop of Meath^ his most in- 
veterate accuser, concluded his last article with this sharp ex- 
pression : " Fou see what a man he is ; all Ireland cannot rule 
yonder gentlefnan ;** the King replied, *^ If it is sOy theji he is m^et 
to rule all Ireland, seeing all Ireland cannot rule him ;** and accord- 
ingly made him Lord Lieutenant, by patent, dated 6 August, 
1496, restored him to his honour and estate, and dismissed him 
with many rich preseats. Lodges Peerage^ voL up. %€^ 
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tinucd within it till the, year 1754 or 1752/ 
When Archbisliop Price unroafed the choir, 
and by thus exposing it to the effects of the 
veather, speedily converted it into a ruin. On 
a more recent survey, by orders of Archbishop 
Agar, who was desirous of restoring to the 
Rock its long lost religious honours, it was 
found to be in so ruinous a condition, that its 
reparation was deemed useless ; upon which, a 
new church was erected within the town, in a 
more commodious, though less commanding, 
situation. 

The ancient building presents a mixture of 
iniiitary and ecclesiastical architecture, by which 
its external appearance is rendered much more 
picturesque. It is more to be admired as a 
grand and well broken mass of masonry, than 
for the elegance of either its plan or decora- 
tions. The whole is of the narrow pointed or- 
der, and has the peculiarity of having no 
western portal, the entrance doors being placed 
to the north and south of the west window ; 
the latter of which is only now open. The only 
monument worth recording, is that of Arch* 
bishop Macrath, bearing date 1631*. It is 
placed against the south wall of the choir, and 
represents the effigy of this dignitary in a re- 

'^ In my account ofLismore^ I have had occasion to mention 
iW same Archbishop. ^ 
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cufiibeatattitude^.with his right haod i^on his 
breast, ^ntl holding in hi^ left the pa^itQi:^! BVsiff. 
On a tablet i&;this inscriptiou*. 

MILERI MACRATH ARCHIEP^USCOPI CASHELLENSIS 

ad viatorem carmen. 

Venef^t in D«mum prime sanctissimus oUm 

iPatricius, nostri gloria magna soli. 
Huk ego succedenSy utinam tarn sanctus ut ille f 

Sic Dam primo tempore Frcesul eram. 
AngUa lustra decem^sed post tua sceptrd colebam, 

Principibus placui, Marie tonante, tuis. 
Hie ubi sum positus^ non sum^ sum non^ ubi non sum. 

Sum nee in ambobus^ sum sed utroque loco. 

Dominusesi qui mejudicat. ICor! 1621. 
Qui staff caveat ne cadat. 

At his head is an escutcheon of arms, and at 
his feet is the figure of our Saviour on the cross, 
badly sculptured in has relief. 

On the south side af the cathedral, is an edifice 
called the Dean's Hall; and over the chimney is 
the following inscription, which my guide told 
me had puzzled many people ; but its meaning 
is very evident. 

F. S. E. T. E. H. ME. FIERI. F^ 

These letters commemorate the pereonB who 
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caused this chiomey piece to be made^ bat tlie 
initial lettera of their names are only record- 
ed* Between this building and die Ghurcb, is 
a curioius stone, elevated upon a large blocks 
one side of which represents a crucifixioo, and 
the other a figure comraonly ascribed to St.Pa- 

THJECK. 

Tlie Fuia& of another large monastick build-r 
ing witliin the town of Cashjel are: appropri- 
ated to modern uses ; and there was a third re- 
ligious hou^e^ called Racket's Abbet, situated 
at the rear of Friar Street, but now in ruin^« 

At a short di^stance from the towiii and in a 
wetterly dtteelion^ arc the remains of Hqbe 
Ab^be,t> tlie most jemarkable particular of which 
is the groined roof that supported the turret^ 
andwlyohis stiti in good pre^iervation. It waf 
originally founded for Beuedictine^, ajid wat 
caUed St, Miotr'd Abbey of the Rock; of 
Gash£x; but the Atchbtshq)^ Davio M^Cab- 
viUL, having dreamed, in the year lafi^ or 
1S7S> that these monks had made an attempt 
to cat off his head, he violently dispossessed 
them* of itheir house, bnds^. &c* and g^ve the 
whole of their possessions to a body of Cis- 
tercian monks, whom he brought from the Ab- 
bey of Meeufokt, in the Comxtf of Lowth^ 



* I skottU read tlu&^iascriptioQ thus : " f s -ef j& a* m&Jitrife^ 
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and at the same time took upon himself the 
habit of that order. Archdale, p* 650. This 
author, has been as diffuse in the description of 
this abbey, as he has been neglectful in that of 
the cathedraL 

The County of Tipi^erarit abounds in mo- 
nastick ruins, one of which, Athassel, has 
been amply described by Mr. Archdale, and 
by Ledwich ; it is situated about three miles 
S.W. of Cashei. 

Cashel has also been much celebrated in 
history for the synod that was held there in 
the year 1172, the particulars of which, toge- 
ther with the heads of the constitutions esta- 
blished there, have been recorded by Giraldus 
Ca^brensis, in his ^^ History of Ir eland j^ 
Book xii. Chapters 33 and 4, and published in 
English by the Historian Holli>^8hed. 

From Cashel I made an excursion to the 
Abbey of Holy Cross, of which fame had 
spoken loudly; my expectations therefore were 
highly raised with the hopes of seeing a mo« 
nastick building, superior in architectural 
splendour to any in Ireland**. It is situated 

* I have frequently^ during my tour, bad cause to complain 
of the want of .infoi'mation, titste and judgment amongst the 
natives respecting similar antiquities, as well as natural curio^ 
sitips: but it is tjie business and duty of a touristy who in his 
travels cbmbines the pursuits of amusement with that of infomi- 
atiouy not to give credit to every d^ultory account he mi^ 

4 
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on the River SuiRE,about seven miles north of 
Cashel, and at first sight, is by no means pre- 
possessing in its external appearance, or natu- 
ral accompaniments ; neither will it afford one 
good subject for the pencil. The interior of the 
building claims our attention, not from the ge- 
neral architecture that pervades it, but from 
two rich monumental relicks, that differ in their 
plan from any I have seen either in England or 
Ireland. The first is a Gothic tomb very 
richly sculptured, with a projecting canopy of 
stone, supported by three trefoil arches, spring- 
ing from taper columns of black marble ; in the^ 
centre of one of which, is the figure of an an- 
gel praying. The soffit of the canopy is richly 
groined, and the base of this fine tomb is also 
richly sculptured. Some faint idea of it^ form 
may be collected from the sketch given by Mr. 
Holmes, in his Irish Tour : but the pen and 
judgment alone of a Carter* can do ample 
justice to its beautiful detail. 

It has generally been attributed to Donogh 



collect, but to see with his owh eyei^ and pronounce from his 
own judgment, 

* Mr. John Carter of Landmi^ the most intelligent artist we 
have on the subject of British ArcMttcture^ vulga% and impro- 
perly called Gothic, 
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O'Brien, King of Limsbick \ 
who founded the Abbey of Hoi,Y Cross, and 
who died about 1 19'^« But I have since been 
informed, by au able Xris»h Antiquary, that it^ 
belongs to the OTaqabtt fiwnily i thb doubt 
might be cleared by eicainining the esicutch,eoii$ 
(^ arms that are placed upon the tomb. 

The second monument is of a very lingular 
(|esign» and unlike ais^y I recoUect to have aeen: 
itconsi$]t$Qf a double row of Gothic arches,, 
supported by twisted pillars. The sipac^ be- 
tweeni them, ais to length and breadth,^ seema to 
favour the ide^ of itsi having been appropriated 
to receive the corpse of thet deceased ; and where 
^e ceremony of waking was peirfonne4 by the 
monks. On one sid^ an excavation is. m^de for 
the reception of holy wate?. The ba^ of this, 
monument i» richly d^or%te4 with tarefoils Md 
finials. 



* This illustrious fenomg^y mummfiA Skmahfnon^ <^ Ikmal 
the Gfrco^ wi^s pro«laiii>e4 Kwf^ (^Hmstcriji thfi y^r llfii ; he 
died in 1194, but the place of his interment is not mentioned by 
Mr. Lodge^ in his account of the family oiCtBrkn, I am inclined 
to thinki tlMi^t this toml^ has bee» imiivoiiirly aUrMwlid to hm^ 
as it does not bear in its architectural decorations the appeax^ 
ance of so old a date as 1 194 ; neither do any of the bearings 
on the three e8aitcheons.of aums,^ wUi^h ar^ fdaf e4 vpon this 
mottiMent^ beaF aiBy mimbiisMe t^ tho^ oC tfc« QBmn> fii-^ 
mily. 
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Though independent of the t\ro tnonuments 
I have mentioned, there is little besides worth 
notice, some slight account of the building in 
general, may not prove unsatisfactory to my 
readers, especially as the Abbey of Holy Cross 
has been so highly extolled, and in my opinion 
so far above its deserts. The western window 
is of ordinary sculpture, and simple architecture. 
The nave has five round arches on the south 
tide, and four of the pointed order on the north, 
with narrow side aisles ; a wall runs across the 
iiave, and a pointed arch, more ornamented ill 
its workmanship, leads into the side aisles. The 
turret is supported by four broad pointed arches ; 
the roof is groined in a style superior to any I 
have seen in Iiielahi6 : in the centre of it, you 
sec five holes, through which the bell ropes 
were most probably suspended. The eastern 
window corre^nds exactly in form and de- 
sign with those before mentioned at Kilmal* 
locK and ClOtne. Opposite the monument, 
vulgarly atttibuted to Donooh O'Brien, is a 
Mack altar tomb, bearing a flowery cross on a 
slab^ a»d an inscription on its edge in old cha- 
racters :, at the base, is a has relief of our Sa- 
viour on the cross, with a female by bis side in 
<he act of praying. The northern transept 
(whose roof is also groined,) is divided 
into two chapels^ id one oS which is a 
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window prettily designed, as well as a niche 
for holy w^ter ; and the fragments of an hand^ 
some altar tomb. The roof of the southern 
transept is likewise groined, and has its niche 
for the reception of holy water. In the south 
aisle, I observed the mutilated head of an ab- 
bot (small life) and numerous sculptured frag- 
ments : the keystones, from which the arches 
Spring, are well executed, and decorated with 
various devices. These holy precincts are still 
appropriated to the offices of interment, but I 
did not observe the same indecencies respecting 
the dead,as I did in many other churches. Accord- 
ing to vulgar tradition, there was a subterraneous 
comipunication . between this abbey 'and the 
neighbourhood of Thuri-es* Mr. Archdale, 
in describing this monastery, makes the follow- 
ing very just remark respecting its architec- 
ture, which, on viewing it, struck me ako : he 
says, *' The difference in the work of this mo- 
nastery is very extraordinary: nothing could 
have been more highly. finished than the steeple 
andchapels, which are built of marble and 
liinestpQe; yet the nave, the aisles, and adjoin- 
ing ruins, ^ate miserably mean. '* 

These ruins coyer a iconsiderable space, and 
are surrounded by a mass of most wretched 
cottages,, built out of their mouldered remains^ 
The situation on the river is advantageoas^ 
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and a bridge of cotxitnuni cation adjoins the vil- 
lage ind abbey. Nothing attracted my attention 
between Cashel and Holy Cros«, except a 
few of those raised earthen works, so common 
throughout Ireland. 

Monday 4 AuGUst. From Cashel to 
Johnstown, xvii miles. Parkestown, the 
seat (/f Mr. Lanphier, on the right; near it 
the ruins of Moycarky Castle. Turf bogs, 
which had disappeared for some time, again 
show themselves ; a ruined church on the left; 
roads excellent, and, according to the Irish 
phrase, ^^ as straight as a gun barrel.'' Castle 
of Ballybeg on the right, and a new built 
church. Finding no post horses at Littleton 
Inn, I proceeded on my journey, through a flat, 
rich, and well cultivated country, over which 
many small forts or strong houses are dispersed. 
Breakfa^ed at Johnstown ; inn good, and well 
supplied with post horses. 

From Johnstown to Durrow, viii miles. 
Little variety of country, road good, but some- 
what more hilly : pass by the Spa of Ballys- 
PELLAN on the right,.where there are some neat 
looking cottages, a very unusual sight in Ire- 
land *. Leave the County of Tjpperary near 



* An account of this place, and the quality of its minewil 
spring, are given by Mr. Tighe^ in his Statistical survey of the 
County of Kilkenny^ p. 1 11 . 
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URLiirGFO%.D, a village formed of one long street, 
and crossing a small angle of the County of 
Kilkenny, enter the Queen's County. See 
at a short distance to the left, the ruins of Fer- 
TAda, where a priory was founded, under the 
invocation of St. Ki a ran, in the 13th century, 
by the family of Blanchfield> for Regu- 
Jar Canons, following the rule of St. Auous- 

TIN, 

Through whatever country we direct our 
steps, the attention is naturally arrested at the 
sight of ruins. Whether military or monastick, 
they are equally interesting ; but we wish to 
know their date, their founder, their history, 
A traveller, like myself, in a strange country, 
where accurate information can neither be pro- 
cured from the living, or from the dead, is ex- 
posed during, his rambles to many inconveni- 
ences, and frequently suffers the mortification 
of leaving sights unseen that deserve notice, 
and of remaining ignorant of the history of 
many ofthose which fall in his way. 

As the principal object I have in view, is to 
give afaithful description ofthose objects which 
have passed under my own immediate notice ; 
as well as extracts from those authors to whom 
I have been able to procure access, I shall make 
no apology for laying before my readers Mr. 
Arch dale's description of this religious esta* 
blishment at Fertagh ; more particalarly as it 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



rfetaitis Mme monumental :tntiqttittes ; in which 
line the generality 6f Irish churches Are very 
deficient. *' There still remains here a small an- 
cient chapel, in which is a large raised tomb, 
with the figure of a man in armour^ rudely en- 
graved thereon) his hands in a praying posture, 
and a dog at his feet ; by his side was origt* 
nally the figure of his wife, with an inscription 
on the cushion, which lay under her head ; but 
this part of the tomb, now going to decay, is 
broken into two pieces, and the inscription 
rendered illegible by time*. This tomb is said 
to belong to the family of Fitzipa trick. Near 
to it is another monument, which appears to 
be a woman, with a singular head dress, rising 
upon each side, as Bishop Pococke describes 
it, in two horns. 

In the east wall is a small figure of our Sa- 
viour, very inelegantly executed ; and a few 
yards west of the chapel, stands a round tower, 
much decayed, being cracked quite up from the 
door, and wanting the top. It is about 48 feet 
in circumference, and the wall is three feet 
eight inches thick : the door, which is six feet 
by two, and ten from the ground, faces the east ; 
the inside is divided into five stories f, at each 

^ The Iter says, that this tomb bears the date of 1489. 
t Mr. Ti^he in his Statistical Survey of the County of Kilkenny^ 
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of which is a resting place, formed by the wall, 
suiHcient to support a floor, and diminishing up- 
vwards,; the neighbouring inhabitants say, this 
• tower is 112 feet high, biit it seems not to ex- 
ceed 90, 

Had I gained previous information about the 
antiquities of FERTAGH,it should not have been 
tin visited, for I believe I could have approached 
it with my carriage. The road continues very 
good ; fine crops of corn, country more clothed 
with wood ; several round earthen works occur. 
A large old fashioned mansion house on the 
left, belonging to Lord Ashbrooke, adjoins 
the town of Dvrrow, which is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the banks of a small river, called by 



says, the name of this place was Fartagk na Geiragh, a corrup- 
tion probably of Farta na Ancoiragh, the burial place of the 
Anchorites, or Culdee Monks. Fearty according lo Humphrey 
Lluyd,^ in his Irish Dictionary , signifies a grave. This author 
states the round tower to be 96 feet high ; and says that ij had 
eight stories and seven floors : the door opening on the first, is 
twelve feet from the ground, and looks towards the church ; the 
wall at the door is three feet two inches thick : the upper story 
has four windows, whose tops are angular, and formed by two 
stones. I am inclined to think, that Mr. Tighe has made some 
mistake about the number of floors or stories, which I have 
never known to exceed five in any round tower I have yet seen ; 
but this may be ascertained by examining the number of win- 
dows, as the upper stoiyhad gcBerally/owr, and the under stories 
only one. 
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Smith, the Erkix, and has a good inn, with 
chaises and post horses. 

The author of the Iter, records the following 
historical fact of this town. ** Durrow is a 
small town, formerly part of the Queen's 
County, but on coming into possession of the ' 
Butler family, who were perpetually harrassed 
by the powerful sept of the Fitzpatricks, the 
Earl of Ormond procured an act of parlia- 
ment to make this estate part and parcel of the 
County of Kilkenny, although surrounded 
by the Queen's County ; and the oiFending 
Fitzpatricks being taken, were transferred 
immediately to Kilkenny, and there^ removed 
from their connexions, they suffered the pe- 
nalties of the law." 

From Durrow to Ballyroan, viii miles. 
Road very good. On the right, skirt Dun- . 
MORE, the demesne of the Staples family, and 
further on, . pass Water-Castle on the left, 
the seat of Mr. Lyons, prettily situated on the 
banks of a rapid stream, called the Nore*, 

* This river and the Barrow take their rise in the SUexe Bloom 
mountains; £tnd with the Swir, which rises in Bewrfw^ mountain 
very near them, after watering a great extent of country, unit* 
^gi^in below Waterford, and flow together into the sea : they are 
consequently and significantly styled the Sister RiverSjiiom their 
rise in the same distrigt and reunion. 

Survey of QucevkS County J 'p.l^. 
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and in a well wooded valley. The manaion house 
aeems to have been formed out of one of the 
old square castles. See on the left a long range 
of wood and rich country. What a sad contrast 
do the bogs make on the right! Pass through a 
village where neatness and symmetry seem to 
have been studied in the arrangement of the cot- 
tages; all the windows having a square label 
over them. Pasture lands increase, and the crops 
of com become less vigorous. Good inn, with 
chaises and post horses. 

From Balltboan to Eho Inn, ix miles. 
Road good. On the right is the well wooded 
seat of the Pabnell family, with ornamented 
pleasure grounds, in which a rotundo makes a 
conspicuous figure; architecture bad; columns 
too slender, and balustrade at top. See on the 
right, at s6me distance, the ruins of a castle 
very boldly situated on a rocky eminence *. This 
singular rock and castle, which^ according to 
the best information I could collect, well de- 



* I am inclined to think this is the Dunvm of Ptokmtff which 
he places in the country of the Coriondi, between the Mentqnion 
the north, and the Brigantes on the south ; he also fixes it on 
the southern banks, and near the source of a river called Oboca. 
Ihinamast Castle bears the same relatire siti/ation to the River 
Barrow, Whoever consults the map o( Ptolemy, will clearly see 
that his Dumm can never be transferred so far north as DowH" 
foirick. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DUNAMASE. 155 

serves the notice of the tourist, is thus men- 
tioned in the Survey of the Queen's County : 
" The Rock of Donahase, or Dun-na-maes, 
which signifies in the Irish language, the Fort 
of the Plain J is certainly a place of great curio* 
sity, which nature and art had combined to 
render of the most formidable strength, before 
the use of artillery had been known. It is one 
of those hills which so peculiarly stia.nd separate 
from the neighbouring chain, and being ex* 
tremely steep, was naturally inaccessible on all 
sides but the south west, where was the en- 
trance." 

The plain alluded to in the original tongue, 
is the great heath, or height of Maryborough, 
which lies to the north-east of Dun, or the 
fortressyheiwg a flat of considerable extent, and 
was the commonage that belonged to the fort 
after it became a manor. 

This insulated rock was the residence of the 
Irish princes, who had a dwelling on its sum- 
mit; and we find, that on the first arrival of 
the English, in the reign of King Henry the 
Second, A. D. 1167, it was the principal resi- 
dence of Dermod Mac Murrogh, King or 
Leinster, at whose solicitation it was, that the 
English came as settlers into Iceland. By the 
marriage of Earl Strong bow with Eva, only 
daughter of Mag Murrogh, this castle dc« 
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volved to him as apart of her extensive inhe- 
ritaHce. The Earl dying without issue male, 
his possessions descended to his only daughter 
Isabel, who espoused William Marshall, 
and thus gained the title of Earl of Pem- 
broke. Though he had five sons, who severally 
enjoyed this province, they all died without is* 
sue ; and thus the inheritance was divided 
amongst his five daughters. William de 
Braose, Lord of Brecknock, by his marriage 
with one of them, gained possession of this 
district ; and it afterwards descended to Ro* 
ger de Mortimer, who married Maud, 
daughter of William de Braose. Thisnoble^ 
man entrusted it, together with his lands in 
•Leix*, to the confidential care of one of his 
vassals, named Laisagh, going himself to 
England, to support the interest of his sove- 
reign, who was at that time threatened with 
rebellion at home. Soon after the Earl's depar- 
ture, Laisagh taking advantage of his absence, 

* Leix, An account of this district, its castle, abbey, &c. may 
be found in the Statistical Survey^p, 62. In demolishing the old * 
town and abbey, a sepulchral stone was found bearing this iu- 
scription in Saxon characters ; 

HIC JACET MALACHUS O'MORUS QUI QBIIT ... * 

and is still to be seen in the gardens of Lord de Fesci^ 
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and the trust reposed in him, having raised a 
powerful clan, usurped the surname of O'More, 
a family that had some pretension to these 
estates, and declaring that he was the lawful 
h€ir to that family, seized on the whole country, 
and in one evening made himself master of 
eight castles, amongst which was this famous 
Fort pf DuNAMASB. Having surprised the 
English garrison in it, he dismantled and de- 
stroyed it, as being the principal house of Lord 
Mortimer in Leix. The recovery of so im- 
portant a place was anxiously sought for by the 
English, and in less than three years, it again 
came into their possession by the fortune of war ; 
but their interest ^as yet too weak in the coun- 
try to withstand the numerous armies of the 
O'MoREs, who retook it in 1344, but only held 
it for two years after; for being repossessed 
by Lord Moi^timer*, together with his estates 



* This cannot be the same Lord Mortimer, who by his mar- 
riage with Maud, daught^er of J^Uliam de Braose, gained the in- 
hbcitatfce of Leix, for (according to DugddeJ he died in 10 
Edward I. (A. D. 1282) and was buried in Wigmore Abbey, 
Herefordshire, 

He was succeeded in his title and possessions by his son Ed- 
mcmJ, who died about the year 1297) leaving several children; 
of wfaotn the eldest was named Roger. This powerful nobleman, 
for his rebellious practices, sufibred ah ignominious death upon 
the gallows in Smiihfieldf A. p. 1330. He \^as succeeded by his 
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in L£iK» he determined to secure it, if possible, 
from future attacks, and then added such nu*» 
merous works, as made4t a place of impregna* 
ble strength. 
The territory of Leix and its castles, were 
^ vested in the possession of many masters, who 
resided at Dukamase, until the reign of 
James L when it was again repaired. In the 
rebellion of 1641, it was secured by the insur* 
gaits, as being a principal stnmg hold, from 
which they were dispossessed by a small body 
of English troops, who seized the 6)ft, vid 
defended it with great bravery, till S» 
Chaeles Coote relieved tbem. It afterwartl^ 
capitulated to General Prestow^, but was re* 
taken by the royal forces, and held by tfaem tilt 
the year 1646, when Oweh JfcoE Q'Nbii, an 
Irish chief, took it by assault, together with 
MARTBoitouGH,and five others of lesser note* 
After the expulsion of this chieftain, Duna- 
MASE, Maryborough, and all the dependeQt 
garrisons were surrendered to the forces of Co* 
lonels Hewsok and Reynoilds, who 



eldest son Edmund,, wbo died in 1331, kaving Roger his son 
and heir, a minor of thtte years oM, tkis same pefsooH^ heor 
HMntioned aa having rejoined posseasioa of Jkmammt Gaalte, 
aad who died abgMd^ A. IX 136l, and was bqraoA niih hv a^ 
cestorg in fVigmtfrc Abbey. ^ .■ 
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C&OMWELt's officers ; and by them this import* 
aat fortress wm dismantled and blowa up. 

A long and accurate description of the situa- 
tion and fortifications of Dvnamasb Castle, 
has been given by Sir Ceaeles Coote, in his 
Sutriey of the Queen's County, to whom, as well 
as to Dr. Led vich, [who has added a view and 
ground plan] I shall refer those of my readers, 
who may wish for more ample information re- 
specting this interesting remnant of military 
splendour and antiquity. 

Coutinuiog my journey towacda Eho Inn ; 
see an estensive view from Rathean Common^ 
and a small rained castle on the right ; join the 
great road leading to Limerick, Tralee, and 
DiKOLE. Eho Inn is a single house, a good 
, inn, and weU supplied with post horses* ; 
though I think I may apply to it, what was 
onoe said to a Cistercian monk, ^^Albior er*e- 
rius fudm imteriusJ* 

Tuesday 5 August. From Emo Inn to 
KitPABE, X UJLK9^ Road good BXid level; 
country uninteiesting^ At Monasterevak, a 
village situated on the banka of the River Har- 
row, the demesne of the Marauis of Droo- 
9E0A occupies the site of a celebrated abbey, 

* Al adifldl^diftftflce from Bmo lon^ is die scat of LocdPorf* 
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which was founded by St. Abban, who granted 
it the privilege of a sanctuary ; and here was kept 
the consecrated bell of St. Evin^, which on 
solemn trials, was sworn to. In latter times the 
Abbot sat as a Baron in parliament. The situa* 
tion is low, near the river ; and the environs 
abound in bog. The first view of Kildare is 
made conspicuous by its lofty round tower and 
monastick remains, situated on the ridge of a 
hill. Mr. Archdale has been- very diffuse in 
his annals of Kildare, and has recorded a con- 
tinued series of the abbesses from the year 520, 
to the period of its dissolution, as well as the 
numerous vicissitudes which the town under- 
went. 

The foundation of this nunnery is attributed 
to St. Brigid, the illegitinjiate daughter of an 
Irish chieftain, who was born in the year 453, 
and at the age of 14 received the veil from the 
hands of St. Patrick himself, or from one of 
his immediate disciples. She founded a nunnery 
at Kildare before the year 484, and about the 
same time an abbey was also founded, under 
the same roof, for nwnks, but separated by walls 
from the nunnery ; which latter came afterwards 
into the possession of the Regular Canons of 
St. Augustin. The nuns and monks had but 
one church in common, which they entered at 
different doors. St. Brigid presided as well 
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over the monks as the nuns, and, strange to 
tell ! the abbot of this house was subject to the 
abbess for several years after the death of the 
celebrated founder, which happened in the year 
523, She was interred here, but her remains 
were afterwards removed to the Cathedral 
Church of Down. Amongst the annals of this 
nunnery, I find that Dermot Mac Mur- 
ROGH, King of Leinster, in the year 1135, 
forcibly took the abbess out of her cloyster, 
and compelled her to marry one of his own 
people: and that in 1220, Henry i>e Loun- 
PRES, Archbishop of Dublin, put out the fire 
called unestinguishable, which had been pre- 
served from a very early time by the nuns of 
St. Brigid : this fire however was relighted^ 
and continued to burn until the total suppress- 
sion of monasteries. 

The ruins of this monastick building are at 
present very trifling, and adjoin the parish 
church ; to the N. W. of which is a very lofty 
round tower, in good preservation, except as 
to its roof: its total height is stated at 130 
feet, and that of its doorway at fourteen, from 
the ground. In the churchyard is a very large 
block of stone, once the pedestal of a cross, 
whose fretted fragments are lying on the ground 
near it *. 

* Mr. Grose^ in hi9 4ntijuitk^ rflrelandj says, that witl^in tl^ 
M 
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There were also in and near this town two 
Other religious estabUshmenti. 1. The Gkav 
Abbey, erected for Franciscans, or Grey Friars, 
in theyear lfi60, by Lord William de Vescy; 
but completed by Gerald Fitz Maurice, 
Loan Offaley. 2, The WnitE Friars, or 
Carmelites, founded A, D. 1290, by William 
i>£ Vescy. This latter convent had, in theyear 
1320, a qelebrated abbot at its head, whose 
fame was so great, that according to Bale, he 
swayed the councils of the whole Island: 
** David 0*Buge, in Hybernid tandem Car* 
meliiarum summus prases efftctus^ unhersam 
Jeri insulamy principes et epUcopas^ sua arbU 
tratu dirigebat Erai nanifue philMophuSj rhe-^ 
toKy theologuSj et utriusque legis in tot& illd 
terrdperitissimus, atqueita totius Hybernica 
nationis lucerna^ speculum^ ac decus d multis 
appe flatus.'' ** He was well versed in divinity, 
philosophy, rhetoric, and the canon and civil 
law, and was generally called the burning 
light, the mirror and ornament of his coun* 
try/' 

Having breakfasted at Kildare, we proceed* 

smith iving (now in ruins) are two sepulchral effigies, one of a 
Bishop in robes, another of Sir Maurice FU^Gendd oi Lack- 
ugh habited in armour, with an inscription, and five escutcheons 
differently emblazoned. I missed seeing these dii^i^ memorials, 
by giving too much credit to my guide to the roimd tower, who 
told me, the church contained no oU tambi. 
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ed on our tomI to Naa$, x w[les.. At a short 
distance from th^ town^ we ascend^fl th^ noted 
plain, called theCuBRAOH of KildaeEi whicb 
is a fine unequal down of short and sweet pas^ 
ture, particularly adapted to the feeding of 
sheep, of which numerous flocks animate the 
"****- extent of this vast plain, which is i^aid 
mprehend five thousand English acres, 
4ithor of the It^r says, that the modern 
J of K|Li)AEE is derived from Chille-dair * 
the ffToodofQaks, and that here was a large 
^rest, comprehending the middle part of the 
present County of Kildare ; in the centre of 
which was a large pUin, sacred to heathen su* 
perstition, now called ihe Cpiii^agh. Ancient 
authors also allude to this circumstance, and 
GmALPus Caw^p^ensis, iu his Topography of 
Ireland, lib. ii. cap. 18, records a stupendous 
monument of stones situated op this plaiui 
which^ according to yulg^ and fabulous tra- 
dition^ wa$^ transferred from the extreme 
parts of Africa hy the giants, from whom 
it took the name of Chorea Qigantum* It 
is also said to have had a second and a very 
distant removal, from Ieex^and into the plains 



* On consulting H. Uutid^s Irish Dictionary, I find these deri- 
vations: Currachy b. plain; dair, querent ^ cill, a church; but no 
meaniag of vjood appropmted to the word c/oZfe. 

MS 
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fcf Ji^iltshirej by the order of Aurelius Anu 
brosiuSj King of the BritonS, and by the 
Exertions of the Prophet Merlin. " Fuit 
antiquis temporibus in HiberniA lapidum con-- 
geries admiranday qutt et Chorea Gigantum 
H)Ocata fuii; quid, Gigantes earn ah ultimis 
AfriccB partibus in Hiberniam attulerant, et 
in Kildaricnsi planicic tctm ingenii quam vi- 
rium opere mirabiliter erexerant. Unde et ibi^ 
dem lapides quidam aliis simillimiy similiquc 
fnodo erectly usque in hodiernum conspiciuntury 
Sgc. 8gc. Juxth Britannicam historiam lapi- 
des istos Rex Britonum Aurelius Ambro- 
SI us divind Merlini diligentidy de Hiber^ 
nid in Britanniam advehi procuravity Sgc. 

* By the above account,it appears that some of 
these stones were visible in the days of Gi- 
raldus. I regretted very much that I had 
not leisure to examine more minutely this ex- 
tensive district, as from the experience I have 
lately had on our Wiltshire plains, I think 
I might have made some interesting discoveries. 
The tumuli dispersed over the plain, prove 
most evidently that it was inhabited in very 
early times, and if properly opened, their con- 
tents would throw a great light on the Irish 
History, and prove the connexion both in 
manners and customs of the tribes inhabit- 
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ing Ireland and the vrestern provinces of Eng- 
land. 

Leaving the Curragh, see on the left, a 
large raised earthen work ; cross the River 
LiFFEY, at Newbripge ; road flat and goodX 
richly cultivated country. Close to the road 
side, near Naas, is the shell of an immense 
unfinished mansion, called in the Iter Ji<j- 
oiNSTowN house, said to have been built by 
the unfortuiiate Earl of Strafford, and 
intended as a country residence for the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. A less desirable situa- 
tion surely could never have been selected for a 
vice regal palace ! ' ^ 

At Naas there is a good inn>with a supply 
of post horses. This was formerly a town of 
great note, and honoured as a residence by tht 
Kings of Leinster. On the arrival of thf 
English^ it was fortified, and many castles 
were ferected, the ruins of which are still vi^ 
«ible; and parliaments were held here: but it 
has suffered so much from the ravages of time> 
that it bears only the marks of its former 
splendour. Near it is one of those raised earthen 
works, vulgarly called raths. 

Fix)m Naas to Rathcool, viii miles. 
Road good and flat, but no variety of .country*^ 
Qn the left, is the immured seat of Lord Mayq, 
called Palmerstown ; and on the right, those 
^of Mr. Nevilj.^ and Mr^ WoLFg, well sjb^el- 
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tercd by wood. At JonrnTO'^tf is a good anid 
quiet inn. See on the left the seat of Mr. 

PONSONBY. 

From Rathcool to Dublin, viii miles. 
A large extent of flat country of^ens towards 
Dublin, spotted with gentlemen's houses 
and plantations. About a quarter of a mile 
on the left of the road, is the fine round tower 
of ClOnbalici n, of which the following par- 
ticulars are given in the Iter, p. 205 : ** It 
is 84 feet in bright, and built of stones each 
about a foot square^ forming a circle 6f 15 
feet in diameter; the walls are upwards of a 
yard thick, and about 15 feet above the 
ground, is a door, without any steps to ascend to 
it. The- base is solid ; towards the top, are four 
Ismail oblong holes, which admit the ligh^ 
and it is terjninated by a conic covering. 
There are no steps in the inside, and whe- 
ther thfete ever were any, admits a dottbt. In 
the churchyard^ near the tower, is a plain 
cross, nine fbet in height, and consists of one 
stone." 

A diurch was founded here in very early 
times, of which St. Cronan Mochua was 
the first abbot. It was spoiled and bwned in 
the years &32, 1071, and 1076; and a palace 6f 
Amhlaibh, King of the Danes, is ttcottUd tst 
Clondalkin. 

Passu>g near -Kiimainbak Hospital, th^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CLONDALKJir. 16/ 

Gaol, Canal, &c. I re-entered Dublin, highly 
gratified with the novelty which the Irish 
scenery and antiquities had presented to me, 
but regretting that sufficient time could not 
be spared to examine each more particularly in 
its detail. 
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NORTHERN TOUR. 



FROM DUBLIN TO TRIM, KELLS, CA- 
VAN,.ENNISKILLEN, BALLYSHAN- 
NON, DONEGAL, DERRY, COLE- 
RAINE, GIANTS CAUSEWAY, AN- 
TRIM, BELFAST, HILLSBOROUGH, 
ROSS TREVOR, NEWRY, DUNDALK, 
SLANE, NAVAN, TRIM, AND DUB- 
LIN. 



TfiURSPAY 7 August. From Dublin through 
Maynooth and Trim to my friend's at Mit- 
jCHelstown. I thus varied my former route to 
Trim, by taking the lower road between the 
LiFFEY and the Phcenix Park, to Chapel 
IzoD, where we crossed the river. From thence 
passed close to the Spa house and Leixlip, 
near which we again traversed the Liffey, 
whose banks are thickly ornamented by gen- 
tlemen's seats, but so immured by lofty fences, 
that the passenger can scarcely enjoy even a 
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glimpse of them. Beyond Leixlip, on the 
right, 18 a seat of the Duke of Leinsteb, 
which mi|a^ be Been by pfocunng at Dublin 
a previous ticket of admission into the park. 

Maynooth, a modern built town, with a 
spacious inn, and the rctttalms of a castle *. Ad- 
joining the town is a school for the instruction 
of Roman Catholic youth% upon a large ^stfr- 
bUshment, and trailed St. Patrick's College. 
Passed through Kilcock, (where post horses 
are also kept) and turn off to the right. Drive 
through the demesne of SuMHEm Hill: the 
fine Kuuisioa house annexed to t^ was burned 
down a few years ago, and a part t)f it only has 
been lately rendered habitable by Lady Bec- 
TiVE. This tract of country continues to be 
well inhabited by nobility and gentry, but af- 
fords little variety as to its state of cultivation ; 
roads excellent At two miles from Trim, I 
observed a tumulus on the right, •which 'from 
ite pointed ape.Vy appeared to be sepul<ibrd« I 
was again obliged to leave the humef ous mili* 
Hry and monasttck ruins at Trim undtawfi,a^ 
proceeded to my friend's at MitchelStoitk, 
where I remained till 

* la the year 1534, this castle^ wh'uth for the «(bUifdaMe Of 
its fumkure^ was esteemecl one of the richest bodies in Englowl, 
was besi^ed by GemZc/, the nintk Earl i/KUdarCf and thoii^ 
defended by a strong ^rrisoD, surrendered after a siege oUe^n, 

days. 
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MoNbAY 1 Ith Auoust, when I proceeded on 
wy Northern ex{>editiaii9of wliich the Giakt*8 
Causeway, and the Coast of Aktkim, were 
the chief objects of attraction. 

Breakfasted at Kells*, xii mii£8. Road 
good ; the surface of ibe ground uneven, but 
Hfoounding more in pastute than in coiti lainis, 
kept in a slovenly manner, and tnuch abandon* 
ed. Ruins of a church and tower on the left ; a 
miiserabie line of cottages ; a well planted seat 
of Mr, Nicholson on the left. On «a|)f>roach- 
Ing Kells/ the generd a^ect of the country 
improves, and tlie town, widi its round tower, 
and church ^ire, placed upo^ rising ground, 
and well encompassed by trees, make a pleasing 
appearance. 

At the upper end of the principal street standi 
the parish church ; a modern edifice, neatly 
fitted up, and containing a handsome sarcopha- 
gus to the memory of Sife Thomas Taylob, 
%7S6, afnd ANNhts wife, daughtfer of Sib Ro- 

BEtlT iCo^TOK of CUMBEEkERE, ChESHIIIB, 

1710. On the north iaide olf this ^^hurch, stands 
an insulated tower, bearing on its southern 
wall an inscription in old characters, and stat- 
ing/ that the church being in deday, was reedi- 
4JfedA.D. 1573, (20 Eliz.) by Hugh Bbady, 
jBishop of M'EAth. Over this inscription art 

^iiin,^e^iot Mmsf good; ehaises and poit hatHH^ 
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three busts carved in stone, one of which repre- 
sents a bishop, and the two others, apparently 
are designed for digaitaries of the church, or 
monks. Beneath is an escutcheon of arms^ 
bearing a dragon holding a standard. 

On the south side of the church is a round 
.tower,. (said, by Mr. Archbale ta measure 99 
feet in height) but far inferior in size, height, 
and beauty, to many I saw daring my Southern 
Tour ; it has the usual four windows near the 
top, but the conical roof has fallen ; the door* 
way faces the north. The present situation of 
this tower differs from that I have generally 
observed in simitar buildings, being placed to 
the S. W. of the church, instead of the N. W. 
^ but this seeming variation was reconciled to 
me by the information I procured of the Old 
Church, dedicated to St. Sen an, having been 
placed to the south of the tower. In the church- 
yard is the fragment of a cross, very richly de- 
corated with figure of men, beasts, flowers, &c. 
,&c. and a^poetical memorial to record the mili- 
tary virtues of a soldier killed during the last 
rebellion. . 

Mr. Archdale, in h\s MonasticariyiiaiS men- 
tioned a celebrated abbey, of Regular Canona, 
founded in this town, about the year «5iO> by 
St CoLUMBA, andhas preserved its annals from 
a very early period, until that of its dissolution. 
By the^ie we know, that the tqwn of JKell*, as 
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well as its abbey, experieaced many fatal dig 
asters by fire and plunder. The market place, 
which still bears a castellated appearance, oC'r 
cupies the site of an aiicient fort, said to have 
been erected in 1 178. In a street opposite the 
castle, is a fragment of another fine cross, sculp- 
tured in the richest manner, with figures of 
horsemen, &c. &c. An unsatisfactory engraving 
of it has been given in the Introduction to the 
Survey of Meath, but no account of its detail, 
or explanation of its history. It is said to have 
lain neglected and prostrate on the ground for 
a long time, till it was raised on its pedestal by 
the desire, and at the expence of the celebrated 
Dean Swift*. 

From Kells to Virginia ix miles. On 
leaving Kells, look back from the top of the 
hill, and see a fine rich prospect, with Lord 



* Whilst I was surveying this curious fragment of antiquity, a 
by-stander informed me, that there were several curious stone 
crosses still existing at a place called Castle Kyran^ in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kells. From the Survey of the County of Meath, 
I learn, " that St. Kieran, about the year 540, built for himself 
a cell near Kells, at a place called Castle Kierafiy near which 
there is a fine spring issuing from a rock, which the tradition of 
the country attributes to the miraculous order of St, Kieran^ 
who blessed it. Many salutary qualities are attributed to this 
well, which is much resorted to by the catholics on the first 
Sunday in August.** 
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Bjcctivc's seat and demesne, and anornamen** 
tai tower on the left, belonging to the same 
noblemiui. I cannot commend the architecture 
of either the mansion house or its appendage. 
The same dull and uniform country continues, 
cultivated with barley, oats, potatoes, and flax ; 
no wheat, neglected pastures, and apparently a 
poorer soil. Several earthen works dispersed 
over the country ; a very fine one,with a ^timi^*^ 
lus and out work in the vale near the river on 
the left. This river, which we crossed, is 
called the Blacxwater ; ij; flows from Lough 
Ramor, waters the town of Kells, and unites 
its streams with the Botne, near Navan. 

The road continues very good to Virginia, 
passing near the shores of Lough Ramor, the 
form and outline of which are good, but the 
banks are flat ; towards the upper end of it there 
is some little wood, and a mansion house (as I was 
told) of Mr. Sneyd. The lake contains pike 
and trout, but as no boats are allowed to be 
kept upon it Ipy Lord Heapfort, few of either 
are taken. At Viripinia there is a tolerable 
inn, with post horses. Bective Arms, Flem>^ 

MING. 

From Virginia to Ca VAN xiii miles. Road 
very good ; country more hilly; dontinual ascents 
and descents, but none very steep; a scanty culti- 
vation of oats and potatoes intermixed with bog. 



2 
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See at some distance to the Uf% IfiV^u Saix.i:«iH, 
a lake celebrated for the superior excellence of 
its trout. Nearer Cavan is a smaller pool. Tb^ 
town breaks suddenly upon the sight, after a 
very tedious longing for it« and a most dull and 
uninteresting post^ I cannot speak much in (a* 
vour of the inns at Cavan *, each of which 
have a small supply of post horses. Cavan is 
situated in a vale near a small river, and makes 
a poor appearance as a county town* I could 
not learn that it afforded any objects worthy of 
the stranger's attention. 

TuESDAT 12 August. From Cavak toBEL-r 
TURBET,vin MILES. Road very good ; country 
undulated with many little hills and dales, and 
diversified by several lakes; continual ascents 
and descents ; soil cultivated with oats and po^ 
tatoes ; a large portion of bog ; and wherever it 
is cutting, you may see large roots and trunks 
of trees intermixed with it for a considerable 
depth. At a short distance on the left of the 
road, is the fine demesne of Lord Farnham, 
which for its lake and wood scenery, has been 
much, and I believe, very justly, celebrated. I 
regret that I am i^ot able, from personal inves-* 

* The Shipf and the Boot: two coaches [the DMm and the 
Kortkemi stop at the former three times a week, on which days 
traTellers will meet with inferior accommodations; the best, 
and almost aH the rooms being kept for the accommodation of 
passengers by the coach. 
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tigation, to lay before my readers a description 
of its natural beauties. A want of time, which 
every traveller, whose object is information as 
ivell as amusement, ought not to have to 
complain of, obliged me to leave this inter- 
esting demesne and hospitable mansion unvi- 
sited. 

We breakfasted at Belturbet; [Inn middl- 
ing, M'Dermot,] but found not a single post 
horse kept there, though the landlord at Cavan 
told us, that an ample supply would be found. 
With some difficulty we prevailed on the post- 
boys to proceed with us to our next halting 
place, Enniskillen, xix miles *. Bieltur- 
BET is built upon an eminence above the River 
Erne, and consists principally of one long 
street, at the upper end of which is the tower 
and market house, and beyond it the church, 
near which the vestige of an ancient fortifica- 
tion is to be seen. 

Leaving Belturbet, I observed some insig- 



* It is a prevailing, and I may with justice to the natives add, 
a very accommodating custom to strangers who travel post, 
(using their own phrase) " not to leave y<mr honour upon the roaif" 
but to continue with you until you find a fresh supply of 
horses ; and much to the discredit of the landlord of the Ship 
Inn at C(roan, I will add, it was the onfy instance I met with dur- 
ing my tour, of any unwillingness to proceed; and had he been 
previously paid for his horses, (which he wished to be) he cer* 
tainly would have left us in the lurch. 
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nificant ruin3 u|>on an eminence to the right*, 
and afterwards crossed a fine river, the Wood- 
ford, The country improves but little, either 
in cultivation or good appearance. Whilst our 
horses baited at a small public house, we walk- 
ed up to a hill on the right, called Knocknint. 
This hill, from its sudden elevation out of a 
flat country, makes a very conspicuous appear- 
ance, and we were informed by a gentleman, 
whom we met at Viroinia, that from its sum- 
mit we should have a most comprehensive view of 
Lough Erne and the adjacent country. We were 
most amply repaid for our labour in ascending* 
The horizontal view on each side is wonderfully 
extensive, and the appearance of the lake most 
singular. I cannot compare it better, than to 
the subsiding of an immense flood, and at that 
precise moment, whep the land begins to reap- 
pear from under the waters ; so numerous are 
the islands, so indented are the shores ; the ge- 
neral features however are flat and insipid, and 
many of the islands are destitute of wood. I 
must e^scept thqse facing the seat of Lord Ross, 
at Bell^isle, which is by far the richest part 
of this lake f. This lofty summit is also distin- 

* The Iter, mentions the ruins of a venerable abbey, at two 
miles beyond Belturbet^ on the right, near the rivef. 

t A description of this fine seat is given in the JfcTy page $3. 
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guished by two Carnedds^ or raised tumuli of 
stone. 

We were obliged to make a very circuitous 
dttour to Enniskillen. A new road was be- 
gun,but never finished, through a perfectly level 
country, by which the journey would have been 
shortened four miles. Cross the River Clo- 
DAGH, and see on the left a ruined church, 
with a small but neat Gothic window ; its label 
springing from human heads : mountains culti- 
vated to a considerable height, but in small 
patches. On the left is the seat of Lord Ennis- 
KiLLEN, a large and high house, built in the 
prevailing taste of the country *, backed by 
high ground, and well wooded. ^A mountain on 
the left deserves notice, which from the pecu- 
liarity of its strata, bears the appearance of for- 
tified ground. Another neat looking demesne 
on the left. Enniskillen at length appears, 
like a town seated in the midst of the waters, 
presenting a long range of buildings, extended 
on the sides of a river. We entered the town, 
over a stone bridge with lofty arches,near which 
are the remains of a small castle, and found 



* By the prevailing taste of the country, I mean a very high 
house, abounding with a superfluity of windows; bearing more 
the resemblance of a manuf actor x/y than a comfortable dwelling 
house. 
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good accommodations at the White Hart 
Inn, (Reed.) 

This whole day's journey afforded little va- 
riety of country or cultivation; the roads are 
uniformly good, but rendered tedious by conti- 
nual ascents and descents, many of which, 
though short, are steep. 

Wednesday 13th August. From Ennis* 
KiLLEN to Church Hill ix miles. A desire 
to see the navigation and the islands on Lough 
Erne, which had been described as well worthy 
of notice, prompted us to make the first part of 
this day's journey by water. Having hired a 
boat with four rowers, we left Enniskillen, 
and passing under the walls of the castle, and 
the bridge, we continued for a short time within 
a narrow channel, and a rapid current. See ou 
the left some castellated ruins, and a staring 
modern house. The river soon expands itself 
into the form of a lake, and opens Devenish 
Island, with its round tower. This island, 
which was the principal object of our water 
excursion, presents a very naked appearance,- 
being totally destitute of wood : its soil how- 
ever is uncommonly rich, and produces most 
abundant crops of corn *. The first monastick 

•I was informed by one of our boatmen, who acted as 
guide, that the whole island was leased out at 2ds. per acre, and 
under-let at the high advance of ^.8. per acre for the po- 

N 2 
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building that attracted our attention, was the 
shell of a Gothic church. The roof supporting 
the tower is groined, and has two holes re- 
maining in it, through which the bell ropes 
originally passed. The little pointed doorway 
leading up to the tower, deserves notice, from 
being excellently well fluted in its angles, and 
finished the same way at bottom as at top ; a pe- 
culiarity I do not recollect ever to have seen 
before, and producing a light and elegant effect. 
In the wair adjoining the eastern window, is a 
stone inscribed with old characters, commemo- 
rating perhaps the building of tl^is church, in 
1449, by the order of Bartholomew O'Flan- 
NAGAx, the Prior of Devenish. At a short 
distance from these ruins, is a fine round tower, 
in perfect preservation*, and remarkable for its 

tatoe crop. The same ground afterwards produced two crops of 
barley, and is now bearing a «ecoiu^crop of the most luxariant 
oats 1 ever beheld > and all without the least additional manure. 
This extraordinary fertility may in a great measure be account- 
ed for by its former population, and the constant supply of ma- 
nure given k by the religious inhabitants of the island. 

• I fear that within a very short period, future travellers, 
whose curiosity may lead them to this island, will not have the 
satisfaction of recording this fine tower, as in a state of good pre- 
servation ; for some plants growing near its roof, have already 
caused some of the stones to start from their original position y 
and unless they are speedily replaced, and the plants remaved, 
this perfect stone roof must for a certainty fall to the ground,. 
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superior workmanship and decorations: the 
stones are nicely dove-tailed in many places^ 
and the cornipe that separates and distinguishes 
the roof from the shaft, is richly sculptured. 
It has (according to the usual custom in these 
curious buildings) four windows at top, the 
centre stone of each of which i$ decorated with 
a human head. The doorway, which appears to 
be about six or seven feet from the ground, 
faces the east ; over it is a pointed window, 
larger than those in the other stories above, 
which are square-headed: the usual projections 
for the reception of different floors, are very 
evident within the turret, and the smooth and 
well joined surface of the interior walls do 
great credit to the ancient masons who erected 
it. Adjoining this round tower, are the frag- 
ments of a stone-roofed chapel, which in its 
more perfect state, I imagine, resembled those 
before mentioned at Killaloe, &c. It lias a 
small round-headed entrance door towards the 
west. This was certainly the original chapel, 
and perhaps the habitation of the Saint who 
first sought retirement in this island. A littl^ 
to the north of these ruins, is a stone coffin on 
the ground, said to have been the Saint's grave ; 

and antiquaries will have to lament the downfall of the richest 
and most beautiful round tower in Ireland. 
1 
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and the vulgar tradition is, that many people 
have endeavoured to fit their shapes to it, but 
have not succeeded. The last building I shall 
mention, is another church in ruins, which from 
the style of its architecture, I should suppose 
to be rather more ancient than the first, but 
not So old as either the stone roofed chapel, or 
the round tov/er. The eastern window is di- 
vided into three narrow compartments, with 
lancet heads, and banded on the inside. These 
monastick buildings form rather an interesting 
than a picturesque group, as none of them in- 
dwidually are sufficiently grand and varied to 
form a good subject for the pencil, and the com- 
ponent parts of the foreground and landscape 
are not good. According to long established 
tradition, there was a bridge of communication 
between the eastern part of the island and the 
main land. 

Such are the observations which, during a 
short visit, I was enabled to make on this island, 
and its religious buildings. Mr. Arc hd ale, in 
his Monasticon, tells us, '^ that St. Laseuian, 
called also Molaise, built a celebrated mona- 
stery, under the invocation of the Virgin 
Mary, in Daimh-inis, i.e. the O.v's Island. 
This Saint died A. D. 563, and was succeeded by 
St. Natalis, sonofiENGUsius, King of Con- 
naugiit." He records a series of abbots, to the 
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year 1462, when the Prior O'Flants^agan, men- 
tioned in the inscription, died. In the years 
822, 834r, and 96 1, the abbey was plundered 
by the Danes, and in 1157, and 1360, it was 
much hurt by fire. The same author thus de- 
scribes the ruins. ^*This abbey was a large and 
curious building, and the workmanship remark- 
ably good ; to the east of it stands a beautiful 
round tower, 76 feet high, and 41 in circum- 
ference * ; the walls, which are three feet thick, 
are built of hewn stone, each stone about a foot 
square, within and without, and with scarcely 
any cement or mortar; the roof is in the form 
of a cone, and of the same materials, and finish- 
ed with one large stone, shaped like a bell, with 
four win^lows, (and the form of a man's face 
over each) near the top, and opposite to the 
cardinal points; the door is nine feet from the 
ground. The inside of the building is nearly as 
smooth as the barrel of a gun, and on the outside, 
at the base, a circle of stone projects five inches. 
The church, which is the most easterlv build- 
ing, was large and beautiful, with a noble 
carved window over the high altar; next to 

* Twm^ in his Travels, p. ,102, states the height of this round 
tower to be &^ feet to the cornice. The conical covering, or 
cap, 15 feet more. The circumference 48 feet; the thickness of 
the walls 3 feet 5 inches ; and the diameter of the inside 9 feet 
2 inches. 
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this window^ to the right, ahout ten feet above 
the ground, is the following inscription, the 
letters and points of which are raised : 

Matheu^s O'Dubagan hoc opus fecit Bartho-t 
LOMEO OTlannagax Priori </e Damin|s, 
A.D. 1449. 

Rouna this inscription is a frame, somewhat 
raised, with another inscription on it, which is 
now illegible. Next to the tower is a vaulted 
building of hpwn stone, which ends in a point, 
and is called St. Molaise's House; near to 
this is his bed, in the shape of a stone coffin, in 
which he used t6 pray. The neighbouring inha- 
bitants say, that pains in the back are relieved 
by lying in this bed. There appear to have been 
many ancient inscriptions here, but they are 
all erased and destroyed by time." 

Mr. Archdale attributes this building to 
the Regular Canons ; and afterwards mentions 
another religious establishment, or the Priort 
OR CoLiDEi, and adds, ^* That in the interpo- 
lations of the Ulstei^ annals, at the year 1 130, 
we read, that the Monastery of Daminis was 
founded that year ; and remarks, that the au- 
thor must mean either the repairing of the^an- 
cient Monastery of St. Laseriaisc, or the founds 
ing of thisi Priory of the Colidei, or Secular? 
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priests.'' If the inscription before cited, is ex- 
actly copied, and the series of abbots is correct, 
there can be no doubt but that church was the 
original abbey ; and the date of 1449> may com* 
memorate repairs, or perhaps the construction 
of the eastern window only, not of the whole 
church ; and from its position close to the win- 
dow, I should rather suppose that to be the 
case. The ruins of the other church, which are 
probably those of the Priory of Coilidei, found* 
ed A.D. 1130, spem to have been unknown to 
Mr. Arcbldale ; at least, they are unnoticed 
by him^ 

Leaving Devenjsh Island, we proceeded on 
our voyage : the shores of Lough Erne conti- 
nue flat, and cultivated for some distance. On 
the left are the deserted mansion, and naked 
demesne of Castle Hume, once clothed with 
the most luxuriant woods. The scenery now be- 
gins to improve, particularly on the south west 
side of the lake, which v^ coasted near a long 
and continued line of rich and flourishing copse 
wood : the islands also bear a more wooded ap- 
pearance. The soil on the south west side of the 
Lough, produces lime stone, and no bog; the 
opposite side has bog, but no lime stone. 
Saw on the right an island with a church in 
ruins, and a simple stone cross near it, in good 
preservation. The usual place of landiirg, is about 
three quarters of a mile distant from Church 
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Hill, and the walk being on high ground, 
commands an advantageous view of the lake ; 
but the waters were so much agitated, and our 
boatmen seemed so little experienced in the pro- 
fession they were now exercising, that we were 
induced to go on shore two miles short of our 
destined spot, and to walk from thence to 
Church HiLLr 

This small village has derived its name from 
the situation of its church upon a hill. It has 
a decent little inn, with a chaise and a few post 
horses ; but not a sufficient number to be de- 
pended upon, though our landlord at Ennis- 
KiLLEN assured us, that zve should meet with na 
disappointment in regard to cavalry. 

Leaving Church Hill, we ascended along 
the ridge of a steep mountain, enjoying a view 
of the most magnificent extent of water I ever 
, beheld in our kingdom ; and I doubt if the 
shores of the Lake of Geneva, in Switzer- 
land, can present a more striking expanse of 
water. The surrounding scenery is highly ap- 
propriate ; for the road is confined on the left 
by a bold line of perpendicular and rocky moun- 
tain : larger herds of cattle would render the 
scene still more animated: 

On descending nearly to a level with the 
lake, the scenery of course becomes tamer. On 
the opposite shores are the rich woods of Cald- 
well Castle (described in the Iter, p, 102.) 
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BALLYSHAKNON. 187 

The lake now assumes the appearance of a river, 
and winds its course through a flat and peaty 
vale, J:ill it reaches the village of Belleek ; 
here the waters reassume their vigour, arid roll- 
ing furiously over a bed of rock, and forming 
in their course two fine cataracts, pass under a 
lofty bridge close to the village. From thence 
the river continues to flow rapidly for some dis- 
tance, under, perpendicular and well wooded 
rocks towards Ballyshaknon, affording some 
very beautiful scenery, both above and below 
the bridge. The road from Belleek to Bal- 
LYSHANNON, pfcseuts nothing interesting, (the 
river being out of sight) except in the immedi- 
ate approach to the latter place, where the town, 
divided by ja long bridge, appears in a pleasing 
point of view. 

We had naturally made previous inqui'ry, 
what sort of accommodations were to be met 
with at Baleyshannon : those we had made 
during our former route, with respect to inns 
and post horses, had always been satisfactory 
in the^r^^ instance, but often proved dissatis- 
factory when we came to the point : but in this 
instance we could draw out no positive answer 
whatever; some pleaded ignorance, others 
laughed, but no one would so far speak ill of 
his country, as to give us a true account of the 
inns at Ballyshannon. We were therefore 
in a great degree led to expect but homely fare, 
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and not the best accommodations; and we 
were certainly not disappointed; for a more 
dirty inn, and worse attendance, I never met 
with either abroad or at home : the rooms and 
beds teemed with every kind of vermin, and a 
dirty baiefooted wench acted as our femme 
de chambre and waiter: good humour, how- 
ever, and willingness to oblige, ^those constant 
good qualities of the common Irish,] were not 
wanting on the part of our landlady ; but more 
essential comforts were necessary to restore our 
spirits after a long and tedious day's journey, 
Ballyshannon, however, with all its disa-' 
gremens, is worthy a visit*; for, close to the 
town, the river falling precipitately over a 
ridge of black rocks, forms a grand cataract at 
the spot where it discharges its waters into the 
sea. The salmon fishery at this place is very 
productive, and according to the statement of 
the late Survey of Donegall, when last rented, 
produced annually £A0S3. 6s. 8d, and at this 
present time still more: the eel fishery also lets 
for £.325. 10s. 6d. yearly, These fisheries are 
very numerous throughout Ireland, and the 

* Any future traveller who would wish to foilpw my steps in 
this part of Ireland, may avoid the inconveniences I incurred, by 
sleeping the first night at Church Hill, and the second at Done^ 
gall, at each of which places, he will find good accommoda« 
tions; he might also, by this arrangement, find timq to see Cas^ 
tk CaldwcU. 
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breed of salmon is considered of such high na- 
tional importance, that all weirs are ordered to 
be opened, and the fishery discontinued after 
the 13th of August, that the salmon may have 
a free passage up the river to deposit their 
spawn. 

The River Erne, whose course we had fol- 
lowed for so considerable a distance, appears to 
derive its source from Lough Gounagh, on 
the borders of the County of Longford. From 
thence it flows to Belturbet, where we first 
noticed it ; below this place it expands itself 
into a lake, the very singular appearance of 
which, from Knockniny hill, 1 have before 
described. It again assumes its former shape, 
and contracting its channel, Washes the walls 
of Enniskillen. From this place it continues 
its river-lik^e course for a short distance, and 
then assumes the appearance, sometimes of a 
lake, sometimes of a spacious river; being thick- 
ly studded with large and well wooded ishmds. 
A little to the south of Church HrLL,it widens 
into an extensive lough, and'' so large is its 
scale, that it seems almost like an inland sea : 
having skirted the luxuriant woods of Castle 
Caldwell, it loses at once ill its dignity, and 
flows silently through a flat and boggy vale. 
At the village of Belleek, it takes a totally dif- 
ferent character, ^^full of sound and fury ^ " but 
these are soon spent: it becomes tranquil until 
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it has passed the bridge at Ballyshannon, 
when it makes another furious effort, and vent- 
ing with rage, discharges its waters into the 
sea, over a precipitous cataract Few rivers possess 
such variety of feature as the Erne. It has been 
considered by the Northern Irish as a rival to 
KiLLARNEr ; but however it may vie with the 
southern lake, and indeed surpass it as to ejp- 
tent of watery surface, it can by no means boast 
either of the same beauty, richness, variety, or 
sublimity. 

Though the accommodations of the inns at 
Ballyshannon are so very bad, yet the town 
is not inconsiderable. The church is situated 
upon an eminence at the upper end of it. 
Only two pair of post horses being kept here, 
and one pair being pre-engaged, I sent off a mes- 
senger to DoNEGALL for a supply, which for- 
tunately arrived in time to relieve us from the 
melancholy prospect of spending a second night 
at this filthy inn. 

Thursday 14 August. From Ballyshan- 
non to DoNEGALL and BaLLIBOFEY XXIII 

MILES. Between the two former places, the road 
is good, but hilly, the country very stony. After 
passing the village of Ballintra, it improves 
in cultivation. See a part of the Bay of Done- 
gall, bounded by high mountains, on the left. 
The road is obliged to make a very winding 
and circuitous course, in order to avoid the 
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numerous little hills, with which this tract of 
country is undulated. We found a good inn at 
DoNEGALL, situated in the market place, and 
reasonable charges *. 

There is something pleasing in the scenery 
about DoNEGALL, and the ruins of an old cas- 
tellated mansion, with the river, bridge, &c. 
afford a good subject for the pencil. Immedi- 
atiely adjoining the town, is a small port, and a 
little lower down, on the banks of the river, 
are the remains of a Franciscan monastery, 
founded (according to Archdale) in the year 
1474, by Odo Roe, son of Nial Garbh 
O'DoNNELL, Prince of Tyrconnel, and by 
his wife Fionguala (Penelope) daughter of 
Connor na frona O'Brien, Prince of Tuo- 
MOND. Odo, the founder, died A.D. 1505. In 
describing this monastick building, Mr. Arch- 
dale says: '^ The cloyster consists of small 
arches, supported by couplets of pillars on a 
bajsement; in one part are two narrow passages, 
one over the other, about four feet wide, ten 
long, and seven high ; they seem to have been 
places for depositing valuable effects in times 
of danger : the upper one is covered with stones, 

* Our bill for dinner amounted to six shillings, for three peo- 
ple: for which we had two chickens, mutton chops, two very 
large lobsters, vegetables, butter, and cheese. 
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laid along on the beams of stone that cross it 
and the lower one with stones kid across on 
the walls ; each of them are exactly after the 
Egyptian manner of bnilding ; and in a bnild-» 
ing over it, are plain marks of a regular Roman 
pediment, although some other building had 
been erected against it- 
After dinner, we continued our journey to 
Ballybofey, where we slept. Land cultivated 
with oats, potatoes, and flax ; the grass not cut, 
even in this advanced season of the year ; cot- 
tages built of stone ; and in many places turf 
supplies the place of straw in their coverings^ 

Near the village of Townavilly is a pretty 
lake on the right, called Lough Esk, diversi- 
fied by islaiids, and backed by high mountains. 
The soil on the adjoining hills, is cultivated ta 
some height, but in small portions, as is the 
case near the road. We now began to ascend 
towards a pass or gap in the mountains, which 
had appeared to us very conspicuous during the 
whole of the day, and expectation stood on tip- 
toe till we reached it ; but this, like many other 
objects, viewed by anticipation^ did not, on 
close inspection, answer our wishrt. Though 
not so bold in its features, as it promised to be 
at a distance, it still is a fine wild pas§ ; the hills 
are rocky and lofty, clad with heath, and wa- 
tered at their base by a rapid stream ; the ascent 
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)&n^ Ht ^ra#<ibt, ^nd 4he «di<i go0^. Leating 
-this pass tJirough the BAhNBMOii:^ moimtakis, 
the «ci5htry becottie* very dreaiy nhd ttfeinter- 
estthg; a l*vel heathy pkiii, fit only to fee In- 
Jmbited % grbusie aiid bUck eatile. See a eas- 
feade oti the left^ which seems td ci^e from 
•some Idtigk Skirt the sides of Lovok 
JtfdURS, ft lohg And MiTOW lake. The Evening 
closed before we concluded this long kftd tcdi- 
^m stage, atid latiived at BAttiBOFETji where 
iV^ fbtind a very etean and comfortable inn, and 
a good supi^y o^ ^ost bersei. 

FiiiDAt* W>Atf«iOs*; VffM ^Athihbtkf, 
tbrotigh RA:PiroitO !l>£^itf, xk Aiiii. Rdad 
go^. The oototttry ImpJro^eli in (mltiVatioii, 
ftkd thh p^^ in thbii dress ; fhe soil is cdlti* 
Wted llrilh ^ts, here, ^dtHt^es, and flax ; Ml 
VdtU WA&d ; hills lotiggri and not to frequetit 
I>|fti»g4h&interVdl of bailing our hbrses at a 
iecttat little hiii (the MitAe) we examined ttil^ 
Cathedi^l Church of Raphoe^ 

^ Kaphdi^ i simift town, itSntix ^vl» mim€ to th^ ^aroiiy. S/I 
Colvmb founded an extensive monastery at Rathbatk, and died 
the ^ of Juncs^ ^^D. 5p(S. 4^^; 44^»^* Ab)^t of J%|^ aiMi 
patroa and riilo^cr of this nm^atetf, died^ ^« 29d of Sftjfepa^ 
ker) A*D« 705, about which time Rtfh% became and continues 
t»be^)if»|ofal^ifihop« 4r«iM^JNlM. 

The author of the Iter dii^r% ^re^^ting^the i^ndnci^ tif tbil 
cadiedral; he says it was founded, hjr^. 4SMp#i^ahottt the m^ 

o 
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It bas no antique architecture to^boa^t of^ 
having been modernized both within and with- 
out, and neatly p.ewed. A cr^ss,, celebrated for 
.the performance of miracles, stood formerly in 
the cathedral, but was removed to Aemaqh, 
about the year 1438, by Bishop O'Galomor* 
The episcopal palace adjoins th^ church, and 
the residence of the Dean is a little way out of 
the town. ^ 

. Leaving Rafhoe, we continued our journey 
towards Derrt. Road^ougfa, and more Killy, 
till we joined the great tract leading to Stra- 
BANE, which we saw at some distance to the 
south, at the extremity of a fine vale, watered 
by the River Foyle. Pass St. John^s-town, 
;md at two miles from Derrt, descend towards, 
the river, from whence the cijy, pleasantly si- 
tuated on a verdant knoll (under which, th4 
Foyle takes a most magnificent curving swecipX 
opens to great advantage ; road very bad near 
the town. There are two inns iu Bcshop^s 
Street, adjoining the city gates; Murray's 
on the left, Walker's on the right, at the for- 

die of tlie sixth century, and that a cathedral was erected «n 
the mint of the church of 5^ Ewum^ in the eleventh oentury. 

• The author of the Statistical Survey cfArmaghi has glteuf * * 
view of ttn ancient cross existing in that capital, hut tak^ no no^ 
^xctti\\%ttms^iMa^hoe. '"' 
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mer of which, we found good accommodatipns, 
and post horses(» The same kind of tillage pre* 
Vails between Raphoe and Derrt, with an 
occasional field of wheat. The females were bu- 
sily employed in their flax harvest, which emiti 
a most nauseous smell when spread ou 'the 
ground to dry. 

The evening was employed in suireying th« 
town, cathedral, &c. &c. The city is walled, 
and its elevated terrace affords ' a dry and plea- 
sant walk : it has one handsome street, leading 
down to the port, with the Exchange in the 
centre. The Cathedral is a large and neat 
building, partaking of the castellated as well 
as ecclesiastical architecture, being turrettcd 
and embattled at the eastern angles : its sty Iff 
is that which was in vogue about the reign of 
K. Henby VIII. A tower is at this time build* 
ing, in order to support a steeple, which, on ac 
count of its threatening appearance, was pru« 
dently taken down. The only inscription, worth 
recording, is the following: 

*^ If stones could speak, then Londonlis praise would jottncl, 
)Yho built this church and city from the ground. l63t* 

Some renovated white or French banners, 
recording the bravery of the citizens of Deebt, 
in the year l&iQt^ are suspended on each side of 

eg 
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the altar ^. The long wooden bridge 6v«r the 
mrer, u^ singubrly gtrikiog object, particulariy 
when you are upon it. 

' The following account of its constructtoabas 
teen giren in the Statistical Survey of Deny: 
** This bridge was constructed by Lemu£1 
Cox, of Boston, in North America ; it waA 
mnpleted in the space of 13 months : in length 
it is 1058 ^ety in breadth 40 feet: the piers 
OQiMiit of oak from 14 to (8 inches square, and 
^roBi 14 to 5S feet long ; the head| of ^adi port 
^tenanted into a cap piece, 14 inches square; 
mod 40 feet long, supported by three sets of 
girths and braces ; the piers, which are distant 
XfXMD each other I64. feet, are bound together by 
'13 strkig-pieoes, equally divided, and trans*- 



*' * A very interesting account of this memorable siege, was 
wrttten bytherilev. Oeorge J^alker, &iki republished at 'I>»i/i«, 
^«&4 ;ifa6» itoo]>clu4i» ikus: ' 

** TbuB^ ^fkT H>5 c^ays,^ being close bfsi^ed by near SOfibO 
men, constantly supplied from Zhblin^ God A4mig|^ty n^ 
pleased, in our greatest extremity, to send relief, to the admira* 
tion and joy of all good people^ and to the great disappointment 
of«io poii^uFand itmrcterate an enemy, who were^ concerned m 
pAiit bf intei^^ as well ^ reputlttion, to have rendered them- 
selves masters of the town. 
. "The eperpy lost between 8, or 5000 men bjefore our vails, 
and 100 of their best officers, according to the best compatattoR 
%i could make of botl^ by the ihisirmation of the prisoners Wc 
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Tersely bolted ; ob ibe string^ieees i»laidthjf 
flooring; to each side of the platform is itSistdu 
sailing 44- feet high; iaside railings are alscr 
made to guard the foot passengers ; OS Um(ft 
posts are arra&ged along the sides of the bridged 
Between the middle of the bridge and- the end 
next the city, ia draw-arch has been constructed^ 
of which all the machinery is worked under the 
floor of the bridge. The greatest depth of the 
river at low water is 31 feet, aiod the rise of the 
tide is from eight to ten feet" 

The san>e author, in his survey of the county, 
has given the following description of the City 
of Derry. **The form of the city m that of a 
parallelogram, whose longest sides range frouin 
north-east to south-west, and the shortest,! 
northeast to soutli-east. It has four maia 
streets within the walls ; each of these ccmi* 
mencing at the I>iauiond^ a ptrblic square, ter- 
minates at a gate, to which it gives ite ilianiie. 
The length of the city, within the watts, fifom 
Bishof's-oate, to Sfiip-ciuAY Gate^ ia 127* 
feet; the breadth, from Ferey-quat Oflfte to 
ButcherVoate, h&36 feet. The main street^ 
cross at right angles*; tlie smaller streets and 
lanes, in general,, follow the same arrangemenrtt^ 
The streets are well paved and lighted,^ bcit 
neither these, nor the roads, are sufficiemtly le- 
vel, to mate the use of carriages cojoveradnt. 
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The cathedral was erected under the direction 
of Sib John Vaughan, in 1633. About twen- 
ty years ago, under the auspices of the Earl of 
Bristol, the Bishop of the diocese, a very 
beautiful spire of cut freestone, was erected on 
the tower of the original steeple; but unfortu- 
nately, the weight of this new building, pressed 
upon the gathering of the arches, which were 
sprung to support it, and rendered its situation 
so precarious and alarming, that it was deemed 
prudent to take it down again." The stones of 
this steeple are all numbered, and it is intended 
to reerect the spire, as soon as the tower, des- 
tined to support it, is completed. 
Those who wish for more complete information 
respecting the ancient s'tate of the city of Lon- 
donderry, may consult Mr. Harris's Hiber^ 
nica, where a minute account is given of the 
city, from a survey made by pYNNAR,'in the 
year 1618. 

Mr. Archdale records the existence of se- 
veral mdnastick buildings at Derry ; of which 
the Abbey of Canons Regular, founded by St. 
CoLUMB, in the sixth century, was the most 
celebrated. This author has given a series of 
its abbots, from that early period to the year 
1531. He also mentions a Convent of Domini- 
cans, founded A-D. 1274 ; a Franciscan Friary, 
and a Nunnery of the Cistercian Order, found* 
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tdin 1218 ; but of all these religious estabKsh- 
ments, I could not learn that any vestiges re- 
mained at present. 

The houses in DfiRRT are built chiefly of 
brick; the Bishop's Palace, now fitting up, is- 
in the principal street ; and the Dean's residence 
is nearly opposite. Over the City Gate, in 
Bishop's Street, are two heads, well sculptured 
in stone. 

Saturday 16 August. From Derry to 
Newtown LimavadV, xiii miles. On look- 
ing back, see a pleasing view of Derry, and its 
lang^^^xteiided bridge. The lough appears to 
great advantage on the left. See at some dis- 
tance its embouchure^ bounded by a bold and 
precipitate hill towards the north. At mile ix 
is a seat of the Beresford family: fine ap- 
proach to the house, through a wood of stately 
oaks, and a rich underwood of holly, &c. 
LouoH FoYLE in front. At Ballykelly is a 
ncfw church, the head of which is too large for 
itsp Hdy. Lose sight of the Lough ; mud cot- 
tages reappear. We baited our horses at New- 
town LiMAVADY, a neat looking town, with 
wide streets, built upon an eminence ; a decent 
inn (Blair's Hotel.) Road good and wide ; 
little variety in the general stkte of cultivation; 
From thence we took the new road to 
Coxeraine, X MILES, ovcr a long and tedious 
mountain, which affords an extensive view of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ing reached the^jjM of tbp mouffitiaia, .wf ti^ 
versed a 3reary tract of wild aad bog^ g^owd: 
to C^t^BJiiN^ I observed duriiig this d^y'^ 
jpuroey aev^ial eaijthen works, a^id caf^nfds^ di^* 
persed oyer tlie hillsj ^n4 plajn^ and s^ very ^m 
Q^e of t^ forq^eir dc&crip^ioa on tl^ ri^f r 9^af 

COLSRANC* 



GIANTS CAUSEWAY. 

SvKDAi^ 17 Ai^G)(^sT. Our intended; pl«M, 
and high ei^ectations^ were coa»idei7aUy de^. 
nng^ by the very unfavourable appeiraace^ 
of thq .morning. Our curiosity tp see tlm €»*• 
fa^ed wonder of tbQ Nai[thi was grieat a«d nr* 
gent ; and the v^ry idea qf mopiiog wi^iiib our 
dull quarters, at Cox^RA IN 9> was too mudi for us 
to support: we proceeded therefore <m our jpuiS 
i^ey to tbe Causeway, whi<?h ia di^biknjfe fromx 
CoLEE^iNE eight. long miles. No «ne Jo^Jwt. 
on. this tract int^yei^es^ Qitb^r ^ i^nme tipei 
ey^e, or divert i^^ ^ttientioia; they rm^a^ ft^ 
by anficipat^ion on the; natural c«i!riosiik:s». ^fsfr 
have in viem, Passing by th^^eU o£ ail^e^ 
chux)cl> in ];uf9s> w^ o^pieto, the^ little viliigiQi 
ofi Busp IVtit^^LSj, sitiiftfted ^» the River BtHn, 
whidi falls oven a weir near the bridge j we- 
atppped aj; ^co^agft wjt. ftc dtStirat imm.thfii 
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C^tJSEinPATf, where we fbiin4 a fooi» fiir ow- 
selves, and $tahHn(^ for our horses. 

About twelve o'clock, the cWuds di3{>er8Qdfl^ 
and the hjeaveoQ seem disposecj tp favour <Hiir 
expeditioii. Of things $o much talked of^ we ani^ 
too apt to form exaggerated ideas, for** onm€, 
ignotum pro magnifico e^/,"and I knowof ni^ii^ 
whose praises have been so much vaulted as 
the Lake of Killarney and the GiAmr'ft 
Causeway ; the Southern and Northern W<m- 
ders of Ireland. When, such gigantic epi- 
thets are applied to objects^ we of com^se crx* 
peot to see nature decked m l^r grandest aod. 
most horrid attire ; and tbi^ idea which my imft-* 
gination had formed concerning the Causs- 
WAT, was Aat of a high and extensive ra^ge of 
ba»kic coluntoSy stretching forth boldly int^: 
the sea, Uke a stately pier; buit from its flat-: 
neas, the CAusuwAy is totally o^erlopked, im- 
til poieled out by yoUw guide : ita detail, how- 
eveiv whernexaibifiedoa thespot^ ip extreii^ety^ 
cunons. The iiurroumiiog uionnt^in^, tboi^h 
ratharrc^a lai^ sea^t 2^ not suiBciently va- 
ried to give them a beautiful appearance, or 
i^fmw^f enough to give them an imposing^ 
one: lAr^oir^ the whole of this scenery will 
pfove more satisfe^tory to the natural philo- 
sopher, and mineralogist, than to the artist 
Having never studied mineralogy, I feel to- 
tally incompetexit to give either a just or ade- 
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quate description of this great natural curiosity;^ 
but ray readers will have no cause to lament 
my inability, when I lay before them an ac- 
count of the Causeway and its basal tes, drawn 
up by the Rev, William Hamilton, in his 
Letters concerning the Northern Coast of An^ 
trim. 

" The Causeway itself, is generally de- 
scribed as a mole or quay, projecting from the 
base^of a steep promontory, some hundred feet 
into the sea, and is formed of perpendicular 
pillars of basaltes, which stand in contact with- 
each other, exhibiting a sort of polygon pave- 
ment, somewhat resembling the appearance of 
a solid honeycomb. The pillars are irregulai;. 
prisms, of various denominations, from three 
to eight sides * ; but the hexagonal columns are 
as numerous as all the others together. 

"On a minute inspection, each pillar is found' 
to be separable into several joints, whose arti- 
culation is neat and compact beyon4 expies^ 
sion; the convex termiaAtion of on6 joint, aU* 
ways meeting a concav^'s^icket in the next;* 

♦ MT.Taujai de St. Fond, took mtich pains to search fofpfflafrt' 
of nine sides, amongst the basaltes of Viverais, in bdiatfqueiiai> 
of &e account which Mr. Mdynmx an^ Mr. dt IMle gave, th^ , 
such were to be found ; but there is little cjoubt Ihat both, these 
gentlemen were ntistaken ; none of that denomination are to be, 
discovered at the Giant's Causeway, or in the neighbourhood'^" 

indeed oc^a^g:owfl/ pillars can veiy rarely be met with. ^ 

3 ' 
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besides which, the angles of one frequently 
shoot over those of the other, so that they are 
completely locked together, and can rardy 
be separated without a fracture of these parts. 

" The sides of each column are unequal 
amongst themselves, but the contiguous sides 
of adjoining columns, are always of equal dt» 
inensions,80 as to touch in all their parts. 

** Though the angles be of various magnitudes, 
yet the sum of the contiguous angles of adjoin- 
ing pillars, always makes up four right ones ; 
so that there are no void spaces among the ba- 
saltes; the surface of the Causeway exhibit- 
ing to view, a regular and compact pavement 
of polygon stones. 

"The outside covering is soft, and of a brown 
colour, being the earthy parts of the stone, 
nearly deprived of its metallic principle by the 
action of the air, and of the marine acid which 
it receives from the sea*." 

Having spent a few hours in examining the 
Causeway, we visited a cavern in a little bay 
to the westward, and not far from the cottage 
where we had left our chaise. Here the artist 
will find a grand subject for his pencil, which I 



* This coating contains iron which has lost its pUogisttmt and 
is nearly reduced to a state of calx ; for, with a very moderate 
keat, it becomes of a bright red ochre colour, the attendant 
•f an iron earth. 
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was prevented taking, by a violent and danf 
gerous fall in getting into the cavern*. 
Hm subtetraneous grotto, into which the ses 
roan wiib great violence^ is certainly worth 
fiottce : its entrance has been shut up^ (and I 
liave reft8€m to tbink^ unlawfully) in order to 
cbiitt ^[pm strangers an admittance fee. 

Movi^AY 18 August. I varied my road to 
BUSiB MiLXSy in order to tiew DtrKLUcs Cas- 
tle. See Port Rush on the left^and at a greater 
dtstance, Down Hjll, a magnificen^t honse^ 
built by Lord Bristol,, the late j^sbop of 
DjERRT fy and siituated on the edge of the aea^ 
mol; far from the entrance to Lough Foyxe. I 
observed some rude basaltes or columnar stones 
^ the hills to the right, and saw several of 
their joints employed in the construction of 
^ neig^bouxLBg houses. There is a fine sei^ 
ps;ospect on this coast; bounded* by a long 
range of the Donegall mountains. Not fan 
to the westward of Dunluce,. is a fine roek of 
lime stone^ aa vrhkc as^ clmlk, great qtiaiitities 



.. * I metirtion this cireumstance asra caudon to hxUasa tMvel- 
lersy whose curiosity may lead them into this subtemuKOOS 
grotto. The approach is dark, and the wall which separates the 
interior fromthe adit, is very slippery, and should besuimottnt- 
ed with caution. 

t See a description of, Dmn Hill (with a view) in the Staiit^ 
tkal Survey of Dtrry. ^ 
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of which are burned in kilos, and used as nia« 
fturc. 

Dvi^LUce, at first aighti presents only an 
unseeiilly pite of ruins, like those of a viltagt 
destroy^ ; but on a nearer approach, its stttt^ 
ation becomes truly •strikingi and indeed ina« 
jestic, when viewed from the sea shore at its 
base. Its position is one of the boldest I bavt 
ever witness^d^ and gives a degree of grandeur 
to the ruins, which in a less commanding situ^ 
itton, might.perhaps pass unnoticed. 

The picture of this castte has been so ably 
drawn by the ingenious Mr. Hamiltok, that 
I shall again wave any description of my dwn. 
-^ ** There are three or four old castles along 
the coast, uiituated in places extremely difficult 
ofacoess, but their early histories are for the 
^greater part lost. The most remarkable of these 
18 the Castle of Dunluci^, which is at present 
in possession of the Antrim family. It is situ^ 
ated in a singular manner on an isolated ab* 
PSLpt rock, perforated by the wavtrs, which have 
fbrmcld under it a very spacious cavern. This 
r0ck projects into tlie sea, and seems as it weri' 
i^it off from the terra Jirma. Over the imme* 
diate diasm lies the only a^^roach to -the cas*^ 
ti^ 4iiong a narrow wall, \vhieh has been built 
somewhisit like a bridge, connecting it to the 
ai^ining latid; and this circumstance must 
kAve #Midef6d it almost impregnable before th6 
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iavention of artillery. On close eiutmiiiatioii, 
it appears that there was originally another 
wall, which ran across the chasm, parallel to the 
former, and that by laying boards over these, ^ 
an easy passage might occasionally be made for 
the benefit of the garrison. 

" The walls of this castle are built of columnar 
iMisaltes, many joints of which are placed in 
such a manner as to show their [Solygon sections; 
and in one of the windows of the north side, 
the architect has contrived to splay off the wall 
neatly enough, by making use of the joints of 
a pillar, whose angle was sufficiently obtuse to 
suit his purpose. 

** The original lord of this castle and its terri- 
tories, was an Irish chief, called, M'Quilxan ; 
of whom little is known, except that, like most 
of his countrymen, he was hospitable, brave, 
and improvident ; unwarily allowing the ScotS 
to grow in strength, until they contrived to 
beat him out of all his possessions.'* 

Some further accounts of this castle may be 
collected from the Life of Sib John Perrot, 
•who, being Lord Deputy of Ireland, encsunp* 
ed before Dunluse, and besieged it, being one 
of the strongest pieces within the realm of 
Ireland ; ''for it is situate upon a rock, hang-* 
ing over the sea, divided from the mayne, with 
a deep rock ditch, natural and not artificial, 
and having no way to it but a small neck of 
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the fiame rocl^^ ^hich is also cut off very deep^ 
It had ia it then a strong ward, whereof the 
captaia was a Scotishman, vv^ho, when the Der 
puty sent to him to yield, refused parley, apd 
answered (speaking very good £nglish)/' thajt 
they would keep it to the last man ;" which 
made the Deputy draw near thither, and plant 
a battery of culverines and cannon before it^ 
which being btought bysga to Skxrries Ppat 
RpsH, the Lord Deputy. caused to be draw» 
thither, (being two miles ojf from Dukluse) 
by force of men, wherein he spared not the lar 
hour of his own servants ; and when small 
fhot played so thick out of the fort, that the 
common soldiers began to shrink in planting of 
the artillery, the Lord Deputy made his own 
men fill the gabions with earth, and make good 
the ground, until the ordinance was planted, andt 
the trenches made. This being done, the Lo.r4 
Deputy himself gave fire to the first piece of 
ordinance, and discharged it, which did no 
great hurt; but shortly ^fter, it being. better 
shakedi the next morning (after, that they had 
over-night fe)t ^ little :the forca of the battery) 
they sent unto the Loi:d Depu.ty to be receive^ 
ijnto mercy, wherjeunto he confl^scended the 
rather, bipcau^ehe would s^ye the charges 
of. repairing a^in,.that, pieccj^ which otherwise 
lie:tnust(haye jbea^t down, :and for that be would 
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not Apefid the pfovis^iod, tr^akea the fbrcea; 
i&d hinder the rest of the services thea intehd- 
c^» hy lyin^ long before one fort ; and tbi^e^ 
^he graisited them life, and liberty to di^uft.f 
P. 160. This (ott was afterw«irds lost l^ the 
tetachery of its governor, which is thus recotd* 
ed by the same biographer: ** Withall there 
]tiq>pening an ftccidebt of the loss of D^KLtrsE, 
(vi4iich the Deputy had Won, and pUeed a ward 
Aerein) he advertised thei&dme irnio the Privy 
tbutacilafterhis manner. When he first tdok 
thlttpile, heplaCiedn pensioner, 43aUed Pet«B 
tAttY, to^be iJOfistabte Df k, with a ward ol 
tiV soldiers, thinking him- to be of ^;Eng^ 
lish.piile or^race; butaft^t;^ard$ found that he 
#as of the Ca&£\vi» in thedor^ This coqstak 
Me, deposing trust iit th6.^6r <tf hU.t^oufttry andt 
iindred, had gottetf Mime i;^ them untie b'm^y 
ind discharg^ed the tlnglUh sbldiefs unkfibwif 
to the Deputy : tM^o of theie having > cojifeiie^ 
tkteA with the enemies, drew u^ fifty of tiiem 
ih the night/ by ropes made of withies. Having 
ilttfprized the c&stle, th@y ^isMuked a liUle 
tawer, Wherein the co^tikble\;i%S| and a few 
With him j; they dt fii%fi Mftrtd them life, ttd 
to put them lli Any plMt»^^ifey irould desile^ 
(for so had the tl^aitoi'i c«hdi€ioM4 H^tb thkm 
before;) but tli^ cbliStkble, WifliUg'rtO p^M the 
pt'ict of his folly, ehose ralthbr Id iPiWtfgb hl» liltf 
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WitbHfeeplace itt very itiatfljrswt, ttifiitiab yidtj 
uiltt> atiy suc$h donditidttir, attd*\^as simhi Tbii* 
tmnsaetiott'happfeii^^about tHe^year 1585:" 

Many interestlrtg ahd s1;rikitigf vi^«^' iftlght^ 
be taker! of tliis oastle in itb dlffetteiit atsp^cts, 
by die artist wllc^hasf tittle aHd ihdiriattoti atUlK^ 
domrtiafid. The sfUbrertatieoas oEtVerti WbkJW 
pftfofkt)^ the racfc^oh M^iehthrfbftness st8tfdft,» 
iS'iUb Wbrtliy of retwtek* 

Prbm? Dx^^LtfdE, P \^iitJtd Bi^sH M^dm; ah* 
ffttrti thetice tb» iftyfol^W halting, place iie^ 
the CAV^8tel^AY, w'heitT procured a hdrsfe, aflS'* 
rftde oV^ at^ siftdoth aild level dowri^to Cap^ 
PLEA^^^isr, distiBftit;' jfbbut a* linle and ^ hi^f 
frcHfl the cottS^. Hete f riiet iHtli those |^i% 
gantic features which I had been led to expeWf 
at the CAtJsfeV'^Ay-. From a^natur&l-seat on tbW 
cafiiF, P had^a^ trtriy- astbnishinfg arid pl«aii?h^ 
i^ew'of tiiffefe^suc^tSsi Vi p^mctotdHeiii or hfead^ 
lA4id»; r«Wng iff gradual j*«rspcfctivfei; theif 
ujp^et sutfttefe IfcVd- atid' Utfifbtm; their hA^ 
bWketf in tHe rtfo^t fatftasti* fbrms; Shdiistl**? 
view Iddkinfg we&tWard ; the^ mttrfe-rifiiititfc' par* 
ticulars of which P sUall exlhifct fi^rtt the wbtiff 
ctf^the sSHie able authdr; to wiWm I have lieen 
ittrfdbted^fbr fbrmet dfescriptJon^* of this coast/ 
To the eastw^tod the vieMrianblessiritferestihg'; 
presenting in the foreground, the verdant head- 
land of Bengqi^e, and at a distance the more 
barren one of Faibhead, with Baghery Island ; 

p 
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SIO CAPE PLEASKIN. 

beybnd which, I distinctly saw the heights of 
the Western Isles in Scotland * ; for a clearer 
and more advantageous day for distant pro^ 
spects never shone upon travellers; • 

This line of coast is thus admirably and cor-^ 
recily described by Mr. Hamilton : ** The 
Ijeading features of this whole coast, are the 
two great promontories of Ben gore and Fair- 
head, which stand at the distance of eight 
miles from each other ; both formed on an ex- 
tensive scale^ both abrupt towards the sea, and 
abundantly exposed to observation; and each, 
iti its kind, exhibiting noble arrangements of 
the different species of columnar basaltes. 

** The former of these, (Bengore) lie* about 
seven miles west of Ballycastle, and is ge- 
nerally described by seamen, w1k> see it at a 
distance, and in profile, as an extensive head- 
land, running out from the coast a considerable 
length into the sea; but, strictly speaking, it 
is made up of a number of lesser capes and bays, 
each with its own proper name, the tout en- 
semble of which forms what the seamen denomi- 
nate the headland of Bengore. 

'* These capes are composed of variety of 
different ranges of pillars, and a great number 
of strata ; which, from the abruptness of the 



* I imagine the very high mountains to be those called the 
rap9 ofJuTQy in an island of the same name. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CAPE PLEASKIN. fill 



coast, are extreniely conspicuous, and form an 
unrivalled pile of natural architecture, where- ' 
in all the neat regularity and elegance ^f* 
art, is united to the wild magnificence of na- 
ture, 

" The most perfect of these capes is called 
Pi^EASKiN, whose summit is covered with a 
thin grassy sod, under which lies the natural 
basaltic rock, having generally a bard surface; 
somewhat cracked and shivered. At the depth 
of ten or twelve feet from the summit, this 
rock begins to assume a columnar tendency,' 
and forms a range of massy pillars of basaltes, 
which stand perpendicular to the horizon, pre^' 
sentuig, in the sharp face of the promontory,' 
the appearance of a magnificent gallery, or co- ♦ 
lonnade, upward of sixty feet in height This - 
colonnade is supported on a solid balse of co^rs6, 
black, irregular rock, near sixty feet thick, 
abounding in blebs and air holes^; but though 
comparatively irregular, it may ^ be evideriCly* 
observed to affect a peculiar figure,- tending m * 
many places to run into regular forms, resefm-*' 
bling the shooting of salts, and many othep 
substances, during a hasty crystallization. " * '* 

'* Under this great bed of 'Stone^ stands a* ^ 
second range of pillars, between forty aijd fifty ; 
feet in height, less gfross, and more sharply de- 
fined than those of the upper story; many of 
them, on a close view, emulating. even the n^iskt-- 

p 8 
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WAX^ Tliift kwfir rauige^ i^.borufi ooia layer of 
rQdoobri&>9>>«ey whiqhi$erv^&asai.rieIie£to ahovt 
it to gsieat adi^antago. ' « 

"These two admirable natural galleries, tor^ 
ge^er with, th^ interjacent ma^s. ofr irregular 
rockt fornii^ perpendicular heighit of on^himdre^ 
a,td S6¥icni}( feet ; ftom.the)base ofi^hioh^ die 
promontoTj^i coyered.oKer^vri^'i)ock andgfafis^ 
slopfftadoiU^ to thev seat fon th6'Sflaoe^ ofi twa 
huadre^ifei^tmor^ makii>g^ in. all, a mass, of 
neafi fimib hutidrfid feet in i height, which in» 
b^wityoaodcvaricty^ofit&jcolouringi in elegan<m> 
an4 nQYi^tiH of armngementv saidAp Mi^extr&t. 
oi:4ij»W mi^itudeof) it$ qlyeots^ cannot rear 
dilyjbQ>rivalted5byiany. thing of the bind^afejire''^ 
sent ItuQwiQu 

^^Tbpugh there are but twoicoinplete* rangear 
of, pU^rs; vj^ifa^e^ in any oft the pfif^uMntories^ 
yets it) i$ nat iinpw>biahle thatt there - way: h© 
m^tiy mpr^e in au^c^e^sion^ at; vaHonSidfip^ba^ 
U94er ^AWid,; anjd. thi^ppinion<isiQonfirmed jipj^^ 
colimnn^^^mafksj, wI^Qhcantbe traced li^l^se^* 
V€f^h rOQk» i thati lie.j. iu, the sea* 'Rbe Gauj5H>-* 
WAY itself; is . situftt^d ] at , t\^ ' base ofe qi»' ofj 
tljpsejcjijpes, o» theilevfiof : th^y hea^H^ and' ap- 
pCAW ia5,par^ :of ia<,c;alMi90^¥i hed, thejt ha^ i^tt: 
accid?llf:«Jily. strippied.. apd) Hrashfid^^ daaring Bo 
lopg cQujrsp-ofiyeaw, by. rains aadihe/.^iaavesi 
of th^, wieaii., 
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** Tfee piHers of th^ whole feeadfemd of Bev- 
ooRE^ «[%eftr tmttirally to5affife€t a per^cntlicalir 
^tuatroa, Ami ifa a ffeW pkcts where they lit 
in an inclined posturev it dee6» to be the effect 
of fionle ektei-nal cbusfej which has deranged 
them from their drigiilal disposition. Inded^ 
wheire the fonnsof ciys^lliEation ateinlperfe^t^ 
they me^ be seen to ^hoot in Various dit^ctionSf 
abd tometiines in irregular curves } but in most 
of thefce instances) th(e columnar outline is verjr 
rude and Unfinished^ 

^Mt is worth while remarking, that thb 
ranges of pillars are more perfect^ in proportion 
as they lie deeper in the ground; the second 
range in Pleaskin is evidently better finished 
than the upper one/ and contains much fewer 
irregularities in the grain of its stone; while 
the pillars of the Causeway, which runs into 
the sea itself, have still a greater sharpness in 
their figure, and are more close and uniform in 
their texture. Such is the general outline of 
thid great headlatid^ affording objects ex- 
tremely interesting to every one, who may 
^ish to sfudfy nature in Aef bold and uncom- 
mon works. 

** As this cape exhibits a copious variety of 
basaltic substances, distinctly marlced in their 
appearances and rel^ivo^ situations, and capa- 
ble of being attentively examined, it may be 
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proper to enumerate, with more precision, the 
different fossils which it contains, and their re- 
lative position. It should be observed, that the 
strata^ considered within a small space, 24[>pear 
pretty nearly horizontal, although the descent 
of the promontory, and of the coast, generally 
taken, be in reality from the sea toward the 
land. The mean height of this northern coast, 
and of the country contiguous to it, probably 
equals 1000 feet; yet the surface ef Lough 
Neagh, situated in the midst of this part of 
Ireland, is not elevated more than 38 f^ct 
above the ocean. 



STRATA AT CAPE PLEASKIN. 

No. 1. Summit, irregular basal tes, shivered 
and cracked at the surface. 12 feet 

2. Perpendicular range of gross pillars,^ 
containing air holes. 60 feet. 

S. Gross bed of rude basal tes, showing 
marks of a tendency towards forms, 
- resembling an imperfect crystalliza- 
tion. 60 feet 

4. Second range of regular pillars, neat^ 
and divided into joints. 40 feet 
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No. 5. 



7. 



^Bed of red argillaceous ochre, on 
which the second range of pillars 
rests. 

A thin course of iron ore amid the 
bed of ochre. 

Soft argillaceous stone, of various co- 
lours, and a mottled appearance, 
friable, and resembling a variety 
of steatites. 22 feet. 



8. Succession of five or six gross beds of 

table basaltes, between which, thin 

strata of ochre and other substances 

-occur- 1 80 feet. 

Total 374 feet. 

Total height of the clifF> from the summit to 
the base, 374 feet. 

** At the distance of eight miles from Cape 
Pleasjkjn, the promontory of Fairhead* 
raises its lofty summit more than five hundred 
feet above the sea, forming the eastern termina- 
tion of Ballycastle Bay It presents to view 

* This promontory is styled, by ftohmy^ the ancient geogra- 
pher, Robogdium Promontorivnif an^ ipserted as such in h\^ Map 
pf Ireland. 
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^ Vast ttitiss fif mde .qplumpar ^tones; the fp];m^ 
of which are extremely i^tPSis, /nany of them 
exceeding two hundred feet ifi jengt^, and the 
texture so coarse, as to resemble an imperfect 
con^pact granite, rather t^n the pnifoi^ fiae 
grain of the Gianj'3 (Zau^sway basaltes. 
These pillars do not at first view appear to have 
any marks of articulation ; but oii observing 
such as have fallen down from the top of Fair-- 
HEAD, they are found ,to be often separated into 
pretty regular joints by the force of ,the fall. 
At the base of these gigantic columns, lies a 
wild waste of natural ruins, of an enormous 
size, which in the course of successive ages, 
have been tumbled down from their foundation, 
by storms, or some more powerful operations 
of nature. These massive bodies have sometimes 
withstood the shock of their fall, and often lie 
in groups and clumps of pillars, resembling 
many of the varieties of artificial ruins, and 
forming a very novel and striking landscape. 

** A savage wild n ess characterizes this great 
promontory, at the foot Qf which the ocean 
rages with uncommon fury. Scarce a single 
mark of vegetation has yet crept over the hard 
rock,to diversify its colouring, but one uniform 
greyness clothes the scene all around. Upon the 
whole, it makes a fine contrast with the beau- 
tiful capes of Benoore; where the varied 
brown shades of the pillars, enlivened by the 
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i*ed^4 gf eep tiftts of jthe wl\r.e.Midgr*58,^cast 
^.degiree of Ufp .£m4 ich^erfiAnoss oyer th.e .diflfe- 

Much 4iipr€ time wpyld be required th^n me 
-could At pi;e^ein,t spaxe, loex^miue.ihi^ iateceskt- 
Jiag co:v&t .witli the .^ttetntiau ift (J^iW^Bcd^. I 
think,?. fortnight might ike both.^graeah^y^sjad 
upef^lly )Spent jn this neighbourhood. The trii- 
^ller should fioc Bis quarters at the cviU^^ge ^f 
PtHSH MiLLS^ whtrfi a new aud cleau irgi has 
lately been feartablis.hed. From this point the 
jcxQfL^t might be surveyed leisurely, and without 
fatigue J for h^i»e, ^ well as at K^h-aen^y, 
the detail should be most particularly ^tteuded 
p) ; ^nd ^specially that part of the coast be- 
tween the Causeway and Cap^ PtpASKxar : 
this cannot be done safely without the a^s^i^- 
ance of ^ boat, and the cert^mty of a sjettled 
feather apd a calm sea. J &ay $af^y^ bec^jusye 
the path leadi;ng4owu tp the b^e of the cliffs, 
cg^n be deemed $ut^ footing only to th^ bare- 
footed natives. Duj^lifce also should be viewed 



JicmHtQjfs Letters ^ the Cofist qfdnjtrim^ second jedUiPD,which 
is more copious than tl\e first, in which, ^ person untutored in 
the deep science of mineralogy, wiU find aU the information iie 
can desire, conveyed in the most clear and simple terms. This 
worthy rm^ fejji % |w;#pe tP popular fiv^, dgfiwjj itftKe i^^Mkoa 
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in each direction from the shore, both near and 
at a distance. A longer digression should be 
made on the coast eastward to BALLiNOTor, 
where there is a curious bridge of ropes*; and 
extended from thence to Ballycastle and 
Fairhead. From the former of these places, 
one day's journey will convey you along the 
coast to Glen ARM ; and a second day by 
Larke to Belfast. I regretted vety much 
being unable to take this line of road, which 
had been strongly recommended to me for its 
natural beauties ; but the uncertainty of find- 
ing a relay of post horses, and the many de- 
lays and disappointments I had met with on 
that score, induced me to return to Dublin by 
the more frequent, though less interesting, road 
of communication. 

To those who have little time, and little cu- 
riosity, three days would suffice to have a ge- 
neral view of this coast. On the first day, Dun- 
luce Castle and the Causeway might be vi- 
sited; on the second. Cape Pleaskin ; and 
a third day would complete the line of coast to 
Ballingtoy, Ballycastle, and Fairhead. 

There is nothing very particular to arrest the 
attention of the tourist at Coleraine. The 

* This bridge is usually taken down the end of August, when 
th« salmon fishery, for which purpose it is constructed, ceases^ 
1 
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town is considered .as the second in point of 
size within the county, and carries on a const- 
derable trade in linen goods. It consists prin« 
cipally of one long street; in the centre, and 
near the upper end of which, is the market 
house, and beyond it, the church, surrounded 
by some fine sycamore trees. This street is in- 
tercepted by the River Bann, a fine broad 
stream, influenced by the tide, over which there 
is a wooden bridge, supported on stone piers* 
Below the bridge, is an old fashioned houseof 
Mr. Jackson, with some well wooded grounds 
on the banks of the river ; above it there is a 
very pleasant walk to the salmon leap, wher« 
the river makes a very considerable, and rather 
a picturesque fall. On the right hand of the 
road, leading to the river, is a tumulus; and 
continuing my walk, I had a very advantageous 
view of another fine earthen work, boldly situ* 
ated on the opposite banks of the river, and 
partly covered with wood. This is the same 
work I noticed on my approach to Coleraine, 
and is one of the largest I have tnet with in 
Ireland. This salmon leap, or fishery, belongs 
to Sir GjEORGE Hill, and (as I was told) lets 
for the annual r^t of £, 1000. The main stream, 
is always left open for the free passage of the 
fish up the river ; but, on the 12th of August, 
the fishery ceases, and all the other ^^eirs ar« 
opened. The salmon arc caught in a trap of 



Digitized by 



Google 



SS0 BikLLYiMN£.r. 

Imsketwork, (like those used in rivers lor taking 
eels) through which the salmon fas^es^ «Dd «s 
it 16 the nature of tbi« Ash to fight «l#i^^ 
against the 45ti«ani| he vtev&r thinks of n retreats 
I Bw man J of them leapang, and wa& iiaft>rm€<l^ 
by the {leople at the weir, that the fly fisbjia^ 
vasexcdlenty and seldom refused to^atlemen 
on afiplicatioAi at a proper season of the year« 

Wednesday 20 Aucust^ From CoiEHAiNK 
to Balltmon£T VII MILES* Road gt>od, and 
not hilly. See a round earthen work, and pass 
sk fine reach of the River Ban n upon the right ; 
eultivation nearly the same; some meadows 
manured with i^w lime unmixed with earth. 
Ballthonet is a neat little town, well built 
\rith stone, and slated roofs ; a decent inn» with 
post horses. 

From Ballymok^T to Ahoghill xiv ahles* 
Road not quite so good as during the former 
stage; rough in parts; no hills of consequence; 
several high and low eg/then works are dis- 
persed about the country : cultivation conti- 
nues the same. We* procured a pair of horses 
irom each of the little inns ^t Ahoghill, and 
proceeded on our journey tq Antrim^ xii 
MILES. Passed two earthen war|cs nearly qppo* 
site each other: same kind of cultivationif 
scanty crops of outs. At Ran^plbsxown^ we 
turned o/f to the righl^and entered the demesne 
of Loud 0'Ne,ill ; hut the park gates being 
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locSiadv v^erlfiftioun camagesr and. wdlbed,. first. 
tO' SHAXii'^ GXSflPrtA- ^iwi aftieuwarda toi An.- 
TiiUM^ Tlrer park ia e^cteixswaaiid^wild, its^finesft 
fefttiira- i^i tii«r BUvei- Mai^n^^ which flow,a im 
a bwad' a^id* i^i(iaJiaaMiei,»hjetw.een:finely wood?- 
ed hiyiJcs,^ aftidt empibiQi»>ita waieni intot Eauan: 

Sii>*iif^';9; CASjMjja>. the* anatenfr seat of the 
0;iil*£i LL taaiil^ ist placed immediately on. the 
shpresiofi tbo: Ul^,. who^ waves beat againEt its; 
wall^i;, it:is a^ old oa&tle. modemii^edy or rather 
a modi^rm mansion attadhadr tOf an/old^&rti:; it^. 
situ3b^in< is^i bi»ldf; but ita archifcecturai design; 
far fiiORif pictttresq^etarrappropriatei Improve*' 
mc<Bt%«bath^iu-g|Hrdeiuiigand;faitning:^ aread^ 
vanain^^herctrmosti rupidly ; a.ftttorkitchen gar? 
den^ with, allr it^iluiKiurioiis^and g^k&sy aj^en- 
d^es^^and^ver y^aistmulve and commodiousi^mi 
offi<W^ha*-a4ardy>boanierected. 

I^iprwe^jngi towards AN^pjttM, wccoasted: 
th^ lake fa)r,abtKvaa mile;, aodiiy tbe assistance:. 
o£t a can ct'o^ed oyer acbinlet jof it, whaoh short*^ 
eufd oMx, w^k». very- Qo»«iderab3j^ . ThSsi loughs 
bears more the appearance of an inland sea^than;: 
of a^piece.ofr fresh water^ asnits ' distant horizon* 
taUine is., terminated. by> the-. sky>. and no land:. 
boaudaiy»,is:;visibl&u Itas shores a«e flat;. and; the. 
surraunding, country, presents no grandeur oft 
cluraotwipr feature,. It is said. to be one. of ther 
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S8S LOUGH NEAGH. 

largest lakes in Europe; but writers differ 
about its dimensions. It is stated, by the author 
of the Iter^ to be SO miles long, and 15 broad ; 
and though fed by six considerable rivers, and 
four of lesser note, it has but one narrow outlet. 
But the most accurate account of the lough, 
seems to be the one given in the Statistical Sur^ 
wy of the Counttf of Armagh, published in 
1804, which I shall here transcribe: '* This 
immense sheet of water, which may well be 
styled a sea, in compariscHi with all the other 
lakes in Ireland, covers a great area, in the 
heart of the province, (Armagh) and is bounded 
by five counties, viz. Armagh on the south, 
Tyrone on the west, Londonderry on the 
north'West, Antrim on the north and east, and 
Down, which barely touches it on the south- 
eastern angle. Small as this angle is, yet on the 
confines of the lake, there is no district, which 
more materially suffers from its inundations, 
which here have sometimes overflowed an ex- 
tensive plain, above seven or eight miles in 
land, and produced the most mischievous ef<- 
fects. 

^' In all the old maps of Ireland, it has 
been stated, that Lough Neagh covers a plain 
of 100,000 acres ; but the survey made by Mr. 
Lendrick, directly contradicts this statement, 
and reduces its contents nearly to one half; to 
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that of 58,200 acres *. This gentleman also cor- 
rects the figure of the lake, which, he asserts, 
was laid down as incorrectly as the area; and 
hy his report, it is fifteen miles in length, ,by 
seven in breadth. 

" It becomes a matter of surprise, that so im- 
mense a body of water, which is supplied by the 
constant influx of several great rivers, and 
numberless others of lesser note, should have 
but one narrow channel, from whence these are 
again discharged; and we should expect on 
this account, that inundations were so frequent, 
as to depopulate its shores ; but this seldom oc- 
curs ; perhaps a great overflow will not occur 
above once in fifteen years. 

^* Where the shore is flat, it is subject to every 
flood, and its banks are always marshy, and in- 
capable, from their low situations, of being 
drained ; and a great extent is of this descrip- 
tion ; in some few places, the coast is bold and 
abrupt, but entirely- destitute of wood, which 
would be so beautiful a contrast to the lake, 
although the stumps and roots of trees which 
have been found in several places, prove, that 
formerly the shores must have been covered 
with forest ; nor are there any of the delightful 
interruptions which KiIlarnet and Lougu 



* A map of Lough Ne&ghy with its bearings, and soundings, 
from actual survey, is given in the Survey i^ Armagh. 
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£r«^i: are crffebrfeted for, by tJfc brealc*^ fonri^ 
hi thepro^pecft^ with rocky and woo<fed i^8tnd&, 
pTf^nting irregular and' uttdalatSng surfkfc^ ; 
all herr ift an^ umaPied^ safnweis^ no picKlresque 
views, or romantic scenery, and butt^o ifi^andsr 
in thiff^gredt' expanse, one neat thb shbre, in 
the south* w^rtisrti angle- of the' \^ei c^led 
Blac K^ WAITER I^A'Nb, just at the mbHth of 
the river of the same name ; add the others dU* 
the eastern borders, contiguous to* thecoast of 
Amftttf^ named Ram Island, and in thU 
IS one of the- ancient round towers^jjefeuliartb* 

•'T^e channel, through which tbi^eat body- 
of water seeks its passiEige to theocesin, ii^ &X\td^ 
the Lower Ba*w* river, ^id fkyws id- that exiten-^ 
sive confine, betM^ew LojfDoiJimERT and An- 
ntiM coiintie6,i>early' in a^direction A*om south> 
to north, for a line of about thirty mile« in- 
Itegtb/ifiduding'itt^curvatures and-aligles, aii4^ 
is' disehargedanto the oceans four-nliles below 

This lake- iaf>roductive of a great variety dS^ 
Hsixi salflwoni a large kind^ of trout^ bream^ 
pfrtcb; andthe poHen, which- is the^stfrne^a^^th^r: 
ferra^ of the Lake of Gsa^BVA, ami tl» gigf^ 
moi/^^ ofi Bai^ Is^oe^in North. Walcft^: tb«y are: 
brought daily to market at Antrim, and sell 
for three pence the pound, 

3 
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In our way to Antrim, we passed a neglect- 
ed mansion house of the Massarene family, 
seated on the banks of a small river. There is 
a tolerably good inn, with post horses, (Craw- 
ford's) at Antrim, which, like the generality 
of Irish towns, consists of one long street, with 
the marketplace in the middle of it. 

Thursday 21 August. From Antrim to 
Belfast xir miles. A tedious and dreary stage 
over the White Mountains : road rough in 
parts. See on the left a round tower rising from 
a grove of trees, its roof apparently perfect. 
Manufactories, and a greater appearance of com- 
merce. The earthen works, both high and low, 
appear more frequent than heretofore: some 
stand very near each other, and one (if not two) 
are intersected by the road. The cultivation is 
nearly the same, scanty crops of oats, potatoes, 
and flax : pastures neglected ; little lime is used, 
though much is made. A thick fog prevented 
our seeing the only interesting view which this 
whole track affords, and which (according to the 
Iter) comprehends four counties, and as many 
lakes. On descending this mountain, Bel- 
fast soon opens; the fields white with linen, 
the country bespread by numerous manufacto- 
ries; in short, a commercial air enlivens the 
whole scenery. We found excellent accommo- 
dations at Wilson's Hotel. 

The town of Belfast has more attractions 
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Sd5 HILiSBOBOUGH. 

to the merchant than to the antiquary : tt has 
some good streets, but no public buildings par- 
ticutarlj worthy of remark ; the houses are in 
general bAllt with brick, and the roofs covered 
with slate. 
Friday 22 August. From BEtFASx to Hills- 
borough XII MILES. Road excdicnt, and not 
hilly. Cross a long bridge, of 19 or 20 archce^over 
the River Lagan. The city appears to great ad- 
vantage on a retrospective view, backed by a 
fine range of mountains : one of which presents a 
veiy bold and rugged outline. The general face 
of the country bears a cheerful aspect, and very 
different from what we had hitherto seen ; it is 
thickly studded with gentlemen's seats, aad 
whitened houses ; the Uind also is better culti- 
vated, and an occasional field of wheat is seen* 
Pass on the right a neglected seat of Lord 
DuNGAN vox ; ami leave the town of Lisbujix 
in the same direction *. 

* The author of the Siutktkal Sift^ey of DawHf amongst 
4Aer Druidical ramams, mentioos a Cr^trnkQi^ in the Gtaat's 
Atffg, near the Church of JXrumbo, on the sumipk of a bill be- 
tween Beffaat and LUburn. " The altar, consisting tJf a rude 
incumbent stone of seven feet by six and a half, is supported by 
ranges of rude pillars, and close to it, some fixed stones still re- 
main of considerable size ; the supporters arc ftou two to three 
and a half feet high, and the covering stone formeriy an inclined 
plane. The inclosure, in the centre of which stands this altar, 
is circubir^ one third of a mile in circumference: the rampart 
which surrounds it, sloping on each side, instead of ending in a 
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HiLLSBOEOuoH IS a siMall town, with an ex- 
cellent inn, and every convenience of post 
horses, &c. The Marquis of Dow^sHiREhas 
a seat immediately adjoining the market place. 
His predecessor erected at his own expence an 
elegant Gothic cfiurch, which has some neat 
windows, bordered with stained glas^ There is 
also a handf o^if niarket houses and a small cas- 
tle appropriated to modern uses. The town is 
pleasantly situated on an eminence, command- 
ing an extensive view towards Belfast. 

Saturday 23d August. From Hxlusro- 
KOUGH to Lord Roden's Seat at Tollymore 
Park xxi milies. Passed through Ballyna- 
HiNCH, a small town : road good ; country un- 
interesting. From thence, by a new road, to 
Clough, through a most dreary, wild; and 
stony country. See on the left some ruined 
walls on a raised earthen work. From Clough 
we descended towards Dundrum J^ay; the 

point, is sufficiently wide for two to ride a-breast; the whol^ 
is so proportioned, that a person standing near the altar, can 
only see the inclosure and the sky: in that situation, and 
alone, he cannot but feel a degree of awe, from the idea of 
total seclusion,which strikes upon his mind, and he must be per- 
suaded, that at whatsoever period, or by whatsoever denomina- 
tion of men this work was performed, superior judgment haft 
been shewn in tfa« plaaning of an object, which, situated as it 
is, affects by its simple greatness ; and he must feel a high idea 
of &e influence necessaxy in times so xeBiote, to unite a body of 
men. sufficient to execute it" Appendix^ p* 274* 
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228 DUNDBUM. 

noble range of Mourn E mountains appearing 
to great advantage in front. Ruins of Dun- 
drum Castle upon a rocky eminence to the 
right. A great change for the better appears in 
the cultivation of the soil, and appearance of 
the crops, where wheat bears its proportion to 
the other grain. 

I shall make no apology to my readers, for 
giving historical extracts (however copious) re- 
lating to those ancient castles and abbies which 
occur to me on my journey : for the history of 
the several vicissitudes they may have undergone, 
ought at least to affect the traveller with some 
degree of interest. Dundrum Castle has beea 
thus described by the author of the " Statisti- 
cal Survey of Down.'' 

**DuN©RUM Castle is finely situated on a 
rock, commanding a whole view of the bay of 
that name ; the sea to the South, a great part 
of Legale* to the east, and the mountains of 
MouRNE to the south and south-west. There 
are still considerable remains of this castle f, 
particularly of a circular tower; and near it, a 
little lower, are the ruins of an ancient man- 



* The division of Lecale, 32,1 00 acres, Contains Downpatricky 
the county town, Strangfordy Killough, Ardglass, and Dundrum. 

t An engraved view of this castle, is given in the Survey of 
Down ; anti two plates of the same castle, and the mansion 
hous^, are given by Mr. Grose^ in his Antiqukies of Ireland. 
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sion. This castle is said to have been built by 
Sib John de Courcy, for the Knights Tern* 
plars, who possessed it in the year 1313, about 
which period that Order was abolished. It was 
afterwards granted to the Prior of Down, who 
held the same, with a small manor adjoining, 
till the suppression of religious houses ; when 
the reversion of these possessions was granted to 
Gerald, Earl of Kildare, This castle, with 
seven town-lands, was granted to the family of 
Magennis ; on their forfeiture, it became the 
property of the Earl op Ardglass, and after- 
wards came into the possession of the Lord 
Viscount Blundell, in whose representative, 
the Marchioness of Downshire, it now re- 
mains. When this castle was in repair, it often 
proved a good guard to the pass, and as often 
an offensive neighbour to the English planted 
in Lecale, according to the hands that pos- 
sessed it. In 1517, the Earl of KiLDARE,tlieu 
Lord Deputy, marched into Lecale, and took 
it by storm, it being garrisoned at that time by 
the Irish, who had driven out the English some 
time before. 

^' It was again possessed and repaired by 
the Magennises, and retaken by Lord Deputy 
Gray, with seven more castles in Lecale, in 
1538. It afterwards got into the hands of Phe- 
LiM M* Ever Magennis^ who was obliged to 
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yield It to LoKD Mouwtjor, the 16 Jvitit, 
1601. It met with atiother fate dutitig the pro- 
gress of the war in 1641, whett it wad demo- 
lished by order of Cromw£ll,^ though garri* 
soned by protestants, and has ever since been 
suffered to run entirely to ruins." 

ToLLrwoRt Park. Few, if any noblemen^ 
either in Ireland, or in the sister kingdom^ 
can boast a residence placed in so singular 
and romantic a situation. The approach to 
it, under a Gothic gateway, is truly preposses- 
sing. A lofty and extended range of well wood- 
ed mountains, diversified in their forms, meet 
the eye in front ; of these Slieve Donaro is 
the highest^ and has two cnrnedds to grace its 
Summit ; but the Diamojtd Rock is most con- 
spicuous, from its very rugged form. The situar 
tion of this mansion house is certainly very sitt- 
gular,andl may say, unique ; for, independent of 
this grand inland scenery, immediately opposite 
the windows, it has a full view to the left of 
the ocean, and the Isle of Man. The adjoin- 
ing demesne has the beautiful accompaniment 
of a rapid mountain stream, which pursues its 
course, embosomed in thick woods, through a 
deep diannel of indented rocks, and forms in 
its progress several cataracts ; One of which, at 
s6hii distance from the house, is well worth no- 
tice. ITie plantations are very ejttedslve, and 
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ace iocreased amiuidly by I^oIid- J^Open^ but 
like the majority of those ia Eiiglsuicl^ Waqt 
the judicioas application of the a^e ; ^rticu- 
larly to the fir tfibe, which rather prepdndt- 
rates too much. The bouse attached to thifi 
place differs widely from the generality of 
houses in Irelakd^ which are extmvagantly tal] ; 
whereas this is low, and nearly the whole upom 
one e:3ttended ground floor. It contain! a cu- 
rious series of pictures painted by Fuller, de^ 
scribing the history of Kino Ciiarles's escape 
and concealment in the oak tree : the likenesses 
are preserved throughout^ but in point of co^ 
lourii^g and execution, the pictures have not 
much merit. 

Tuesday 26 August. From Tollvmore 
Park to Hilltown viii miles. Tlie biegin*- 
ning of the road is rather tougfa, the latter part 
good. On leaving Lord Rodek's demesne^ a 
desert succeeds a paradise. The DiAUO^b 
Rock appears on the left to gre4t advantage 
amongst his kindred mountains. Cross a stony 
and heathy tract of hill ; the cultivation of 
oats, flax, and potatoes, in small patches^ to 
which our eyes had been so much accustomed^ 
still continues. On approaching Hilltowk^ see 
the village of Rath^ riland upon an eminenice 
to the right ; and an earthen work planted with 
fir trees on the left^ with a cragged biU^ that 
looks well^ beyond it. HiLLrowjg is a $maU 
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village, with a few houses, and a turreted church. 
An inn, with post horses. 

From HiLLTOWN to Ross Trevor vi miles. 
Road good ; a dreary pass^ over the mountains, 
which improves every step on descending ; a 
rich and pleasing view of Carlingford Bay, 
which is so completely land-locked and sur- 
rounded by mountains, *that it appears rather 
like a large lake than the sea. The entrance to 
the village of Ross Trevor is very striking, 
through an irregular grove of tall and aged ash 
trees, the sea and whitened houses glimmering 
between them ; a truly rural village retirement, 
and commanding within its immediate neigh- 
bourhood more agremens than the generality 
of sea places ; a dry soil, shady walks, diversi- 
fied rides, and good bathing. The most strik- 
ing feature of this place, is a lofty mountain 
covered chiefly with oak wood, and feathering ' 
down to the water's edge. Underneath it is a 
little quay, from whence there is a walk of three 
quarters of a mile along the banks of the bay, 
completely arboured over by oak trees. A good 
road is continued along the coast, under the 
MouRNE mountains to Dundrum Bay. I have 
seen nq place with a more pleasing combination 
of rural beauties ; mountains agreeably varied 
with wood, heath, and down, on one side ; others 
on the opposite cpast, singularly cultivated in 
small portions or stripes, resembling a quilt of 
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patchwork ; between them an extended chan- 
nel of water, on the banks of which is the town 
of Cablingfoed, with its ruined abbies and 
castle*; a purling brook, fine trees, neatly 
whitened cottages, &c. &c. A house upon a 
most singular construction is building in the 
village, by Mr- McGwire. We found here a 
clean good inn, with a supply of post horses. 

Wednesday 27 August. From Ross Tre- 
vor to Newry VII MILES. The whole line of 
coast presents a continuation of gentlemen s 
houses, (low and neat) and whitened cottages, 
as far as Warren's-Point, a village much fre- 
quented by sea-bathers. The aestuary now con- 
tracts itself into a narrower channel, and assumes 
the name of the Narrow Water f. The ferry, 
and adjoining old castle, afford a good subject for 
the pencil. Almost excellent level road coQti- 
nues its track on the water's edge ; rugged and 



* See a description of Curling ford in the Iter^ p. 1 8. The 
erection of the castle is there ascribed to King John, in the 
year 1210 ; and Mr. Archdale attributes the foundation of a 
Dominican Abbey, at Carlingford, to Richard de Burgh, Earl of 
Ulster, in the year 1305; The ruins of each are said to be con- 
Biderable ; but my time \^ould,not allow me to make the detour ^ 
which might be^ accomplished very easily, by crossing in a boat 
from Ross Trevor, and meeting your cavalry at Carlingford* 

t This name, I imagine, is a corruption from Newry, or Nuric 
Water, the appellation given it by Boate, in his Natural History 
of Ireland. 



Digitized by 



Google 



bfttreii mountains rising munediately fnm hi 
banks ; trees and partial cultivation aftcrnrards 
clotbe their declivities^ and whitened housaiy 
ships, and barges, t^nd to animate the scene* 
At the upper end of this channel, which is 
nearly straight, the town of Newej^ opens 
itself to view» A most beautiful and interesting 
drive. 

Newry is a large irregular town, and if I 
may judge from the buildings now erecting^ is 
in a flourishing state. It has a communicatioa 
with Lough Neach to the north, and with the 
sstuary of Caelikoford Bay to the south, by 
means of a canal : the intermediate distance is 
stated in the Survey of Armagh (page 109) to 
be thirty-one Irish miles ; and its course from 
Newrt, until it joins the River Bak, is tbere 
described, (p. S67.) The same author takes no^ 
ticc of a Druidical monument, which may be 
worthy the notice of the curious traveller. 
It is situated on the banks of the canal, about 
two miles north of Newry ; was perfect a few 
years ago, but has lately suffered much by wan- 
ton dilapidations : he also mentions a lar^e cairn^ 
or heap of stones, in the same neighbourhoods 
A good inn (Quilton's), with post horses. 

From Newry to Dundalk x miles. Road 

rough in parts. Ascend over a ridge of hills, 

through a dreary and stony country. What 4 

contrast to the beautiful scenery on the Nar*» 

3 
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n6iir WA«Ett! Potatoes j oats^ fla«, and bog, 
the almost inseparable ^uartttto. Pass through 
the little village of JoNESBOttOUOHjaiid on dn- 
Bcending, skirt the rich plantations of Mr. Fott- 
fEscuE, at Ravensi>ale Park, backed by a 
fine heathy mountain. Continue to descend 
tow^ds DuiNfDALK. See on the left a rugged 
hill j Well wooded^ and the bay ; coast flat. The 
iJoil becomes richer and better Cultivated, and 
an occasional wheat field appears. See on the 
right a raised earthen work, with a building 
^pon it, and beneath it a castle. We found a very 
good inn at Dundaik (Tean^sfield's) with 
post horses, &c. 

Dundalk is a large town, with some wide 
streets, one of which is a mile in length. The §eat 
of the Clanbrassil family, now descended to 
Lord Rodex, stands in the middle of it. We 
there saw two curious old portraits in the style 
of Holbein ; the one of King Hbktry VIII. 
the other of Anna Bullen, small life. A spa- 
cious garden and demesne extends behind the 
house ; well wooded, but neglected ; the mea- 
dows are very rich, and the elevated parts of the 
deer park, possess some good situations for a 
mansion house. We continued our walk to the 
earthen tumulus before mentioned, upon which 
a Fbily has been erected by its owner, Mr. 
£vRN«i. It is It fine work^ aad of large dimen* 
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slonsy commanding a most pleasing and exten* 
sive view of the bay, sea, river, &c. Beneath 
it is a very perfect old castle, with a square 
tower at each angle, converted into a modern 
dwelling house; and some ridiculous castel- 
lated gateways have been added as an approach 
to it. A view and "ground plan have been given 
of it by Mr. Wright, in his Louthiana^ but the 
former gives a very imperfect representation 
of it He calls it Castletown Castle, and says, 
that the town, from which it derived its name, 
was sacked by Edward le Bruce, brother of 
KoBERT LE Bruce, King of Scotland, in the 
year 13IS. 

The author of the Iter attributes the build- 
ing of this castle to Lord Bellew, in the year 

^ ] 361, as appears by an inscription on the building. 
He likewise adds, that Oliver Cromwell 
mounted a battery on the Danish mount, near 
the castle, by which he dismantled the old 

. chapel, an^ took the castle from the Belle ws, 
who defended it. Adjoining the castle is a 
church in ruins, with a thickly inhabited ce- 
metery. 

Thurjbday 28 August. From Dundalk to 
DuNLEER X MILES. Road excellent, and posts 
well served with horses: corn fields increase 

. in size, and improve in cultivation ; clover and 

. vetches added to the other usual crops. Near 
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LurgAn Green, is a seat of Lord Clermont, 
A large marsh and. flat coast on the left; at a 
short distance to the right, the remains of a 
fine round tower are visible at Dromiskin, 
which Mr. Wright supposes, from the vast 
breadth of its foundation, to have been one of 
of the highest in Ireland, and not less than 
130 feet: He has given, in his Louthiana, both 
a ground plan and view of it Pass through 
Castle Bellingham, where there is a good 
inn, and a supply of post horses. See a ruined 
church on the right, and an earthen work on 
the left. Trees and gentlemen's seats increase ; 
and mud cottages, as well as the long grey 
coats, reappear. The inn at Dun leer, (an old - 
mansion house) is tolerable. 

From DuNLEER to Slane xiv miles. The 
ruins of Monasterboyce and Mellifont 
Abbies, induced me to deviate from the direct 
road to Slane, and I was amply recompensed 
for this detour^ by the very interesting mo- 
nastick remains these places presented. My car- 
riage was able to get within a very short distance 
of the former. The ruins at Monasterboyce 
form a singular and interesting group ; the pre- 
citicts of a small churchyard contain two perfect 
stone crosses, and one imperfect ; a large round 
tower, and the shell of two chapels, |pie 
round tower maintains its usual position to the 
north-west of the church. The loftiest 9f the 
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two crosses^ which is' situated between the two 
churches^ is called Sr. Boyne's Cross ; but 
the other, oo the southern side of the church** 
yard, is equally rich in point of sculpture* Oq 
the base of this latter, there is an inscription, 
beginning, as it appeared to me, with the words 

O DOMINE , . 

Tlie author of the Iter (page 593) says, that the 
name of MuREDACH, who was for some time 
King of Ireland, and died in 534, is plainly 
legible on the former. Tl:iey are of a greyish 
kind of stone, and are by far the finest exam- 
ples, and the ricliest in their sculpture, of any 
crosses I have ever yet seen. Near the eastern 
wall of the churchyard, is the fragment of an- 
other, which has been fixed into the pedestal. 
Three engravings have been given of St. Bo yne's 
CrosS) by Mr. Wright, in his Louthianay all 
t)f which, upon examination, I found to be very 
incorrect. As perhaps some future tourist may 
tjave an opportunity of comparing the above 
author's account, with the original structure on 
the spot, I shall here insert it. 

•*This is a very old and curious cross, about 
18 feet high, on all sides full of sculpture ; it is 
«aid to be all of one stone, sent from RoM£,and 
erected by order of the Pope : on the centre of 
4^ ef OSS, on one side, is a %ure representing 
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CnmsT, tnd opposite to it, on the other side^ 
is St. Pawuick ; on this side at tiie bottom, arc 
tbe %iMTs of Adam aiul Eve, &c. aod opposite 
to it, on the other side, is that of St. Boyne ; 
the whole seems to be a sort of history from the 
creatit»!i ; but as the figares are moat of them 
very old, imperfect, and not easy to be made 
oat, I shall not here undertake a full descrip« 
tion of them ; I shall only observ^e, that under 
tte feet of St. Patrick, an angel is represent* 
ed with a pair of scales, as weighing virtue and 
rice, where the former is supposed to be predo* 
minant; and over the bead of Christ, he is 
agara represented between the Apostles, as risen 
fkom thedeawi.'.' 

Mr. Arch DALE has not passed tl^se celcbrat* 
ed mouastick remains unnoticed ; he says, " thai 
in tbe Barony of Ferrard, there was a reli* 
gkms hottse, anciently called Mokaster^Butb, 
be^ag founded by St. Bute, or Boetius, tlie 
son of Brostagh/' Iji recording the aanate 
of tliis homCy he adds, that the fovknicr died \n 
the year 521, that in 9^8, the monastery was 
plundered, and in 1117, deatroyediy fi«e. la 
describing their modern appearance, he says ; 
*' Heie we find the ruins of two «ma:ll chapeh ; 
and although nothing remaricable is to be seen 
in their structure, yet do they evince the ^reat 
^antiquity of this foundation. Near the wes( 
^nd of one of these chapels, ij^A rfHindtolKe^ 
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one hundred and ten feet high, beautifully di* 
minishing in the manner of a Tuscan pillar, 
from a base of eighteen feet ; its circumference 
is seventeen yards, and the wall,builtof a slaty 
stone, of which the surrounding hills are com- 
posed, is three feet six inches thick ; the door 
is five feet six inches in height, twenty -two 
inches in width, and six feet fronv the present 
level of the groundj it is arched and built of free 
stone, as are the windows of the chapels ; in 
the inside the diameter is nine feet, and above 
the door, it is divided into five stories, by rings 
of stone slightly projecting *. 

*' There are two large crosses on the south 
side of the chapels ; the principal one is said to 
be of an entire stone, and is called St. Boyne's 
Cross, which is the most ancient religious re- 
lique now extant in Ireland; the ornamental 
figures on it are rudely engraven, and at once 
shew the uncivilized age in which they were 
executed ; there is also an inscription on this 
cross, in the old Irish character, equally inele- 
gant with the figures ; some letters of which ap- 
pear, and evidently form the word Muredach, 

* Mr. Wright^ in his Louthianaf has noticed steps on the out* 
side of this tower, leading to the doorway. As this escaped my 
; notice at the time I viewed it, and as it is a peculiarity 1 have 
never heard of in other similar buildings, I wish the tourist who 
follows me hither, will observe attentively whether these stept 
are ancient or modern. 
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who was for some time King of Ireland, and 
died A.D. 534, about one hundred years after 
the arrival of Saint Patrick. This abbey con- 
tinues to be a burial place of note. " 

I shall feel highly' gratified if the slight 
description I have given of these fine crosses, ' 
excites the curiosity of the Irish antiquary, 
and if their learned veteran, General Vallan- 
CEY, would rescue these, as well as those at 
Kells, from oblivion, by sending some young 
artist of the academy, to measure and copy them 
minutely. They are well worth the trouble, as 
well on account of their high antiquity, as of 
their rich design and sculpture : for neither 
can the sister kingdom of England, or the 
principality of Wales, produce their equals. 

I never saw a monastick establishment placed 
in a more uninteresting spot: and here the 
monks did not certainly evince their usual 
good taste and skill in fixing their habita- 
tion. 

From MoNASTERBOYCE, I proceeded to 
CoLLON, where the spirited exertions of Mr. 
Foster are evident in every road, hedge, and 
cottage; his plantations are very extensive, 
and increasing annually. I never saw smoother 
roads ; they are made of a black substance re- 
sembling coal. 

At CoLLON, I had the pleasure of becoming 
acquainted with Dr. Beaufort, whose excel- 

B 
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IcBt Memoir and Map of Ireland^ arc too well 
kuowO) and too much esteemed, to need from 
me any comment ; and I was happy to hear, 
that he was preparing for the press a more ex- 
tensive topographical work relating to Ire- 
|.AN]>. He obligingly acted as my guide and 
cktrone to the ruins of Mellifont, Alas! how 
are the mighty fallen! Two inconsiderable 
buildings mark the site of this once sumptuous 
Cistercian monastery. Small, however, as are 
the remains, they have still their interest, and 
deservedly claim the traveller's attention. 

From a modern inspection of these ruinSiand 
of the sp^iton which they are placed, we neitiier 
can, nor ought to judge of their yj^rwer situa- 
tion or appearance : for nature,, as well as art» 
kave each been robbed by time, and ^Uaged 
of their respective <iecorations. The site of this 
renowned abbey, however forbidding in its 
present state, well answered the situation that 
was usually selected by the monastick Orders ; 
and, before the valley was stripped of its sylvan 
honoqrs, would have formed a most pleasing 
religious retirement. 

I before said, that these ruins were reduced 
to two imperfect buildings ; the one a square 
or oblong chapel, i^ich from the remains of its 
groined roof, and windows, seems to have been 
ei^ecuted in a good style. It was also oiwre deco- 
rated With a very richly sculptured doorway, 
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an engraving of which has been given by Mr. 
Wright, in his Louthiana: I say once^ be-* 
cause it now no longer graces the entrance to 
this chapel, having (as I was informed by an 
Irish gentleman) *^ been played for as a stake 
at Piquet f and lost.'' I could not learn if it 
liad ever been nuide use of. 

Adjoining this chapel, is an octagonal build-^ 
ing in tolerable good preservation, and of an un-^ 
common shape and design. An engraving has 
teen given of it, by Mr. Weight, but the up- 
per story is by no means correct in its de* 
sign. He calls it a bath, but Mr. Ar€HI>al£ 
lissigns to it a different purpose : it very much 
resembles some of the Baptisteries of the lower 
ages. 

Mr. Archdaue has been very diffuse in hia 
account of this celebrated monastery, from* the 
annals of which, I shall select the most interest- 
ing historical data. 

In the year 1142, Donough M^CoRroiLL, 
or Carrol, Prince of Uriell, erected an ab- 
bey here for nK>nks of the Cistercian Order, 
with which St. Bernard furnished it from his 
own Abbey of Cxairvaux. 

Christian O'Conarchy was the first ab- 
bot, and in 1 150, was made Bishop of Lismore. 

In 1 157, a great synod was held here for the 
purpose of consecrating the church, at which 
Mffrc present the Archbishop of Armagh, then 

R 2 
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Apostolic Legate, and clivers other Princes and 
Bishops ; on this occasion, many rich grants 
were made to the abbey, particularly by Mur- 

CHERTACH O'LoCHtAXNN, King of IRELAND, 

who presented 140 oxen, or cows, sixty ounces 
of gold, and a townland, near Drogheda ; 
O'Kearuaill, Prince of Urtell, presented 
likewise sixty ounces of gold ; and Dervor- 
GiLi>A, wife to TiGERNAN O'RoiRKE, Princc 
ofBaEFFiNv*, gave the like quantity of gold, 
with a chalice of the same metal, for the high 
'altar, and holy furniture for nine other altars in 
the same church. 

In the year 1 168, Prince Donough died, and 
was buried in the abbey he had founded. 

King Henry the Second granted to the ab- 
bot and convent, a confirmation of their house 
and possessions. 

A. D. 1189, MuRCHARD O'Carrol, King of 
URiELLf, died here, and was interred near the 
founder; and in the year 1193, Dervorgilla 
died in this abbey. The same year, the reliques 
of St. Malachv, Archbishop of Armagh, 

* Breffnj/j or BrefinCy is now called the County of Cavan^ 
tbdttgb formerly it took in Leitrim, and part of Annaly. 

ValUmcey Collect, torn. iiup. 329. 
"t Uriel, or Orgiel^ comprehended anciently the present counties 
of Louthj Monaghan, and Ardmagh, the sovereignty of which 
was generally invested in the family oiCCarroL 

VuUmcey Collect torn, iiup. 4^2* 
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were brought from Clairvaux into Ikeland, 
and received with great honour in this, and 
other houses of the Cistercian Order. 

A- D. 1203, King John granted a new 
charter to this abbey, confirming to them their 
former possessions. In 1229, a Tuesday market 
was granted to the abbot and convent in their 
town of CoiLAN, and freedom of all tolls and 
customs throughout the kingdom ; and in 1238, 
the King (Henry III.) confirmed *the grantfi 
made by King Henry II. 

lu the year 1306, the temporalities of this 
9.bbey were sei^sed into the King's hands, on ac- 
count of the endless disputes and wranglings 
for the chair of the abbacy ; and in 1322, it was 
determined, that no person whatsoever should 
be admitted into- this abbey, before he had 
taken an oath, that he was not of English de- 
scent 

A. D. 1349, the King (Edward III.) con- 
firmed all and every of the grants made from 
time to time to this abbey ; and granted them 
divers other rights of free warren, &c. in their 
several mauors : also the privilege of building 
a prison in any of their manors within the 
County of Mpath; and liberty to erect a gal^- 
lows, pillory, and tumbrell (ducking stoql) in 

COLLAN, &c. 

In the year 1366, Regikalp Leynagh, ab^ 
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bot, was indicted at Trim, for erecting a weir 
on thfe River Boyne, at Oldbridge ; and the 
jury, having found, that from the time of the 
arrival of the English, the King had a certain 
free passage in that river, from the tovm of 
Drooheda to the Bridge of Trim, 24 feet in 
breadth, from the bank on each side of the river, 
ordered the weir to be removed to that breadth, 
and the abbot to be committed to gaol ; but 
he Mas released from his confinement on the 
payment of a fine of ten pounds. 

In the year 1400, a confirmation of the abbey 
lands was granted to the convent by Kino 
Henry the Fourth. Richard Conter was 
the last abbot, who, on the 10th of September, 
1540, had an annual pension of ^£.40, granted 
him for life. The abbots of this religious house 
sat as Barons in parliament Mr. Archdal£ 
has been very particular in reciting the several 
possessions of .this abbey, taken by an inquisi* 
tion in June, 1612, the whole amount of which 
Was £.315. 19s. annual value. 

These extensive possessions were granted to 
Sir Gerald Moor, who fixed his residence 
here, making the abbey a magnificent and de- 
sirable seat, and at the same time a place of de* 
fence, as it bordered immediately on the Irish 
rebels; against whom this house constantly 
maintained itself> until the 24th of November, 
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1641, when a strong party sat down before it. 
The garrison, which consisted only of fifteen 
horse and tM'enty- two foot, made a vigorous de- 
fence ; but their amunition being exhausted, the 
horse forced their way through the Irish camp 
to Drogheda, and were followed by the foot, 
who ail effected an escape, eleven only ex- 
cepted, which number the Irish sacrificed to 
the manes of one hundred and twenty of their 
wen, whQ were killed in the field of battle. 

"There yet remains, intolerable preservation, 
a beautiful little chapel, built of a yellowish 
free stone, intermixed with red : the entrance 
to the chapel is through a superb Gothic arch, 
which, on the inside, is exquisitely finished*: 
the east window is truly elegant, and on each 
side are three smaller windows, finished in the 
style of the great arch, which is accurately re* 
presented in Weight's Louthiana: the work 
of this arch, as well as that of the windows, pil- 
lars, &c. have still the remains of a profusion 
of gilding and painting in variegated colours. 
Here are also to be seen the ruins of a spacious 
octagon structure, built of a light grey freestone, 
on the top of which was a large cistern, from 
whence water was conveyed, by means of pipes, 
to the different offices in the abbey/' 

We found good accommodations (the Cas- 

* The same before stated to have been lost at Piquet. 
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TIE Inn) with post horses, at Slane, a neat 
little village, situated on the banks of the River 
BoYNE* Adjoining the town are some exten- 
sive and productive flow;er-miUs ; and near 
them is an entrance gateway to the demesne 
of Lord Conyngham; slender and meagre 
according to the Gothic costume of modern 
architects. It is singular, that this class of 
artists, with every possible advantage of refer* 
ence to the numerous fine existing specimens^ 
dispersed over all our dominions, from the early 
period of the Norman Conquest, to the reign of 
that great destroyer of monastick remains. 
King Henry VIII; it is singular, I say, that 
these artists should despise the noble structures 
of our forefathers, and inycent a motley kind of 
architecture, which carries with it neither light- 
ness, uniformity, nor solidity. The mansion 
house is also castellated, and appears to have been 
the work of the same architect who built the 
modern castle of Sir Hugh Parsons, at Birr, 
and the larger fortress of Lord Chari^eville, 
near Tullamore. 

Our evening was most delightfully spent on 
the banks of the River Boyne* The character 



*^The River Boyne takes its rise in the County of Kildarc^ 
and enters Meath near Clonard; from thence it pursues its course 
through Trim to Navan, where being joined by the Blackwater 
river, the united streams flow gently on by Slane to Drogkeda, 

3 
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of this river is uniformly dull/ and may well 
be called (like the Liris in Italy) " iaciturnus 
amnis :" its appearance, however, owing to the 
numerous aquatic plants with which itaboundsi 
is rather picturesque, and reminds me of some 
of the subjects selected by the Dutch and 
Flemish artists, for the exertion of their pen-r 
cil : Chance directed my steps along the 
western banks of the river, and I found that I "" 
had taken the right side, as the views of Lord 
Conyngham's house and grounds are much 
more advantageous, and the foreground of rock 
far more majestic on this side of the river than 
on the other. The first part of our walk was 
dull and uninteresting ; but on turning an ab- 
rupt angle nearly opposite to Slane Castle, 
what a sudden change of character does nature 
assume ! lofty and perpendicular rocks succeed 
to tame and sedgy banks, and the castellated 
mansion, seated on a rocky elevation, presents 
itself well on the opposite side of the river. I 
continued my walk as far as Beaupark, the 
seat of the Lambert family, where all would 
be perfect, if the architecture of the mansion 
house accorded with the surrounding scenery 
of wood, rock, and water; but so unappropriate 
and discordant a building was never before 



where they have their confluence with the sea. Its banks are 
richly decorated with the ruins ofancient castles and abbies. 
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seen. Here indeed projecting tcwet^ bastiont, 
and battlements, would have their due effect. 
On the other side of the river are sqme fine 
rocks, whose strata arc very singularly disposed 
in the form of Gothic arches. 

Such a situation, and such a river, could not 
have been overlooked, either by the cloystered 
monk, or the more solitary Anchorite. Mr. 
AncHDALE informs u$, " that an abbey of Ca- 
nons Regular, was founded at a very early age^ 
on a hill adjoining the town, and was remark* 
able for being many years the residence of Da- 
OOBERT, King of Austrasia, who (A.D. 653) 
at the age of seven years, was taken by Gri- 
MOALD, Mayor of the palace, and by his direc-^ 
tion, shorn a monk, rendered unfit to hold the 
reins of government, and banished into Irjs- 
LAKD. He was received into this abbey, where 
he obtained an education proper for the enjoy** 
ment of a throne, and continued here during 
the space of twenty years, when he was recalled 
into France, and replaced in his government*." 

* Mr. Archdok quotes the French Historian Mezeratfon this 
occasion. I find these facts somewhat differently stated in L'Art 
de vernier let Dtites, torn. i. p. 546. 

It is there recorded, that at the death of Sigebert II. King of 
Avstrasioy in 656, Grimoald having supplanted the true heir to 
the crown, Dagobertf and placed his own son, CkUdebert, on the 
throne, caused the yoting prince, thon about ybur years old, t« 
be shorn, and carried off by Didofif Bishop oiPmtierSf into ScoU - 
2 . 
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The firtt abbot of this monastery rcconied m 
histoiy, was Colman, son of Faelav, and 
called the Briton; he died A.D, 746. In the 
year 833, the abbey was plundered by the 
Ostmen ; and in 946, it suffered the same 
fate. In the following year, these invaders re* 
ceived a great defeat at Slane, where Blacar^ 
their commander, and 1 600 of his best troops^ 
fell in battle ; but in 948, the Ostmen took 
their revenge, by setting fire to the abbey; 
many of its holy inhabitants lost their lives^ 
and many revered relics, amongst which was 
the pastoral staff of St. Eirc, and the best 
clock in Ireland, were wholly consumed. 

The abbey was again plundered in the years 
1156 and 1161. And 1170, was once more in- 
fested, not by foreign barbarians, but by do- 
mestic enemies; fbr we find,'that Dermoid 
M'MoRROGH, King of Leinster, with a body 
of English, led on by Earl Strongbow, 



land. In the year 674, Degobert was sent fox out of Ireland into 
England, by Wt^rei^ArMkhop of York, and in the sanae year 
regained his Kingdom of Austrasia, which hexiid not long enjoy; 
for after a short reign of four years, he suflfered a premature 
death, by the hand of an assassin. The Historians Mezeray and 
HenauUy agree as to his being sent into Irelandy and the difference 
arises probably from the name o( Scotia being assigned to Ireland 
1^1 a very late period. 
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burned and sacked the town; and ti)e English 
forces repeated their barbarities in 1 175. 

This abbey however seems to have risen from 
its ashes, and to have been rebuilt; for in the 
year 1512, it was refounded for friars of the 
third Order of St. Francis, by Christopher 
Fleming, Knight, Lord of Slane, andELi«A- 
9£TH Stuckle, his wife; who, finding Mala- 
CHT and DoNOGH O'Brine, friars of the same 
Order, dwelling in the ancient hermitage of 
£irc, removed them to this new abbey, having 
obtained a proper licence for so doing from the 
bishop *. 

The Hermitage of EiRC was situated close to 
the river, and some trifling remains of it are 
•till visible within Lord Con yngh am's grounds. 
St. Eirc was the first Bishop of Slane, and 
was consecrated by St. Patrick ; he died A.D. 
514, in the 90th year of his age. 

Friday 29 August. My reason for taking 
the road by Slane, was to view a singular cu- 
riosity in its neighbourhood, at New Grange, 
in the County of Meath, and at a short dis* 
tance from the River Boyne. This monument 
has for many years excited the attention of the 
learned; much has been written, and many 

♦ A copy of this grant, in Latin, has been givea by Mr. Grm^ 
in his <* Jtttijuities oflrdand.'* ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



cohjectures formed cohcerning its origioal des» 
tination. Governor Pownal wrote a long 
dissertation upon it, (which was read before the 
Society of Antiquaries in June 1770), and illus* 
trited his description by views, and ground- 
plans. A later account, with plans, has been 
laid before the public, by an ingenious native 
of the country. Dr. Ledwich, in his ^ft^i^ti/- 
ties of Ireland. Mr, Wright and Dr. Moly- 
NEUx, also mention it in their respective writ- 
ings. Its outward appearance is that of a large 
earthen tumulus^ similar to those we see so fre- 
quently on the chalky hills of Wiltshire and 
Dorsetshire, but not so neat and uniform in 
its outline ; it differs, however, from them, ia 
having been surrounded by huge unshapen 
stones, erected in the same state as they were 
taken from their native quarry ; some of which 
still remain in their original positions. It dif- 
fers also from the generality * of them in the 
West of England, by containing under its ver- 
dant surface, a subterraneous temple, construct- 
ed of the rudest materials, z^d certainly of the 
highest antiquity. Dr. Ledwich informs us, 
*' that it was discovered in the year 1699> by a 
Mr. Campbell, who resided in the village of 



* I make use of the word generdUj/^hecBxa^ in some parts of 
Somersetshire and Wiltshire^ where stone abounds, we liaTe 4k^ 
covered crovideGhs underlhe surface of the barrow. 
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New Grange; who, observing stones under 
the green sod, carried much of them away, and 
At length. arrived at a broad flat stone that co- 
vered the mouth of the gallery.** 

Through this entrance, we ventured into the 
artificial cavern, having previously sent in a la^ 
bouriBg man with candles. For a short space, 
the entrance is so low, that we could only gam 
admittance by crawling along on our bellies ; 
but after passing under one of the side stones^ 
that has fallen across the passage, the avenue 
becomes sufficiently high to admit a person at 
his full height \ The area of this building re* 
sembles the upper part of a cross, as the avenue 
does the stem | ; there are three recesses, one 

* Dr. J^edwkh gives tlie foUoviBg d^unensions of t^ butldbg: 
*^ At tbe eotniiiQe, the giallery ie three feel mdle fto4 Nrg^ bigh: 
at thirteen feet from the entrance^ it is but two feet two iqches 
wide. The length of the gallery from its mouth to the beginning 
of the dome, is sixty-two feet ; from thence to the upper part 
of the dom«, cteren feet six inches ; the wholo length seventy- 
•ne Ibet and an half. The done^ or cave, with the long galkry^ 
H^TTi tbt mad %wa of a cross : the kagiir, between the aroif 
of the cross is twenty feet ; the dome forms an octagon twenty 
feet high) with sn area of about seventeen. It is composed of 
long flat stones, the upper projecting a little below the lower, 
and dosed in and capped with a flat flag.** 

Ledwich's Ant of Ireland, first ed. p. 31&. 

t Though the form of this building certainly bears some re« 
semblaice to that of a cross, f can by no means attribute tlie 
comtruction of it to so late a period, vis. after the introd^ictio» 
of Christianity into our island ; }wg before which ttmey if I bmv 
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fjsitCiQg the avenue or gallery, and one on each 
wdf ; in the one to the right 19 ^ large ttono 
vase« which sgotiquaries hare denominated a 
rock bason : it is mentioned, a$ having it3 aidca 
fluted, but I could not distinguish any work-^ 
manship of the kind ; I observed however a sin* 
gularity in it, whifch is so evident; that I ana 
surprised it did not arrest the attention of for* 
mer travelleia and writera. Within the exca* 
vated part of this large boson, are t^o circular 
cavities » along-'Side of each other, about the 
WSQ of a child's head : several also of the rude 
9tone9 compo^ugthis recess, areckcorated with 
« variety of devices, circular, 2igaag, and 
dtainoiid*ahaped : some of this latter pattern 
seem to bear the marks of suporior workman- 
ship ; the squares being indented. Many of the 
stones dn each $ide of the a^t have similar rude 
marks upon them, and one of them has spiral 
zigzags \ Some antiquaries have carried their 

be #U0wed to jud^ from tins feiearche^ I \2m imfe in Wilt^ 
sMrc, the c^jstoim of burying under tumuli, or barr(mfit bad ceased^ 

* Governor Pow*a/ observed ibcse spiral Knes on one of iht 
side stoneif and mpposfs, ^* th^t th» stone, as w^l as some olbera 
used in tbe compilation of tbb structure, had formerly belonged 
to some other roonumeni of a^ much more ancient da^ ^nd tbai 
they were brought from the sea-coast indiscriminately with tbi^ 
rest of the materials, and placed just as the shape of the stone 
suited the plac« assigned it." Sni, wby iol allByMs &e ffDoper 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



f55 HEW GRANOe. 

xeal so far, as to discover (in idea) letters on 
the stones, which they have attributed to the 
Phoenicians; whibt others have denominated 
them Ogham characters : those marks which I 
observed on many of the stones, bore very little 
resemblance to letters, and a great similarity 
to the ornaments I have found on the ancient 
British urns discovered under our tumuli in 
Wiltshire. I am inclined therefore to attri- 
bate this singular templa to some of the Celtic, 
or Belgic tribes, who poured in upon us from the 
Continent of Gaul, and peopled England, to* 
gether with Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
In the opposite recess, there are the fragments 
of another rock bason ; and some authors assert, 
(though, I believe, without much foundation), 
that the centre recess contained a third vase K 
The construction of the dome demands notice. 
The avenue, or gallery, leading to the area, is 
formed by large upright stones, pitched perpen- 
dicularly in a row on each side, and supporting 
the flat stones that form the roof; this cover- 
ing ri^es gradually till it reaches the dome^ 
which is not (like our modern cupolas) formed 
by key stones converging to a centre, but after 

degree of antiquitj^ to a structure that has every proof to claim 
^Dr. MUfmx aad Bmyky IMyd. 
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t1)e manner of our staircases, each long stonf 
projectiug a little beyond the endof thatimine* 
4iately )>6Q.eath it ; and a large flat stone mak^ 
ingthe cove of the centre. The tallest of the 
stx)ne3 forming the adit tQthe^aoe/^ti^as repre*^ 
sentedan the plate, which s^ves asafronrtispiece 
to fldy wor^, is seven feet &i« ipcb^s in height : its 
co^ipaaion ou the opposite side, is about sevea 
feet : the outw^urd surf^^ce qf th^ rock bason, is 
about three feet six loBg, and three fip$t two 
ip.che^ deep, ' 

I shall not unnecessarily trespass upon the 
time and patience of my readers, in endeavour^ 
ing to ascertain what tribes first peopled this 
country ; nor to what nation the. construction 
of this singular mqnpnoent may reasonably be 
attributed; for, I fear, botii its autliors audita.^ 
original destination, will ever remain unknown. 
Conjecture may wander over its wild and spa- 
cious domains, biit will never bring home with 
it either truth or conviction. Alike will tbe^ 
histories of those stupendous temples at Aaunr* 
and Stonehen^e, whidi grace my native 
county, remain jnyplyed jh oljsgurity ai^d pb? 
iivion. 

This tract of oountry seems to be particUarly 
rich in similar antiquities; there is a cavern m 
Lord NETTERviLLE*^s'Park ; another latel^^diij- . 
covered in Mrs. M-G wire's demesne, anfl I 
passed, wjny way t9;ithe NftV Giunob, a 

s 
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Itrge 4^atseJ mound, which bore i gretft Fe^em^ 
blaaca to its elevuted neighbour. I al^ observ*. 
edy ia afidd iadjoipiilg tho Kbw Guange^ a 
smaller sepulchral tuntulus\ that might easily 
btf opened; and another raised eart^eti work 
nearer Lord NfiTtsaviLLE's Piark* I had 
cause tQ r^rety that so little time could be d^ 
viotcd to the -examination of thii» curious: re-^ 
gioUi whiicli abounds so mueh- in works of aii^ 
dent times. . '^ ^ 

From Slane to Navan vi milks*. Road 
^ddv I^s iveair Lor4 Coir tir<>flAH's, and ether 
gentleman's seat»* Ontra.y^llingthisroad^no one- 
dodld^^ppofe that io^tnany natural beauties lay 
GMKiealed withhn tosh6tt a distance on the banks 
of JtbevBovKE : the pedestrian on this occasion^ 
b^r following llie stream/ wn^ildha've an advan- 
tajgeo^rer the man who tra/^eln in hh carriage f. 

' ^ The MsveHer might (ftlce« mticb sh<nrter road from Skau ta 
2MHi»» i£ ^ hM- pr^iousif visi Uid SVm Ani the Imnks df the 
Bf^et tQ If^vfm* lU w(^\^^in ki^ vajf: to Pr^k^^ tee tk. 
monument erected, to the mempipr. of Kmf WUUam I/f . on the 
spot where hlK crossed thiitriver^ and obtained in iSjOy a decisive 
vu^dty over the' forces otiiis royal antagonist King Jamti IL 
and at Swords he would also see a round tower. 

*,+: fteMw^ t<^ Jfannrf^lat^ • fmn »IM» ihaek practised, 
aji(| eyen repimnended, f^conpa^-^.pfUf^ ^ l^g Ae (fs^ me* 
thod^ of seeing a CQi^ntry: hy^ {rmus't o)vn, I can only see one 
ad^aht^ge on their 'side, i. e. teconomy ^ for, independent of the ; 
iiiw<&<6fee^i^cptfeH^hict jwdftfh^ guftitsb^^ with at 

jms (^A^.ibiJi^ fllAdfaa5i^'6Ai0rXii^4t^7^9^ 
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Spe on the left a casde near the river; ahdt on' 
the right, at DoNAGHMOR£,a large round tower^ 
nearly p^*fect,:a $inall portfon only of the atone 
roof bavmg fallen; It be^rs the same relative 
situation tb the adjoining mmed church, that 
I' have before remarlted^ I found the circiitn^ 
f^H'enceofthis toiver to 'be about sixty feet six 
iilches, at the hdght of fDiit feet from the 
^und, and the tower rites ^€rom a^ prqjeeting/ 
base. On the key atofle, - ofver the entrance ^ 
doorway^ is the nepresentatiob of .Christ wi- 
fering oo the troas; a decided proof that these* 
b,ttildtJigs were liot (aa some'writars have con^ 
jeotured) built by the Fmgam.Mt. AslcbvaIsK 
sayi nothing about tbiait09i!er» aAd little aboutii 
the religious' establishmait. at BoNAaHUOBE ; 
hid saysy ^/Ifaat St. Patrick founded an ab<^ 
ley here, called Qi£B-TdR!eAiir» over axrhich he 
placed St. . Jus^^iir ; it ^^^aa afberwarda named' 
DaHNACH^TOAirAiN^ and bow. XIokaohxorx/ 
Xbe 4^bbot RoBBBTAGQj 'the abn of Slikit, 
died A.D. 843.^ 
Near the town of Navak, I observed out 

mentsi I can neml^^liete^^.thiit w)ieo tbe limbiaro limni«M4 
and fatigued by a long walk ; that either the eye will vieVt ^^^ 
mind oonsider, or the pencil delineate, with the Mune pleasure, 
good taste, or discriminatioo^ those objects in natore^ for the 
observation of wU^h, the tomr is destined, and the fiinhUm 
labour undergooe. 
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the right, a raised earthen work *. A good intr^ 
and pdsb horses* ♦ 

-^FrdmtNAVAMT to Turn viii miles. Road 
good;, a fine corn ocmntry.. See on the left a 
riuned'^churchjmansiigih' bouse, and earthen 
work ;< another dilaiMdated church in the same 
Vine ; and close, to tfae^SoTi^E is a small chapel 
iQ.ruins. At .aishort-d^taiice from hence, and 
within, sig^t^ fltands:fiBCTiVE Abbey, situated 
on. the banks of the said liver^: land presenting 
rdkheria.castfcllated dian a monastick exterion 
B^wfas founded either in the year 1 146, or 1158, 
for Cistercians.: by MuacnARD O'MsLiiGHLiir, 
King^of.MBJUTH, and was called the Ahbey'de 
Beatitudiiie. After the invalston of Itielalid, by 
the £nghsh, an 1 171 j thisiProvlnce of Meatr 
wa&giFeh/tOMHuaia 1KB Lact totd his heirs, 
hyiKing Hsiritr the ^qcond, to hold by the 
^cvieer of/fifty then* /This nobkanan Mrais killed 
hy thr btov/ of an axe,- froma labouro* employ- 
ed, by lfim>in fauildingia eaistte at ^Diyaao'v, 
in the Kino's County, A. D. 1186. From iliie 
ann^s of this iibbey,* it-^^^ppears^ that his body 
was detained for a long time by the Irish, until 
the year 1195, when, by the direction of Mat- 



* Mn Arckdale stays, *' that in the burial gronqd at Narnxn^ 
there aire^he:reinains .of many t^Qcif nt toinU, with figures ia 
alto rtlUvo, . . 
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TTHEW, Archbishop of Cashed, (then Aposto- 
lic Legate), and John, ArChbmhop <jf Dub- 
lin, it was delivered tip, 'arid interired With 
great solemnityin BacriVEr Abbey; but tllte 
head was placed in the Abb«y br5i*. THOM«is 
at Dubinin; it also appears^ :tliat the cdnttii- 
versy was continued tjetweeti the moi>ks of 
fij&CTiVE and the canons of St. Th^ma-s, con- 
-ceming the right to the body of H^joh de 
Lacy ; andthat a^^onimieston being iq)poiDted 
fey Pope INV0CE17T III, to ftiquire iiito their 
respective righte, sentence was giv«n in farcWr 
of the Abbey of St, Thomas. The annals of 
!this abbey, as given by ^Mr. ARCH0ALE,'ex- 
'tend from the year- 1 105, to the thne of its 
surrender in the reign <rf King Henry VIJL 
•and these ane very slight and invpcrlect. The 
Abbot of this 'house sat as a Bdrdn in pad!^ 
inent. There ait oonsideiable r/gmsuns of "thi^ 
abbey still standing. > ■'- ' .: ) : v * 

Trim. From the supeiUcial survey I to6ii of 
-this town, and it|^ etivirons, during my two 
former passages thi^ough it, I'found it containV 
^ed so many good subjects for the pencil, that! 
reserved it for a bontie boucht at the clbse of 
my Tour; 

Of the ruins witbin its walls, the ca^^e 
is the most prominent feature, both from its 
dimensions, and situation on the banks of the 
fiiverBoTNE; indeed this is almost the only 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t$i nut. 

^buitdiiig I lilvescen ift Irblaitd, tiiat daerves 
the appdlation of Castle { the generality of 
buildings so called, ajre ^oly sitoall forts, rescra- 
Uing esLffh other very much in tlie style of tiieir 
architaeture. The natives, perhaps, whose eyes 
-have not been so much accustomed^ as mine 
hay€!, tovie^ with lupture this statcfy faforicks 
of CoKWAT, CAKii'j.RyoN^and Harlech, may 
think this rembrk faitidious,' but in compart- 
SOB with the English, Webh, and Scotch Gas- 
ties, and as far aai my ciiservation has exteudei 
in this ;Country, I cannot allow it to be ill- 
founded^ 

I have befote had otcasioti to mention the 
l^yalGiTant, of the Province of Meath, to 
Hugh D£ Lac r, in reward for his services, who 
parcelled out. divers portions a£ his largi terri- 
tory amongst his friends and ImiUtary compile 
;Dions» Amongst these Hugh TtrreH, styled, 
by the Chronologer, his intrinsicke friend, te^ 
ceived Castl^kkock* 

Hu6|i D£ Lact, to strengthen his newly a<> 
^ired territories, had built a strong castle at 
Trih, and surrounded it with a deep and large 
ditch; and when furnished and competenliy 
garnished, he departed for England, leavitig it 
iai the custody of the aforesaid Hugh Tyr- 
BELL. The King of CoKH AUGHT, taking advaa<- 
tage of pE LAcr'a abaoice, assembled all tte 
forces he could, in order to. destroy it: but 
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HVQu TrawtLi^ bemg afiv^reked of their 
coming; dispatched messengers to $:ifRONGBow, 
beseeching him to <»me^ to his ^id* The E^rl 
presently assembled his forces, and marched 
towards Teim; hut Hugh TY&^Ehi^^ saeing 
the enemy at hand, and landing himself too 
weak to make resistance ^g^tifist their mnlti>- 
tudeS) abandoned the castle^ and burned it 
The Irish Kings perceiving that done to thck 
liaiidB, whidi they intended to have done by 
forw, returned towards their own conntrieflk 
The £axl upon his way meeting willi intelli*- 
^iiee, that Trim was burned, marclied on, and 
Wjhen he came thither, 1^ neither, found castfe 
nor house to lodge in : wherefore he made m 
fttay, but pursued the enony, and fell- upcw 
their, tear, of Whom one hundred and fifty wei* 
slain; which done^ he returned to Duni^iK^ 
ftftd fluoH T^YERjSLt to the ^ruined castle of 
TRiMf to rcedify theiiame, before Hugh i>m 
Lact returned out of England *. 
About the year IflSO/the Provincetrf MiLMifd 

* This account of Titw, *fe extracted from an historical fra^- 
menty written hy Maurice Regan^ and published by Harris^ in 
hh Hi^er^oa* Some bbtoriaiif , iamonpt whomi is Camden^ seem 
po hint, that the first castle was built at Trm^ by Wilhmn Bep^ 
pardf previous to the grant of Meath to High de Lacy. Maur^ 
Hegon^above .mentioned, was seiVant iffid jnte]:pretec to Jkrmod 
Mac Marrogk, King of Lein$kr, at die time of the English m 
vasion,. c . - ; 
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was miibh agitated by private dissieniioA^y be- 
tween Ho oh DE Lact, son and successor tb 
the original possessoty and William Mar"- 
^HALL, Earl of Pembroke. ** Trim (says 
WarCj) Vrks h^tsi&gedi 9LVLd hti3Mght to lamenta- 
We plight ; and whfen the rage fend fary of theit 
4>roil8 were somewhat abated, to prevent the like 
in future^ the same year the Castle of Trim 
was bbitt'' I know not upon what grounds 
this castle has been attributed to King Johk, 
for this monarch died in the year 1£16: and if 
we give credit to the Irish Historian, the castle 
was not erected till the year 1220 : but to King 
John other residences have been with as much 
impropriety attributed, as I have instanced in 
my notes en the building at St. David's in 
Wales, vulgarly called KrNo John's HaDu 
(Giraldus Camirensis, voi. h. page 30.) 

In 1399, it continued to be one btf^ ^tlie 
strongest places within the English pale \ 
The sons of the Dukks of Lancaster and 
Gloucester, were confitiied within its walls by 
King Richard the Second, the former of 
whom was unfortunately drowned on his pas- 

* The English) at hut^ by ill policy and ill success, were re- 
duced to the dominion of only four counties, vis. Jxmtk^ Meatk^ 
Duhlm and KHdOi-e^ besides the great cities, to which was given 
die name of PaUp because (as Boate says) the government of the 
King^ of England) and the £flgltsb colonies were feduoM to sd 
small a compass^ and as it were mpakd wiUuB the same.. 
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«ig& to Englatid. I find (firom Dugtfaie) that 
•{n 19 JS><^A/irdIL Roger Mortimer, bad a 
•itieci&l commission of lieutenancy for tbe Pro- 
vilices of Ulster, Coknauoht, and Meath, 
and in the w^xt year was again constitutedLord 
Lieutenant of the whole realm; his son and 
htity Edmund Mortimer, was also appointed 
Lieutenant of Ireland; (1 Henry VL 14£2) and 
.Mr. OiosE sayS) that this Earl had, in 1482, 
the inheritance of Trim, and there died of die 
)dagiie. 

Itrthe years 1406 and 1416, two Parliaments 
Were called in Dublin, adjourned to Trim, and 
held in the Black Friary; where also tradition 
tfiakes ^tkeJifH Irish Parliament to have been 
lield In 1459) a mint was established in the 
Castie of Trim, and silver and brass money 
fwete there coined by the King's order ; and in 
1457, mention is made of another Parliament 
having been called at the same place. In the 
ye^rs 1485,' 1490, and 1493, the same sessions 
W6re held in Trim Castle. In 1494, l^e MiK- 
.tary Society of St. Geo roe, which had been 
'institiited in 1479, for the defence of the Coun^ 
ties of Dublin, KildaRe,M£ath, and LocTTtt, 
ceased to exist-; and two years afterwards, 
Trim was consumed by fire. During the rebel- 
lious and troublesome reign of the unfortunate 
Charles the Firsts this town became again a 
^cene of tumult and ^Ksordei; ; In l(S41, k 
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.^wA$ VaSlmti hy the isSs^irgfiuUi bat was m- 
AsBixti t^ next ytew by 9ir,QA^u»XK« Cep?iS« 
Futsttittg^.tbe enemy ungtordedly ia the Ai^tf 
^ikk gftiUnt cpmimiider^ ttrA^e vetj/ name p0s 
*« ttfmr t0 th€ Iriih^ received- a mortal jsli^^ 
;mid«xpir6d. 

!; I« 1647, the«$tle was refof tified, and niade 
very strong ; it waa besieged by General PBfci- 
TOK^ but iteltfeved by Colond Jokes. In I640t 
it vbs takto fr<to.the Parliatnentariaiis by XiCrind . 
Ikchiquin; and in 1650, the Royali^ pM* 
;ef6sed themselves of it, b^t weredis^ys^s^ 
:by Colonel Reynolds, and SjiiXheophm^ 
Jokes. 

,, Siioh are the meamrials I Iviye beeb abte,^ 
cpltect reipieeting Ae Ca&||e ojF Taw; sill itf 
whioh prove, how vety impor^t ^ strong hobl 
it IWas considered, durittg the qcfurse of ovmy 
jrasoes^iirtt ceiituries» But howe^rte ivipprtaiit 
atid Itnong this castle niay hftve^bfiiw tonspdot- 
;^, both tflL a military a^ in a^<9vil Ipgh^. the 
^sonastJick estaUifchmfents in i^e towt ^md 
jmigllhaurhood) presented thexttselves as rivste, 
Hjaot «, power, at \e^% K rt<4»s. No less thafc 
.Iwif rdi^ous estabBshw^tsk Jiave been t«c#rd' 
)e^ .by Mr. Ae<3hi>axe, as e^istfagat Tain, 
^MeA :a chantry, a Greek dhui^ aiul a mnA- 
fieiy. . .. ', ia 

£ ilb An Abbey of Canoils Reg^larifomidedLjat 
ft vQry-faijJijt pcu»0^Qila|^se ofi^Quad, gi^ea 

3 
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§8t tfet/^fpow by lpETnlMMij>f^ thfe. son of 
LAoanAiitj aild graiKl$oadf Nialx^ St. Pa- 
trick made his nephew^ St. Lomakk, bi$h<}p 
l^re, smd \ni wcoeedeU by Sr^ FoRcniutNit; 
about the middle of the fifth ce&tury. The ait- 
/tials of this ahbiiy are comtiaued in regular or- 
der, from this early esra to the time of its di9- 
tolution, in the reign of KtNo Hekrt VIIL 
Frosn them \vt kam» that the toit^n and abbey 
sulTered by conflagration in the years 1108^ 
}197t 1143, 115<>, andiaOS. Towards the close 
of l^e tbift«en1h century, . the abbey ins nd- 
bailt by the Lact family, and filled \rifh Cjh 
nons Regular, In 1 368, this building was again 
oonsamed by fire, Mn Arcudal£ differs In 
his. diteft respecting the Parliaments held at 
Trim : ht plaqes them in tibe years 1484, 148^, 
and 1491. 

This church possessed an image of the Blessed 
Virgin, which, however for many ages cel(^ 
jirated for its miracles, and the maiiy pilgrint- 
a^s and otferings.made to it, was publicly 
burned* in the year 1538. In the 34th Henbt 
VIII. this abbey, with its appurtenances, waft 
granted to Siu Anthokt St. Legcr^ Knighti 
The lofty tower, called the Yeliow Seeibpeiq 
of which a conspvcuOus fi^gment still remahiSi 
owes its dilflipidati6ns to Oliver CromVell^ 
against whom it held out a considerable thne 
as agarasQ^.: i » 
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4* The Gfcy Friary was dedicated to St. Bd- 
KATENTOftEj and was generally c^Ied tiie Ob- 
seryantine Friary of Trim. Some attribute its 
fbandation to King John ; others to the fa- 
mily of PitJNKET. It was reformed by the Ob- 
servan tines before the yew 1385. In 1S90, a 
great part of this building was undermined by 
the waters of the BoTNE^and feil to the ground. 
The present Sessions House now stands mx its 
site. 

5. The Dominican Friary stood near the gate 
leading to ATHBori and was founded in iS6S, 
by Geoffref de Genevili/e, who, by his 
nmrriage with Maud, daughter to Gilbert i>£ 
La<!t, had livery of the Castle of Trim, as the 
right, by inheritance, of his wife. This said 
Geoffrey, in the year 1808, resigned the 
lordship of Meath, to Roger de MoftTiiiEit, 
the rightful heir, and entered himself a friar in 
4his monastery, wherein he died, and was in- 
terred in 1314. Many others of his family wwe 
also buried in this monastery. This was the 
abbey, before mentioned as the Black Friary^ in 
which divers Parlianients were he)d, and in one 
of which, it was enacted, ^' that the Irish sk>ald 
not wear shirts stained with safFron,^* 

4. The Priory of Crossbearers, dedicated to 
St. John the Baptist, and founded by one of 
the Bishops of Meath, is represented as having 
been a truly magnificent building, in F^ieh 
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NEWTOWN ABBET. 869^ 

probably $oine of the Parliaments werd held; 
but I cftA gain no informatioai respecting its*. 
oi^ginal<sitaation» 

. Besides these monastick buildings at Trtm, 
there are two others in its immediate neighbour* 
hood that deserve notice* 

I. The Priory of Nswtown,. situated .oA the 
northern banks of the River Boyne. This was 
founded about fhe year. I SOS, for Canons Re* 
gular, of :the Corigregation of St. Victob, by 
SiaiQN de Aocaroi^T, Bishop of Meath, who 
aJUo. erected the church into a cathedral, which 
he dedicated to the honour of St. Peter and 
St. Pi:UL. He died in the year 1SS4,. and was 
buried here. In the year 1307, when: Richard 
SwEETMAN presided over the abbey, some se* 
tIqus disturbances tdok place, in which he wm 
murdered,^ as well as another friar, who ende$t< 
Youred ' to apprehend ^ assassiuB* On the 1st 
of May^ li3^, this house was suppressed by Paf« 
Itameat, and granted. ;t9. King Hbnrt VIIL 
The prior of thi»hoose,LW^ the thkd indignity^ 
and sat as a Baron in the House of Lords; 

Mr. Arch2>ale notices an ancieort tomb) ftMd 
to have be«i placed there fi)ri»' daughter of 
Kivj& John. ;I own this «sQaped my observa- 
tion, but I observed another altar tomb expos* 
ed to the rude el^nents, on . which there were 
the recumbent effigies of a s»alejind female fi- 
gure, habited in the costume of Quebn Ewjsa- 
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BjsTB. On iti base is an iascripttmiy nvffaftch I* 
Imd not tinie to ikcypher ; hut I aiB told by a 
gentleman of the country, that this ]noihunaift> 
was erected to the memory of two personages 
of tb^IifMCOMifOK £uuUy. 

8. At a short distance from NxwTOvsr Al>* 
bey, bnt on the opposite banks of the Ri^er 
fioTN^ and immediately adjoining a favidge 
owr that river, are the mmfias of' a' Priory of 
St* Johk the Baptist, which was erected in 
the thirteenth century for Crossbearers, or 
Crouched Friars; and the Bishops of Msatb 
were either the founders, or great* benefiieti^s to 
thfsliouM. The ruins are extensive, afiid par- 
tite of the castellated style of ardiiteotitra : 
they group well with the river atijd adjoining 
bridge, and form a good subject for the pendl. 
Indeed, I have seen no pkce, during my exteft* 
she to>ttr, so rich in i^fegkclstfor tb^ pencil, or 
miore Convenient, in point of accommdds{jlftlms, 
than the town of TRtic,^ and <t^ imniediate 
h^ighbaurhdodk (tnn^ • Risxi&y ^ • Arms, ^ post 
horses.) 

' i^ATPii^AV 80th AcousTi From Tbim to 
KrLCOck xpMiLBs^ where we clyaaged hMses. 
This road, and theprincipal<A9ecte near it, hare 
been before described. 

From KiLcocK to Dublin xvi miles. 
Reiad good* Passing through Maynooth and 
Li:iXLip, I vaiied the road to.0tfEl^iK^ by. 
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the recommendation of my friends, and crossing 
the LiFFETy near Lucan, continued to follow 
its northern banks, through a narrow vale, well 
wooded, and fichly varied with gentlemen's 
seats. The southern declivities |of the banks, 
facing the river, and which, till within these 
few years, produced only fern and furze, are 
now allotted to extensive and profitable planta* 
tions of strawberry plants. £nter the Phcenix 
Park, which, on this side, presented more na* 
tural beauties than I could have imagined ; and 
a most advantageous, and even picturesque, 
view of the City of Dublin. 

I strongly recommend to every traveller the 
northern banks of the Liffet ; the road is 
somewhat longer, but better, and the superior 
scenery which it affords, will amply recompense 
him for so trifling a detour. 

On Monday night, 1 September, we sailed 
from Dublin in the Spenser Packet, (Captain 
Fellows,) and after a most favourable passage 
of eleven hours, landed safely at Holyheap. 
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AxTiau wiEs. Historical order requires, that 
we should first direct our attention to those 
objects which lay claim to the most remote an- 
tiquity. Amongst these, the rude pillars, and 
cromlechs erected by the ancient inhabitants of 
our island, (most probably for religious pur- 
poses,) bear the" preeminence in point of seni- 
brity j of the same date are many of the tumuli 
and carnedds dispersed over the face of the 
country: I, say, many^ hecsmse some are evi- 
dently military works of a much more modern 
period. 

The construction of stone temples SLndcrom- 
leths^ has generally been attributed to the 
Druids, butwithoutany certainty of proof. The 
former consisted of one or more circles of rude 
stones set upright, surrounded by a ditch and 
rampart; the formed being dug on the inside 
of the circle; by which peculiari'ty they ard 
distinguished from military works, where thd 
ditches are usually dug on the outside^ as a guard 
against the enemy. A fine example of this dis- 

T 
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tinguishing character of the religious and mili- 
tary earthen works, may be seen at Aburt m 
WiltshHi^ ck>ie t^ tlpe |^,eat wuui^ lictwcen 
Marlborough and Devizes, and near the vil- 
lage of Beckhampton* 

In the grand 4XmI wjeM pneserred temple, 
called Stonehexge, we see a work of greater 
art, and consequently of a much later aera, yet 
atill beyond the reach of h'lstory. Xtv tb^ qon- 
struction of this building [whose ground pUci 
represents two ovals within two circles, ^^{^ 
rounded by a slight ditch} a greater skill wd 
knowledge of masonry are displayed : th'e up- 
right stones have an impost upon themf, coa^ 
nected by a mordse and tenpn ; and the wbolft 
bear tlie marks of the chissel ; whct^tm, in t|)f| 
mqre ancient temple at Aburt, the upright; 
stones have no imposts, and are put up im th^ 
same rude state they were drawn from theil; 
native quarry. 

I have every reason to suppose, that one of 
these ^tirnp. temples existed formerly on tlut 
CCRRACH of KitDAR]^ : the elevated situatipw# 
and the nature of the soil of that plain, adnura-* 
bly suited both the i^qlinations and habits of 
the Britons ; and wheq 1 perceive the tumuli 
of their dead) can I dquh* df tjieir prior exist-^ 
ence on that fey.o^red spot? Nor shpiild tradir 
tion, ho wevcjr apparently e)iveloppe4 i^ th« 
thick veil of fictiooi and' romapcft be Ut(^ljfMVh 
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hcecMf ; for tfae 9ini i(4tf otfMlttinHisf ittddietilj^ 
burst forth through thte ttArty aAd by if© tfrf- 
K^^eramgi nyt?^ dispel tAi€r 4kvKli€»t tb&t teft^re 
ptevailed Froav aBcicnt t#adHi9(»n tfelewn^thM 
i, stone t^mpfe ^ntse existed eal the €v^i^A0tf 
of Ki£DABB, and was eafHfd tb« Circ/e c/rA* 
GiantSy bec^aose they brought it from thrfai^ 
thest part of Alrie» mta IrefefM^ frcmi' wftrefaxio 
th« Bullish King, AtfBROBins,^ by tbt awwtmiM 
ef MEftArir the Hiergioiad, traHfispliemtect it totfaa 
plains of Wiltshire, and placed; it oii ar s|^ 
where the Temple of S^oi^s^Hii^E ifotr standi % 

From irhioh trddifityn I t^ould dra^ the f^ \ 
lowing ini^rence;; namely, that a stom ttvfe^ / 
existed in ancieftt timers' off the €urrag9 df \ 
KifritARE,. ^iml that by the desire of King Ai^ ' ^ 
BRosius, one Merlin went into" IreUtnklv^ ^Uttt \ 
brought back with htm a^ pfcib* of that tefl&ple» 1 
from which the one of SroierxiiVKaEw^safler^/ 
wards erected. 

'By these means only cai» I interpret t9ii» tnp 
dition; for the removal of i^ueh ston^ » e9u 
dently impossible; add we fortunattly" olid 
bring evidence ta prove frbm' wfaimce thiqr 
were conveyed to Stonehenge. Nor will I con- 
sent to give this stupendous temple, which 
adorns my native county, so recent a date a^ 

^&iratia$ CaMtmm^ Topogr^Ka Bibcrniot. Cbup^.xix. 
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the period in which the British King AuRELiua 
Ambrosius flourished^. 

Next to the stone temples comes that species 
of monument called Cromlech, derived from 
the British words crwrriy or crom^ bending ; and' 
//ecA, a stone that is flat, or bends downwards. 
Their original destination has not yet been 
clearly ascertained; some antiquaries having 
supposed them to have served as altars for sa- 
crifice ; and others to have been erected as se- 
pulchral memorials. 

Of these several are^ dispersed through Ire- 
land ; some few of which I have had occa- 
sion to mention during my tour ; and many 
others have been described by Mr. Wright, in 
his Louthiana, and in the lately published Sta- 
tistical Surveys. 

Though the subterraneous temple cannot be, 
said to be exclusively peculiar to this country, 
yet the Sister Kingdom canhot boast of any 
one either so large, or in such perfect preserva- 
tion, as the one at New GRAiNGE,near Slane, 
which I have described in my journal ; and 
which is one of the most curious monuments of 



* Aurelvus Ambrosius, reigned over Britain in the fifth century^ 
and according to the historian Cress^y was poisoned by the 
treachery of one Pascentius, in the year isQTf after a reign of 
thirty-one years. 
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antiquity remaining "within the limits of jtbe 
United Kingdom. 

. Coeval with the Stone Temple and the Crom- 
lech, are the Carnedds and the TumuluSy or Bar* 
row ; the former signifying in the British lan^ 
guage,a heap of stones ; the latter^jn the Latin ^ 
tongue, a heap, or mound ; the former piled up . 
with stone, the latter with earth ; each mate- 
rial being used indiscriminately, according to 
the nature of the soil surrounding theplace^des-* 
tined for the sepulchrd memorial, Thus,»in 
this extensive plains of Wiltshire and Dor- 
setshire, we see the Tumulus- formed in the 
most correct and beautiful manner,, of the fine 
turf with which the chalky downs are -covered ; 
whilst ou the ruder mountains pf Wales and 
Ireland, we see the Carnedd still following 
the shape of the Tumulus, though differing in 
the materials of its construction. * 

Specimens of each occured to me during my 
tour ; and I much regretted that I had not lei- 
sure to examine some of their contents : From 
the ancient relics found in them, and deposited 
in the Museum at Dublin, I do not hesitate to 
pronounce them the places of interment of the 
most ancient inhabitants of our island. Whe- 
ther Celtic, or Belgic, I know not, but the 
resemblance of the urns^ stone-hatchets, flint 
arrow heads, brass spears, &c« found under the 
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hkh tumuU, with thoie I fa«v/s mm i^ «p tit 
Wiltshire, evidently proves tke^ iWtiirf«s tP 
faHrt )»eiBa dqMfttod about ihe sa^i^ 0^^s«4 by 
A |Miof)l9 firtiirrviBg tbe ;saiBje Habits i9ii4 ritM i^ 
WiiL Th^ ^scfiptiom of n most txif^» 
Cwn, ^Qov^n^iiln th« dmntyof Dovjir, j»«jr 
|)if MTU io VManeejf^ CMkctw^^ ¥oL vi. pfft 

OstATjpitiEf, Chajpxlb, ud Epvy9 To«r£W« 
At t^e time when cliristianity wm imtrodiictd 
iftto this isload^ tfaf c^l of ^ holy num partook 
of tha humility of hi$ own disposition. A ear 
yarn slidtercd him from the fievcriiy^ of tha 
ftorm ; a flatatooa sarved bim £bf a bed ; tha 
roots of the earth, and the limpid spring, for 
food. The eaactity of his life and icoiuiucfc, at- 
tjractad the attention of the faithful^ and by 
their zeal, an humble chapel of d^rotion W9!^ 
erected near the hermit's celL 
Of these we find some y&ty siogular example 
ia Ireland : ooa of which I have meatiooed^ in a 
perfaet atate at Kili^alok, and the fragment 
of another on D£¥£;!fisii Island.^ Tbi^ir poo- 
stouction was very simple, and entirely of 
stone; tho roof being drawn up to a point ia 
the form of a w^dge ; the arches roiind» and the 
ardiilieeture plaia 9nd unomamented : the 
SjiRon deoorations employed on CoanAc's 
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Cliapdv it Ca6Iii^l, ftw^ that H^Mliofg to he 

Made me of*. 

Roy^H ToiTElis. I atA indtaed to tWnk, 
that these «ttag«kr bu;Mi«gs -^rei* ^r6<it6d 
about die iswt*i>a ti««6 is the stone-roofed clxipd«i 
and that they were the work of l^e trish, 

OfftALDii« GA3*ft«ifi^"flis, ^ho ^i^otfe \m Ac- 
count of Ir^lail<l iti the ytor U83, d^stfnguhsties 
th^m as towers Ix^to^ging; to churches buiH 
aftfer the manner bf the country. *' riirrtf*€C'* 
tleslmtic^ qH^^ merepeith, uHtie sunt et attce^ 
necnon el rotunddf.'' ^he fepkiions about th^ir 
owgiiial i}e^iiiati<6n^ haVe been as varied as 
they have been d{acol*da^t. 

John Ltnch, to Irish writer, calls them 
clochieackf or the house of the bell, atad attri- 
butes their conl»tructt6n to the Danes. 

PfitEK Walsh supposes them to havfe been 
erected Jit&t by the Danes^ as watch-towers 
against the natives f* ^nd appropriated after- 
wards to holy uses> as steeple-houses, and bel- 
fries t they are also attributed by Dr. Mbtv- 
ITEux to the Panes. 

Mr^ Harris thinks, that (^like jthe pillars ih 



* Comuie, son of Culinofff King of Mufuter, and Ardi))ishQp 
of Cashdf lived in the }>eginning of the tenth centyry. 

tThe low situation in which several of these toweis ace 
placed, ibiiitates strongly against this supt^osition. 
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There is another dissertaftfiom or these Imfl^ 
ings, by the Her. Taoif ah HARM£ft, in th« 
ninth vohime of the Archeotoghj in wWch he 
quotes the description given hy a moderti 
Greek writer, of a square tower in the fioly 
Land, which was appropricited to the same 
purposes, as those in Ireland are supposed {by 
some authors) to have been. ** On the outside 
of the walk, and on the west {of thetnonastery), 
is a square tower of three stories, and twelve 
yards in diameter, in which two or three Her- 
mits shut themselves, who live in a vefy au- 
stere manner. On the upper story is a be!!, 
which, whenever any visitors come from Jeru- 
salem, is rung to give notice to the doorkeeper 
of the convent for their reception. The entrance 
into it is by a stone staircase of fourteen steps, 
and is distant from the walls of the tower 
about twelve feet. On the top of the staircase 
is a drawbridge, which communicates with the 
door of the tower, to which chains are fixed on 
each side, and it is hoisted up from the inside 
of the door, and ne\^er kt down except neces* 
«ity requires/' 



with respect to the generality of these buildings ; for in nlnioflt 
every one that fell under my own inspection; I observed the 
marks o( distinct stories and Jlooring : and the windows, though 
narrowy were decidedly inch, aiidone was appropriated lo^very 
ftory, except the upper «ne, wbich had four. 
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Vhiist tgme autboni have attributed tbeie 
i)uildi«gi^ to tbe Irish, and others to ihe JKcfti 
iand Danes, a learned aatiquary, tiow iiviag, 
0«9eral Vallakcet, has aoogfat out for tbem 
a still more remote origin. He ;Sup[K)Wi them 
to have been erected by the Old ]j*ish, or Aire^ 
Cotiy the primitivre inhabitants of Britaia, audi 
the wrestem isles, urho, after the reMgion of 
the Brahmins, worshipped fire*; And meatjoitf 
« pasfittge in Hawwa^^$ Tr^roiU^ vcL u p* %^ 
in which similar buiidiags, appropriated to (fae 
tame religious purposes, are xlescribed : ^' 5jvbi 
was built by the ancient Persians; there ane 
yet there &ur temples of the Gebrss* or wor- 
dippers of fire, who formerly inhabited all thi^ 
coast. These edifices are rotund, about thirt|r 
feet in diameter, and raised to a point near one 
hundred and twenty feet" After suggesting, 
that they were originally erected by the y»Qr- 
shippers of jirty he thus concludes: ^* That 
these towers wene used as belfries, there can be 
fu> doubt, and why they should not have been 
so used before Christianity was introduced, I 
know no reason. The same cause existed^ 



* The pyramidal flame seems to have given the idea of the 
Round Towerif whiph were conical, and ended in a point at top, 
both in Hi^DO%TAVf and in Irelavd. 
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namely, that of assembling the people to devo- 
tion. The Egyptians had bells, and the Irish 
ceol, (keol) a bell, and its diminutive keolariy a 
little bell, was certainly derived from the Egyp- 
tian kely a bell *. 

On comparing and considering the various 
accounts which have been drawn up by so 
many able and intelligent antiquaries, I am in- 
clined to favour the opinion of Dr, Smith, 
which is strongly grounded upon the tradition 
of an dncient Irish manuscript. 

The figure of our Saviour on the cross, which* 
IS Sculptured over the key stone of the door- 
way to the Round Tower at Donaghmore, will . 
at once overturn the ingenious system of Gene- 
ra! Vallancey, and prove these buildings to 
have been of Christiariy not of Pagan, origin. 
The same religious emblem is also sculptured on 
the arch of a Round Tow^er at Brechin, in 
Scotland. 

These towers differ in their respective heights 
and dimensions, as well as in the number of 
their floors, and in the height of the door from 
the ground |. They vary also in their distances 



"* Vallancei/ Collectanea, vol. \\. p. 156. 

t Mr. TFelcl, in his late publication, says, that the round towers 
at Swotdif, and Cluanmacnoise, have entrances level with the sur- 
face of the ground. 
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from the church, but most usually bear a nortlv 
western position. They were divided into dif- 
ferent stories, of which I.saw evident marks in 
the projecting stonework, left for the support of 
the floor. Each of these floors had one window 
to light it ; and the upper room had invariably 
four. I am inclined to think, that one and the 
same plan was followed in drawing up the roof 
„ into the shape of a cone ; and that the battle- 
ments, with which we see some of them crown- 
ed, were a more modern addition after the de-^ 
cay of the original stone roof. Their architec- 
ture was simple, and the masonry very good : 
they sprung (frequently, but not always,) from 
a projecting plinth, which served as a base, and 
diminished gradually from the bottom to the 
top. In one only of these towers have I ob- 
served any sculptured decorations, namely, on 
that in Devenish Island, on Lough ERisrE, 
where a rich cornice encircles the stone roof, 
and the centre of each of the four upper- 
windows, is ornamented with a human head. 

If I am allowed to hazard a conjecture about 
these singular buildings, I should suppose them 
to have been erected about the ninth century, 
and nearly at the same time with the stone- 
roofed chapels, at which period Ireland abound* 
ed with holy men, and was much resorted to a$ 
a seminary for learning and religion. The cha- 
pelat Cashel must have been erected r^^^^-^ 
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at the end of the BMth^ or tlie htf^ntnng. of tiitf 
tefirtb century, as Cormac^ ita founder^ wair 
ilaio in battle A. D. 908 i but as thia boiUiii^ 
Ja richly decorated with scolpture, add built hi 
a very superior style of architectilrey we caniioe 
toDsider it as one of the earliest iq>eciiMns of 
Ibis kmd of structure. 

I think alsa we may s^ely gire die credit t)£ 
their construction to the natire Irish : that l^ey" 
were very numerous in former da3;<s, the mo-' 
dern survivors will amply testify ; aind that they 
jrere bui4t after the usuat method and plan a£ 
the country, {more pmtric) and had' m com^ 
aexion with the adjoining chwrchesvbdageaifod 
^ turres eccksktstk^^'' the passage befove c^d 
from GiRAL]>usv will sufficiently prove. Tfa^ 
seem liowever to have been almost peouliar ta 
Ireland, as there are none in £ngland or Waies^ 
and only two in Scotland ; the designs of which 
were probably brought over by some iriah ai»* 
chitect, at a period when there was a great in- 
tercourse between the two nations. These 
Round Towers are situated at AbernetAi?, iu 
tlie County of IVluitRAY> and at Brechi^> in 
the County of Awous ; each on the eastertf 
coast of Scotland ; and far remote from Irelanc^ 
The description given by Mr. GoRPOi(r» in hit 
Itinerarium Septentrionale, of the Bkmnd 
Tower at Abernktht, would answer e^nsily 
well witlifc any one ia kelanct Hteifeysi " Atf 
3 
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A»«RM£tHr, the ancient capital of tlw Pictbh 
mrtiofi^Icould discoveF teething except a stately 
bol.low ^ilW, trilfaout a staircase, so that when I 
entered within^ and looked upward, I could 
scarce forbear knaginiiig myself at the bottom 
o^f a de^p- draw-weU' It has only oac door, or 
oiiitrancQ^ facisg fl>e norths somewhat above 
1^ b9kw»; tbr heig^ of which is eight foot and 
^ balf^ mkA tb^ bKa^dth %wo foot and » half* 
Tciwatds' the to^a^e fmr windows^, equidistant^ 
and five foot nine inches in height, and two 
foot tw(^ inches i^n> bceadth, and each is sup- 
|iQf tedr by two sm^l piHars% At the bottom are 
two rows^ of i^ne^,^ pr ojecting^^ from beneath, 
which Mftved for a basisi or pedestal. The 
whoie height of tlie pillar is^ seventy-five foot; 
the exct^mat errcumference ab ^le base is forty* 
eight, fbot, but diminishes somewhat towards 
the top, and the thickness of the wall is three 
foot atd a ImlE 

The same author, in describing the other 
Round Tower at Brechin, says, ^^ Itdifiers 
little in sbofe firom that at AgsBRXETHT, only - 
it was larger, and covered at top ; for its heighti 
including the roof, was a hundred foot ; the 
iMternal circumference iaforty-seven f<M>t, and 
the thickness of the walls three foot eight 
mches. However this has no pedestal like the 
other, but seems to shoot out of the ground 
Vike a tree. It has a di»>r fronting the south, 
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the height and breadth of which differ little 
from AbebnethV ; only upon it are evidencea 
sufficient to demonstrate, " that it was a Chris- 
tian 'tvorky for over the top of the door^ is the 
Jigure of our Saviour on the dross.'^ 

Drawings of this last tower have been given 
by Ledwich, Pennant, and Mr. GouGH,who^ 
in the second volume of the Arckieologia, hsis 
corrected an error of Gordon, respecting the 
door, as he calls it, which is only two arches, 
one within the other in relief/' 

As it may be satisfactory to some of my 
readers to know in what provinces the remains 
of these singular buildings are situated, I shall 
subjoin the best account I can collect, from 
the various authors who have recorded them*. 
County of Antrim. At ANTRiMf, Ardmoy. 

Ram Island in Lough Neagh. 
County OF Gavan. AtDRUMLAHAN. 
County of Clare. At Drumclipf, Innis- 
CATTERY,^ an island on the River 
Shannon. Iniskeltair, an island 
in Lough Derg, on the same river. 



* Dr. Beaufort, and Mr. Ledtiichy have given lists of these 
Round Towers, which I have compared with Scorarrf'* Topo- 
graphical Dictionary, and have mentioned only those in my 
text, which are recorded by the three respective writers. 

t This Round Tower does not stand immediately in the 
town, but at a short distance from it. 
1 
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County of Cork. At Ballybeg. Brigovke. 
Cork. Cloyne. Kineigh, or Ki- 

NEATH*. 

County of Down. At Drumbo. Down- 

PATRICK t- MagHERA. 

County of Dublin. At Clondalkin. Lusk. 

Swords. Rathmichael. 
County of Fermanagh. On Devenish 

Island, in Lough Erne:};. 
County of Galway. At Ballygaddy. 

Feartamore. Kilmacduagh§. 
County of Kildare. At Castle Dermot. 

KiLDARE. KlLCULLEN. OuGHTE- 
RARD. TaGHADOE. 



* The architecture of this tower varies from all others in 
Ireland, the^r^^ story being a regular hexagon, and tradition 
dates the construction of this tower in the year 1015. Mr. 
Ledwich mentions a tower at Baiii/Wfrkj in this cotfhty ; but it is 
not noticed either by Archdale, or Seward. 

t On taking down this Round Tower, the vestigee of a still 
more ancient building, and of good masonry, were found un- 
der it. 

I This is the most ornamented Round Tower I have seen, 
having a sculptured cornice round its stone roof. 

§ Mr. Seward says, that this tower leans 17| feet from its 
perpendicular, and that the celebrated one at Pua leans only 13 
feet. 

Mr. Ledwich mentions • another tow^r at KUbennan^ in this 
county, but neither Seward nor ArcJtdale take notice of it. 
- • tJ 
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County of Kilkenny. AoHAVULLEa. Feb- 
TAGH. Kilkenny, Kileee. Tul- 

LOHERIN. 

King's County. At Clonmacnoise, two*. 
County OF Limeeick. At Dyseet. Kilmal- 

LOCK-f. 

County of Louth.. At Dromiskin. Monas- 

teeboyce. 
County of Mayo. At Aghagover. Bal- 

lagh. Killala. Melick. Tur- 

logh:};. 
County of Meath. At Donaghmore §. At 

Kells. 
County of Monaghan. At Clones I|. 
Queen's County. AtTiMAHOE. 
County of Roscommon. At Boyle. Oran. 



* Mr. Ledmich mentions two Round Towers at Ferban^^ but 
the other authors are silent on this subject. 

t Mr. Ledwich mentions §1 Round Tower at Limerichy in adr 
dition to the other two. 

X Mr. Ledwich takes noticQ of a tower at Newcastle^ in this 
couQty, but I can find no such place mentioned (as in this dis- 
trict) by the other authors. The author of the Statistical Sur- 
vet/ of the County ofMayo^ says, that there is a Round Tower 
at the town of Ba/, fifty feet high. Quere, Is not this the same 
recorded by Mr. Ledwich^ as at Ball^ in the County of SUgo? 

^ Over the keystone of the door at Donaghmorcy is the figure 
of our Saviour on the cross^ sculptured on the stone : an evident 
proof, that these buildings were of Christian^ not Pagan origin. 

II Dr. Beaufort takes notice of a tower at Eimkeen^ in this 
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County OF Sltgo. At DaiMciiFFE. Slig6, 

two*. 
County of Tipperary. At Cashel. Ros- 

CREA. 

County of Waterford. At Ardmore. 
County of Wicklow. At Glandalogh, 

two. 
County of Westmeath. At Dysart. 

county. N. B. in bis Map, this place is written Inniskeen, On 
the borders of Cavan^ and this county, is a place called Enniskeen. 
In the Statistical Survey of this county, a Round Tower is re- 
corded at Inniskeen^ w^ose door is level with the surface. 

* Mr. Ledxcichy in his list of Round Towers, places one at 
Ball, and another at Moat, in this county. But I can find no 
account of them in any other book : the author of the 5/aft^/fca/ 
Sut-vey of this County, is erroneous in stating, ^* that the door 
is never lower than about trceniy feet from thefoundation,*' There 
seems to have been no general rule for the height of the doors, 
and few are so high as fwenty feet from the surface. 



« 
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The following measurements (extracted from 
Mr Ledwich's Antiquities) will throw a fur- 
ther light upon the mode of construction 
adopted with respect to these Round Towers. 



Round Towers, 


Height. 


Circum- 
ference. 


RmcT 
n«8S ot 


from 


Stories. 






Walls. 


Ground. 




Cloyne 


92 


50 


3 8 


13 


_ 


Fektaoh 


112 


48 


3 8 


10 


5 


KiLCULLEK 


40 


44 


3 6 


7 


3 


KiLMACDUAGH 


no 


57 




24 




Teohadow 


71 


38 


3 8 


11 6 


6 


DOWNFATRICK 


66 


47 


3 






Devenish Isle 


76 


41 


3 6 






MONASTERBOYCE 


110 


51 


36 


6 


6 


TiMAHOE 


35 


53 


4 4 


14 


7 


KlLDARE 


110 


54 


3 6 


13 


6 


OUGHTERARD 


25 


48 


3 


8 


5 


Casii^el 




54 


4 


11 


5 


Swords 




55 


4 8 


2 




Drumiskin 


ISO 










Kenith 


70 










Kells 


99 




■ 







Stone. Crosses. The next relick of anti- 
quity that demands our notice^ is the Cross, 
of which Ireland presents many curious and 
well preserved specimens. They are neither of 
that light and taper form, nor elegant Gothic 
workmanship, by which the crosses, erected by 
our English monarch, Edward the First, to the 
memoryof Eleanor, his Queen, were so parti- 
cularly distinguished: but though simple in 
their de$ign, they are yet rich in sculpture. I 
have had occasion during my journal, to men- 
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tion two perfect, and one imperfect Crosses at 
MoJTASTERBOYCE, Es wcll as two ricli frag- 
ments remaining at Kells; at which place, I 
heard of others existing in a perfect state, at a 
place called Castle Kyran, in that neigh- 
bourhood. In the second volume of Val- 
lancey's Callectanea^ are the engravings of 
two other Crosses, standing in the churchyard 
of Castle Dermot, in the County of Kil- 
BARE, with inscriptions said to be in the Og- 
ham characters, and supposed to bear the date 
of the tenth century. It is difficult to fix the 
period of their construction, but I should ima- 
gine thera coeval with the Round Tower, and 
the work of the ninth or tenth century ; but I 
cannot think that the Ogham Character (if 
such a character ever existed) was in use so 
late as the tenth century. 

I must repeat my fervent wish, that, the mem- 
bers of the learned societies at Dublin, will 
rescue from oblivion these interesting relicks of 
Irish antiquity, by sending some ingenious 
artist through the country, to make exact 
plans and drawings of them : and that they will 
afterwards make their merits public, either by 
engraving them in the Transactions of their own 
Society, or transmit them for that purpose to 
the Society of Antiquaries in London. 

Earthen Works. By them I mean banks 
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and mounds of earth, raised into various shapc$» 
and applied to different purposes. Of these, 
Ireland presents a very great variety : but their 
characters have not been sufficiently distin- 
guished by the Irish writers, who have applied 
to them the general term of liath^. ^nd attri- 
buted^ their formation to the Danes- The word 
Rath appears to be a corruption from Raad^ 
which, in the Danish language, signifies, a 
council; and which is interpreted by Lhuyd^ in 
his Irish-English Dictionary, a village, a 
prince's seat ; also, an artificial mount, or bar^- 
row. 

These Earthen JVorks may be classed in the 
following order. 

1. A mound of earth formed in the shape of 
a cone, and finishing in a point at top, encir- 
cled generally by a slight ditch. . 

I have no doubt biU these tumuli were origi- 
nally raised for sepulchral uses, and by the 
early Celtic or Belgic tribes who inhabited 
Ireland. Many of these have been opened, and 
found-to contain ashes, bones, urns, and:other 
ornaments; and in a great degree correspond- 
ing with tho^e discovered by. me in Wiltshire.; 
a proof that the respective inhabitants of the 
age, when these mounds of earth were thrown 
up, made use of the same modes of burial*, 

^ Though in many instances, tho articles found in Irdani 
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Seme of these mounds are flat at top, but 
whether originally made so, or levelled in sub- 
sequent times by art, I will not pretend to de- 
cide; the surface however appears to be too 
small to have answered any milifcary or civil 
purpose; and I am rather inclined to think, 
that they are sepulchral. 

a. A large circle surrounded by a raised ag- 
ger of earth, and a slight ditch. Of similar 
works I observed several during my tour, and 



' under tumuli correspond entirely mth those found in WUtskirt, 
and equally point out the rude age in which they were depo- 
sited ; yet in oilier cases they vary, and seem to indicate a later 
aera. In the few examples I saw deposited at Trinity College, 
and at the Dublin Society, I could not but notice, that the se- 
pulchral unis, though equally ill baked with those of England, 
were in general more ornamented. I have observed also the 
same peculiarity with respect to some discovered lately in 
Wales. The ornaments of gold are also richer, and more nu- 
merous; for I have been seldom fortunate enough to £nd 
articles of gold in our Wiltshire Barrows. But the superior 
richness of the Irish urns, &c. &c. may be easily, and, I think, 
conclusmly reconciled by those who do not seek for their an- 
cestors amongst the 5cyfA<3Er, Iberi^ or Air Cotti^ but are contented 
to derive their origin from the Celtic and Belgic tribes, who 
poured in upon us from the Continent of Gaul, and after having 
first peopled the more southern parts of Britain, opposite their 
own coast, extended their colonies into Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland ; and thus the superior richness of the Irish urns, gold 
ornaments &c. (being the work of a much later colony, and 
perhaps, Belgic,) may be rationally accounted for* 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 G£N£RAL REMARKS. 

frequently there were two near to each other. The 
nameof Rath may, I think, more appropriately 
be applied to these, as from their dimensions, 
and slight elevation, they were calculated for 
those conferences and meetings which the word 
literally implies ; and the circumstance of find- 
ing two adjoining each other, seems to 
strengthen this supposition^ These cannot be 
sepulchral, as no such elevated form is to be 
found amongst the great variety of barrows 
which the chalky downs of the west of England 
present 

3. High raised circular tumulus, with more 
than one fosse.. These are evidently military 
works ; as are likewise 

4. Those with ramparts and out works. The 
most common plan, is a high circular mound, 
with a square or oblong work attached to it, 
the whole surrounded by one or more ditches. 
This mode of fortification was adopted also in 
Wales ; and from the circumstance related in 
the Chronicles of that country, of their frequent 
demolition, and their very speedy reedification, 
I have reason to suppose, that the buildings 
upon them were made of wood ; otherwise they 
never could have been so quickly destroyed and 
restored. There is a greater uniformity in the 
military earthen Works of Ireland, than in 
those of England and Wales ; neither are they 
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sa complicated in their form ; or so stupendous 
in their proportions *. 

Religious Buildings. By the minute de- 
tail I have ah'eady given of those abbies and 
religious houses, which occurred during the 
progress of my tour, it will be seen, that they 
cannot stand in competition with those either 
in England, Scotland, or Wales. Their ruins 
in general bespeak an sera when the Pointed 
Order had lost much of its elegant and capti- 
vating simplicity. The stone chapel of Cor- 
MAC, at Cashel, is no where to be surpassed, 
and is ^* itself an hasty' in point of remote and 
singular antiquity. And although monastick 
architecture may fall short, both in design and 
good execution, and be obliged to yield the 
palm of superiority to the Sister Kingdoms, 
yet, Ireland, in her stone roofed Chapels, 
Round Towers, and rich Crosses, may justly 
boast of singularities unknown, and unpossess^ 
cd by either of them \. 



• The earthen work near Dorchester (Dorsetshire) called 
Maiden Castle, is by far the most stupendous work I have ever 
seen : Old Sarum, perhaps, may be placed second in the list. 
Yambury Castle, between Deptford Inn and Amesbury^ and Bar^ 
bury Castle, near Marlharoughy in the County of Wilts, are also 
fine specimens of this ancient i^ode of castrametation. 

t On viewing the numerous monastick remains, with which al- 
most every part of Ireland abounds, the stranger will naturally be 
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But I should ill perform the duty I owe to 
my own feelings as a man of humanity, and as 
a citizen of that community which has so lately 
united each nation under the general appella* 
tion of Britotiy were I to quit this subject, 
without noticing more strongly than I have 
hitherto done during my Journal, the disgraceful 
state in which several of the cemeteries are 
suffered to remain *. 

From the earliest ages, and even by the most 
savage nations, the greatest respect has ever 
been paid to the bones and ashes of the deceased; 
but in Ireland, their sad relicks, after a short 
abode in the clay-cold mansion, are again re« 
stored to lights and the floors of the once hal- 
lowed abbey, become white with their thickly 
mouldering fragments f. 

led to reflect on the former ^pulence and state of prosperity, 
which this country must have enjoyed ; now alas! how follen in 
religious grandeur and establishments ! 

These ruins are more numerous in the Southern and Western 
Provinces ; and the scarcity of them in the north of Ireland^ 
may be accounted for by the superior degree of population, in- 
dustry, and commerce, which that district enjoys; and where 
the stately abbey has furnished materials for the manufactory. 

* The ruined Abbies of Lislaghimy Ardftrt^ MucrusSy and But" 
tccant^ have come immediately under my own observation : and 
Idoubtlets many others in Ireland present the same dbgusting ap- 
pearance. 

t In a note on Mucruss (Journal) I presented to my readers 
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I address myself to you ye, Reverend 
Guardians of the <;hurch, and of the vianes 
of your fellow citizens. To you it belongs to 
rescue them from their present exposed and dis- 
graceful situation. Examine either personally, 
or by your Rural Deans, (if such exist) the 
state of your churches and cemeteries. They 
are a disgrace to your country; a disgrace to 
humanity. A field of battle only can equal the 
disgusting and desolated appearance which this 
Irish Golgotha presents to the astonished 
stranger: *^ Your task is easy, and the burden 
will be light." A charnel house of simple ar- 
chitecture, corresponding with that of the ad- 
joining ruins, and placed under some aged yew 
tree, with the plain and impressive motto of 
FuiMus over its portal, would add both awe 
and interest to the hallowed scenery. Who has 
not beheld with such-like sentiments the ossu- 

Sir John Carr's tvaming to those strangers whose curiosity mighl 
lead them to examine the interior of this ruined abbey : and that I 
may endeavour to impress the Reverend Prelates to whom I here 
address myself, with an idea uf the disgraceful and revolting state 
in which its cemetery is suffered to remain, I will add an extract 
irom a still later publication. ^^ lUnstratums <f the Scenery cf 
Killarney, hy Isaac Weld^ Esq. SfC.*' In speaking of Mucruss ab- 
bey, this writer says, *' In a passage leading to the cloyster, I 
once found a head, with a considerable part of the flesh of the 
face, and nearly the entire hair upon it, literally rolling under my 
feet." 
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ary at Morat, in Switzerland, where the 
mouldering remains of the Burgundian Army 
record to future ages the triumph of the brave 
Helvetians? and who does not view even 
the representation of the Skull Chamber in Mr. 
Barrow's description of Cochin China^ with 
a certain degree of awe and reverence. 

So much for Antiquity. Let us now turn 
our eyes towards the modern prospect which 
the capital and its provinces present to the 
Stranger in Ireland. A native writer has observ- 
ed, that " from the first view of Dublin, we must 
not judge of its provincial cities and villages:'* 
yet in some degree the comparison will hold 
good between the town and country. In the 
former, and particularly in the capital, we be- 
hold a city abounding with the most splendid 
works, of architecture ; extensi ve in their plans, 
and imposing in their effect : yet at every step, 
our feelings and senses are assailed by misery, 
filth, and beggary *. In the latter , the same mag- 
nificence of idea is extended to the nobleman 

* So badly regulated is the police of Dublin, that (as I was 
credibly informed) dead bodies are frequently exposed in the 
streets, to procure, by charity, the means of burying them : and 
I was also told, that a mother had carried about the streets her 
infant who died of the Mnall pox, in ord^ to excite the compas- 
sion of those she met. 
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and gentleman^s demesne : we see splendid 
houses, with inadequate establishments ; exten- 
sive parks, and pleasure-grounds oftentimes 
neglected, and generally ill kept; in short the 
plans> both of the public and of the individual, 
seem in this country both to have been formed 
and executed on a scale beyond the powers of 
either, and the '' dmplex munditiis^'' the neat 
and clean simplicity, is seldom to be found in 
either situation. 

In travelling through Ireland, the attention 
is immediately and most forcibly arrested by the 
situation of the labouring poor ; and both the 
eye and mind are in a certain degree compelled 
to dwell upon this distressing object, by the 
general want of interest which the surface of 
the country affords. They are seldom relieved 
by picturesque scenery, or by improved agri- 
culture ; but the poor man's hovel, every where 
presents itself, and encourages a train of thought 
most galling to humanity. In describing the 
state of the poor throughout the different 
provinces, the authors of the Statistical Surveys^ 
have performed both their duty to, the public, 
and to themselves, as men of feeling, in painting 
the miseries of the poor in the strongest co*- 
iours. As their own words need no comment, 
and will speak more emphatically than any from 
tlie mouth of a stranger, I shall make use of 
them on this occasion. 
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Mr. TiGHEi in his ^^ Survey of the County of 
Kilkenny f"" says, ** The peasants are most mi* 
serably lodged ; there are numbers who have 
not a bedstead, nor even what is called a truc- 
kle bed frame ; a pallet to sleep on, is a comfort 
unknown to them ; a wad of straw, or perhaps 
heath laid on a damp clay floor, forms their 
resting place; but very few of them have any 
thing like sheets; their blankets are wretchedly 
bad; in short, their bed clothes are ragged and 
scanty ; they put their coats and petticoats over . 
them in aid of blankets in cold weather: too 
often these are still damp, having been but im- 
perfectly dried by a miserable fire, after they 
were worn at work in the rain. Even through 
the scanty thatch, the rain sometimes descends 
upon their beds, and bringing down the sooty 
substance lodged there by the smoke of the 
cabin, M'ets and stains the bed itself, and those 
who are stretched upon it." 

Neither are the habitations of the poor, ex- 
cept in the immediate neighbourhood of some 
man of feeling, who has looked upon them 
with an eye of pity, (and few indeed are 
^hese examples), at all more comfortable 
in other provinces : in short, the above may 
serve as ^general and ju.^t description of the 
poor man's hovel. I shall however subjoin a 
few more extracts from other County Surveys, 
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Cavan, " In civilization, they have made 
no proficiency, for the very wealthiest of these 
mountaineers have no better bed than straw, 
nor is a bedstead to be seen amongst them ; but 
they indiscriminately herd together with the 
hogs, and all the domestic animals of their 
hovel. In more minutely examining the con- 
dition of this abandoned peasantry, we have 
an opportunity of seeing far into human na- 
ture, and behold the natives happy, and abun- 
dantly possessed of those qualifications which 
endear mankind to each other. In acts of 
friendship to their neighbours, they are rarely 
deficient. Their generous hospitality to strangers 
is proverbial ; for educating their children they 
are particularly anxious, and a close attention 
to religion is universally prevalent ; and though 
their ideas may be strongly tinctured with su* 
perstition, it only argues that their minds have 
been totally neglected ; and they shew a great 
wish and anxiety for instruction even in reli- 
gious concerns/' 

Queen's County. '^ Truly it may be said, 
that the hogs in England have more comfort* 
able dwellings than the majority of the pea- 
santry in Ireland. How can we expect propriety 
of conduct from our peasants, when we take 
so little pains to improve them? In how many 
places do we find the whole stock of domestic 
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animals, and the peasant family, herd together 
under one miserable shed, with perhaps no bet* 
ter covering than sods or weeds ; and from their 
extreme filth alone, what ravages has sickness 
made through a whole district ! 

MoNAGHAN. "A bare recital of the state of 
this class of the community, has been consider- 
ed as an unmerited satire on the country, and 
those who have endeavoured to call the atten- 
tion of the public to the amelioration of their 
situation, have been stigmatized as incendiaries.'' 

But the time, I hope, is not far distant, when 
tlie "/poor man's friend''^ will no longer be 
disgraced by such an opprobrious and ill-merited 
title ; when greater confidence will be establish- 
ed between him and his landlord; and when 
greater comforts will be the happy result of 
that confidence. 

These extracts will sufficiently prove the ab- 
ject and distressed situation of the labouring 
poor throughout Ireland. Four mud walls, 
with one entrance, and frequently without 
either a window or a chimney, will in a few 

♦ At the late anniversary of Saint Patrick, (17 March, 1807) 
upon the health of Sir John Newport (the Chancellor of the 
Irish Exchequer) heing drank, the Right Hon. Baronet returned 
thanks, saying, " that he would be the poor man's Jriend, and 
the friend of his country ; and that whether in or out of office, 
his sentiments and principles would remain unaltered/' 
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words describe the Irish hoveL Such was G i l- 
Lo's habitation : 

** At one of th* ends he keeps his cows, 
At th' other end he kept his spouse : 
On bed of straw, without least grumble, 
Nay, with delight, did often tumble : 
Without partition, or a skreen. 
Or spreading curtain, drawn between, 
Without concern, exposed they lay, 
Because it was their country's way." 

The rent of these cabins is from one to two 
guineas a year : the expence of building a mud 
cottage complete, has been stated in the Survey 
of Derry^ to amount to £. 8. 4s. 4d. 

To each cabin is attached a plot of ground, 
of about an acre in quantity, which is cropped 
alternately with Oats and potatoes, and sometimes 
a small portion of flax is added. With these 
supplies, the cottier rests contented ; the pota- 
toes and oats afford him food for the year ; and 
the flax is spun into iinen by the female part of 
his family. The overplus of corn and potatoes 
serves to fatten a pig, which is generally sold 
to defray a part of his rent, the remainder of 
which is made up by manual labour; and thus 
all his real wants being supplied, the rest of his 
time is spent in total inactivity. I fear the cha- 
racter applied to the Irish by Giraldus de 
Barri, in the twelfth century, may in some 

X 
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degree be applied with equal propriety to them 
in the nineteenth. 

" Alone given up to ease : alone abandoned 
to sloth, they think it the greatest delight to be 
free from labour; they think it the greatest 
opulence to enjoy their liberty." 

'' Solum etiam otto deditiy solilm desidice datiy 
summas reputant delitias labore carere ; sum- 
mas reputant divitias liber tate gaudere,'' 

But in a country, where, owing to a want of 
capital and a contracted system of agriculture, 
employment cannot be found for the peasant, 
his idleness is in some degree palliated, and be- 
comes an act of necessity. , 

If we ascend one step higher, we shall find a 
peasant renting a small farm, from eight to ten 
guineas a year, which enables him to keep a 
small' dairy; but perhaps this class of men 
might be employed with more advantage to 
themselves and the public, if they worked for a 
more extensive farmer. 

Of these, the stranger would suppose there^ 
were none, if he judged only from the general 
appearance of the farms and their offices ; for 
we see no conveniences of sheds, stalling, 
fenced rick yardsj &c. &c. as in England ; nor 
is the house of a farmer, renting three or four 
hundred pounds a year, at all better than many 
of the cottages of our labouring poor : and until 
a new and more advantageous system of letting 
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estates is adopted ; until the class of Middle 
Men^ is annihilated ; and until the land holder 

* T^he Middle Man has been described as the cause of the 
misery and poverty in the lower classes, and in England is con- 
sidered as a sort oi non-descript monster; in fact he is the natural 
result of a competition for land, and of the long leasts generally 
granted in this country : and this mischief results from the ab' 
solute want of a proper form of lease to guard against it. In a 
competition for lands, men capable of paying great rents, and 
good security, for the rents of large tracts of land, necessarily 
were preferred, and the long terms univerally given in former 
times, and stUl very frequently, render it almost impossible to pre- 
vent the grounds being relet ; no man can be compelled to occupy 
ground during the whole continuance of a lease, which may 
and often does last 60 or 70 years ; a lease of three lives, or 31 
years, which is not an uncommon lease even now, ofte» extend- 
ing to that term. This length of lease, and the power of relets 
ting, encouraged^o^ier^of land, who took large tracts to relet, 
and of course they necessarily enhanced the rent of ground ; but. 
it is desirable that there should be a competition for every thing, 
and no article can be for a long time above its value. In fact it 
appears to me, that the whole mischief of the Middle Man 
might be prevented by a non-alienation clause, under certain 
modifications, the object of which should be, not to oppress a 
tenant under a long lease, by forcing him or her to occupy 
ground when in a state of infancy, or inability ; and on the other 
hand, to take care that when relet, it should be done on terms 
to guard the proprietor from injury, and the under tenant from 
oppression. It fs the practice of all Middle Men to relet for a 
term shorter by one, two, or three years than that for which they 
hold the ground ; and their object in so doing, is, to reenter 
j into possession, in order <;o appear before the Head Landlord as 

' the tenant in occupation, and to treat for a new lease ; and the 

X 2 
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condescends to look with his own^ and not his 
agtnfs ej^es, over the plans of his estate ; the 
agriculture of the country can never he im- 
proved to that degree which the great fertility 
of its soil demands; nor can the wretched situa- 
tion of the labouring poor be materially 
amended. 

Of the strong necessity of this measure, the 
Irish land holders seem to be fully sensible* 
Farming societies have been established in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and the most im- 
proved breeds of cattle, as well as the best 

consequence of this practice is as fatal to the prosperity and in- 
dustry of the under tenant, as it is to the general improvement 
of the country ; for the under tenant, who occupies and tills the 
ground, knows, that at the expiration of his term, the Middle 
Man will turn him out, in order to treat himself with the land- 
lord for a new lease ; and in fact all connexion between the 
proprietor of the soil, and the man who tills it, is cut off: the 
latter can rarely look up to the former for encouragement, with- 
out creating the jealousy of the Middle Man^ and instigating him 
still more to remove the under tenant, as soon as his lease is at 
an end; and of course the under tenant has no motive to im- 
prove the ground he occupies, or to look to any thing but the 
immediate return. Proprietors of land have oflaie preferred let- 
ting it to the occupiersy and leases of 21 t^ears are now becoming 
very common, whilst the increased price of land, and increas- 
ing means of paying for it among the middle classes,* are rapidly 
doing away the land-jobber^ or Middle Man, by profession. One 
of the greatest of these from relet ground, has profit rents of 
£.4000 per annum. 
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agricultural instruments have been imported 
from the Sister kingdom *. 



* From the patriotic zeal of the noble Duke [Bedford] who at 
this time presides over the kingdom, much encouragement and 
improvement may be expected in this department. His serious 
attention has been also given to matters of still greater import- 
ance ; to the establishment of schools, by which the benefits of 
£^ better education may be extended to the lower classes of his 
Majesty's subjects. 

From another distinguished subject, (Sir John Newport) 
the country may expect to derive very important advantages. 
Many useful acts have been brought forward by hiln during 
the present session of Paliament, amongst which none will prove 
more gratifying to the Stranger than the abolition of the un- 
necessary offices at the customs, and the removal of their vexa- 
tious appendages. 

•* To relieve the poor from every burden, of which possibility 
admitted the exemption ; to restrain the oppressive exactions 
of petty authorities ; to economize the public expenditure; to 
suppress places which had emolument and a name, but no uti* 
lity ; to regulate the revenue laws in such a manner, as at once 
to secure the independence of the fair trader, and the interest 
of the crown ; to punish the secret, but successful eluder of na- 
tional imports ; to devise the means of diffusive improvement, 
and to give force and efficacy to such institutions as favoured 
this valuable purpose; to allay the irritations which are the 
offspring of religious bigotry, or of party zeal ; to establish an 
harmonious unanimity, where discord had so long and so fatally 
prevailed : these, and such as these, were the worthy and mag- 
nificent designs which occupied all his meditations and all his 
toils." Extract from the Waterford Chronicle, 

Such were^he happy rays that began to illumine the uncivilized 
regions of Hibemia : and such was the pleasing prospect which 
the well-wishers for its prosperity had in view before them. The 
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But till we see farmers with capital engaged 
in agriculture, we cannot expect any very rapid 
improvement or alteration in the appearance of 
the. country. " From a deficiency of capital,&3,ys 
a late writer, arises almost every other defici- 
^ ency : deficiency in ditching, in draining, in 
manuring, in cropping, in exertion, and even 
in industry ; for every faculty is dulled in every 
pursuit by diflSculties arising from that essential 
want, the want of capital*.'' 

Another author (Arthur Young) says, *' A 
man may have all the abilities in the world; 
write like a genius, talk like an angel, and 
really understand the business of farming in all 
its depths ; but unless he has a proper capital, 
his farm will never be fit for exhibition, and 
then to condemn him, for not being a good 
farmer, in practice as well as theory, is just like 
abusing the inhabitants of the Irish cabins for 
not becoming excellent managers." 

I could wish that more attention were paid 
to one important class of rural improvement, 
namely, Planting -}[; the more important, as the 

cloud of party has on a sudden overshadowed them, and whether 
they n ill emerge with lustre, and present the same flattering 
prospect, time only can ascertain. 

* Survey of Berry ^ p. 246. 

t For the encouragement of planting, the Legislature passed 
an act, by which the propriety of all trees planted by tenants 
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whole island is so peculiarly destitute of wood. 
I am surprised that it has not been more gene- 
rally attended to, as there is a most excellent 
regulation established by parliament, both to 
encourage and benefit the planter. 

I never saw a country better adapted to the 
growth of trees, both in climate and soil. 
Whilst the richer ground is calculated for the 
oak, ash, and elm ; and the poorer and more 
mountainous, for the larch and birch tree ; the 



(under leases for lives, or for any terra exceeding 12 years,) be- 
comes vested in the tenant, provided he registers at the Quarter 
Sessions the trees so planted ; for which pf^rposc he must first 
give notice, either in the Gazette, or by a notice served upon his 
landlord, or his agent, of his intention to register. He must 
then make oath of the number of trees planted by him within 
the last 12 months, stating the denomination of land, the name 
of his landlord, and the term of his lease ; this is registered by 
the Clerk of the Peace, and a copy given to the planter. At 
the expiration of the lease, all trees standing on the farm, are 
to be offered to the landlord at a valuation, and if not purchased 
by him, the person who registers, or his representative, may cut 
down and carry off the timber. Hitherto no inconvenience to 
the landlord has been felt, but- one appears evident, and not un- 
likely to occur ; namely, by felling the trees upon an acre of 
ground, and leaving the roots in the ground, the land may be left 
useless, or the landlord obliged to incur a heavy expence by 
clearing it. I think the act ought to be amended, by obliging 
the tenant to ckar the ground, which might be done at no great 
expence, if instead of cutting down, he stubbed up the trees. 
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wet and marshy soil would repay a very high 
rent, by the cultivation of willow. 

The utility of the three former species of 
timber trees, for every purpose of building and 
agriculture, is too well known to need any com- 
ment The thinnings of the larch, [which in 
the first instance, should be planted thick, in 
order to shelter each other] would in a very few 
years repay the planter for his Jirst expences. 
This tree, at the growth when first thinned, 
appears to me admirably calculated for the 
rafters of Irish cotts, for which there is so 
great a demand throughout the whole country*. 



* In plantations oflarch and other fir trees, I would strongly 
recommend a systcmwhich in my own woods I have followed for 
several years with great success, and which accident led me to 
adopt. I had often observed the smooth and taper form of a. 
Scotch fir that stood in a cottage garden, and on enquiry, found 
that its lateral branches had constantly been trimmed up, from 
which arose the smooth surface of its stem. I adopted this 
system from that time, even in my old plantations, but with less 
advant^e, than with those of a younger growth. I this year be- 
gan to operate in the same manner on a plantation of larch firs 
made in the year 179^9 about which age I found them suffici- 
ently large to answer the purpose of rafters. But as the rapid or 
slow growth of trees depends entirely upon thesoil in which they 
are planted, no general rules can be given about the time of thin- 
ning. When that time is come, I would recommend the trim- 
ming of those that remain to take place, taking care not to cut 
the branch off close to the stem, but leaving about an inch of it 
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The consumption also of willow in making 
baskets, and carts eiiiployed iq the carriage of 

remaining ; this will yot off, and the bark, from which the tree 
derives its sustenance, will not be injured. The growth of this 
plant is so rapid, that a second, and a more profitable thinning, 
will be required in a very few years ; and at the same time, 
a second trimming should be performed : thus will the growth 
of the timber not only be materially increased, but the value 
of it be enhanced by rendering it free from knots. I this year 
cut down the Scotch fir that had been planted by a cottager in 
his garden, which, owing to lis repeated trimmings, presented the 
clearest stem I ever saw, being for thirty feet entirely free from 
knots. 

To those who study the beauty of their trees, and not the /?ro- 
JUy I do not mean to recommend this tnmmng system ; but to 
them I will recommend a mode which I. have often adopted^ 
and which will add a great degree of beauty and consequence 
to some of the fir tribe. I particularly allude to the spruce fir ; 
whose growth is spiral and uniform ; in short, when you see one 
of the sort, you see the whole tribe. The nature of this tree is, as 
it grows upwards, to die downxvards ; but if before ihelower branches 
begin to decay, you cut off the leading shoot at top, the formal 
and spiral outline will be destroyed ; the tree will become more 
bushy, retain its lower branches, and assume a much more con- 
Wquential appearance; and whenever anyone leader gets the start 
of his neighbour, his progress should be again checked ; and thus 
by continuing a similar operation from time to time, the luxuri*- 
ant beauty of the tree will be preserved, as long as it survives.. 
I have a curious instance in my gardens of a spruce fir, thus 
treated, trailing its lateral branches, first on the ground, and then 
shooting up again (like another tree) in a spiral form. To those 
who plant this tree as a bHnd to any disgusting objects, this 
mode is particularly eligible ; otherwise after a few years, all 
the lateral branches (constituting the bUndJ will die away, and 
nothing will remain but a taper stem, and a pointed apev. 
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turf is so great, that marshy, and otherwise 
useless ground, could not be more profitably 
employed than in the cultivation of that 
plant. 

Until a hew and more enlarged system of 
agriculture prevails throughout the kingdom, 
it would be in vain to attempt the plantation 
of quick hedges, and hedge-row timber; 
though nothing would contribute so materially 
both to the beauty and advantage of the coun- 
try, as the adoption of such a measure, and 
the consequent destruction of those small plots 
of ground, and high earthen fences, which so 
disfigure the general surface of the country. 

After so short a residence in Ireland, it would 
be deemed presumptuous in me, to enter deeply 
into the actual state of agriculture: I may be 
allowed, however, to skim lightly over the sur- 
face, and to notice the most prominent features 
of a country little visited by strangers, and too 
little noticed by the natives. If we take a view, 
either of the country, climate, or inhabitants, 
Ireland can undoubtedly recommend itself to 
the notice of the stranger by its novelty : and 
what is the object of the stranger's tour but no- 
velty ? which carries along with it both amuse- 
ment and instruction. 

Without consulting the arcana oi physio- 
gnomy, the most inattentive observer of human 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GENERAL REMARKS. 315 

nature, will soon remark, that the Irishman is a 
very different being from either the English- 
man^ or his neighbour the TVelshman : he will 
see a hardy and active race of people, civil, and 
willing to serve and oblige the stranger: he 
will see, that nature has not been sparing in 
the endowment of his abilities, though poverty 
has denied him the power of improving them 
by education. A stranger will be struck with 
the naiveth, propriety and singularity of many 
of the expressions made use of even by the 
mendicants * : in short, the stuff is good, and 
requires only the skill and management of an 
able hand to form and fashion it. How different 
is the character of the TVelshman, who, still 
bearing in his breast a deep-rooted jealousy 
and antipathy towards the English nation, 
(whom he distinguishes by the title of Saxons) 

* The mendicant greets you with a variety of blessings and good 
wishes : " God hkssyour honour; God speed your honour : Good luck 
to your honour this morning" &c. &c. Their curses are equally 
strong and pointed ; what can be more so than " May the grass 
grow be/ore your door,** 

Amongst the many odd expressions I heard during my tour, 
the following may be classed amongst the most singular. One 
of my postilions, when stopping to refresh his horses with some 
hay and water, at a small public house, desired the maid ser- 
vant, who acted as hostler, to make haste, and received for an- 
swer, " Hate patience, Pat! had not your mot ha- to wait for 
you before you were bom!* To embroider a quilt, or to engrave 
a tombstone, is another singular expression. 
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gives the stranger a reluctant answer, even on 
the most trivial occasions*; whilst the more 
ingenuous Irishman^ with a blessing in his 
mouth, will run from one part of the kingdom 
to the other ** to serve his honour.'' 

I found during the whole progress of my 
tour, the Irish peasant, though talkative and 
curious, yet always civil. 

Amongst the peculiarities of dress, is the lon^ 
coat J worn by the Irish : it is made of wool, and 
generally is of a grey colour ; it resembles in 
make so much the great coats worn by the 
chairmen' in London, that it is most probable 
this fashion was transported from Ireland to 
London. It is said to be derived from the 
mantle worn by the Gauls and northern na- 
tions, and to have answered the triple purposes 
of housing, bedding, and cloathing : for ac- 
cording to the account given of it by our Eng- 
lish poet Spenser, '^ it was a fit house for an 
out-law, a meet bed for a rebel, and an apt cloak 
for a thief. 



* In drawing the parallel between the Iiiskman and the Wekh-^ 
-man^ I allude only to the lower class of people, whose ancient 
prejudices have not been removed by the enlightening aid of 
education. 1 could give liumberless instances which have oc« 
curred to me during my repeated tours through Wales, of the 
jealousy and antipathy which the Welsh still bear to the Eng- 
lish, and of the extraordinary civility, and even obsequiousness, 
they shew to the superior class of their own countrymen. 
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" First, the Out-law yhemg for his many crimes 
and villanies banished from the towns and houses 
of honest men, and wandering in waste places, 
far from danger of law, maketh his mantle his 
house, and under it covereth himself from the 
wrath of heaven, from the offence of the earth, 
and from the sight of men. When it raineth, it 
is his pent-house; when it bloweth, it is his 
tent ; when it free^eth, it is his tabernacle. In 
summer, he can wear it loose; in winter, he 
can wrap it close ; at all times, he can use it ; 
never heavy, never cumbersome. 

"^' Likewise for a Rebel it is as serviceable ; for 
in the war that he maketh, when he flieth from 
his foe, and lurketh in the thick woods, and 
strait passages, waiting for advantages ; it is his 
bed, yea, and almost his household stuff. For 
the wood is his house against all weathers, and 
his mantle is his couch to sleep in ; therein he 
wrappeth himself round, and coucheth himself 
strongly against the gnats, which in that coun- 
try, do more annoy the naked rebels, whilst 
they keep the woods, and do more sharply 
wound them, than all their enemies' swords or 
spears, which can seldom come nigh them. Yea, 
and oftentimes their niantle serveth them, when 
they are near driven, being wrapt about their 
left arm, instead of a target, for it is hard to 
cut through with a sword ; besides, it is light 
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to bear, light to throw away, and being (as 
they commonly are) naked, it is to them all 
and all. 

** Lastly, for a Thief ^ it is so handsome, as it 
may seem it was first invented for him ; for 
under it he may cleanly convey any fit pillage 
that Cometh handsomely in his way; and when 
hegoeth abroad in the night in free-booting, it 
is his best and surest friend : for lying, as they 
often do, two or three nights together abroad, 
to watch for their booty, with that they can 
prettily shroud themselves under a bush, or a 
bank-side, till they can conveniently do their 
errand ; and when all is over, he can, in his 
mantle, pass through any town or company, 
being close hooded over his head, as he useth, 
from knowledge of any to whom he is endan- 
gered. Besides this, he, or any man else, that is 
disposed to mischief or villany, may, under his 
mantle, go privately armed, and without suspi- 
cion of any, carry his head-piece, his skean, or 
pistol, if he please, to be. always in readiness. 
Thus necessary and fitting is a mantle for a bad 
man." But thow^ fitted ior all such nefarious 
purposes, I should hope that the modem mantle^ 
or Irish long coaty were made use of only for the 
innocent and cheering purposes of warmth and 
comfort. 
To the female peasant, I would recommend 
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the adoption of the black beaver hat, which is 
universally worn in Wales, and gives a look of 
comfort and neatness ; whereas the want of 
covering to the head, and the cap flying loosely 
in the wind, with the long flowing hair, give 
the sex the appearance of maniacs. 

Another branch of the peasant's family de- 
serves notice, namely, his sons. By accustom- 
ing them from their infancy to run on errands^ 
their limbs require a wonderful degree of 
strength and activity. I have heard these boys 
called Spalpeens, a word derived from spal^ a 
scythe, or sickle, and een^ small ; and which 
in a literal sense implies a working husband- 
man, or harvest cutter. The quickness with 
which they will perform a journey of many 
miles, and the fidelity with which they exe- 
cute theh^ commission, is really wonderful. 

Let us now take a short view of the general 
appearance which the surface of the country 
presents to the tourist. In traversing the dreary 
tract of twenty-five miles, between Bangor 
Ferry and Holyhead, I complained most 
bitterly of its unvaried monotony^ and thought 
it could scarcely be equalled in any other coun- 
try; but on journeying from my friend's house 
at MiTCHELSTowN, to the Lake of Killar- 
NEY, (a distance of 165 Irish miles) I found this 
monotony far surpassed. I complain not of the 
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bad or uncouth features that form the outline of 
the country,but I complain of the general want 
of hedge rows, woods, and timber trees. These 
are at present confined to the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of gentlemen's seats, ind the banks 
of rivers; on which subject, Mr. Tighe, in 
his Suroejf of Kilkenny, says, " Though the 
banks of our rivers may often be beautiful, yet 
the face of the country, at a distance from them, 
possessing from nature every capability that 
variety of surface can give, too often presents, 
from a mere defect of trees, only a cold out- 
line, or forms ragged and uninteresting.'' 

The subterraneous forests (if I may be allow- 
ed to use the expression) that are found at a 
very considerable depth under the surface, evi- 
dently prove, that this defect could not in for- 
mer ages be imputed to this country *. These 
are generally discovered in digging turf from 

* Mr. Tighe, in his Survey of Kilkenny, states the following 
curious circumstance respecting some timber found in a bog. 
'' Mr. John Prim, in sinking a pump near his house at KillreCy 
8 miles from Kilkenny/, discovered a bog having timber under 
it. At the depth of '33 feet from the surface, he found the fol- 
following strata: 1. Vegetable earth 3 feet; 2. Marie with 
black stones 15 feet ; 3, Yellow clay and hard gravel 15 feet; 4* 
Bog 10 feet. Total depth 43 feet. Immediately under ^e bog lay 
a large block of wood^ which appeared to be oak ; it was in 
contact with the bog-earth, or bed of black moory mould, evi- 
dently composed of rotten vegetable matters, and was well pre- 
served." 

2 
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the bogs. The fir timber found therein, bears 
the highest price, being sold for two guineas 
the ton, and the oak timber only for one 
guinea. 

We must not form our ideas of the Irish Bog 
from those we meet with in England*, for they 
differ totally in their nature, and in the present 
neglected state of Ireland, where neither trees 
are planted, nor coals sought for with a proper 
spirit of investigation, form the greatest com- 
fort of every class of people. Neither is the 
Bog reduced to a caput mortuttm^ after having 
been excavated for many feet ; for it is after- 
wards reclaimed and made abundantly produc- 
tive both .of corn and grasses. 



* The bogs in Ireland, present in general an extended sur- 
face of dry heath, nor after that the turf has been cut to 
a considerable depth for fuel, are they to be considered as 
useless; for nature has been so lavish in her fertilizing 
gifts to this country, that even the bog can be made doubly pro- 
flactive, first in fuel, and afterwards in corn. Two modes of 
procedure are adopted, either by planting potatoes, gr&vellmg 
and sowing oats with grass seeds, or by burning the rough sods, 
spreading the ashes, gravelling and sowing grass seeds. The 
operation of gravelling^ is generally beyond the reach of the 
peasantry; but its effect in producing the white clover, and the 
sweetest sort of grass seeds, is astonishing. Landlords generally 
reserve the right of bog in their own hands, but the tenants an<) 
peasantry obtain leave to cut the necessary quantity for their 
own consumption. 
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In surveying the state of agriculture, and 
the different crops with which the soil is tilled, 
we shall find that the oat and the potatpe prevail 
over every other kind of grain : here also, a 
large species of barley, that ripens the first of 
all grain, is much cultivated. The act for al- 
lowing the exportation of corn, will probably 
be the means of bringing more land into tillage, 
and encrease the culture of wheat. It is impos- 
sible not to remark the slovenly state in which 
the pastures are left. On this subject, an Irish 
agriculturist says, *' Less attention is paid to 
this object than any other; the pastures in the 
tillage district, are in general such fields as will 
no longer bear corn, let out without any seeds, 
and covered with a few starved and useless 
plants," 

\The Irish method of making hay, though 
mbst obstinately defended and approved by the 
generality of the natives, appears to the Eng* 
lish farmer both singular and contrary to rea- 
. son. Its progress is thus described in the Sta^ 
tistical Survey of the County of Down^ page 
125: "Hay-harvest extends from the begin- 
ning of July, to the beginning of October, in- 
cluding the early crops near towns, and the 
more backward in the mountainous regions. 
Saving hay is thus performed : after the mowers, 
the grass is shaken out, and the day following, 
if weather permits, it is turned in rows with 
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rakes^ Sind forks ; after which it is made into 
small cocks, called lap-cocks. This operation 
is thus conducted: One person goes before, 
tvUha.raice, and takes in as much ground as 
can* be reached ; a small ar4ji-fuU. of the grass, 
gathered from this space into a ridge, is taken 
hy another person, who closely follows, shakes 
it, and with the hands and knees, neatly fold« 
it into a smajl r()i|nd he^p, with a hole passing 
through it like a muff, and lightly lays it on 
the ground. In this situation the grass is suf* 
fered to, remain until sufficiently withered ; in 
tb^ course of one day, by shaking and turning, 
it is in a ,proper state to be put into tramp-cocks^ 
which are ma4e of difi^reut siz^, and so it is 
suffei'ed to remain until it is taken in." 

Such is the mode almost universally adopted 
by the Irish in making their hay ; and as ati 
objection to their adopting the English method, 
they state the extraordinary succuleqce of thqir 
grass, and humidity of their climate, which 
renders it necessary toexpose the hay in cocks for 
a considerable time to the sun and wind ; and 
this I have seen carried to a great excess in 
many places, where the tramp<ocks have re- 
mained for several weeks exposed to all kinds 
qf weather: and as the corn follows the hay 
harvest at a very short interval, the latter is 
frequently not put into a rick, before the other 
is safely housed. The loss of good hay, by the 

y 2 
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gie^t surface of outside m the trdmp-iatksy ^nd 
which are often sosiked i^ith rain froAi top td 
bottoin, must h6 evident to every one ; and I 
«tn cleat^ that if the gfas^^wheii cllt^Was tutnfed 
as bften ds it is in Eiigland, during th6 b^at of 
the day,there Would be no danger iti ricking it} 
but the operation of turning is slightly attended- 
to; and that process oiily constitutes thd dif* 
ference betv^reen good and bid hayl 

Some account also df thettiana^enieiMdffliJc 
may be interesting to the tfavelier : as fr<>fii 
the cultivation of this plants the norther^ pro^ 
vihces of Ireland deriviJ their greatest affluence 
and population, '*This platit ripiSfas frolfr the 
middle of Jul}', to the middle of August, When it 
is pulled and bound into sheaves of about siit or 
eight inches diametei*: if the Seed is to ht 
saved, it is drawn through an iron comb, f^i- 
tened ih wood, called a ripple^ by which ilieans 
the heads, in which the seed is contained, are 
taken off: these are dried on a wifittow feloth, 
and the iflax tied up iti bundles, and stfeeped 
from four to twielve days, according to thfe 
strength of the flax, or softtiess of the water, 
in order to rol the pith and othel: useless 
parts. When it h^s lain a proper time iti 
water, it is taken out, and spread thinly in i 
new mown meadoW, or if steeped in a bog, it is 
spread on ah adjoining heath for ten days of % 
4 
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Iprtaight to bleajch ; after which it is gathered, 
tied up in bundleis, and brought home, dried 
i|i It Iciln made fort^e purpose, and h^eken with 
wooden mailed ; it is th^n tied up in bundles of 
tweatyrone sheaves^about six inches ip diameter, 
sisA delivered over to the women for its further 
process^ to be scutched, hackled, and afterwards 
spm." Those who wbh for fuller information 
respecting the flatK, &c. wiil find a sketch of the 
Linen Manufactory froipi the importation of 
^ B9LX ftced, until the sale of the linen in a 
honuB or foreign market, detailed by Sir 
Charles Coote in his Statistical Survey of 
^he C^mty ^f Monaghan. 

Stock. Of the larger species of cattle, tdie 
lo}ig--hon)ed breed of oxen and qows is the most 
general, thoy^ the Her£fer4 ami Devon breeds 
hav(s been successfully introduced. The breed 
%l$o of pigs, which in some districts is still 
ViCry bad, has been materially improved by the 
introduction of the best sorts from Eng- 
ird. Th§ Kerry cows are esteemed in dai- 
ries, for the quwtity of milk they yield. In 
speajdng of them, Mr. Tighe, in his Survey of 
JCilkenMy, says, ^^ I have seen a bull and three 
dry cows sold for six guineas ; and a bullock 
^nd sijs: dry cows, foar nine gp^ineas ; and a SiCere 
h9$ b«en sold for thirty pounds : lately tfaf^ir 
pri^f a h^e risen* Tlaeir aisse ib#s twi exceed 
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that of a moiderate suckiog calf.'* The sheep 
also of the same country are much esteemed 
for their. superior flavour. The common slieep 
of the country are of a good size and knot The 
breed of goats is very numerous, and are kept 
by the labourers and small farmers, for the 
use of their milk. They are chiefly white, a^nd 
resemble the breed of those in North Wales. 
The horses arc very hardy, and patient of fa- 
tigue ; and I was surprised to see with what 
apparent ease such half-starved atiimals could 
dra\v my chaise for so many successive miles. 

Climate. The climate of Ireland does not* 
seem to have altered much since the days of 
GiUALDUs, who in the twelfth century de- 
scribeslt as subject to continual rain and clouds. 
^^Tanta siquidem pluviarum hie Jam inundat 
ubertaSf tanta nebularum et nubium incumbit 
impuritaSy ut via? tres die^ vel astivos continuA 
serenitate clarescere wdeas.'' Such I found it 
in the summer 1806, though in England a finer 
and drier season was never known. Yet thpugh 
certainly the Irish climate is much more humid 
than that of England, and of course rather ad- 
verse to scorbutic and rheumatic complaints, yet 
upon the wbole I do not learn that it is generally 
unwholesome: indeed the healthy and populous 
appearance of the peasant's hovel, with every dis- 
advantage of closeness and filth on its side^ seems. 
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to Speak strongly in favour of the climate. 
Dr. Beaufort observes, ** that it is rather 
more variable, and perhaps milder than that of 
England ; the summer less hot, the winter less 
severe. The air is certainly damper, but this 
quality is not to be attributed entirely to the 
bogs which are scattered all over the kingdom, 
but chieflv to its insular situation, and to the 
great quantity of moist particles that are wafted 
from the ocean by the westerly winds, which 
most frequently prevail This moisture, how- 
ever, is tiot prejudicial to health, neither is the 
ndghbourhood of bogs unwholesome. The bog 
waters, far from emitting putrid exhalations, like 
stagnant pools and marshes, are of an antiseptic 
quality, as appears from their preserving for 
ages, and even adding to the durability of 
timber, which we find universally buried be- 
neath their surfaces, and froni their converting 
to a sort of leather, tlie skins of men and ani- 
mals, who have had the misfortune of being 
lost, or remaining in them for any length of 
time." 

The winter season is in general so mild, that 
stalls for the shelter of cattle are thought useless, 
and little hay is consumed ; which, may account 
in some degree for the want of attention paid to 
the pastures. Bede, a writer of the seventh cen- 
tury, speaking of Ireland, says, to the same 
purport: *^ Nmo propter hicmem aut fana 
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secetf aut stabulafabric€t jumentisJ' *^ Let no 
ouc cut bay for the winter, nor buUd stabliiig 
forhift cattle." 

Roads and Turnpikes. It issomevhat sin- 
gular, that a turnpike should be a synouimoufr 
term for a bad road, add that the crass roads 
should be so remarkably good. These are made 
by presentment before the Grand Jury at the 
qounty assizes in the following manner : '^ Be- 
fore a presentment to mend a road is granted 
by the Gmnd Jury, an affidavit must be made 
by two persons, to say, that they have measured 
it, and that it is. oui; of repair, and that it will 
require acertain sum per perch to repair the same 
effectually. This application must be lodged wiUi 
the clerk of the Grand Jiury six days previous 
to the assiaes, to be by him registered, to whi<^ 
registry all persons have access, and where they 
find a road applied for that does not want 
repair, thty have a power of traversing, the 
presentment. If no such traverse is entered, 
the parties applying generally get permission to 
mend it ; between which tiine,a«d the ensuing 
assizes, they reipair the road, and when ac^^ 
counted for,, and audited by the. Judge and 
Grand Jury, tliey receive the amount. The 
overseer has five per cent upon the money e»:» 
p!»ded*., 

* Suro(^\^thc Comity cfMcatkyf^ge $59.^ 
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la my Preface, I had occasion to remark, 
that to travel with comfort through Irelaod, a 
man must be independent, as to carriage and 
horses; all inconveniences will then cease; for 
he will find excellent roads [except in ^mt 
few insftances] tolet able inns, and better wine 
and poultry than be will generally mmt with on 
• f roviRoial tour, eitter in England or Wales, 

It has been jvstly i^etnarked, and with credit 
to the higher class of sodety in Ireland, that 
'^ it is easier for a stxanger to find his w^y into 
their houses than out of them. Abolish the 
M^, or pairting token, which the menial ser- 
vants atiU in many bosses expect, and Irish 
hospitality will be complete. Neither is the 
heart of the poorest cottier a stranger to these 
generous fbeliags : his jug of milk, and plate 
of potatocfi, are charitably offered, alike to the 
erra^ boy, and to the mendicant who appears 
before his door : in short, charity throughout 
tbe wbole island supplies the want of poor laws. 
In gratitude to two unknown Irish gentlemen^ 
it behoveime t«o record the instances of civility 
which I,' as a stranger ^ received from them. 
During my SoutJiera Tour, whil^ employed in 
drawing M'Cojutf^c'$ Chapel at Cassej^ a 
gentleman ^Qtef^ uitib conver»atioti widliijBej 
and we irturned toother to tiie iuA. Sooa 
tA^rwamis h^ b^ged to introduce his fiiend to 
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me, who in the most pressing manner invited 
me to his seat in the neighbourhood, and on 
the truly urged plea of ill health only, could I 
decline this friendly and unexpected invita- 
tion. 

During our Northern Tour, another instance 
of marked attention occurred. Whilst chang- 
ing horses at an inn on the road to Cavan, we 
entered into conversation with a gentleman 
who was travelling the same way ; and on our 
arrival at Cavan, we received from him several 
letters to his friends on the line of our road, 
desiring them to point out to us the different 
beauties, and objects worthy of our notice. 

Englishman ! do thou likewise ! 

Conclusion. If we look to the temperature 
of the Irish climate, the fertility of its soil, the 
bays, aestuariesj and rivers, with which its pro- 
vinces are intersected ; in short, if we consider 
the numerous and great advantages which na- 
ture has profusely lavished upon this island ; al- 
though we must at present lament the want Of 
industry and activity in improving 'them, yet 
every one must view with secret sasisfaction, 
the latent riches and succour which the Mother 
Country may in future times derive from the 
Daughter ; and as from their extraordinary fer- 
tily, the island of Sicily, was esteemed the 
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ie^/fery of the Roman Republic, and the nurse 
of the Roman people * ; and that of Anglesey 
was called the Mother of Wales; *^ Man mam 
Cymbrj/'f;'' so may Hibernia in succeeding 
ages be dignified with titles equally endearing, 
and equally beneficial both to herself, and to 
that kingdom with which shehas of late been so 
happily united. 

* " Itaque ilk M. Cato cellam penariam reipubUcce nostra^ ei 
nutricem plebis Romance Siciliam naminavit." 

Cicero Actio in Verrem^ 

t " Esi enim kctc insula (Mona) prct cunctis Cambria ^nibus 
triticeo germine incomparabUHer faxunda, adeo ut provfrbialiter ^ 
did soleat lingud Britannicdy " Mon mam Cymbryl* quod LaHni 
sonat " Mona Mater Cambritt." Giraldvs Itin. Cambrix. 
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MuciRuss ABBEt. Journ&l, p^ge 71* In my 
note on the Abbey, now geaerally known by 
this t>ame, and whose tuins form a beautiful ap- 
pendage to the gtounds of Mr* Hikhbi^rt, I in-* 
adi^ttebtly committed att error in stating^ 
*^ that it wa^ not mentioned, either in the large 
oi* small Menasticon.'' I hate since discovered, 
that it had been described in each of theM 
Works, under the title of IftttlLAOH, or Iakia'^ 
L0U6H. The respective authors however dilFcr 
as to the period of its foundation, and as to the 
name of its founder; but Sir Jame^ War]^ 
agriies with Mr. AttcnbALE as to the founder, 
(Donald, s6n of ThadV McCarthy,) the 
d&te of the building in 1440, &nd it^ subsequent 
reparatiotis in I468. Mr* A^chdale aboaddi, 
" that it was reedified by the Roman Catholics 
in the year 1602 ;** and Mr. WELt>, in his late 
Description of Killarney, mentions an in- 
scription on the north wall of the chancel of 
the church, stating it either to have been com- 
pletely repaired, or rebuilt, in the year I626. 
" Orate pro felici statu fr at risTnABi Holeni 
qui hunc sacrum conventum de novo repararc 
curavit Anno Domini milksimo sexcentesimo 
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vigesimo sexto.^ See a fac simile of this inscrip- 
tion in Mr. Weld's Illustrations of the Scenery 
of Killarney^ page 31. 

Holy Cross. In my account of this Abbey, 
[Journal^ page 146j extracted fit)m the Mo- 
nasticon of Mr. Arc a dale, I have attributed 
its foundation to Donqgh Carbrcfgh 0'Bb.ien, 
King of LiMBEiCK. The surname of Carbragh^ 
or Caerbredch^ was (according to Mr. Lodge) 
given to the thirdson of Donogh, or Donald 
O'Brien, and appear to have been Aere im- 
properly inserted ; for the foundation of the 
monastery took place (according to Ware). 
about the year 1169; and according to other 
writers, in 1181, during the lifetime of the fa- 
ther Donogh O'Brien. Mr ARCHDAi^EmeU' 
tions the i)rst abbot in the year 1182; and 
DuGDALE recites a grant of land made to this 
abbey by Donald, King of Limerick, in the 
presence of the said Abbot Gregory. My 
readers are therefore desired to erase the word 
Garbragh at page 146, line 1. 
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Names of Places. 


Names of Inns. 


Posthoxses 


Roads. 


Miles. 


Dublin 










Black Bull Inn 


Black Bull 


P. horses 


Good 


10 


Trira 


Reilly Arms 


Do. 


Do. 


12 


iVf if/*)iAlefmvn 






Do. 
Do. 


a 

12 


iTxiLciiciaiuwii 

iVfuUingar 




Do. 




Kilbeggan 


Lady Cuffe's 


Few 


Do. 


12 


Tullamore 


Bury Arms 


P. horses 


Do. 


6 


Birr 


King's Arms 


Do. 


Do. 


19 


Nenagh 


New Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


15 


Limerick through 7 
Killaloe J 


Limerick Hotel, 
(Swinburne) 


Do. 


Do. 


25 


Adair 


No Inn 


None 


Do. 


8 


Newbridge 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


8 


Tarbert 


fiood Tnii 




Do. 
Do. ^ 
Hilly 


16 
25 
15 


Trallee 


vjwu Aim 

Devine's Inn 
Scanlan's Hotel 




Ki Harney 


P. horses 


Mill Street 


f-Tfirifl Tnn 




Very bad 
Do. 


16 
23 


Cork 


Scraig's Hotel 


P. horses 


Cloyne 


No good Inn 


None 


Good 


18 


YougHal i 


Campbell's and How- 
ard's Hotels 


P. horses 


tolerable 


12 


Lismore 


Mpw Inn 


None 
P. horses 




15 
15 


Fermoy 


King^s Arms 


Good 


Mallow 


New Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


15 


Charleville 


Two Inns 


Do. 


Do. 


15 


Tipperary 


Read's Inn 


Few 


Do. 


21 


Cashel 


Ryall's Inn 


Plenty 


Do. 


10 


Johnstown 


A good Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


17 


Durrow 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


8 


Ballyroan 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


8 


Emo Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


9 


Kildare 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


10 


Naas 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


10 


Racool 


Do. 


Do. 


tolerable 


8 


DUXLII^ J 


Leech's Hotel, Kil- 
dareStr.&c.&c. 


Badh. 


Good 


8 


Maynooth 


Large Inn 


P. horses 


Do. 


12 


Trim 


Reilly Arms 


Do, 


Do. 


14 
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Names of PUcet. 


Names of Inns. 


P6sthones 


Roads. 


Miles 


u 


Mitcbelslown 
KelU 








11 


A good Inn 


P. horse^ 


Good 


\l 


Virginia 


A decent Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


9 ( 


Cavmn 


Bad Inns 


Do. 


Hilly 


13 




Belturbet 


Bad Inn 


None 


Good 


8 




Ennttkillcn 


Read's Inn 


P. horses 


Do. 


19 




Church Hili 


Clean but smidl 


Few 


Do. 


9 




Ballyshannon 


Execrable 


Do. 


Do. 


14 




Donegal 


Good Inn 


Do. 


Hilly 


9 




Ballybofey 


Small and clean 


P. horses 


Do. 


14 1 


Deny 


Murra/s Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


20 f 




Newtown Limavad} 


A decent Inn 


None 


Good 


13 




Colcraine 


Sterling's Ihn 


P. horses 


Do. 


lO 




Caoseway 








10 












Ballymony 


A decent Inn 


Do, 


Do. 


7 




Aboghill 


Indifferent 


Do. 


Do. 


14 




Antrim 


Crawford's Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


12 




Belfast ^ 


Wilson's Hotel 


Do. 


Do. 


12 




Hillsborough 


Corporation Arms 


Do. 


Do. 


12 




rdlyroore Park 








21 












Hill Town 


A tolerable Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


« 




Ross Trevor 


Good Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


€ \ 


Newry 


King's Arms 


Do. 


Do. 


7 


Dundalk 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


lO 


Dunleer 


Tolerable 


Do. 


Do. 


10 


Slane 


Good 


Do. 


Do. 


14 


New Grange 








s 










Navan 


Tolerable 


Do. 


Do. 


6 , 


Trim 


Reilly Arms 


Do. 


Do. 


8 ^ 




Kilcock 


Tolerable 


Do. 


Do. 


11 




Dublin 


Leech's Hotel, &c. 


Do. 


Do. 


l6 










Irish Miles 


810 





N.B. 825 Irish miles, by the ratio cf 11 to 14, make 1050 
English miles ; and the above 810 Irish Miles, will make a 
little more than 1030, English measure ; but in travelling through 
the country, the difierence between the length of miles, and the 
reputed distances between the stages, is very palpable, and often 
▼ery leverely felt. 
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